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Pastor’s Notes …
By now, most of you are aware that we
paused services for a couple weeks at Mount
Olive. That was primarily because I and my
family ended up in a covid quarantine.
Abigail was exposed and infected from her
volleyball team. Thankfully, she had no
symptoms, and also the rest of our family did not get the virus. The
elders also thought that with the large number of cases in Duluth, it
didn’t make sense to try to find a guest pastor. Thank you for all
your prayers and patience during this time. Our first
service back is scheduled to be the Wednesday evening
Advent service on December 2, at 7:00 p.m.
This year has brought about a huge number of changes,
thing have been mightily unsettled, with lots of uncertainties. Back
in March and April there were constant changes in rules and
procedures for doing things, but even before that, I could go
through a whole litany of things, odd things that have happened
and have even made the saying popular, “Well, it’s 2020 after
all…”
In the last couple weeks, of course, we have experienced even
more changes. Not just the paused services at Mount Olive, but
also changes in Minnesota and elsewhere in the country, reducing
and then even canceling the capacity of wedding receptions,
funerals, social gatherings, restaurants, sports seasons, and so on.
Of course, all the changes are being done in an attempt to reduce
the infection rate in our state, and that’s a good thing, and we pray
for its success, but the fact that it is for a good reason doesn’t make
it any easier. It’s hard to be ready for anything that might come at
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us. But perhaps, Christians should know that and have a better
handle on it.
In the appointed gospel lesson for the Last Sunday in
the church year, from Matthew 25, Jesus says, “Watch,
therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.”
Christians are to be ready for Christ’s return, whenever
that might be, and be flexible enough to be ready.
Are we ready? Are we ready, not for more changes in requirements
or lockdowns or quarantines, but for Jesus to come back? Being
ready for that will ALSO help us in our EARTHLY difficulties and
readiness.
Now, we are entering the season of Advent, of getting ready to
celebrate Christmas, and that will be a lot different this year, but
even Advent is not just merely about getting ready for an earthly
celebration, but for Christ’s ultimate return. And the way to do that
is to hear God’s Word, trust in whatever our Lord brings us, and
keep the faith.
We pray for that readiness Jesus
calls us to and gives to us.
In Christ our Lord,

Pastor Robert Franck

We will sing and pray the Vespers services
on the Wednesdays in Advent at 7:00 pm.
The theme this year will be:

Wednesdays: Dec. 2, Dec. 9, Dec. 16, Dec. 23
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An Advent with Coronavirus

This year, along with the Advent promise of the arrival of our
Savior we are also burdened with a pandemic. The warnings that
public health experts have been giving for months have now come to
pass. We are in an escalating struggle with COVID-19. In our
northern Minnesota area, 40% of all COVID-19 hospitalizations of the
past 10 months have come in the past several weeks. We have seen
this illness touch more and more people close to us. It seems we are
about 2/3 through this “Covid year” and this is a critical time.
Currently, the US case mortality rate is 2.1 % [from the Johns
Hopkins University data base]. Our case numbers are exploding. On
11/21/2020 the US had 196,000 new cases which will likely mean
4,116 deaths in the future just from one day’s new infections. A lower
death rate can only be achieved if COVID-19 patients can get the care
that is beneficial. If hospitals and ICUs are overwhelmed, places to
offer treatment may be limited. As hospital and clinic staff get ill, the
capacity to provide the care will be limited. There were nurses from
our area that went to New York in the spring to help staff hospitals.
Now, all states are struggling so it is very difficult to “call in
recruits”. As COVID patients are admitted for treatment there are
fewer beds for people with heart attacks, strokes and trauma, etc.
Right now, northern Minnesota’s rural hospitals have already faced
the reality of not being able to transfer patients to hospitals with
specialty care because there isn’t room. Doing what we can to
prevent spreading the virus right now can help ensure that someone
else will get the treatment they need.
One part of our waiting that seems to be coming much closer
is being able to get vaccinated to prevent the COVID 19 illness. Four
vaccines are very close to being approved for use by the FDA. These
vaccines use part of the virus’ messenger RNA genetic material that
cannot make us get the illness but will trigger an immune response if
we are exposed to the virus in the future. The Pfizer and Moderna
companies’ vaccines have been in testing since March 2020 and have
been tested in studies of 74,000 people. Thus far, the safety and
effectiveness of these vaccines look excellent. We are told that the
approval process may take into mid or late December. Hundreds of
thousands of vaccine doses are already being made so that they can
be distributed as soon as the approval is given. But there is still
waiting to come.
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The vaccines, require a booster dose in 3-4 weeks after the
first dose to reach a protection level of 94-95%. Vaccination will not
be a “one shot and done” protection. Even with manufacturing
vaccine ahead of authorization, it will take into March or April for
there to be enough vaccine for all of us to get vaccinated. Front line
workers and high-risk elderly people in group living settings will be
prioritized to receive the vaccine first. Finally, as with all vaccines,
they are monitored once in use for unknown safety concerns. The
CDC has a Vaccine Adverse Event
Reporting System that allows us to learn if
there are safety issues that come to light
after the vaccine is deployed. God’s peace
be with us all as we wait,
Carol Farchmin MD

