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Notes from the Pastor…
There was certainly a lot of activity on the
national and state level last week regarding
churches opening up again, and we are thankful
after everything settled down, we are able to
slowly and carefully reopen our doors to public services again.
One good thing that has come out of all this is that we have been
able to reevaluate WHY it is so important to open our doors again.
When we voluntarily closed our doors to services back in midMarch, it was because love and care for people drove us to do so.
Our love and care for people in light of perceived health risks at
the time moved us to minister God’s love and hope for people in
Jesus Christ in a new way.
We are reopening our doors with the same motivation. Love for
people will drive us to once again proclaim in person the love of
God and the gifts God gives us in Jesus Christ. We exist to
minister to our members and to those outside the church, pointing
people to Jesus our Savior.

We continue to pray for our governor and all the secular and
earthly authorities, as well as our state and country during these
times. Our leaders need our prayers and wisdom which can only
come from the source of wisdom, God Himself. He is, of course,
the highest authority which we all must ultimately obey.
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If nothing else, this pandemic has shown us how people have deep
needs, not just physical, but also spiritual and emotional. We do
care for people’s physical well-being. That is why as we are
reopening we aim to provide an environment for worship that is in
accord with the best guidelines from health officials as we are able,
one that even exceeds the environment of other places people go to
in these times.
But people also have spiritual and emotional needs that are best
met by the God-given gifts through in-person worship services of
Word and Sacrament. It is to meet these needs that we are striving
to fulfill, in love, as we carefully reopen our doors.
As God’s people, we are called and commanded to publicly
worship Him. It is our great joy to do so, and we are thankful to
live in a country that protects our rights to do so. By loving God
and receiving His gifts in public worship we are then better
equipped to love our neighbors and bless our community.
Below you can see a number of the protocols we will be utilizing
in the upcoming weeks.
God’s riches blessings to you in the name of Jesus Christ our
Savior,

Pastor Robert Franck
P.S. Along with the other guidelines I have mentioned, I would
also add a few other things that maybe should not go without
saying. If you are sick, please stay home. If you are at risk and
feel like you should stay home, please don't feel bad for doing
so. And if I or we can help or support you in any way, please
let us know. We will continue to post services on our YouTube
channel for at least a while and will also support those who
come and want to stay in their cars for the time being. God's
grace and peace to all of you!
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Mount Olive Plan for Reopening as of May 31:
The legal limits on gatherings will be honored. There will be a
limit of 60 in the sanctuary for services. In the unlikely case of
needed overflow, there will be a separate gathering place in the
fellowship hall with separate exit. We will also have support for
people in the parking lot in cars, utilizing our 99.9 FM short range
transmitter.
Sunday services will be at 9:00 and 10:30 until attendance numbers
for one service are within our ability to be present fully in the
sanctuary.
Hand sanitizer will be offered at the doors. Masks will be
encouraged and provided at the entrances.
Pews will be taped off to enforce social distancing. Chairs will be
set up distanced in the fellowship hall downstairs.
Services will be printed in their entirety to avoid reusing hymnals.
Hymnals and bibles will be removed to avoid use and
contamination.
Windows will be open to help with fresh air.
There will be no passing of the offering plates. Offering plates will
be held by the ushers only, or on a pillar in the rear of the
sanctuary.
Communion will be carefully prepared and distributed to cars,
basement, and sanctuary at the altar “socially distanced.”
The services will continue to be recorded and provided on
YouTube for those unable to attend in person.
Pew backs, handrails and door handles, and other places where
people might touch will be sanitized after every service.
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Notes from the Executive Director…
Brothers and Sisters in Christ:
After two long months thanks to the loosening of
the state guidelines beginning on Pentecost Sunday
(May 31st, 2020) Mount Olive will again be able to
celebrate worship services of 60 members or less. This is truly a
blessing in that it has been a difficult decision for the Board of
Elders of whether and when to reopen services in the setting of the
state guidelines. Although the option of overriding the guidelines
was considered it was ultimately decided by the Board of Elders
that to avoid disrespecting those before us who laid the foundation
for what Mount Olive is today to continue to follow the guidelines.
There has been extensive preparation in anticipation of the
reopening with extensive efforts by Pastor Franck and Tim
Jezierski to prepare the church to meet appropriate social
distancing guidelines and modifying the services to accommodate
current recommendations for protecting our members during the
COVID 19 pandemic including at least initially having 2 services
each Sunday at 09:00 and 10:30 to attempt to reduce the number
at each service and provide as safe and many options
to worship as is available. In addition to resuming
services inside the sanctuary at Mount Olive we will
also continue to broad cast the services on YouTube
and transmit the service via our transmitter on the radio at 99.9
FM to members who like to attend but would be more
comfortable remaining in their vehicles in the parking lot.
Although it is a professional it is also a personal recommendation
that everyone attending and participating in services at Mount
Olive wear a mask. In discussing the COVID 19 pandemic with
my colleagues it is generally unanimous that wearing a mask has
been beneficial in reducing the spread of the virus. The medical
literature on the virus is still in its early stages so attempting to be
as safe as possible at this stage by the simple act of wearing a mask
would seem reasonable. It should be remembered that the masks
are actually not to protect the wearer but to protect others from the
virus in that it has been estimated that in approximately 30 percent
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of individuals who are infected and without symptoms or are
infected but not yet symptomatic can unknowingly transmit the
virus to others. Although from the very beginning of this
pandemic I have not been afraid of or feared the virus Jayne and I
have attempted to be as cautious as possible not only for our sake
but for the sake of others. I remember attending a Walther League
youth meeting during the summer in southwestern Minnesota
where the fire whistle would sound in the event of a tornado
warning which was not uncommon in our area. One of the
members of our group asked the Pastor "When the whistle sounds
do you take your kids and go to the basement or do you stay in
your bed and trust in the Lord." The Pastor quickly responded, "
The Bible states that thou shalt not temp the Lord thy God - I take
the kids to the basement".
Jayne and I have missed all of you during these months and we are
so looking forward to worshiping with you again soon. Although
it is always shorter than preferred to have an enjoyable summer,
Stay Safe, Take Care and God Bless.
Yours in Christ,
Ed Martinson

