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Notes from the Pastor…
Holy Week
What a week of contrasts! Holy Week, which
we celebrate this month, April 14-21, is the
central week in the church year, when we
remember both the death and also the resurrection of Jesus.
From Palm Sunday, the entry of Jesus into
Jerusalem and the welcome of the crowds with
palm branches and rejoicing, to the evening meal
where Jesus celebrated the Passover with His
disciples on Thursday, to the death of Jesus on Good Friday on a
cross, to the joy of His resurrection on Easter morning.
In perhaps one of the greatest contrasts, at the end of the liturgy on
Good Friday evening, we sing out, “We adore You, O Lord, and
we praise and glorify Your resurrection. For behold, by the wood
of the cross joy has come into all the world.”
What a strange thing to say! And yet, how
true! On that day of darkness, God was
showing his love and giving us joy, joy
because our sins were being taken away, joy
because after the death of Jesus comes the
resurrection, the resurrection that is a promise of OUR OWN
resurrection.
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Out of the evil of our sin which put Jesus on the cross, God worked
salvation. In Christ, God Himself was at work, reconciling the
world to Himself, not counting our sins against us as He made Him
who had no sin to be sin for us. And in Jesus’ resurrection, He
proclaims to all the world that our sins are forgiven, forgotten,
gone! The resurrection cries out: “His sacrifice has been accepted
— for you and for all. So rejoice!”
So indeed, it is true, through the wood of the cross, joy truly has
come into all the world: the joy of sins’ forgiveness, death’s defeat,
love’s unconquerable triumph. The cross is our God saying: “I love
you and forgive you in the blood of My precious Son!”
And so we kneel, day after day, before the
Crucified One who yet lives, who still is
the master of working all things (including
the suffering and hardship we indeed face)
to bring blessing to His own, and who will
surely appear again in glory, taking us to
be with him. Thank be to God.
In Christ our Crucified and Risen Lord,

Pastor Rob Franck
News from the Library:
The Priscilla Circle has just finished putting out new DVD’s and
books. There is something for everyone! DVD’s Vol. 1-4 Bible
Stories for the children and DVD’s for adults. If you didn’t
see the PBS program on Martin Luther – we have it in
our library. A reminder that we also have greeting
cards for .50; the best price in town!
Our library is a wonderful resource so visit it soon!
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From the Office…
Happy Easter! This year we had a very
long Lent Season; lots of Sunday and
Wednesday bulletins. I want to Thank all
the Volunteers for the Coffees; Lent
Suppers; and Servers in church. Their
selflessness in giving of their personal time
is an example to me and everyone.
Thank You!
Hopefully, the weather will continue to improve and we will see
grass and flowers spring out of the ground. It is nice to hear all the
birds already.
This month is rather hectic with all the event planning going on
here at Mt. Olive and in the Community (lent suppers, graduations,
pot-lucks, taxes; just to name a few!).
Don’t miss The Prime Rib Dinner at Mt. Olive April 27th, and Mt.
Olive is doing something different for Easter Breakfast (a
potluck) that both services can go to; so read about it and think
of something delicious you might want to bring!

Thanks in advance for getting your information to the office. Next
month I will be working on the Annual Report; so if anyone needs
to turn in their reports, you still have time! Thank you!
Your servant in Christ,

Julie
P. S. Tax Day is April 15th!
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Circle News:
The April schedule is as follows:
 Lydia Circle resumes its schedule on
Thursday, April 4th at noon. Bring a sandwich to
enjoy the meeting and fellowship together.
 Rebecca Circle The Rebecca Circle will be going to Mt.
Royal Pines III on Wednesday, April 10th at 2:00 pm to visit
with the residents. We will play games and enjoy the treats we
bring with their coffee. Come and enjoy our fellowship with
these wonderful people!
Just a reminder of the play, “Sister Act” on April
28, at 2:00 P.M. at UMD. We will be stopping at
Perkins on London Road for dinner afterwards.
Please call Judy Hoops with any questions @
525-6655.

