Highlights
A Monthly Publication of Mt. Olive Lutheran Church – LCMS

August 2016

From the Pastor…
Last month, July 9-14, our Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod held it’s Triennial Convention,
this year in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. The LCMS is
represented at its convention by a pastor and
layperson from each circuit. Last year our circuit
(at its circuit forum) elected Rev. Jeff Walther (St.
Matthew’s Lutheran Church, Esko, Minnesota)
and James Lemmerman (layperson from Christ Lutheran Church,
Superior, Wisconsin) to represent us. Hopefully we can get one of these
to come address Mount Olive and give a report. In the meantime,
extensive summaries and reports are available on-line at
http://www.lcms.org/convention
As was the case for the previous convention, in 2013, the election of the
president took place on-line prior to the convention, with a pastor and
layperson from every congregation serving as electors. The incumbent,
Rev. Matthew Harrison, was reelected with over a 20% margin.
At the convention itself, a number of issues were discussed. One I
thought might be controversial was the proposal to phase out and end the
Licensed Lay Deacon program, a way in which laymen served as pastors
in what was supposed to be exceptional situations. This had been passed
in 1989, but there was a growing realization in our synod that this was
contrary to our confessional documents, especially the 14th article of the
Augsburg Confession. Men serving as pastors ought to be called and
ordained, and there are several ways and means for this to happen today.
After discussion, this passed with nearly 75% of the vote.
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Several new church bodies around the world were affirmed as being in
altar and pulpit fellowship with the LCMS. That is always exciting.
Doctrinal talks with several North American church bodies were also
affirmed an encouraged. I hope that fellowship talks, especially with the
WELS and ELS, can prove fruitful. These church bodies are very similar
to the LCMS in doctrine and practice, and had been in fellowship with us
in the past.
What turned out to be one of the most contentious issues, a resolution on
Ecclesiastical Supervision (including the relationship of the National
President to the District Presidents and their authority), ended up being
modified to allow a bit more time for study and input. Because of the
pressing need for something to take place before our next convention in
three years (the current bylaws have been ruled as contrary to our
constitution), a process was outlined where the LCMS Board of
Directors was given the authority to make changes to our LCMS bylaws
within six months with a supermajority vote, pending input and
discussion from several groups of people. This modified resolution
passed with over 90% of the vote.
Other important items of business included electing a large number of
people to various boards and committees. From what I have seen, most
of the elections went to very capable people.
In short, and in summary, it seems our LCMS will continue its recent
path of faithfully confessing the Christian faith in our culture and society,
being a conservative and confessional voice for the Lutheran faith in our
country and a leader of such in our world. Thanks be to God.
In Christ our Lord,

Pastor Rob Franck
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Notes from the Excecutive Director
Brothers and Sisters and Christ:
As of June 1st Bob Iverson stepped down as Congregational
President at Mount Olive
to allow for more time to
focus on personal matters.
After much prayer and
consideration I agreed to
accept and serve the Lord
in this position. On behalf of Mount Olive and the Board of Elders
I would like to thank Bob for all of his efforts and service during
his time as Congregational President. Through Bob's efforts
Mount Olive is positioned to go forward into the future with a new
heating system, new energy efficient lights, new carpet,
refurbished windows and many repair tasks all of which will
provide significant financial savings in the future and these efforts
have been greatly appreciated. Bob has agreed to continue serving
on the Board of Elders and as our "Church Properties guy" Thanks again Bob for all you do for Mount Olive.
As we have passed the halfway
point of 2016 there are many
things we are working on for the
remainder of the year at Mount
Olive. We give thanks for the
members who have been added to
Mount Olive. We have added two new members to the Board of
Elders in Richard Holappa and Kevin Jones to assist Pastor Franck
with his ministry at Mount Olive and the Board is looking forward
to serving with Richard and Kevin.
Due to the blessing of all the children who have been added to
Mount Olive Pastor Franck is formulating a plan to have a
Christmas program this year. Also contained in this newsletter is a
ballot for members of Mount Olive to vote for their preference
regarding the time of our Christmas Eve service. Due to work
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schedules there are several members at Mount Olive who have
been unable to attend the Christmas Eve service at its current time
of 4:30 p.m. and in an attempt to allow these members to attend the
service after several discussions the Board of Elders elected to
have a ballot process regarding scheduling options for the
Christmas Eve service and the Board would appreciate your
comments regarding the time of the Christmas Eve service - Thank
you in advance for your input.
As I begin this position I would like to Thank all of the members
of Mount Olive for all of your efforts in making Mount Olive the
worshipful and wonderful ministry it is. I have come to realize how
many wonderful people donate their time, talents and blessings in
supporting Mount Olive's ministry. It is truly an honor to serve the
Lord in this capacity and Jayne and I truly appreciate being back
with our faithful and fantastic friends who make up Mount Olive
Lutheran Church.
Yours in Christ
Ed Martinson
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Ballot for Christmas Eve Service Time
_____ Continue current time of 4:30 PM.