FYI:
Board of Elders’ Meeting
June 15th
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Notes from the Treasurer…
As of May1, 2020 the LCEF mortgage loan
balance is approximately $40,700. In the 4 1/2
years since the loan was taken out, we have
paid off almost half of the $80,000 loan.
As of April 30, 2020, our operating fund
balance is down almost $8,000 for the year.
With 33% of the year gone our expenditures are
very close to budget projections, however our income projections
are falling short. The shortfall started in January and has continued
at an average of about $2,000 a month. April collections were the
closest to having a balanced month which is great since there were
no in-church services and all donations were mailed in or dropped
off. Many thanks to all who remembered Mt Olive during the past
few months.
The bathroom remodeling line item will be closed out at the end of
May following receipt of a few donation checks that are expected.
When the Federal Government passed the Cares Act there was a
provision for PPP (payroll protection plan). We qualified and were
able to get the loan based on 2.5 times our monthly payroll based
on our 2019 payroll. The loan was for a little over $25,000. To
qualify for loan forgiveness, we need to submit data on employee
payroll and benefits, mortgage interest and utilities for the 8 weeks
following receipt of loan proceeds. We also need to document that
we have not reduced our FTE (full time equivalent) employees.
We have just under 2 FTE (Pastor, organist, office secretary,
janitor, and campus ministry coordinator). We did not reduce any
employee hours so we are hopeful that after review of our
documentation, we will receive forgiveness of at least $22,000 for
payroll and benefits, mortgage interest, and utilities paid from
April 17 to June 12. We should have an answer on the amount of
loan forgiveness by the end of August.
Yours in Christ,
Kaye Tanttari
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From the Church Office…
Summer Greetings!!
I wish everyone good health and
happy spirits during this health
concern. The church is slowly
getting its routine in order. There
are two services (9:00am and
10:30am) for the church going
forward; hopefully this will help
with the social distancing we still need to do. I am looking
forward to seeing all our members and having coffees again.
Not being able to have fellowship is the most upsetting aspect
to this complicated issue.
School seems like it has been out of session for a while thanks
to Covid 19, so I hope everyone has gotten
into a good routine!
I know the kids are pretty happy!
The plants are bursting out of the ground in
their excitement to grow! It’s always a mini
miracle for me every year. I’m sure the
weather has some surprises in store for us; so
I’m going to enjoy the moment while I can!
Happy Father’s Day to all the dads in the church!
The office is open in the summer so if you need us give me a
call. We are splitting up the June/July Highlights this year.
We wanted to be able to give correct information in the
newsletters and calendars as things are still up in the air
regarding Covid 19.
The 2019 Annual Report is still “in the
works.”