Easter Breakfast Update:
We are trying something new for Easter
breakfast this year. We are going to have an
Easter potluck between the two services. Just like
in the past we will have breakfast in the
downstairs fellowship room after the early
service. We will continue to have food for the people who come to the
second service. For our potluck we would like you to contribute anything
you would like to bring for breakfast. Also, if you are unable to bring
something or forget to bring something, please stay and join us for
breakfast as there is always enough. Thank you so much, Gayle

LWML News
Something new is being planned by the LWML! We
are setting aside Sunday, September 22, to
recognize and honor our “senior saints,” the
members of Mt. Olive who are 80 years of age and
older. Our celebration will include a worship service
related to this theme, a booklet with stories about each of the
honored seniors, a luncheon, and more.
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Your assistance is needed to interview one or more of our 29
“senior saints.” A special booklet will be compiled from these
interviews and shared with the congregation on September 22.
Instructions, tips, and suggested interview questions will be
provided to you. Watch for more information in mid-April, and then
sign-up to help. You can choose who to interview from the
designated list and when to do it. Isn’t it a great opportunity to reconnect with an older member or make a new friend? Get
involved! Written interviews must be completed by August 4, so
there's plenty of time to do it.
Details about interviews will be in bulletins and future newsletters.
Additional news about the September 22 celebration will follow in
the coming months. Save the date!
Thank you, Julie Igo
The LWML has now assembled some Blessing Bags
ready to be distributed to those in need. A Blessing Bag is
a gallon Ziplock bag full of items to have in your car to give
to somebody in need that you may encounter. (The idea
was spurred by a recent article in the Lutheran Witness
titled “When You See a Panhandler…” which talked about
showing mercy to those in need.) The Blessing Bags are
filled with non-perishable snacks, hygiene items, gift cards, etc. and
include information on when our church services are held. You can
keep them handy in your car, so that you can always be “generous
and ready to share” (1 Tim. 6:18) at a moment’s notice. This may be
a scary experience for some of us, stepping outside of our comfort
zone and handing a bag to a stranger, but what a witness it is of our
faith – these people are loved by God just as you are! Feel free to
take a Blessing Bag with you as you leave church and pass it out as
the opportunity arises. When you give that out, grab another bag next
time you are at church. (The extra Blessing Bags will be kept in a bin
in the coat closet.)
We anticipate that this will be an on-going project, so if you would
like to donate any items for future bags, please give them to Carol
Walczak or any other LWML member.
We are especially in need of the following items:
Hand Lotion
Snack size packets of
Deodorant
(travel size)
nuts/craisins
Band Aids
Soap
Mints/cough drops/gum
Shampoo (travel
size)
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The March MITE Offering totaled $157.70 bringing the total thus
far to $587.76. Thank you all for your generous gifts for the
LWML's mission efforts. You will be hearing more about LWML's
activities in future months. All women - no matter which Circle
you are participating in - are encouraged to be
active members of Lutheran Women's Missionary
League. Four times a year the LWML's magazine,
The Quarterly, brings Bible Studies, news of
events, projects, and people throughout the
Lutheran Church Missouri Synod.

Mites Sunday is April 7th!

Mt. Olive
Annual Fundraising Dinner
Saturday, April 27th @ 5 p. m.
Menu:
Salad Bar, choice of New York
Strip Steak or Glazed Salmon,
Baked Potato,
Green Beans, Dinner Roll,
Dessert and Beverage.
Those interested in helping with the setup, food
prep, serving or clean up please contact
Tim at 218-940-3849 or 834-2570
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Mission Sunday is April 21st
MILITARY BIBLESTICK

There will be a free will offering after the service.
Thank you for supporting this wonderful ministry!
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HAVE YOU
WATCHED
YET?
MAIN STREET LIVING NORTHLAND LCMS SERVICE OF WORSHIP

televised by KBJR Channel 6. "MAIN STREET LIVING
NORTHLAND" is a locally produced TV program that includes a 30
minute worship service led by participating pastors of the Minnesota
North District of our LCMS, along with a 30 minute children's program
called "Kid's Crossing". It is broadcast every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. Central
time on KBJR Channel 6 NBC and cable and satellite systems carrying
these stations, and archived on https:// vimeo.com/user82955593 Your
support of this ministry with your prayers and contributions are greatly
appreciated. Please send your contributions and/or comments to Main
Street Living c/o Mt. Olive Lutheran Church, 2012 East Superior Street,
Duluth, MN 55812.