_____ New time of 6 PM or 6:30 PM. (Please circle one)

_____ Alternate every year 4:30 PM and 6/6:30 PM. (if Christmas
Eve is on Sunday, service at 4:30 PM regardless of alternating
Schedule)

Comments:

Please submit ballot by October 1, 2016.

Thank You,
Mount Olive Board of Elders
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Notes from the Treasurer
I have had several questions from members in
the last few months concerning our loans so
I thought I would write an article
answering some of the questions.
In September of 2013 the congregation took
out a loan of $40,000 from LCEF. This was
approved by members at a voter’s meeting and the proceeds of the
loan were for the boiler replacement and for the window work
above the altar. There was also some memorial funds designated
for windows used to fund the window work. The monthly
payment for the loan was $311 but the voters approved paying
$750 a month toward the loan. After 2 years (August of 2015) the
balance owed was $26,000.
The Board of Elder’s had a pledge drive for the remaining window
work and by August of 2015 there was $39,000 in pledges. A
voter’s meeting was held to approve refinancing the remaining
$26,000 loan amount, adding $10,000 to carpet the Fellowship
Hall, and $44,000 to cover the window work not covered by
pledges for a 15 year loan total of $80,000. The voter’s also
approved a transfer of $5,500 from Memorials, $5,500 from the
designated Capital Improvement account and a loan of $10,000
from the Capital Improvement account for costs not covered by the
loan. The $10,000 loan from Capital Improvements was to be paid
back as pledge money was received.
As of July 1st, 2016 the LCEF loan balance is $75,000. When the
2016 budget was approved last December the budget included
paying an additional $163 monthly on the loan for a total monthly
payment of $750. If we maintain our current rate of repayment the
loan will be paid off in 10 years. We have also paid ourselves back
$8,000 of the $10,000 loan and this will be completely paid at the
end of July 2016.
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We continue to receive pledge money and donations designated for
windows. We have also received $1500 in each of the last 2 years
from the proceeds of the Prime Rib dinner put on by the Jezierskis
and their kitchen crew. Starting in August any money received for
windows will be sent monthly to LCEF in addition to our $750
monthly payment. This will help reduce the number of years until
the loan is repaid.
Money received from members in their Improvement Fund
envelopes is used to fund projects like new lights being installed
now and any larger repairs or needs. At the end of this year the
Capital Improvement fund will be capped at $15,000. Any funds
over that amount will be paid toward the loan.
Currently for the year 2016 we have taken in enough money to
balance our budget to date and our Operational Funds have a
greater balance than at the end of 2015.
Contact me if you have any questions. In future newsletters I will
recap our loan balance and other items of financial interest. The
monthly Treasurer’s and Financial Secretary’s reports are posted in
the upper room. Contact Financial Secretary, Keri Lynn Igo, for
any questions on your giving statements or pledge.
Yours in Christ,
Kaye Tanttari, Treasurer

8 Highlights

August 2016

From the
Church Office…
We’ve had an unusual summer this year
(to say the least!)not just for Minnesota, but
all around the world including flooding,
storms, fires, and even extreme heat(power
outage any one?). We pray for the rain (and
cooler days) to keep refreshing our lawns, gardens, and our spirits. Enjoy
the sunshine when we have it….and enjoy the remaining days of summer.
(The Church Editor says):
Refresh your mind by reading the “good news” in the Bible.
Face the billowy breeze of the Holy Spirit.
Swim continually in God’s love.
Shower yourself with God’s beautiful blessings.
Drink from the springs of living water that will quench your thirst
forever.
6. Splash on all of God’s gifts and become a sweet smelling fragrance.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Enjoy the last of the Summer months. September will be here in the blink of
an eye, school will begin and our schedules will once again fill with
activities suited to the Fall. Refresh yourself; breathe in the Simplicity of
Summer while it lasts.
God Bless you!

