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Notes from the Pastor…
I mentioned last month that this year,
Easter and the Lenten Season are a little
later in the calendar. I wrote about the
Epiphany season in last month’s
newsletter, a season that ends this year on
February 10 with the Transfiguration. Epiphany has to do with the
manifestation of the glory of Jesus Christ. Lent doesn’t start until
March 6 this year, on Ash Wednesday. But what comes between?
I had a couple interesting conversations with members recently about
that intermediary season. In our hymnal, Lutheran Service Book, this
part of the church year is associated with “The Time of Easter” and is
called the “Pre-Lent Season.” It’s not part of Lent, but precedes it.
Sometimes it is called the “gesima” season, because each of the
Sundays have that suffix at the end of its name. The color is green,
and in keeping with its “pre-lent” character, we omit the “Alleluias”
from the service, but don’t follow the other Lenten service omissions.
The names of the Sundays actually count (approximately) to Easter.
“Septuagesma,” seventieth day before Easter, “Sexagesima,” sixtieth
day before Easter, “Quinquagesima,” fiftieth day before Easter.
I really like to think of these Sundays as a season between the
Epiphany season and Lent. It’s a kind of pause between the focus
upon the revelation of who Jesus Christ is (in Christmas and
Epiphany), and the season of Lent, where we see what Jesus came to
do. In a way, I think these weeks help us see WHY of Jesus came—so

2 Highlights

February 2019

that we can be right before God by faith. In other words, the focus is
on justification, how we are saved by grace through faith in Jesus
Christ.
We can see Salvation by Grace through Faith in each of these
Sundays. On Septuagesima, February 17 this year, we have the gospel
reading about the laborers in the vineyard. The focus of that reading is
how we are all called to be workers in God’s vineyard, but the call
and the reward are entirely by God’s grace. February 24, Sexagesma
Sunday, we have an emphasis on the WAY God works and calls—
through His Word, with the gospel reading being that great parable of
Jesus known as the Sower and the Seed. March 3, Quinquagesima,
has the gospel reading where Jesus
predicts his death and heals a blind
beggar. The Epistle that Sunday is
Paul’s great “Love” chapter of 1
Corinthians 13. Everything Jesus did
for us He did out of His love for us,
which moves us to show love towards
others around us.
God richly blesses us in Jesus Christ, in who He is and what He came
to do. This blessing comes to us freely, by God’s grace alone, and the
only way to receive it is through faith, faith which itself is given to us.
We are called to follow Christ, to be workers in His vineyard,
extending that message of grace and love to those around us. Hear
God’s Word and grow in that grace and in your knowledge of Jesus
Christ.
In Christ our Lord,

Pastor Rob Franck
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Mt. Olive 100th Anniversary - 2022
Mt. Olive is celebrating its 100th anniversary in 2022!
We would like to recognize this special time with
multiple events to be planned by an Anniversary
Committee. These events can include but not be
limited to worship services, concerts and exhibits of
historical artifacts, etc. The anniversary will be here
before we know it; members interested please contact
Ed Martinson or Pastor Franck so we can begin
planning for this special time in Mt. Olive’s history.
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When You Commit to and Embrace Fellowship with God’s people:
Take a moment and think on what a spectacular gift
Christian fellowship really is.
You demonstrate a sincere love for Jesus. 1John 4:19-20; Romans 12:9-16
You receive the encouragement of harmony. Rom. 15:5
You benefit from mutual instruction, encouragement and correction.
Rom. 15:14
You gain opportunities for joy, mutual comfort, unity, encouragement and
peace. 2Cor. 13:11; 1Th. 4:18; 1Th. 5:11
You use your newfound freedom for the loving service of others. Gal. 5:13
You receive God-given opportunities to develop patience. Eph. 4:1-2
You become aware of God-given opportunities to grow in kindness and
forgiving others. Eph. 4:32; Col. 3:13
You receive mutual encouragement and growth that comes from corporate
worship before God. Col 3:16
You demonstrate reverence to Christ. Eph. 5:21
You put yourself on God’s pathway for cultivating spiritual growth.
Col. 3:7-10
You gain opportunities to see God’s answers to prayer especially in the lives
of others. 2Th. 1:3 cf. 1Th. 3:11-12
You receive confrontation from others, making yourself less vulnerable to the
hardening deceitfulness of sin. Heb. 3:13
You stir up others to love and good works, while being stirred up by others to
love and good works. Heb. 10:24-25
You gain many opportunities to put to death your judgmental spirit.
James 4:11, 5:9
You are freed to confess your sins to a brother or sister and benefit by their
prayers for you. James 5:16
You grow in humility. 1Pet. 5:5
You make the Gospel more visible to a dark world.
John 13:35; 1Th. 4:9; Titus 3:3; 1John 3:11, 23; 1John 4:7, 11-12; 2John 5
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From the Church Office...
February! This month is just full of
interesting days and points of
interest! We start with Ground hog
Day, Valentine’s Day, President’s
Day and all the events of the
church in between.
There
are
some
events
and
programs happening that are
exciting such as: Dessert Theatre,
“Main Street Living North” is going
strong, The LWML is collecting for
the Blessing Bags and the Eyeglass Collection, the
Rebecca Circle is visiting with treats to Mt. Royal
Pines. Also, visit our Library! The Priscilla Circle has
worked tirelessly to make sure it is interesting and
expansive. There is also lots of opportunity to
participate in fellowship: Sunday morning coffees;
different circles and bible studies.
Participation
guarantees a warm and fuzzy feeling!