If you can't watch MSL Northland on Sunday mornings at 9:30, it
is also available on cable TV at other times on the Public Access
Channel PACT Cable Channel 189:
5 pm, Sundays
8:30 pm, Tuesdays
1:00 & 6 am, Wednesdays
2:00 pm, Fridays
8:00 am & 3:30 pm, Saturdays

Sunday, April 7: Pastor Jim Anthony – Redeemer Lutheran
Church-Deer River Centennial Lutheran Church; Squaw Lake
“By His Anguish in the Vinyard”
Sunday, April 14: Pastor Matt Kohl – Our Redeemer
Lutheran Church; Cloquet
Sunday, April 21: The Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler – Speaker
of the Lutheran Hour
Sunday, April 29: The Rev. Don Fondow – President of the
Minnesota North District “Fear NOT!”
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Reserved for calendar
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A statement from the Rev. Dr. Matthew Harrison, president
of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
“In him was life, and the life was the light of men” (John 1:4).
On Jan. 22, 2019, the 46th anniversary of the Roe v. Wade Supreme Court
decision legalizing abortion on demand, the governors of both New York
and Illinois signed laws to extend and promote abortion.
As he signed the Reproductive Health Act into law, New York Gov. Andrew
Cuomo described it as the “evolution” of humankind in America. In Illinois,
Gov. J.B. Pritzker signed an executive order to ensure taxpayer funding of
abortions, saying that it would make his state “the most progressive … in
terms of women’s reproductive rights.”
Life, not death, is the goal of humanity. History testifies that death is never
the means through which justice and human rights prevail. We do not
advance on the graves of our children. Germany, which sought eugenics as
the solution to problems, now has strict abortion laws. To defend and
support life is the goal of every just government, and the right to life is the
hallmark of a good society.
Yet abortion laws have allowed the abortion of more than 61,000,000
children since Roe v. Wade. That’s nearly 50 times the number of American
soldiers killed in all wars. The abortion industry and its proponents take
great lengths to avoid facing the fact that abortion dismembers a living child
in a horrid pool of its own blood. This is barbaric.
Abortion is a lie. Science is on the side of life. We shall stand against the
barbarism of abortion until our dying breath. Abortion is illogical, as we
slaughter babies in the womb while developing ever-better care for other
unborn children. Abortion contradicts the natural law written on human
hearts that teaches us it is wrong to kill.
Lawmakers and bureaucrats in our country have become emboldened to
force citizens to go against their conscience. People publicly celebrate laws
that lead to the deaths of children.
How long, O Lord, how long?
Our Christian faith teaches us to value life and to love each and every person
as our neighbor. Love is life, and life is the great gift of love. Death is our
natural enemy. This can be seen in our lives and in our world each day. Even
the birds that seek food in winter testify that life is the goal of their
movements and their work. The flowers that grow toward the sun seek the
light that enlivens them. We all live under God, who grants life to His whole
creation.
And in the giving of His Son to be the Savior, God shows that He is the Lord
of life. Jesus came to love. He taught us to love all people, including those
whom we consider our enemies. He taught us to unconditionally love every
person, even those whom this world considers unworthy of love.
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Jesus not only taught us to love. He brought healing and wholeness to the
broken. He proclaimed peace to those who were troubled. He sat with those
who were excluded. He lifted up those who were beaten down. But most of
all, He loved through the sacrifice of His own life on the cross. He died to
forgive the sins of all humanity. His forgiveness is a free gift for all who
trust in Him, including those who suffer from guilt for aborting their child.
He rose on the third day.
The resurrection of Jesus is God’s grand statement that life is the goal of this
creation. The resurrection of Jesus proclaims that all creatures find the goal
of their existence in life. Just as God raised Jesus from the dead, so we learn
that God treasures life over death.
We live as citizens in this world, and we seek to be obedient to our nation’s
laws. We thank God for our leaders and for this great land He has given to
us and for its precious freedoms and opportunities. The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod advocates strong citizenship and active participation in
government. We obey the laws of our land and encourage those around us to
do so.
We are, however, bound by our conscience to speak against those laws that
are unjust and, especially, those laws that violate God’s law and the natural
law that binds all mankind. Abortion and other means through which
humans kill humans violate these natural and moral laws that form the
foundation of society.
Therefore, we stand against these actions and against all laws that sanction
abortion or the taking of innocent life. We cannot stand silent when people
elected to positions in which they are to protect citizens continue to pass
laws and advocate for legislation that undermines the sanctity of human life.
Our conscience is bound by both the Word of God and reason to speak for
life as a precious gift of God and to speak against any and all who promote
the killing of unborn children. We cannot hide the evil of these laws under
the banner of “rights” or “privilege.” Children’s lives are at stake. They
cannot speak for themselves. We will speak for them, and we will work to
protect their lives.
And we will continue to work to love and support the women who face
difficult choices or suffer from the consequences of abortion. We support
young mothers who have chosen life for their children. We work to provide
adoption and other opportunities to care for children in need. And we
continue to show God’s mercy to all, just as He, in Jesus, has mercy on all.
We will work, love and pray that all might know the love of Jesus and trust
in Him for salvation. “In him was life, and the life was the light of men”
(John 1:4).
Rev. Dr. Matthew C. Harrison, President
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
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LCMS celebrates valued volunteers



