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Notes from the Pastor…
The season of Lent begins the middle of this
month, with Ash Wednesday services on
February 14. Lent is a season of the church year
meant to prepare us to celebrate the death and
resurrection of Jesus Christ our Savior, which of course we do in
Holy Week and Easter.
One of the ways we do so is through extra services, where we hear
God’s Word and contemplate upon God’s
great gifts. This year as an overall theme for
Lent, I’m going to be preaching through the
book of 1 Corinthians.
This letter of Paul is a very interesting one, one in which Paul
addresses many concerns that seem very applicable to situations
we face today. Paul started that congregation, and the difficult
situation it found itself in after Paul left was deeply in Paul’s heart
and prayers. They faced divisions, had to deal with sexual
immorality, they struggled with what marriage was about, spiritual
gifts, and other issues. They had difficulty understanding the
Lord’s Supper. It sounds like a list of issues facing the
contemporary church, and Paul’s words directly apply.
But Paul brought every one of these issues back to the heart of the
Christian faith. Everything came back to the cross of Jesus Christ,
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Jesus’ death and his resurrection. We too will find application to
our human condition and situation as we walk with Jesus to the
cross, where Jesus died for us.
Jesus cross was meant to mark us, to imprint itself upon our life as
well. The kids’ choir is singing a piece I will likely make our
theme hymn during lent:
On my heart imprint your image
Blessed Jesus, King of grace,
That life’s riches, cares, and pleasures
Never may your work erase;
Let the clear inscription be:
Jesus, crucified for me,
Is my life, my hope’s foundation,
And my glory and salvation!
It is coincidental that this year, the beginning of Lent, Ash
Wednesday, falls on the day of St. Valentine, a day when our
society remembers “love.” Paul in 1 Corinthians defines what true
love really is. 1 Corinthians 13 defines love, and it is in many ways
the reason why Jesus did come and go to the cross, because of His
deep love for us.
God’s richest blessings to each of you this month, as we head with
Jesus to the cross, and through that cross, to the resurrection.
In Christ Our Lord

Pastor Franck
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When You Commit to and Embrace Fellowship with God’s people:
Take a moment and think on what a spectacular gift
Christian fellowship really is.
You demonstrate a sincere love for Jesus. 1John 4:19-20; Romans 12:9-16
You receive the encouragement of harmony. Rom. 15:5
You benefit from mutual instruction, encouragement and correction.
Rom. 15:14
You gain opportunities for joy, mutual comfort, unity, encouragement and
peace. 2Cor. 13:11; 1Th. 4:18; 1Th. 5:11
You use your newfound freedom for the loving service of others. Gal. 5:13
You receive God-given opportunities to develop patience. Eph. 4:1-2
You become aware of God-given opportunities to grow in kindness and
forgiving others. Eph. 4:32; Col. 3:13
You receive mutual encouragement and growth that comes from corporate
worship before God. Col 3:16
You demonstrate reverence to Christ. Eph. 5:21
You put yourself on God’s pathway for cultivating spiritual growth.
Col. 3:7-10
You gain opportunities to see God’s answers to prayer especially in the lives
of others. 2Th. 1:3 cf. 1Th. 3:11-12
You receive confrontation from others, making yourself less vulnerable to the
hardening deceitfulness of sin. Heb. 3:13
You stir up others to love and good works, while being stirred up by others to
love and good works. Heb. 10:24-25
You gain many opportunities to put to death your judgmental spirit.
James 4:11, 5:9
You are freed to confess your sins to a brother or sister and benefit by their
prayers for you. James 5:16
You grow in humility. 1Pet. 5:5
You make the Gospel more visible to a dark world.
John 13:35; 1Th. 4:9; Titus 3:3; 1John 3:11, 23; 1John 4:7, 11-12; 2John 5
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From the Church Office...
February! This month is just full of
interesting days and points of
interest! We start with Ground hog
Day, Ash Wednesday, Valentine’s
Day, President’s Day and all the
events of the church in between.
Lent is early this year and I think
it interesting that Ash Wednesday
landed on Valentine’s Day.
There are some events and programs happening that
are exciting such as: Dessert Theatre; The Book Club is
still reading “The Grand Weaver”; “Main Street Living
North” is going strong; The LWML is collecting for the
Grain Train and the Rebecca Circle is visiting with
treats to Mt. Royal Pines. So much more you will have
to read the newsletter to find out! There is also lots of
opportunity to participate in fellowship: Sunday
morning coffees; different circles and bible studies.
Participation guarantees a warm and fuzzy feeling!

Thank you to all the people who got their reports in already! It
really helps the process of compiling the Annual Report; I am still
waiting for reports from some groups (you know who you are!).
Please send them in to me as soon as you are able; the deadline for
March’s Newsletter is February 16th.
Have a wonderful February!
Your servant in Christ,
Julie

FYI
If anyone is missing a Mt. Olive Cookbook; we found one in the coat
room. It is in the office.

