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Blessings for a Joyful New Year! 

In the two weeks before Christmas, I attended two funerals, for Marlys 

Lindberg and Beth Schield. That connection between death and 

Christmas might seem dissonant, but as I was going through some of the 

Christmas hymns in our hymnal, I came across some very comforting 

and promising words, those written by Paul Gerhardt. Here are his 

words from "All My Heart Again Rejoices," LSB 360 vv. 5-6, especially 

the last two stanzas: 

Softly from His lowly manger 

Jesus calls 

One and all, 

"You are safe from danger. 

Children, from the sins that grieve you 

You are freed; 

All you need 

I will surely give you." 

Come, then, banish all your sadness! 

One and all, 

Great and small, 

Come with songs of gladness. 

We shall life with Him forever 

There on high 

In that joy 

Which will vanish never. 
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Jesus is the Light of the World. Our Christmas Eve service especially 

focused on that image. And it is an image that continues through the 

month of January, in the Epiphany season. Jesus is revealed for who he 

truly is through the worship of the Magi, through His baptism, through 

his miraculous turning of water into wine, and through his 

transfiguration. Jesus is truly light for us in our darkness, in all our 

darkness, and is leading us to everlasting light.  

Revelation 21:22-27 ESV 22 And I saw no temple in the city, for its 
temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. 23 And the city has 
no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, 
and its lamp is the Lamb. 24 By its light will the nations walk, and the 
kings of the earth will bring their glory into it, 25 and its gates will never 
be shut by day—and there will be no night there. 26 They will bring into 
it the glory and the honor of the nations. 27 But nothing unclean will ever 
enter it, nor anyone who does what is detestable or false, but only 
those who are written in the Lamb’s book of life.  

Christ writes our names in His book of life, 

and he walks with us to the place he has 

prepared for us. What joy that is! 

I was reminded this past week of that 

great prayer, what is often called the 

Pilgrim Prayer. It is a good reminder of 

Christ’s presence with us:  

Lord God, You have called your servants to ventures of which we 
cannot see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils 
unknown. Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing 
where we go but only that Your hand is leading us and Your love 
supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

In Christ our Lord, 

Pastor Rob Franck 
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New Year’s Eve Worship 

December 31
st
 at 7:00 p.m. 

at  

Mt. Olive Lutheran Church  

 
 

 
 

 

HAVE YOU ever considered being a pastor or deaconess?  If 

so, Rev. Eggold from Concordia Seminary, St. Louis would like to 

meet with you at Mt. Olive Lutheran church on THURSDAY, 

February 19
th

  anytime between 4:00 – 8:00 pm.  Rev. Eggold is 

interested in meeting with prospective students of all ages – 

elementary school through adults who are already employed in 

another vocation.  Conferences are individual, informal, and 

family/friends are welcome.  Reservations are not necessary, but 

strongly encouraged.  If you are interested in scheduling a specific 

conference, please call Rev. Eggold at 314-505-7225 or email him 

at eggold@csl.edu to set-up an appointment. 

mailto:eggold@csl.edu
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Greetings Fellow Congregants,  
2015 is here and it’s time to reflect on 

another year past.  

While last winter was one for the record books, this one has started 

out much milder. Even with all the low temperatures, we still 

saved money on heating. The savings was just was not as dramatic 

as we had hoped. This year will give us a better gauge to determine 

our savings. 

Our window project is in motion. The design of the large window 

is mostly complete. Genesis, our contractor is going to start work 

on the window in January. It should be completed by spring. Our 

pledges for the other widows have increased modestly to $34,350. 

That leaves us quite a bit short of our projected costs of $120,000. 

Please keep in mind that these windows are a long-term benefit for 

our church in increased comfort and energy savings as well as 

preserving the stained glass for generations to come. With your 

loved one’s name on a plaque, their memory will be preserved too. 

Prayerfully consider making a donation to this worthy project. 

Pledge forms are available on the table in the narthex.  

We will also look into the possibility of new carpet for the 

fellowship hall. It is definitely at end of life and in need of 

replacement. Other improvements coming soon are energy 

efficient lighting and new light posts by the main entrance to 

replace the broken lights. 