Thank you to all the people who got their reports in already! It
really helps the process of compiling the Annual Report; I am still
waiting for reports from some groups (you know who you are!).
Please send them in to me as soon as you are able; the deadline for
March’s Newsletter is February 21st.
Have a wonderful February!
Your servant in Christ,
Julie
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Circle News:
The February schedule is as follows:


Rebecca Circle is visiting with and
bringing homemade cookies to the
residents of Mt. Royal Pines III
Wednesday, Feb. 20 @ 2:00 pm.
Please come and enjoy the fun; any
questions call Judy Hoops @ 5256655.



The Lydia Circle will resume again beginning in April.
Women of the congregation are encouraged and welcome
to join any of the groups. All meetings are at the church
unless otherwise indicated. Feel free to call the office for
information.

THE LWML will continue to collect Mites monthly on the first
Sunday of the month at the end of the service. The collection box
will be next to the exit of the church. Watch the bulletin monthly
inserts regarding the distribution of the monies
collected.
LWML Mites YTD $277.37
Thanks so much for your generous support!
LWML PROJECTS
Blessing Bags
At our next LWML meeting on March 10, the LWML will be
assembling Blessing Bags. A Blessing Bag is a gallon Ziplock bag
full of items to have in your car or bag to give to somebody in need
that you may encounter. The idea was spurred by a recent article in
the Lutheran Witness titled “When You See a Panhandler…” which
talked about showing mercy to those in need. One of the suggestions
in the article was to fill plastic bags with non-perishable snacks,
hygiene items, gift cards and Bible verses and keep them handy in
your car or bag, so that you can always be “generous and ready to
share” (1 Tim. 6:18) at a moment’s notice. A Blessing Bag could also
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be given to any person that would be coming on Sunday for the food
shelf, and instead of sending that person away empty-handed, we
could give them a Blessing Bag. Many of these items can be
purchased from your favorite dollar store. In addition to information
about our church, some of the other items we will be including in the
Blessing Bags are the following:
Hand
Toothpaste (travel
Toothbrush
Warmers
size)
Deodorant
Hand Lotion (travel
Washcloth
size)
Band Aids
Soft (not crunchy)
Hand Wipes
granola bars
Soap
Shampoo (travel size) Water/Juice Box
Chapstick
Fast-food gift card
Mints/cough
drops/gum
Pack of
Gallon-size Ziplock
Kleenex
bags
You are invited to help contribute to this project by purchasing any of
the items listed and placing them in the collection bin in the Upper
Room. After the Blessing Bags are collected, we will be sharing them
with members of the congregation. You will be encouraged to take as
many bags as you wish and hand them out to those in need. A
Thrivent grant has been applied for to help purchase some items.
Eyeglass Collection
Each year, MOST Ministries (an LCMS recognized service
organization) provides recycled eyeglasses to people living in the
developing nations around the world. Generous individuals, churches
and organizations across the US. collect and send used eyeglasses
to MOST Ministries, where they are then sorted, tested and
repackaged by volunteers for distribution on the mission field. The
cost of a pair of glasses in many developing nations can exceed a
month's salary. Without assistance from MOST Ministries, hundreds
of thousands of people would go without the glasses they need to
work, read or attend school. MOST Ministries often provides the only
pair of eyeglasses a person will ever own.
The LWML invites you to join us in reaching the world that has yet to
hear the Good News of God's love and saving grace through the
eyeglass ministry conducted by MOST Ministries. We have a
collection box in the narthex in which you can place eyeglasses that
you no longer need. They need adult or children glasses,
nonprescription sunglasses and over-the-counter reading glasses.
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They cannot use broken glasses. Once the box is full, the LWML will
send in the collection to MOST Ministries. We anticipate that this will
be an on-going project.