o
o
o

During National Volunteer Month in April 2019, The
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod invites districts,
congregations and members to join us in celebrating
our treasured volunteers.
Listen to kfuo.org every Wednesday in April at
9:15 a.m. Central time for inspiring stories about
volunteerism. Archived interviews will also be available
on Worldwide KFUO.
April 3 — LCMS Volunteer Connection honors
volunteers serving at the LCMS International Center in St. Louis.
April 10 — Short-term volunteers discuss their
return to serve at English Bible camps in Poland.
April 17 — An LCMS Youth Ministry volunteer
shares her journey of service.
o
April 24 — Volunteers at Catalina Lutheran Church
in Tucson, Ariz., describe their experiences with Operation
Barnabas.
Learn more about service opportunities with LCMS Ministries.
Browse a directory of LCMS Recognized Service Organizations to find
ways to serve locally.
Follow the LCMS on Facebook and Twitter, and engage with our
National Volunteer Month posts.
Watch Facebook Live interviews with LCMS leaders April 8-12 at 8:30
a.m. Central time.

UNPLANNED is the inspiring true story of one woman’s journey of
transformation. Releasing March 29, 2019
All Abby Johnson ever wanted to do was help women. As one of the
youngest Planned Parenthood clinic directors in the nation, she was involved
in upwards of 22,000 abortions and counseled countless women about their
reproductive choices. Her passion surrounding a woman’s right to choose
even led her to become a spokesperson for Planned Parenthood, fighting to
enact legislation for the cause she so deeply believed in. Until the day she
saw something that changed everything, leading Abby Johnson to join her
former enemies at 40 Days For Life, and become one of the most ardent prolife speakers in America.
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Lutheran Island News
We still have plenty of snow at camp, but it is going
quickly and 50 degree temps in the next few days
should take care of much of it. The long winter of 1819 is nearly done. We may actually take snow removal
off of the Spring Clean-up list.
The importance of going to camp has been something that most people
would agree with. The lasting impact of a Biblically based camp is both
short term and long term has been studied recently and the findings are
important for your family. Parents report that the short term impact on
their child is general happiness, a desire to participate in church life, and
agreement with church doctrine. However, new studies indicate that the
long term impact may be even more important. While church attendance
didn’t follow into college years, adherence to faithfulness did and longer
term, past campers were more apt to come back to church, follow the
values of their church teachings, and know that they could count on their
church and religious friends in time of need. Studies show that long term,
campers are more apt to attend church, bring up their children in the
church, and positively participate in religious discussions. At Lutheran
Island Camp and Christ Serve Ranch we know that God is planting seeds
in the lives of children and that He will provide the harvest to bring them
home to Him.
Summer 2019 Program Highlight:
Explorer VBS
Make your Vacation Bible School even more special by bringing the
kids to camp for a day. You'll arrive by 10:00 and enjoy lots of activities,
Bible lesson time, a picnic lunch, swimming (weather permitting),
singing, canteen, and more. We like to limit each day to 100 participants
so sign up early. Departure is at 3:00
Give us a call with your tentative date. We'll send you confirmation and a
list of things to bring. Those congregations that have July or August
VBS may contact us for arrangements as well.
Dates and rates: June 3-7, June 10-14, June 17-21 $15 per person