6 Highlights

February 2018

Circle News:
The February schedule is as follows:


Rebecca Circle is visiting with and
bringing homemade cookies to the
residents of Mt. Royal Pines III
Wednesday, Feb. 21 @ 2:00 pm.
Please come and enjoy the fun; any
questions call Judy Hoops @ 5256655.



The Lydia Circle will resume again beginning in April.
Women of the congregation are encouraged and welcome
to join any of the groups. All meetings are at the church
unless otherwise indicated. Feel free to call the office for
information.



The Book Club meets at Dee’s house the 1st and 3rd
Tuesdays each month @ 7 pm.

THE LWML will continue to collect Mites monthly on the first
Sunday of the month at the end of the service. The collection box
will be next to the exit of the church. Watch the bulletin monthly
inserts regarding the distribution of the monies
collected.
LWML Mites YTD $149.82
Thanks so much for your generous support!

The LWML is in the process of assembling
hygiene kits for men and women which will be
delivered to the Orphan Grain Train. Kits are
sent to disaster, needy or war areas. We will be
collecting items until Sunday, March 11.
Following are items that will go into the kits. We have received
from Thrivent $250 to act as seed money for this project. We plan
to use some of that money for towels that will need to be
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purchased to complete the kits. You are invited to pick up an item
or two from the list below and drop it off in our collection box in
the Upper Room. Thank you for supporting the LWML and the
Orphan Grain Train!
wash cloth (dark colors)
bath-size bar soap
adult-size toothbrush
sturdy comb
Band-Aids (1/2 or 3/4 inch)
Deodorant

Women’s Book Club
“The Grand Weaver: How God Shapes Us
Through the Events of Our Lives”
By, Ravi Zacharius
1 and 3 Tuesday of the month 7PM
Dee Andersons:
130 Carlisle Ave.
st

rd

We’d love to have you - just show up or call:

Dee 213-8992 or Carol 724-3924
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February 9th at 7pm we are having our annual Dessert Theatre!
You are all invited to attend and enjoy music, skits, and dessert! If
you would like to participate in this event by sharing talents such
as playing an instrument, reading a poem, doing a skit, dancing,
singing, etc... Please contact Elizabeth or Rachel Franck! We also
need some background help such as setting up, taking down,
making desserts and donating card tables for the evening! We are
hoping to set up the Thursday night before the event and take down
Friday night after the event, so if you are able to help out either of
those nights it would be greatly appreciated!
Thank you! Rachel

Rebecca Circle Members:
We hope to see you at Mount Royal Pines III on Wednesday,
February 21st at 2 pm.
Come and socialize with the residents, play games
and bring treats to enjoy with coffee. They love to have children
come too!
Any questions call Judy at 525-6655.
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Food for your body • Food for your soul.

Mt. Olive Food Shelf News:
Thank you for your regular support! We spend $300.00 per month,
and it is completely from the generous donations of our members!
There is always a need for more funds so please consider setting
aside a portion for this ministry. Our visitors really do appreciate
the food available to them here, and the friendly greeting they
receive from Mt. Olive. so this is a great community outreach in
that way, too.
To help support the food shelf, your check/cash can be placed in
the offering plate and marked “food shelf.” If you want to do your
own shopping, the items we need most are soup, canned fruit,
canned pasta and meat, peanut butter, jam/jelly, tuna and other
canned meat, cereal, canned veggies, rice, mac and cheese, ramen,
pasta and pasta sauce, juice, peanuts and microwave popcorn. Nonfood items include deodorant, toothpaste, shampoo/conditioner,
lotion and soap. These can be left outside the cabinet in the Upper
Room.
Thank you, again, for all your donations, both monetary and food
items!
Statistics beginning 4/26/10 – total served =
99;
2011 total served = 229;
2012 total served = 251 (26 Bibles);
2013 total served = 317 (20 Bibles);
2014 total served = 452 (10 Bibles);
2015 total served = 466 (18 Bibles);
2016 total served = 346 (16 Bibles);
2017 total served = 361 (16 Bibles)
Total served thru 2018 = 26 (0 Bibles)

Actual monthly totals are posted on the cabinet door in the Upper
Room.
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Mission Sunday is February 18
Military Bible Stick: Faith comes by hearing
Statement of Faith
Faith Comes By Hearing exists to proclaim
Jesus Christ as Lord in all that we do.

Trusting in Jesus Christ as our
Savior, we believe in:





The Bible as the inspired Word of God.
The Deity of our Lord Jesus Christ, God’s Son.
The vicarious death of Jesus Christ for our sins, His bodily
resurrection, and His personal return.
The presence and power of the Holy Spirit in the work of
regeneration.

Our Vision
Get God’s Word to every person.

Our Mission
To record and provide the Word of God in every translated
language.

We Believe
The fulfillment of the Great Commission can be completed within
our lifetime.