Julie
P.S. Our garden angels have done it again! I love coming into the church

in the morning and seeing the beautiful flowers … NICE job!! Thank you!!

Be sure to check your mailboxes at the
church – some have accumulated quite a
few items including the second quarter
financial statements.
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Higher Things
Five youth and two adults
attended
Higher
Things
conference this summer in
Nashville. Once again we had
an amazing time in worship
services and catechesis sessions
learning about our Lutheran
faith. This year the theme was
Bread of Life and we heard over
and over how Christ's body and
blood was given and shed for
you, for the forgiveness of sins.
We also learned that when we say Amen it means this is what I
believe. So we should say "Amen" after we are given the body and
blood of Christ and when the pastor says depart in peace it really
means depart in peace and if you die this week or whatever
happens to you everything will be ok. We can be confident that we
are forgiven. God's Word will do what it says. Almost all of the
sessions are led by pastors and vicars who are studying at the
seminary so we learn a lot of Greek and catechism. Pastor Rob
Franck led a breakout session on “Showing Christian Mercy
Through Child Foster Care."
I think the most amazing thing about Higher Things is that the
same few passages are read, sung, and heard about over and over
and our faith is explained very simply so that by the end of the
conference you come home with God's Word imprinted on your
heart.
Our girls that went participated in the choir and we have some
hymns to share sometime with the congregation. Along with
learning, singing, worship services we had fun and games. Our
kids participated in volleyball, country line dancing, mechanical
bull riding, bowling, rock climbing and glow in the dark dodge
ball. Our group stayed overnight in Paris, IL at Jim and Phyllis
Franck's church on the way down and on the way back. Our
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group also went to a Country Music Hall of Fame Museum
following the conference.
We are very grateful to Mt Olive for your prayers and support for
attending Higher Things. Also thank you to Sylvia Linder who
helped us obtain a grant of $1000 from Irving Community Center
for our travel expenses.
Looking ahead to next year's Higher Conference which will be
located in four areas. The conferences next summer will all be
four days in San Antonio, Texas, Mars Hill, North Carolina,
Bozeman, Montana, and Valparaiso, Indiana. We would like to
encourage a group from our congregation to go next year. The
conference is for confirmed youth, adults as chaperones and
college students. We would like to get more new people who
have not attended to go next year. If you are interested in
attending a conference next year we will have a brief information
meeting after church on Sept 4th to get an idea of who may be
interested. The registrations for the conference will not open until
January but once the conference opens the spaces fill up quickly.
Thank you again for your support and encouragement.
Gayle Franck
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MISSION SUNDAY AUGUST 21ST
DISTRICT CAMPUS MINISTRY

This month's Mission Opportunity is our Minnesota
North District's support of Campus Ministries. Our
district supports campus
ministries in St. Cloud,
Moorhead, Morris, Bemidji,
Superior (Wisconsin),
Crookston, and here in
Duluth. If you know college
students, please try to
connect them to these or
other local campus
ministries in their area. A
link to our district's campus
ministry page is at
http://mnndistrict.webplus.net/Campus%20Ministry.html

There are also links there to the synod's coordinated
campus ministry efforts.

Please support this
important ministry!
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LWML Circle News:
Lydia Circle will meet for a noon potluck lunch and get
together at Joyce Ottinger’s on Thursday, August 4th.
Lydia Circle members remember to take a break from
your summer chores and come for lunch and fellowship.
Rebecca Circle will meet on Wednesday,
August 10th, at 11:00 a.m. for a Cabin
Outing. This will be a Pot-luck outing at
the Reinemann Cabin in Solon Springs, on
Lake St. Croix. Come about 11:00 – Boat
Rides, games, visiting, potluck about 12:00
pm. Circle members will be called as a
reminder and for directions. Anyone is
welcome! (Invite summer guests, seniors)
Reinemann (722-3752) to let her know.