LIBRARY NEWS
The table outside the library highlights different
topics throughout the year with the topic changing
every few months. The current topic is “Lutheran:
What Does This Mean?” The library has a great
selection of books for adults as well as children on
the Lutheran faith. Some of the titles are Lutheranism 101,
Lutheranism 101 for Kids, Why I am a Lutheran, The Lutheran
Difference and Concordia: The Lutheran Confessions. Whether
you are a convert to the Lutheran faith or you are a life-long
Lutheran, you will find these books interesting and informative. As
Dr. C.F.W. Walther (the first president of the LCMS) stated, “The
Lord doesn't want us to remain children, blown to and fro by every
wind of doctrine; instead of that, He wants us to grow in
knowledge so that we can teach others.” The Mt. Olive library is a
treasure and can help you grow in knowledge – stop by and see
what we have!
CARE CARD CORNER is a new
opportunity for Mt. Olive members to
sign greeting cards expressing sympathy,
get well, or care and concern for
congregation members currently
experiencing these hardships. Each
Sunday cards will be available to sign in
the Upper Room before and after
worship service for those who have recently become ill, been
diagnosed/undergoing tests for serious illness, experienced the
death of a family member, and the like. Stop by to sign cards each
week at the CARE CARD CORNER. It’s a thoughtful way for us
as a congregation to show love and support for members who are
hurting. CARE CARD CORNER is a project of Mt. Olive’s
LWML.
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DESSERT THEATER
Friday, February 8th at 7pm
If you have an act, song, talent, skit, poem,
or musical something you would like to
share on that night, please
contact Elizabeth or Rachel Franck!

We are having our annual dessert theatre,
Friday February 8th at 7pm. This will be a fundraiser for
the youth group/ young adults going to Higher Things this
summer. Thrivent is providing funds for the desserts. We
have several people signed up for musical numbers and skits,
if you haven't yet signed up yet please contact Elizabeth or
Rachel so they can get the bulletin together! Otherwise come
for a fun evening with desserts and laughing, hope to see you
there!
Every One His Witness Workshop
Saturday, February 16, 2019
St. Matthews, Esko
9 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. FREE

The Every One His Witness workshop
is designed to equip disciples of Jesus
Christ to share the Gospel in their
everyday lives with people whom God has placed into
relationships with them. This workshop addresses the reasons
we witness through a theological foundation for witnessing and
explores how to witness by introducing a creative approach for
witnessing. Please call St. Matthews at (218) 879 -3510 to
register.
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Food for your body • Food for your soul.

Mt. Olive Food Shelf News:
The Mt. Olive Food Shelf is a much used resource for many
people in this area and it is one of many mission opportunities
that Mt. Olive sponsors. Our Thanksgiving Offering goes to it
every year. It has grown steadily in number of users over this
last year.
Ways to support the Food Shelf:
If you are able to pick up a few extra items when you go to the
grocery store, they can be left by the cabinet in the Upper
Room. If you prefer not to shop, a check or cash can be put in
the offering plate and marked “food shelf.”
Items most needed are soup, canned fruit, canned pasta
and meat, tuna, peanut butter, jelly/jam, cereal, ramen, rice,
mac and cheese, pasta and pasta sauce, canned veggies and
juice. Non-food items include deodorant, toothpaste,
toothbrushes,
shampoo, lotion and soap.
Anything you can give would be much appreciated! Thank you!