Or budget passed, but we show a $4000 deficit for the coming 

year. This is despite cutting back on Connie’s hours slightly, 

installing energy efficient lighting, and having Pastor pay $100 a 

month toward his health insurance. Our hope is that non-budget 

giving will cover the deficit.  

Evangelism can be a challenge and it can also be a great 

opportunity. Or food shelf is more heavily used each month. This 

year was another record with over 425 visits. That averages out to 

8 people a week! There is obviously a great need that we are 

fulfilling. While our membership is fairly steady, it would be great 

to experience some growth. On that note, we are looking for 
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someone to head up overseeing our online presence. While we 

have a web page, it’s not what it needs to be to help attract new 

members. Contact one of the elders or Pastor Franck if you are 

interested in helping increase our presence in cyberspace. 

Yours in Christ, 

Bob Iverson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dessert Theater 

February 14, 2015 

Mt. Olive Lutheran Church 
 

 

 

DESSERT THEATER 

Yes, one of the youth group fundraisers will be the Dessert 
Theater. Warm up your talents and come enjoy a nice evening of 
music, skits, and so on, along with tasty desserts, on the evening 
of FEBRUARY 14. This year Thrivent will be supporting our 
fundraiser by providing the ingredients for the desserts. 
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From the 

Church 

Office 
 

Blessings to each and every one of you in the New Year! 

We have had a beautiful white winter so far.  Winter enthusiasts are 

snowmobiling, skiing, snowboarding, etc.  It’s also been cold enough to 

enjoy skating, hot chocolate and warm fires.  After the joy and happiness 

of Christmas are over, it’s easy to feel a post-holiday letdown.  Yet, as I 

sit in my breakfast nook, watching the birds at the feeder and blinking 

from the bright sunshine and snow, marveling at how the birds don’t 

mind the snow and cold – I can’t help but thank the Lord for all that He 

is and does for us in this wonderful world that we live in.  

Office Hours will change once again with the New Year: Tuesday and 

Wednesday – from 8:00 a.m.to 3:00 p.m. and Thursday from 8:00 a.m. to 

2:00 p.m.  This is to ease my way into retirement which will be 

December 1, 2015.  I will have worked with all of you for ten years by 

that time.  My leaving is due to my husband’s wishes to travel more and 

spend more time together.  (Jayne Martinson has graciously offered to 

continue to come to the office on Monday mornings to answer the phone 

and to help out where she can.  Thank you, Jayne.) 

Now for the nitty gritty:  Don’t forget to check 

your mailboxes at the church.  Pick up your 

2015 offering envelopes.    A new church 

directory will soon be printed and on the table in 

the narthex.  Pick one up at your earliest 

convenience.  If you want to continue to get The 

Lutheran Witness or would like to start receiving 

it, please fill out the form found on page xx in 

this newsletter.  And don’t forget – those annual reports need to be 

turned into the office by January 8
th
 as well as your newsletter articles for 

February. Thank you in advance for your promptness! 

Have a blessed and bountiful 2015!! 

God Bless you!  

Connie 
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Mount Olive Lutheran Church 

Minutes—Voter’s Meeting-–December 7, 2014 

11:06  Meeting called to order by Bob Iverson. 
Explanation of pattern of income, expenses, reduction in 
money carried over from 2014 compared to 2013. 

Discussion regarding expenses/costs/salaries of Pastor 
Franck and Connie and changes proposed for 2015.  
Proposing cutbacks to:  Missions – 8%, decreasing 
contribution to Issues, etc from $1,000 to $500 for 2015.  
Discussion regarding attempting to cutback on energy 
costs; including changing basement lighting to more 
energy efficient bulbs.  

Question and explanation regarding Capitol 
Improvement/Window Funds and how the funds are 
being utilized and the cost savings involved with the 
Funds/Projects. 

11:19  Motion by Ernie Schoenfeld, seconded by Tom Wedward 
to accept the budget as proposed. 
Unanimous vote in favor of passing budget as proposed. 