Just call Pam

Women of Mt. Olive:
The next LWML meeting will be August 25th in the Upper
Room. Ideas for projects to pursue will be discussed as well as the
next Lake Superior Zone's rally which will be held at Mount Olive,
probably in October.
All women of Mount Olive are welcome to join the group. We
meet about five or six times per year following worship. Meetings
include a short Bible study, a little business, fellowship and coffee.
Twice a year we meet with area LCMS women at zone rallies.
Rallies include special programs or speakers, worship, a little
business, a skit, and fellowship with lunch or dessert. Ingatherings
usually benefit local mission needs of the host church.

Mites collected thru July totaled $119.44 ($1,122.34 YTD)
Thank you so much for your generous support !
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LWML National Convention
Kaye Tanttari and I attended the LWML Minnesota North District
convention in Willmar on June 20-22. Also attending from the
Lake Superior Zone were three ladies from St. Matthews in Esko:
Judy Uran, Judy Nelson and Pat Johnson. Approximately 300
ladies from the Minnesota North District were in attendance, and
the first evening we had a beautiful worship service. The
keynote speaker was Gary Thies from Mission Central in
Mapleton, Iowa, which is an LCMS mission support agency. The
message from Mr. Thies centered on the fact that we have all
been called by God to be missionaries, and to remember that as
we go about our daily lives - we need to share the Good News
with all those who we encounter. He also shared some scary
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encounters he has had with people inside the church who were
angry with him when he made the statement that faith in Christ is
the only way to heaven (not a very politically correct statement in
this day and age). Mr. Thies was a very inspirational speaker and
received a standing ovation at the end of his talk.
In addition to breakout sessions and Bible study, we also had the
honor of voting for the grants that
will be funded for the next two
years. Those mites sure do go a long
way when they are pooled together!
I encourage all the ladies of the
church to become involved in the
LWML. It is such an encouragement
to see so many women of faith
gathered together.
If you would like more information
on the LWML, feel free to contact
me.
Carol Walczak

The ACT is having an Ice
Cream Social on August 7th!
Please join us after the
service for ice cream and all the
toppings! We are raising funds for a
group of us to go to Higher Things in
2017! We would love to add more people
to our group to experience an amazing week with
hundreds of Lutheran kids our age and all learn about
our faith together! This fundraiser will be supported as a
Thrivent Financial Action Team!
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Recognizing Josef Muench as mentioned in the Minnesota
North District Intercom E-News…

Christ Academy High School
Christ Academy, for high school men, is a two-week
summer conference for those interested in theology,
worship and, of course. those considering pastoral
ministry as a possible vocation are especially invited.
The conference includes class time, worship, fellowship with peers and the CTSFWcommunity, all which
takes place on the beautiful Seminary campus.
Participants get a first hand opportunity to experience how
and what a pastor learns, and how he is formed in the
Seminary environment.
Josef Muench (pictured here and a member of Mt. Olive
Lutheran Church, Duluth) recently served as a proctor for
Christ Academy High School (CAHS) at Concordia
Theological Seminary (CTSFW), Fort Wayne, Indiana.
This event is held each summer for young men who are
interested in learning more about their Church and the
vocation of pastor. Additional information can be found at
www.ctsfw.edu/ChristAcademy
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LifeLight - 2016-17
Plan to join us for a new season of LifeLight Bible studies
beginning in September. Three studies have been selected
for the coming year: Time between the Testaments; 1, 2 &
3 John; and Ezekiel. Each study lasts nine weeks. Study
guides cost $9.00 and are available in the narthex several
weeks in advance. New faces are always welcome!
Sundays, 6:30 – 8:00 pm, beginning Sept. 11 in the Upper
Room.