Statistics beginning 4/26/10 – total served =
99;
2011 total served = 229;
2012 total served = 251 (26 Bibles);
2013 total served = 317 (20 Bibles);
2014 total served = 452 (10 Bibles);
2015 total served = 466 (18 Bibles);
2016 total served = 346 (16 Bibles);
2017 total served = 361 (16 Bibles)
2018 total served = 396 (7 Bibles)
Total served through January = 14 (2 Bibles)

Actual monthly totals are posted on the cabinet door in the Upper
Room.
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Mission Sunday is February 17th

Mount Olive Scholarship Fund
The February mission project for the third Sunday in
February will be Mount Olive's Scholarship Fund. This
fund has lain dormant for many years, but was recently
revived, both in expenditures and donations. Especially
with the needs of Mount Olive member Josef Muench,
now in his second year of seminary, the fund will need
significant donations to continue.
The fund is for Mount Olive members who are intending
to go into church work, and is applied for through the
Board of Elders. If you want to make a donation to this
fund, you can bring it to the service on February 17
during the freewill offering, or make an offering at any
time and indicate that it is for the Scholarship Fund.

There will be a free will offering after the service. Thank you for
supporting this wonderful ministry!
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LIFELIGHT
LifeLight will begin a 9-week study of "Creation,
New Creation" on Sunday, Feb. 10, at 3:30 pm.
Study guides are in the narthex. Lesson titles
include: God of Creation, God Is Still Creator,
Caring for Creation, The New Creation. Group
meetings are fun and meaningful as we take turns
answering questions and sharing insights.
Pastor Franck leads discussion during the
last half of each session, addressing
questions and pointing out themes and
relationships between the current readings
and other parts of scripture.
New LifeLight participants are always
welcome! Please join us in the study of
"Creation, New Creation."
Pick up a study guide in the narthex and
write your name on the sign-up sheet





Suggested donation of $9.00 may be
paid using the envelopes provided and dropped in the Sunday
offering
Prepare for lesson #1
Meet Sunday, Feb. 10, 3:30 - 5:00 pm, in the Upper Room

"In him was life, and that life was the light of men." John 1:4

Rebecca Circle Members:
We hope to see you at Mount Royal Pines III on
Wednesday, February 20th at 2 pm. Come and socialize
with the residents, play games and bring treats to enjoy
with coffee. They love to have children come too! Any
questions call Judy at 525-6655.
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Ash Wednesday is March 6th
It’s time to begin thinking about the
Wednesday Evening LENT worship
services!
Prior to the worship service various groups or individuals have
volunteered to host a soup supper beginning at 5:00 p.m. The
kitchen is fully stocked to aide any family or group who would
like to host a soup supper! (Supplies range from peanut
butter/jelly to cheese/crackers.)
Plan your evening to begin with a delicious soup supper and
fellowship with members of Mt. Olive before attending the
worship service at 6:30 p.m.
There will be a sign up sheet on the Upper room Door.