Advent …
… is celebrated during the winter
equinox when darkness is longer than
daylight, when cold is more predominant
than heat, and nature goes dormant. During
this time, man hopes for a better season, a
more inviting time. He lights candles to
express the hope of a new light.
So it is that Christians looked upon
the coming of Christ, the unending light, as
their hope. His light and warmth would
replace the darkness and coldness of sin.
The primary symbol of Advent is the ADVENT WREATH. The
form, a circle without beginning or end is covered with branches of
evergreen – a symbol of the never ending love of God. We place four
candles on the wreath – one for each week. They can be blue or purple,
the color of anticipation. We light each candle – and as the light grows
brighter we look forward to the coming of Jesus – the Light who breaks
through our darkness.
(from the Church Editor – December 1994)
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From the Church Office…
Christmas Blessings to each and every one!
Hello to everyone; this is the most exciting time of the church year
for me. The birth Jesus and all that it means makes it for me the
most exhilarating time. I hope everyone has fun with the
festivities and is safe for the holidays. I also hope you hold the full
meaning of Jesus’ birth close to your heart and let it radiate
throughout your person and into your lives; and to those of
everyone you meet and hold dear.
Spread the Word; Our Savior is born. Alleluia!!
Have a wonderful Christmas Season!
Thank you again to everyone for the well
wishes during my surgeries. I am whole and
healthy again thanks to Dr. Rother.
Your Servant in the Lord,
Julie (aka the bionic woman!)
Several important items to take note:
•

Offering envelopes for 2021 should be in your mailbox by the
middle of the month – please don’t use them until 2021!!

•

With the close of the calendar year, we will need ANNUAL
REPORTS from the chairs of the various boards, circles and groups.
This reporting year will be extremely easy, unfortunately! The
deadline for these reports to be in the church office is the end of
January. Thank You!

•

There will be a Voter’s Meeting December 13, 2020.
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The schedule is as follows:
Lydia Circle, Rebecca Circle, LWML
will begin meeting when it is safe for
our members to do so.
Blessing Bags
The LWML has received another Thrivent grant
for items needed for the Blessing Bags. A new
supply of Blessing Bags have been assembled
and are now located in a bin in the Upper
Room. As you may recall, a Blessing Bag is a
gallon Ziplock bag full of items to have in your
car to give to somebody in need that you may encounter.
The Blessing Bags are filled with non-perishable snacks,
hygiene items, gift cards, etc. and include information on
when our church services are held. You can keep them
handy in your car, so that you can always be “generous and
ready to share” (1 Tim. 6:18) at a moment’s notice. This may
be a scary experience for some of us, stepping outside of
our comfort zone and handing a bag to a stranger, but what
a witness it is of our faith – these people are loved by God
just as we are! Feel free to take a Blessing Bag with you as
you leave church and pass it out as the opportunity arises.
When you give that out, grab another bag next time you are
at church. If you wish to contribute items to the assembly of
future Blessing Bags, a list of items will be kept on the on the
bin. Thank you for your support and for showing the love of
Christ to our neighbors in need.
The next MITES offering will be December 6th
The mites collected on November 1 by the LWML
totaled $109.15, with a year-to-date total of $1,389.46.
The mites that are collected fund mission grants voted
on by the district and national LWML. The LWML thanks you!
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Christmas Blessings from LSF!
We are looking forward to next year! Join us;
whether to learn more about your faith, have
fellowship with people your age or just to get
away from studying for an hour!
Lutheran Student Fellowship
meets most Tuesday nights for
Bible studies and monthly fun
activities. We meet in the
basement of Mt. Olive Lutheran Church on 2012
E. Superior St. at 8 pm.

Come One - Come All!!
Help Decorate the church the Week of December 7th
Christmas
decorations
(trees,
ornaments, etc.) can be put up at Mt.
Olive starting about 5:00 p.m. on
Monday, December 7th; going through
the entire week. We are decorating
differently this year because of Covid.
We have a signup sheet in the Narthex
for those interested in decorating;
simply sign up for a day and time. All
the decorations are in the fellowship
hall. Thank you for helping to get the
church ready from Christmas!