Personal homework (five daily lessons) completed
during the week, taking 1 – 1½ hours total
Sunday evening group discussion and homework
review, followed by
Scriptural insights and questions answered by Pastor
Franck

Dig into God’s word and gain understanding of Bible truths
that apply to your life. “In him was life, and that life was the
light of men.” John 1:4
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Food for your body • Food for your soul.

Mt. Olive Food Shelf News:
Our goal of meeting the needs of the food shelf without using any
of the Family Assistance Fund money has been successful! We still
spend $300.00 per month, but now it is completely from the
generous donations of our members! Thank you for your regular
support! Our visitors really do appreciate the food available to
them here, and the friendly greeting they receive from Julie. She
gives them a bag to pick out what they would like and offers a
Bible to newcomers - 12 already given out this year! We actually
ran out of Bibles several months ago, and needed to order more, so
this is a great community outreach in that way, too.
To help support the food shelf, your check/cash can be placed in
the offering plate and marked “food shelf.” If you want to do your
own shopping, the items we need most are soup, canned fruit,
canned pasta and meat, peanut butter, jam/jelly, tuna and other
canned meat, cereal, canned veggies, rice, mac and cheese, ramen,
pasta and pasta sauce, juice, peanuts and microwave popcorn. Nonfood items include deodorant, toothpaste, shampoo/conditioner,
lotion and soap. These can be left
outside the cabinet in the Upper Room.
Thank you, again, for all your
donations, both monetary and food
items!
Statistics beginning 4/26/10 – total
served = 99;
2011 total served = 229;
2012 total served = 251 (26 Bibles);
2013 total served = 317 (20 Bibles);
2014 total served = 452 (10 Bibles);
2015 total served = 466 (18 Bibles);
Total served thru July=217 (13 Bibles)

Actual monthly totals are posted on the cabinet door in the Upper
Room.
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Remembering former LCMS, seminary President
Ralph Bohlmann
Ralph Bohlmann was president of Concordia Seminary from 1975
to 1981. He joined the seminary faculty as a
professor of systematic theology in 1960, and
continued to teach there until his election as
LCMS president. Bohlmann was one of five
Concordia Seminary faculty members who
remained on the faculty following the
“confessional crisis” and “walkout” there in
February 1974. The walkout involved a majority
of the seminary’s faculty and students who held
to a “moderate” view on
the authority of
Scripture and biblical inerrancy.
While he was president of the seminary,
Bohlmann played a pivotal role in rebuilding the
school’s curriculum, faculty and student body, and by the end of his
tenure, student population had surpassed pre-crisis days.
His time as seminary president also was marked by significant growth in
cultural offerings, with the founding of the World Mission Institute in
1977 and a pilot program to train Hispanic men and women to become
lay workers — with a long-term goal of also preparing Hispanic pastors
— beginning in 1979. That work led to the development of the
seminary’s Center for Hispanic Studies.
LCMS President Rev. Dr. Matthew C. Harrison, who has been
visiting Bohlmann for several years, saw him last on July 21, when he
was unconscious and had been taken off life support.
During a visit a few weeks before that, Harrison said the two talked for
two hours.
“Ralph is the last of the faithful who stood against the faculty
majority for the truth of the Scriptures and the Lutheran Confessions,”
Harrison told Reporter. “He wrote ‘A Statement of Scriptural and
Confessional Principles’ in response to a request from … [then-LCMS
President Rev. Dr. J.A.O.] Preus for a document to use to evaluate the
teaching of seminary professors.” Preus “liked the document so much he
put it to the LCMS convention to adopt,” said Harrison, who described
the document as “a tremendous and timeless rejection of the historicalcritical method of interpretation of the Scriptures, which finally destroys
the Gospel itself.
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“The Synod is deeply indebted to Dr. Bohlmann,” Harrison added,
“and all these years later, we can hardly imagine the difficulties and trials
which faced the men who were faithful. Dr. Bohlmann was resolute on
these issues to the end.”
Concordia Seminary President Rev. Dr. Dale A. Meyer called Bohlmann
“a gentleman, a learned theologian and a kindly churchman. His love for
Holy Scripture was seen through his pastoral and winsome Lutheran
confessionalism, a legacy that abides to this day in our church and
seminaries.
“Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, remembers with deepest gratitude his
service as our seventh president and the collegiality he always showed to
us who are privileged to serve on the faculty. President Bohlmann will be
forever remembered and honored as a brother and father in faith who
helped lead us to Jesus.”
In addition to his LCMS and seminary presidencies, Bohlmann was
executive secretary of the Synod’s Commission on Theology and Church
Relations (CTCR) from 1971 to 1974, and served as a member of the
CTCR from 1965 to 1971 and from 1975 to 1981.
Bohlmann was a 1951 graduate of Concordia Seminary, a Fulbright
Scholar at Germany’s Heidelberg University from 1956 to 1957, and in
1968 earned a Ph.D. from Yale University. He also held an honorary
doctorate from Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, Ind.
(1982). He was awarded the Christus Primus Award from Concordia
College (now University), Ann Arbor, Mich., in 1988 for being
“consistently and unwaveringly … a strong, confessional, evangelical
voice, both within the Synod and in the worldwide Christian
community.”
He also served as pastor of Mount Olive Lutheran Church, Des
Moines, Iowa (1958-60), and as part-time assistant pastor at Grace
Lutheran Church, Pagedale, Mo. (1961-71).
Bohlmann wrote numerous books, articles and documents with particular
emphasis on interchurch relations and biblical interpretation — including
Principles of Biblical Interpretation in the Lutheran Confessions
(Concordia Publishing House) — and represented the Synod in
ecumenical dialogues with other church bodies. He also was a frequent
essayist at conventions and conferences, both in the United States and
abroad.
Survivors include two children: Paul of New York City and Lynn of
Jacksonville, Ill., and two grandchildren. Bohlmann’s wife, Pat, died of
cancer in 2012, after 53 years of marriage.(reference - Minnesota North
District Intercom E-News)
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Fellow members of Mt. Olive,
The baby bottle fund drive has
concluded, and we are happy to
report that over $850.00 was received
and submitted to the Women’s Care
Center of Duluth. These funds will be
used to help supply and operate the
center’s Crib Club, a resource room
for mothers and their infant children. Your generous
gifts to this life-saving outpost in our city are truly a
blessing to many. Thank you for helping … thanks be to
God for His gift of life.
P.S. We have been informed that at least 90 children
have been rescued from planned abortions since this
center opened its doors in 2013.