The dates to plan for are:
March 6th (Ash Wednesday) –
March 13th –
March 20th –
March 27th – LWML
April 3rd –
April 10th – The Franck Family
April 18th (Maundy Thursday) –
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Lutheran Island News
Greetings in Christ!
Our 2019 Summer Brochures arrived
yesterday. Ken is delivering some to the
Wadena Circuit today and we will be getting
others out as soon as possible. We will be
sending brochures out to campers from the past 2-3 years. We will be
sending out postcards announcing camp to our entire mailing list and
you may order a brochure by giving us a call or
emailing: info@islandcamp.org. We’ll get one out to you right away.
Brochures to congregations will be coming out in the next couple of
weeks.
Registration Jamborees will be scheduled from January through May. If
you would like to get yours set up, please contact camp by phone or by
e-mailing us at info@islandcamp.org. We have several staff and board
members who will be available. Let’s keep them all busy this year. Get
your Jamboree scheduled. This year we have a special silicone bracelet
with our them logo on it as a gift to your children.
Do you want to have more families attend your Lenten services?
Consider scheduling a Lutheran Island Camp registration jamboree
before, between or after Lenten services. Give families that sign up, an
incentive by providing a campership.
We still have some slots open for Confirmation Retreats this winter.
Contact Louis at Licprogram@islandcamp.org.
Coming up on January 19 is the first ever Winter Escape produced in
cooperation with Art Bar 39. You can find out more about it by clicking
here.
Another event coming up is a special trip to the Sunken Cities of
Egypt at the Minneapolis Institute of Art on February 16th. Click here for
more information.
Our January Quilting Retreat always fills early so this year we added
another event early in February (4-7). Same great rate, excellent meals,
and fun time quilting but a couple of weeks later in the year. Click
here for registration form.
Winter Adventure for youth 8-14 is coming up early in February as well.
It is a great time for youth 8-14 years of ageIn the coming weeks we will
be sharing some exciting news about a new program available to youth
5-12 in Henning and the surrounding communities.
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*A date has been chosen for the Annual
Fundraising Dinner. It will be Saturday, April
27th. Dinner will be at 5 pm. and will consist of:
Salad Bar, choice of New York Strip Steak or
Glazed Salmon, Baked Potato, Green Beans,
Dinner Roll, Dessert and Beverage. Please contact Tim or
Ernie for Tickets. If you would like to help with setup, food prep,
serving or clean up; please contact Tim at 218-940-3849 or 8342570.
As most of you know, Tim had surgery on his neck in December.
The healing process will be a long and slow one.
It is that time of the year when the planning starts for the Annual
Dinner at church; a date has been set but Tim is not able to do all
of this due to his surgery. He would like to see the dinner continue
and he is willing to supervise and help as needed,
but he cannot do the heavy lifting or spend the
long hours on his feet.
If you are willing and able to help with either the
preparations (cooking), serving or cleanup, please
call the church office or Tim at 834-2570. Once we
get firm commitments, we will print the tickets
and start the planning.
Thank you,
Tim and Marianne

Congratulations to Barry and Emily
on their new baby boy!

Rhett Thaddeus Fuchs
born January 28, 2019

"Children are a gift from God, they are His reward."
Psalm 127: 3
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MAIN STREET LIVING NORTHLAND LCMS SERVICE OF WORSHIP

televised by KBJR Channel 6. "MAIN STREET LIVING
NORTHLAND" is a locally produced TV program that includes a 30
minute worship service led by participating pastors of the Minnesota
North District of our LCMS, along with a 30 minute children's program
called "Kid's Crossing". It is broadcast every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. Central
time on KBJR Channel 6 NBC and cable and satellite systems carrying
these stations, and archived on https:// vimeo.com/user82955593 Your
support of this ministry with your prayers and contributions are greatly
appreciated. Please send your contributions and/or comments to Main
Street Living c/o Mt. Olive Lutheran Church, 2012 East Superior Street,
Duluth, MN 55812.