11:20 Questions/discussion regarding Window Project/Funds – 
will likely require a loan of $50,000 - $60,000  for the 
project.  Discussed logistics of the project, anticipated 
benefits in cost savings and rationale for  the necessity of 
the project given chronological age of the windows; 
repair vs replacement costs.  

11:26  Pastor Franck discussed membership changes:  including 
transfers, a baptism, confirmation additions, members 
passed away and current Board of Elders project of 
identifying/contacting inactive members regarding 
reactivation vs updating the church roster.  

11:26 Election regarding elected positions:  Members of Board 
of Elders. 



8  Highlights                                                                               January 2015 

Unanimous vote to re-elect current Chairperson, Bob 
Iverson and Financial Officer, Kaye Tanttari and current 
board members.  

11:31 Discussion regarding election of circuit positions:  
Motion by Tom Wedward and seconded by Pam 
Reinemann to accept current nominees. Unanimous 
vote to accept nominees.  

11:33 Discussion regarding circuit representatives:  motion 
made by Pam Reinemann and seconded by 
TomWedward to accept Jeff Suronen as representative 
and Dave Warren as alternate. Unanimous vote to 
approve nominations. 

11:35 Discussion regarding Thrivent Choice – Jeff Reinemann 
to assist. 

11:36 Question regarding evangelism.  Discussion about 
current efforts including Campus Ministry, outreach 
activities including Food Shelf, BOLD Choice, Narcotics 
Anonymous, Cub Scouts, Home School Choir   etc. 

Discussion of “wear and tear” on carpet/facilities and 
costs vs revenue generated, utilization of facilities  by 
the various groups. 

11:44 Motion made by Dick Gastler, seconded by Ernie 
Schoenfeld to close the meeting. 
Unanimous vote to adjourn the meeting. 

11:45   Meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

Respectfully submitted by Ed Martinson 
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Circle News: 

The January schedule resumes with: 

 Priscilla Circle will meet on January 5th. 

 The Mitten Tree for Kids Closet is in the 
narthex.  The collection will continue through 
January 9th.  Thank you for all your donations. 

 Rebecca Circle will meet on Saturday, 
January 17th for lunch at the Pickwick, at 11:30 a.m.    Men are 
invited to join them. 

 Quilting will meet on Wednesday, January 21st at 9:30 a.m. 

The Lydia Circle will resume again beginning in April.  Women of the 

congregation are encouraged and welcome to join any of the groups.  All 

meetings are at the church unless otherwise indicated.  Feel free to call 

the office for information.

 

 

THE LWML will continue to collect Mites monthly on 

the first Sunday of the month at the end of the service. 

The collection box will be next to the exit of the church.  

Watch the bulletin monthly inserts regarding the 

distribution of the monies collected.  

 

LWML Meeting 
Ladies of Mt. Olive, you are all invited to attend our next 
LWML meeting to be held on Sunday, January 11th, in the 
Upper Room following the church service.  We will be 
discussing fundraising projects and work on some valentines 
for our shut-ins.  See Carol Walczak if you have any 
questions. 
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The Rebecca Circle still has pecans for sale.  If would still like to 

purchase some for yourself or as a gift please contact Terry Trogdon by 

email at ttrogdon@gmail.com or by phone at 218-525-4690. 

 
Many of you may have read that our former LWML Zone President, Beth 
Schield died on Monday, December 17th.  Funeral services were held on 
December 22nd at Shepherd of the Lake Lutheran Church in Two 
Harbors.  She was a dedicated, capable leader and an inspiration as she 
fought for her health. We will miss her good ideas and prayerful 
guidance. 
 
Cards to Kirk Schield and Family 
              574 Valley Rd 
              Two Harbors, MN 55616-1479 

mailto:ttrogdon@gmail.com
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Youth Group 

Once again, Mount Olive will be 
represented at the Minnesota 
State Bible Bowl competition. 
Four youths (Elizabeth Franck, 
Rachel Franck, Jacob Franck, 
and Jesse Robison) will be 
representing us on February 28 
at Concordia College in St. Paul. 
The topic this year is the Gospel 
of Luke.  God’s blessings on your efforts. 