Women’s Retreat: This year’s Women’s Retreat is sure to be a
blessing for those who attend. April 5-7, 2019. Featured Guest
Speaker: Jane Wilke “Laced with Grace”
www.islandcamp.org
218-583-2905
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Salad & Hotdish Luncheon
At St. Matthews

Friday, April 26th @ 11:00am - 1:00pm
Family Life Center

$8.00 adults; donation - children under age 12
Come and enjoy food and fellowship.
Invite your friends, coworkers, and neighbors.

Rebecca Circle
“Sister Act” April 28, at 2:00 P.M. at UMD. We
will be stopping at Perkins on London Road for
dinner afterwards. Please call Judy Hoops with
any questions @ 525-6655.
Did you know? There is a Lutherans for Life
chapter here in Duluth that would welcome
additional members. With the great need for
voices for life in our culture, we ask you to
consider coming to a meeting to explore how we
can be a voice for life in the Duluth area. LFL meetings are held the
second Sunday of every month (tonight!) at 6:30 p.m. at Christ
Lutheran Church, 2415 Ensign Street in the Piedmont area. If you
have any questions, please see Randy or Robin Muench.

Lutheran Student Fellowship Update:
Lutheran Student Fellowship meets every
Tuesday evening at 7:00 pm at Mt. Olive, 2012 E.
Superior Street. We are studying in the book
“Mere Christianity” by C. S. Lewis. There is a
movie night planned for April 2th at Hermantown
movie theater to watch “UNPLANNED’. Come
and join us any Tuesday!
Rachel and Elizabeth Franck, Campus Ministry
Coordinators
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Dear Saints at Mt. Olive,
As we enter the season of Lent and so begin more urgently to
prepare our minds and bodies for the resurrection of our Lord, I
write to greet you once again in the name of the Jesus Christ and to
Thank you again for your ongoing support of me and my seminary
education. It may be a while before I return home to Duluth since
I am getting married this summer and then going on to vicarage; so
I cherish the time I got spend with many of you around Christmas.
May the Lord richly bless you now and always.
In Christ,
Josef L. Muench

Thank you to all who contributed to the
LCMS World Relief Fundraiser for the
Alabama tornadoes. Our donations were
$273.00. Thank you Mt. Olive!
Thank you to the LWML for the new CARE CARD
program. Many of our members are feeling a lot more loved
because of their kindness and interest in
them. Please visit the Upper Room after
the service on Sundays to sign the cards for
the day. It will make you feel good too!
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Thank you to our organist Raychel Reiff for her loving
devotion to provide our church with beautiful music over the
past many years. We have truly been blessed with her musical
ability and very much appreciate her time and talent. You have
helped make our church a very special place of worship
Raychel, Thank you!

Congratulations to Eric and Kelsey Jezierski
on the birth of their new baby boy, *Wyatt
Thomas Jezierski on March 5th.
He was born March 5th and was 7lbs 11
ounces. Good size!
The live in Farmington, MN.

For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good
works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.
Ephesians 2:10
Congratulations to John Jezierski on his new
career in the Marines! John has continued his
military career by transferring from the Army to
the Marines this year and has just finished the
grueling Basic Training for the Marines in San
Diego, CA. Tim is going out to be at the
graduation ceremony. Heartfelt good wishes to John, his wife and
soon-to-be baby as they embark on this next journey together.
We are so proud of John and appreciate his service to our
wonderful country.
Go Marines!
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Food for your body • Food for your soul.