Sunday, February 3rd: Pastor Matt Kohl-Our Redeemer
Lutheran Church.
Sunday, February 10th: Pastor John Bonk – Shepherd of
the Lake Lutheran Church, Two Harbors.
Sunday, February 17th: Pastor Kevin Richter – Peace in
Christ Lutheran Church, Hermantown.
Second Saturdays at Sacred Heart
February 9th at 2:00 p.m. - Samuel Black and
Samuel Gray "Sam-Squared" recital. Sam & Sam
will play organ works by Bach, Buxtehude,
Hindemith, Langlais and others. Free will Donation.
Concert parking is available at the Damiano Center across the street.
Accessible entrance is on 2nd Avenue. Sacred Heart Music Center 201
West 4th Street, Duluth, Minnesota
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Bereavement Committee Update:
A new year is upon us and it is time to compile a list of new volunteers for
the Bereavement Committee. We are one of the few churches left that
will provide a meal of choice for the cost of the food. We feel this is an
important time of healing and mourning and would like to continue to
provide this. But, to do so we need your help. We would like to have a
list of people to help in the following ways:
 People who are willing to bake bars/desserts/cookies.
 People to help set tables.
 People to help prepare the food.
 People to help serve.
 People to help with clean up.
If anyone is willing to help in any way please call the church office and
leave a message with Julie, call our home phone at 834-2570 or call Tim’s
cell phone at 940-3849.
Our goal is to have enough willing helpers that you will not be asked to
help at every funeral. We would like to rotate everyone and to have a
pool to call from. Right now there are only 3 of us that are available.
We look forward to hearing from you.
Tim and Marianne Jezierski
This summer the theme
will be Concordia. The
conferences will be held
at various Concordia
University Campuses. This is a conference geared towards high school
youth, college students and adults. It is always packed with catechism,
theology and best of all amazing worship services. This summer we have
four members attending the Concordia University in Mequon, Wisconsin
which will be held July 16-19. A conference closer to home will be held
at Concordia in St Paul on June 26-29. If you are at all interested in
learning more about Higher Things please visit their web site
higherthings.org. Some conferences sites fill up fast so if you are
interested please speak to Pastor Franck. We can add to the group
going or if you are interested in another site we can sign you up for that.
We plan on having a few fund raisers such as the dessert theater in
February and the Easter breakfast to help youth attend. If we have more
people interested in going we can talk about fundraisers to assist with
the cost of the trip. We have heard other Lutherans say that every
single youth in congregations need to attend at least one Higher
Things in their lifetime. Please prayerfully consider going or possibly
going as a chaperone to youth wanting to attend.
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We offer our prayers and condolences to the
family of James Frazier who passed away
Sunday, January 20th. Funeral services will
be held at Mt. Olive February 2nd at Mt.
Olive. Visitation is from 10-11 and the
service at 11:00 am. with a luncheon after.
May God grant His comfort and peace
Evelyn and the rest of the Frazier family.
Burial will be Monday February 4 at 11:00
a.m. in the MN State Veteran’s Cemetery,
Duluth, MN. Arrangements by Dougherty
Funeral Home. Please keep Evelyn and the rest of the Frazier
family in your prayers as they grieve their loss.
“If God is for us, who can be against us?”
Romans 8:31

Our prayers and condolences to the family of Ardell Teige who passed
away on Tuesday, January 15th at Park View Care Center in Buffalo,
MN. Funeral services for Ardell were held at St. John’s Ev. Luth. in
Buffalo on Saturday, January 26th. Entombment will be at Sunrise
Memorial Park in Hermantown, MN. May God grant His comfort and
peace to Ardell’s family as they mourn their loss. He was a long-time
member at Mt. Olive and will be fondly remembered for his wonderful
personality. His golden rule: Treat others the way you would like to be
treated.

“For this God is our God forever and ever; He will be our guide
even to the end.”
Psalm 48:14
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Welcome New Members!
We welcome new members into the family of Mt. Olive Lutheran
Church! Be sure to give them a warm welcome as you greet them!

For contact information:
Allen Abel
(651) 459-9892
523 Glenwood St.
Duluth, MN 55803

Josh and Diana Miller, James
(218) 349-6175
408 15th Ave. E.
Superior, WI 54880

Marc and Kerri Maas, Breck and Stratton
(715) 808-0438
10985 Ashley Lane
Woodbury, MN 55129
New members are such a treasure because they enrich our
congregation and bring new opportunities to grow and fellowship
in the Word of God!

GET WELL SOON!
Peggy Claflin, Tim Jezierski,
Pastor Reinemann, Mabel Schauland, Pastor Schutte,
Walt Wendling
You are in our thoughts and prayers!
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Tim & Marianne Jezierski, 37 years
Jeff & Holly Suronen, 37 years
Karen & Bryan Brandt, 11 years

February Birthdays
2
3

9
10
11
15
17
19
21
24
25
26

Gwen Chambers
Steve Linngren
Elias Fuchs
Brenda Holappa
Lois Mertz
Phyllis Franck
Mabel Schauland
Lisa Shearer
Jon Farchmin
Thomas Von Hagel
Barb Wedward
Nikki Robbins
Kellen Sheedy
Barb Sheedy
Pat Johnson
Emery Stepec
Lilianna Meichsner
Karen Brandt
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