 

Higher Things 
This summer’s Higher Things youth 
conference is July 21-24 in Grand 
Rapids, Michigan. We are sending a 
group again, but registrations are 
filling up. If you would like to 
attend, please speak with Pastor or 
Gayle Franck as soon as possible. 
Also, please keep them in your 
prayers, and there will be various 
fundraisers to help support them 
financially. 

  Te Deum 2015 
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Go to www.islandcamp.org for more information on other 

events in January: 

Mystery Dinner Theater Weekend (January 2 - January 4) 

Christian Writers Workshop (January 9 - January 11) 

http://www.islandcamp.org/
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Lutheran Witness 

Sign-Up 
 

The Lutheran Witness magazine is published monthly 

for the lay people of the Lutheran Church-Missouri 

Synod.  It contains a wide variety of thought-provoking 

information including: 

 Articles about issues we face every day  
 News about the LCMS 

 LCMS positions on topics of current interest 

 Stories about fellow Christians 

     Features witnessing faith, compassion, and humor 

     Colorful photos and illustrations 

     Special Minnesota North District insert 

The current subscriptions for the magazine expire with the March 2015 

issue.  The renewal cost for the next year is $22.01 ... just ~$1.84 per issue. 

In order to receive this meaningful Lutheran publication from April 2015 

through March 2016, please complete the form below (or use the Lutheran 

Witness envelope in the packet of 2015 offering envelopes).  Please place it 

along with $22.01 check/cash in the offering plate or return it to the church 

office by January 26
th

. 

If you have any questions, contact the church office. 

I/We wish to subscribe to The Lutheran Witness magazine. 

 

My/Our check _____ cash _____ for $22.01 is attached. 

Name  

 

Address  
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Food for your body • Food for your soul. 

Our food shelf has had a very busy year with 317 visits for 2013, and the 
need will most certainly continue for 2014. The total through 
November exceeds 400 thus far.  Besides the $100 a month from the 
Family Assistance Fund, we have had some wonderful contributions, 
including a $500 outside donation and $1,000 from a member! This will 
go a long way to help feed many people, so thank you to everyone who 
has given money or brought in food! 

As a reminder, cash/check donations can be placed in the offering plate 
and marked “food shelf.” For food 
donations,  we need tuna and other 
canned meat, peanut butter and jelly, 
juice, cereal, canned or dried fruit, canned 
meals (pasta and meat, chow mein, stew), 
canned veggies, soup, rice, mac & cheese, 
pasta and pasta sauce, and microwave 
popcorn. Non-food items that go quickly 
are deodorant, toothpaste, shampoo and 
conditioner, lotions and body wash. 

Statistics beginning 4/26/10 – total served = 99; 
2011 total served = 229;   
2012 total served = 251; 
2013 total served = 317;   
Total served thru November = 412; December to date = 32 
Actual monthly totals are posted on the cabinet door in the Upper 
Room. 

The storage pantry is always in need of 
replenishing.  Bags of groceries are brought in 
weekly, and yet, most of the supplies are depleted 
very quickly.  Your generosity has helped many 
people and they really do appreciate all that you 
do with the food shelf.  Many thanks are passed 

on to the congregation from those who use the food shelf.  

 

Thank you for your continued support of the Food Shelf.  The 

total helped will be nearly 450 for 2014. 
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Lutheran Student Fellowship 
Thank you so much to Liz Klein, our most recent Campus Ministry 
Coordinator, as she graduated from UMD and will no longer be 
serving in that role. She is moving home for a few months before 
beginning her new job with the Target Corporation. 

Taking over for her for at least the Spring semester will be 
Rebekah Franck. Rebekah has been working as a tutor at the 
Congdon Park School through the AmeriCorps program, and will 
be working a few hours a week coordinating our campus ministry 
efforts. Thank you Rebekah. 