Mt. Olive Food Shelf News:
Thank you for your regular support! We spend $300.00 per month,
and it is completely from the generous donations of our members!
There is always a need for more funds so please consider setting
aside a portion for this ministry. Our visitors really do appreciate
the food available to them here, and the friendly greeting they
receive from Mt. Olive. so this is a great community outreach in
that way, too.
To help support the food shelf, your check/cash can be placed in
the offering plate and marked “food shelf.” If you want to do your
own shopping, the items we need most are soup, canned fruit,
canned pasta and meat, peanut butter, jam/jelly, tuna and other
canned meat, cereal, canned veggies, rice, mac and cheese, ramen,
pasta and pasta sauce, juice, peanuts and microwave popcorn. Nonfood items include deodorant, toothpaste, shampoo/conditioner,
lotion and soap. These can be left outside the cabinet in the Upper
Room.
Thank you, again, for all your donations, both monetary and food
items!
Statistics beginning 4/26/10 – total served =
99;
2011 total served = 229;
2012 total served = 251 (26 Bibles);
2013 total served = 317 (20 Bibles);
2014 total served = 452 (10 Bibles);
2015 total served = 466 (18 Bibles);
2016 total served = 346 (16 Bibles);
2017 total served = 361 (16 Bibles)
2018 total served = 396 (7 Bibles)
Total served thru 2019 = 64 (3 Bibles)

Actual monthly totals are posted on the cabinet door in the Upper
Room.
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GET WELL SOON!
Mabel Schauland
Peggy Claflin

Lenten Soup Suppers
Plan your evening to begin with a delicious soup supper
and fellowship with members of Mt. Olive (beginning at
5:00 p.m) before attending the worship service at 6:30
p.m.
April 3rd – Jayne and Ed Martinson
April 10th – The Franck Family
April 18th (Maundy Thursday) – Tim and
Marianne Jezierski
The Family of Jeff Suronen
would like to say "Thank You" to
everyone for their prayers and
cards during the recent passing
of Jeff's mother, Carol
Suronen. Your sympathy and
thoughtfulness will always be
gratefully remembered and deeply appreciated.
Thank you!
Jeff Suronen

Arbor Day - April 26th
“The earth brought forth vegetation, plants yielding seed
according to their own kinds, and trees bearing fruit in which is their
seed, each according to its kind. And
God saw that it was good.”
Genesis 1:12
Plant a Tree!
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Holy Week and Easter Schedule 2019
Maundy Thursday, April 18th -- 6:30 p.m. Divine Service w/Comm
Good Friday, April 19th – Noon Worship Service
7:00 p.m. Worship Service
Easter Vigil, April 20th -- 7:00 p.m. Worship Service w/ Comm
Easter Worship – April 21st
6:30 a.m. - Divine Service with Communion
7:45-9:00 - Easter Breakfast Potluck
9:30 a.m. - Divine Service with Communion

Special Service Volunteers for April:
Ushers
3/03 – Randy Muench
3/10 – Randy Muench
3/18 – Ed Martinson and Arden Weaver
3/19 – (Noon) Peter Pierce
(Evening) Randy Muench and Arden Weaver
3/20 – Randy Muench
Communion Assistants
3/18 – Bob Iverson and Jeff Suronen
3/20 – Steve Trogdon
Acolytes
3/03 – Jacob Franck
3/10 – Joshua Franck
3/18 – Joshua Franck
3/19 – (Noon) Joshua Franck
(Evening) Jacob Franck
Counters
3/03 – Jon and Carol Farchmin
3/10 – Jon and Carol Farchmin
3/18 – Steve Trogdon
3/19 – (Noon)
(Evening) Jeff Suronen
Altar Guild: Gayle, Rachel & Elizabeth Franck
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April Anniversaries
4 Gary & Shirley Thun
18 Joseph & Heather Meichsner
26 Lisa Reinemann & Jody Johnson
29 Bob & Sandy Iverson

April Birthdays
2 Abigail Franck
Jayne Martinson
7 Jim Polzin
8 Evelyn Frazier
Keri Lynn Igo
9 Heather Meichsner
11 Marv Hoops

13 Josef Muench
Gary Thun
14 Ernie Schoenfeld
22 William Jezierski
24 Alexis Wandersee
27 Doug Chambers
Kristen Moen

55 years
21 years
23 years
30 years