Voter’s Meeting
December 13th

Next Board of Elders
Meeting
is December 21st
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LCMS Service of Worship – Every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. on KBJR
Channel 6, Duluth. MY SAVIOR LIVES NORTHLAND LCMS
SERVICE OF WORSHIP for the Duluth region televised by KBJR
Channel 6. "MY SAVIOR LIVES NORTHLAND" is a locally produced,
regionally recognized TV program with a message for the world.
The service includes a 30-minute worship service led by
participating pastors of the Minnesota North District of our LCMS.
My Savior Lives Northland is broadcast every Sunday at 9:30 a.m.
Central time on KBJR Channel 6 NBC and cable and satellite
systems carrying these stations.

December 6, 2020
Rev. Don Stauty
Gloria Dei - Virginia, MN and
Redeemer Lutheran - Aurora, MN
December 13, 2020
Rev. Mark Peske
Our Redeemer - Cohasset, MN
December 20, 2020
Rev. Tim Yearyan
December 27, 2020
Rev. Brad Felix
Trinity Lutheran - Virginia, MN
Please send contributions c/o:
Mt. Olive Lutheran Church
2012 East Superior Street
Duluth MN 55812
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Sunday, December 6, 2020
On the 1st Sunday of the month, every congregation in the
Minnesota North District is encouraged to pray for Someone
You Know who needs to hear the GOOD NEWS that Jesus Christ
died and rose again to pay for their sins.

Kurt Weber
Piano Concert
Mt. Olive
Saturday,
December 5th
3:00 pm
The concert will be also transmitted on our low frequency FM
transmitter at 99.9 FM if people want to come and stay in their
cars or listen downstairs.

Thrivent Members are reminded to designate your
Thrivent Choice dollars as soon as possible.
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Food for your body • Food for your soul.

Mt. Olive Food Shelf News:
The Mt. Olive Food Shelf is a much-used resource for many
people in this area and it is one of many mission
opportunities that Mt. Olive sponsors. Our Thanksgiving
Offering goes to it every year. It has grown steadily in
number of users over this last year.
Ways to support the Food Shelf:
If you are able to pick up a few extra items when you go to
the grocery store, they can be left by the cabinet in the
Upper Room. If you prefer not to shop, a check or cash can
be put in the offering plate and marked “food shelf.”
Items most needed are soup, canned fruit, canned pasta
and meat, tuna, peanut butter, jelly/jam, cereal, ramen,
rice, mac and cheese, pasta and pasta sauce, canned
veggies and juice. Non-food items include deodorant,
toothpaste, toothbrushes,
shampoo, lotion and soap.
Anything you can give would be much appreciated! Thank you!

Statistics beginning 4/26/10 – total served = 99;
2011 total served = 229
2012 total served = 251 (26 Bibles)
2013 total served = 317 (20 Bibles)
2014 total served = 452 (10 Bibles)
2015 total served = 466 (18 Bibles)
2016 total served = 346 (16 Bibles)
2017 total served = 361 (16 Bibles)
2018 total served = 396 (7 Bibles)
2019 total served = 319 (7 Bibles)
Total served thru November= 124 (1 Bible)

Actual monthly totals are posted on the cabinet door in the Upper
Room.
There will be a free will offering after the service.
Food items can also be brought on Mission Sunday.
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Mission Sunday is December 20th
“Wolf – Kenya”
John and Jenn Wolf serve the Lord as career missionaries through The
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) in Kenya. As the Africa
region’s project manager, John provides oversight and support for
projects and grants across the region, with a particular focus on mercy
work. He also trains the local people and the local church partners to
develop, manage and sustain projects that support Christian growth and
congregational needs across Africa.

John and Jenn Wolf and their children

Prayers
Please pray for the Wolfs as they serve in Kenya. Ask God to give them
strength and peace as they transition to life overseas, learning the culture
and the language. Please pray for John as he works to support the needs
of the African people in a way that remains true to the Gospel. Pray also
for Jenn and the children as they support John in his work and as they
build relationships with the people they are called to serve. Please pray
for the people in Africa that they are brought to and strengthened in a
saving knowledge of Christ and are assisted in their vocations through
the work of the LCMS African missionaries. Let us give thanks to God
the Wolfs are serving in this part of the world.
There will be a freewill offering following the service
Thank you for supporting this worthy mission!
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News from Lutheran Island Camp

January Quilt Retreat
January 18-24, 2020
Come away to the peace of Lutheran Island Camp and be refreshed
as you find space and time to create beautiful fabric works of art.