To all who purchased baked goods and/or
donated to the LWML bake sale last Sunday,
THANKS to you we raised $162.
The LWML will use this money for its projects
throughout the year.

Congratulations!
Warm regards to Ryan and Michaila (Day) Andersen, who were
married July 22, 2016 in Mellen, WI. They have been regular
visitors here while attending UMD and plan to become
members.
“There is no more lovely, friendly or charming relationship, communion or
company, than a good marriage.” ~ Martin Luther

Mt Olive is a polling site for the Primary Election being held on
August 9th, 2016. Get out and Vote!!
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August Anniversaries
8/01 8/03 8/04 8/06 8/11 8/11
8/11 8/14 8/18 8/26 -

Carol & Rick Walczak, 35 years
Jeff & Selma Stephenson, 42 years
Walt & Delores Wendling, 68 years
Jon & Carol Farchmin, 39 years
Tyler & Carla Ahrenstorff, 4 years
Randy & Robin Muench, 26 years
Ray & Virginia Rodenwald, 60 years
Vernon & Kathy Saxe, 40 years
Jeff & Julie Reinemann, 37 years
Seth & Sarah Stepec, 10 years

August Birthdays
8/02 8/02 8/03 8/04 8/05 8/05 8/06 8/11 8/13 8/14 8/14 8/15 8/15 8/19 8/21 8/22 8/23 8/23 8/23 8/27 8/30 8/30 8/31 -

Deanna Anderson
Samantha Gibson
Greta Wodny
Jacob Franck
Lisa Mertz
Marjorie Moen
Barry Fuchs
Elle Fuchs
David Erven
Richard Holappa
Shirley Thun
Brittany Houselog
Jake Tanttari
Sue Brockopp
Edna Hanke
JoAnn Spielman
Julie Igo
Alice Meichsner
James Weaver
Carol Weaver
Jim Frazier
Michael O’Leary
Lois Maine
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