January 4-7, LCMSU (our synod’s campus ministry department) 
will be sponsoring a conference in St. Louis, and four college 
students from our congregation will be attending: Joe and Anya 
Muench, and Elizabeth and Rachel Franck. The theme this year is 
“Taboo,” a frank discussion about sexuality and God’s Word. 
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Team Leaders – Register Now for the $1,000 2015 LCEF Y.I. Challenge 

To Participate 

Your church/school should register by Nov. 2, 2014 (if at all possible) in 
order to receive your communication materials.  Registration should be 
completed by at least one individual (a team leader) per church/school 
with a valid email address. 

Registered team leaders will receive Y.I. Challenge materials (inserts, 
posters, etc.) to help increase their church/school members’ awareness 
and participation.  Team leaders will also receive one Leader Board 
email per week during the three-week quiz period.  It will include 
competition standings which should be shared with your 
congregation/school to rally support and participation (e.g. “Trinity is in 
the lead!  However it’s a tight race, St. John is in a close second place 
with two weeks to go.) 

To Participate 

From January 25 to February 4, 2015, a 10-question-quiz with basic 
stewardship and finance questions will appear online at 
lcefuppermidwest.org/yichallenge.  Congregation members and your 
school students of all ages take the quiz online.  The higher your 
percentage of participation and correct answers, the better your 
chances of winning!  Note, while you may take the Y.I. Challenge 
multiple times to improve your score, only one top score from each 
participant will count toward your church/school’s final GPA. 

At the end of the quiz periods, based upon quiz results, one 
congregation/school in each participating district will win $1,000 from 
your district LCEF to use for ministry!  If you have any questions 
regarding this year’s Y.I. Challenge in the upper Midwest, please contact 
Maria.Hendrickson@lcef.org. 

 

mailto:Maria.Hendrickson@lcef.org
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Notes from the Financial Secretary: 

2015 Envelopes are on a table in 

the coat room.  Do not use them 

until January 1
st
 of 2015.   If 

someone would like envelopes and 

did not receive them, please contact 

the office or Keri Lynn.  Your 

statements for the 4
th

 quarter will be 

in your mailboxes by the end of 

January.  If you have any questions 

about your statement, please contact the office.  Thank you. 

 

Any offerings for 2014 must be in the office no later than 

December 30
th

.  Thank you for your consideration in this matter. 
 

 
 

 “Undeck the Halls” 

Thursday, January 8
th

 

5:00 p.m. 

 

Join us on Thursday at 5:00 pm for a 

light supper, to help remove the 

Christmas decorations and church 

cleaning.  It should be a fun time for 

everyone!!  Your help is greatly 

appreciated. 
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Many of you may have read that our former LWML Zone President, Beth 
Schield died on Monday, December 17th.  Funeral services were held on 
December 22nd at Shepherd of the Lake Lutheran Church in Two 
Harbors.  She was a dedicated, capable leader and an inspiration as she 
fought for her health. We will miss her good ideas and prayerful 
guidance. 
 
Cards to Kirk Schield and Family 
              574 Valley Rd 
              Two Harbors, MN 55616-1479 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

A very heart-felt THANK YOU to the congregation for your generous 
Christmas gift to me and my family. I very much appreciate serving 
Jesus and YOU here in this place, and I wish you all a blessed 
Christmas and New Year.  

In Christ our Lord,  
Pastor Franck 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

“Thank you so much for your Christmas cards and greetings.  You are 

all very much appreciated as I consider you my “family” away from 

home.  Have a great and blessed New Year.”  

Bless you, Connie 
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January Anniversaries 
 

08   Kevin & Julie Jones, 27 years 

26   Richard & Lois Mertz, 48 years 

 

 

January Birthdays 
  4 Richard Berg 

  7 Beth Esselstrom 

 Laura Hass 

  9 Raychel Reiff 

13 Camille Jones 

14 Sarah Sloan 

15 Greg Anderson 

17 Katie Hass 

21 Lisa Reinemann 

 Pam Reinemann 

 Carolyn Werkhoven 

24 Marianne Jezierski 

25 Holly Chambers 

 Judy Hoops 

 

 

Tips for making good New Year’s 

Resolutions: 

 

1. Create a plan 

2. Create your plan immediately 

3. Write down your resolutions 

and plan 

4. Think “year round”, not just 

new year’s 

5. Remain flexible 