Confirmation Retreats
January - May
Weekend Dates Available
The availability of confirmation retreats will be based upon the
guidelines for school districts related to conducting face-to-face
instruction. Face-to-face instruction must be taking place in both
the sending community and in Ottertail County at the time of the
event. All health department guidelines related to COVID will be
followed and the situation will be fluid throughout the winter
season. Register below and we will contact your church to set up
your event.

Family Retreats
Available Throughout the Fall
Spend some time relaxing on the Island with your family this
summer. Self-directed family retreats allow for lodging in one of
our semi-rustic cabins. Enjoy the beauty of the Island and reconnect with nature. Register below for more information and to
schedule your visit. We will contact you with options and
availability.
5011 230th St. Henning, MN 56551
218.583.2905
info@islandcamp.org
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Thank you!
Dear friends in Christ,
I pray this note finds you all well,
particularly in regard to faith in the
love of God our Father, which is of
lasting value. May He strengthen you always in
this faith throughout your days of pilgrimage in
this life, in every circumstance.
I write to say thank you for your financial
assistance for my seminary studies. I am ever
grateful for your aid in this way and ask for your
continued prayers. By God’s grace, I have just
completed my fall quarter, but the studies
continue even over break. I am currently
spending a good deal of time preparing for my up
coming theological interview, but I am also
putting a lot of effort into Greek and Latin and
patristic studies as I prayerfully consider
applying for the STM program; a 1-year advanced
degree. I ask your prayers in that regard as well,
as Tessa, Ambrose and I consider where the Lord
might have good use of Us, all according to His
gracious will.
Thank you again for your prayers and
assistance, and farewell in the Lord!
In Christ,
Josef L. Muench

Thank you to my friends at Mt. Olive
for the wonderful cards and well wishes!
It gives me such strength to have my
church family praying for me.
Thank you!
Eileen Mackenzie
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Poinsettias for the Altar
It's time once again
to order poinsettias
to decorate our
church for Christmas.
The price this year is
$9.99 for the 6"
traditional poinsettia (with several blooms), $24.75
for a two-branch plant. Please specify color of
plant: Red, White or Pink.
Please fill out the order form and put it in the
collection plate along with your check made out to
Mt. Olive Lutheran Church. (Please be sure to put
“Poinsettia” on the memo line of your check for the
counters.)
DEADLINE TO ORDER: SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6th
1. A gift from
OR
2. In memory of

Your Name
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December Anniversaries
7 – Bill & Ruth Cary, 58 yrs.
27 – Julie & Neil Igo, 45 yrs.

December Birthdays
1 – Eileen Mackenzie
2 – BreeAnn Simonson
5 – Peggy Claflin
Elizabeth Franck
Rachel Franck
8 – Ellie Stepec
9 – Joycelyn Ottinger
13 – Mike Polzin
14 – Jo Ann Bollman
Pastor Franck
18 – Dorothy Thoreson
17 – Christal Miller
20 – Bill Cary
21 – John Jezierski
23 – Bill Koivisto
Joddy Polzin
25 – Tom Wedward
30 – Delila Olson
Luke Petrich
31 – Dave Duncan

Prayers and Good Wishes!
Abigail Franck and family, Julie Jones,
Eileen Mackenzie, Tom Robbins,
Gary and Carolyn Werkhoven
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Advent/Special Worship
Ushers:
12/02 – Advent – Jim Franck
12/09 – Advent – Arden Weaver
12/16 – Advent – Dave Erven
12/23 – Advent – Jim Franck
12/24 – Christmas Eve – Jim Franck and Arden Weaver
12/25 – Christmas Day – Jim Franck and Ed Martinson
12/31 – New Year’s Eve – Jim Franck
Communion Assistants:
12/25 – Christmas Day – Jeff Suronen
12/31 – New Year’s Eve – Bob Iverson
Acolytes:
12/02 – Advent – Lydia Franck
12/09 – Advent – Joshua Franck
12/16 – Advent – Lydia Franck
12/23 – Advent – Joshua Franck
12/24 – Christmas Eve – Joshua Franck
12/25 – Christmas Day – Lydia Franck
12/31 – New Year’s Eve – Joshua Franck
Crucifer – Jacob Franck
Counters:
12/02 – Advent –
12/09 – Advent –
12/16 – Advent –
12/23 – Advent –
12/24 – Christmas Eve –
12/25 – Christmas Day –
12/31 – New Year’s Eve –

New Year’s Eve
7:00 pm – Divine Worship
w/Comm.