Be a part of the story & see lives changed
“Now I know that it’s through the Word of God in audio that many
people will find Jesus.”
There will be a free will offering after the service. Thank you for
supporting this wonderful ministry!
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The 2018 Higher Things conference
for youth will be happening again
this summer. We do plan to go, and
would love to have other Mount
Olive high school youth going with
us. There is one in Minnesota this
year (first time in over 10 years) July 3-6 in Northfield, Minnesota.
Because it's so close, we will have less travel costs. The cost for
the conference is $355 if we register before January 31, and the
ACT can cover half of that cost through our fundraising. Talk to
Pastor or Gayle Franck if you are interested. The theme this year is
SANCTIFIED. If you want more information, check it out at
higherthings.org

LIFELIGHT
A new LifeLight study begins Sunday, Feb.
4, on the book of Romans, part 1. Over a 9week period, we will study the first seven
chapters of Romans to see how those who
are right with God by faith in His Son have
been freed from the penalties we deserve.
Everyone interested in the Word that moved Martin Luther
500 years ago to launch his challenges against the Roman
Catholic church is encouraged to join us. We continue
meeting on Sunday afternoons, 3:30-5:00 pm. In the fall, we
plan to complete our study of Romans, part 2.







Pick up a study guide from the
narthex display and write your
name on the sign-up sheet
Suggested donation of $9.00 for
cost of the book may be paid using
the envelopes provided
Prepare for lesson #1
Meet Sunday, Feb. 4, at 3:30 pm in
the Upper Room
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Ash Wednesday is February 14th
It’s time to begin thinking about the
Wednesday Evening LENT worship
services!

Prior to the worship service various groups or individuals have
volunteered to host a soup supper beginning at 5:00 p.m. The
kitchen is fully stocked to aide any family or group who would
like to host a soup supper! (Supplies range from peanut
butter/jelly to cheese/crackers.)
Plan your evening to begin with a delicious soup supper and
fellowship with members of Mt. Olive before attending the
worship service at 6:30 p.m.
There will be a sign up sheet on the Upper room Door.

The dates to plan for are:
February 14th (Ash Wednesday) – LWML
February 21st – The Franck Family
February 28th –
March 7th –
March 14th –
March 21st –
March 29th (Maundy Thursday) –
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Thank you for the condolences and cards
upon the death of our father/grand
father/great grand father and father-in-law.
Our father passed away just 13 days short of
his earthly 95th birthday. We are so thankful
for God's blessings upon his life and we look
forward to seeing him soon. A hymn which
we love with all our heart says, Lord, let at

last Thine angels come, to Abr'ham's bosom bear
me home, that I may die unfearing: and in its
narrow chamber keep my body safe in peaceful
sleep until thy reappearing. And then from death
awaken me, that these mine eyes with joy may
see, O Son of God, thy glorious face, My Savior
and my fount of grace. Lord Jesus Christ, my
prayer attend, my prayer attend, and I will praise
thee without end. LSB 708.
Gayle Franck and Pattie VonHagel

Thank you to Peder Rieff for singing with us on
December 31st. Your voice was a wonderful addition
to our congregation!

GET WELL SOON!
Jerry Anderson, Carol Daigle, Marv
Hoops, Lois Maine,
Ed Martinson, Terry Trogdon
You are in our thoughts and prayers!
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Welcome New Members!
We welcome new and old members into the family of Mt. Olive
Lutheran Church today!
Be sure to give them a warm welcome as you greet them!

For contact information:
Jennifer Cline
(218) 213-4023
2811 W. 13th Street
Duluth, MN 55812

Jerry Hass
(218) 410-3866
P. O. Box 396
Makinen, MN 55763

Dave and Becky Sornenson
222 E. 2nd Street #104
Duluth, MN 55805

(218) 464-4221

Jennifer has been attending church for some time now and we
welcome her into the Mt. Olive fold. She was born Stuttgart,
Germany and has two children; Jachai (11) and JaMichael (7).
She enjoys reading, crocheting; football and volleyball. Family
brought her to Duluth. She knows Kathy Hass and we look
forward to getting to know her better!
Jerry is Kathy Hass’ brother-in-law. He is a retired welder and
is splitting time between his home between Duluth and Makinen;
getting it ready to sell. He likes music, riding motorcycles and
fishing; but not eating them according to Kathy! Welcome to
Mt. Olive Jerry!
Dave and Becky have been members since October of 2017. We
have enjoyed their presence! Dave enjoys puppetry, singing
and acting; and both Dave and Becky are interested in Sunday
school and bible studies. Welcome (publicly) to Mt. Olive Dave
and Becky!
New members are such a treasure because they enrich our
congregation and bring new opportunities to grow and fellowship
in the Word of God!
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Tim & Marianne Jezierski, 36 years
Jeff & Holly Suronen, 36 years
George & Norma Mousky, 62 years
Karen & Bryan Brandt, 10 years

February Birthdays
2
3

9
10
11
15
17
19
21
22
24
25
26

Gwen Chambers
Steve Linngren
Elias Fuchs
Brenda Holappa
Lois Mertz
James Stebbing
Phyllis Franck
Mabel Schauland
Lisa Shearer
Jon Farchmin
Thomas Von Hagel
Barb Wedward
Nikki Robbins
Kellen Sheedy
Barb Sheedy
Pat Johnson
John Stephenson
Emery Stepec
Lilianna Meichsner
Karen Brandt
Ardell Teige
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