Enjoy your summer – and stay safe!! God bless you!
Your Servant in Christ,
Julie

P.S. LWML ladies the new Ladies Quarterly is in
and in your mail boxs!
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Circle News:
The June schedule is as follows:
• Lydia Circle, Rebecca Circle, LWML will
begin meeting when it is safe for our members
to do so.
The next mite door offering will be
June 7th.
The MITE Offering from the congregation for May was
$90.00 ($592.61 YTD). Thank you all for your generous
gifts for the LWML's mission efforts. There will be a white MITES box
at the entrance to the sanctuary for your contributions; you can also
contribute in your weekly envelopes, adding a bit for the Mites.
Greetings from the LWML!
Hoping everyone is staying safe! Even in these hard times, the
LWML excited to announce our participation in a project for
Orphan Grain Train assembling Christmas boxes for children
that will be sent internationally. Our goal is to fill up 50
boxes, and we will be applying for a Thrivent grant to help us out. It is
our hope that you will join us in this cause. We will be collecting
donations for various items that will go into the boxes, with an option for
donating whole boxes (all of the items for one box). Gift tags will be
made available, with items we need listed, to anybody interested.
Collection of donations will begin July 5th, with all donations needing to
be in by August 2nd. More information will follow with high hopes to
see everyone soon! Jennifer
Sunday, June 7, 2020
Congregational Prayer - Heavenly Father, someone we
know needs Your mercy. Someone we know needs
forgiveness. Someone we know doesn’t know you as
their Savior. Give us opportunity we pray, to share the
good news of Your love with them. Open their hearts
and minds to receive this message. Lord in
Your mercy.
Prayer for SOMEONE YOU KNOW who doesn’t know Jesus as Savior, or who
has drifted away from church.
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Food for your body • Food for your soul.

Mt. Olive Food Shelf News:
The Mt. Olive Food Shelf is a much-used resource for many people
in this area and it is one of many mission opportunities that Mt.
Olive sponsors. It had been closed due to Covid 19 but is now reopened.
Ways to support the Food Shelf:
If you are able to pick up a few extra items when you go to the
grocery store, they can be left by the cabinet in the Upper Room.
If you prefer not to shop, a check or cash can be put in the
offering plate and marked “food shelf.”
Items most needed are soup, canned fruit,
canned pasta and meat, tuna, peanut butter,
jelly/jam, cereal, ramen, rice, mac and cheese,
pasta and pasta sauce, canned veggies and juice.
Non-food items include deodorant, toothpaste,
toothbrushes,
shampoo, lotion and soap.
Anything you can give is very appreciated! Thank you!

Total served thru May = 70 (0 Bibles)

Rast called as 11th Seminary president
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis has extended a call to Dr.
Lawrence R. Rast Jr., president of Concordia Theological
Seminary, Fort Wayne, Ind., to serve as the 11th president in the
school’s 181-year history. The call was extended after electors
completed interviews with the final slate of six
candidates and selected Rast in a unanimous
decision. Rast, who would assume the presidency
July 1 upon formal acceptance of the call, will
succeed Dr. Dale A. Meyer, who retires June 30
after serving 15 years as president.
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Mission Sunday June 21
Rev. Daniel Jastram
Rev. Dr. Daniel Jastram serves as a missionary
on behalf of The Lutheran Church—Missouri
Synod (LCMS) throughout Asia, based in
Tokyo, Japan. As the Asia theological education
manager, he works closely with the Asia
regional director in developing and
implementing a strategic plan for this region.
He also coordinates theological education
opportunities and lecturers throughout Asia, as
well as serving as a theological educator as the
need arises.
Daniel was born in Shibata, Japan, and was raised overseas in an LCMS
missionary family. His childhood congregation was Shibata Lutheran
Church, Japan. He received his Master of Divinity from Concordia
Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, Ind. Later, he earned both a master’s
degree and a doctorate in Classical Languages from the University of
Wisconsin-Madison. Before serving in Asia, he was a professor of
theology at Concordia University, St. Paul, St. Paul, Minn., and
Concordia University Wisconsin, Mequon. He also served as sole pastor
of Messiah Lutheran Church, Forest Lake, Minn. In his free time, Daniel
enjoys reading, hiking and bookbinding.
Joan was born in Mitchell, S.D., where her childhood congregation was
Zion Lutheran Church. She received her Doctor of Psychology (Psy.D.)
degree from the Minnesota School of Professional Psychology at Argosy
University, Twin Cities, Minn. Joan worked as a clinical psychologist in
Minnesota and continues her clinical practice with expatriates in Tokyo.
Joan enjoys reading and hiking in her free time.
Prayers
Pray for Daniel and Joan as they serve in Asia. Ask God to give
them renewed zeal to proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ
to the individuals they encounter where they work and live.
Pray the hearts and ears of the people of Japan and Asia are
prepared to hear and confess this Good News and the salvation that it
brings. Ask God to continue to give strength and guidance to the other
LCMS personnel currently serving in this region. Let us give thanks to
God for the Jastrams who serve His children in this part of the world.
•
•
•

BIRTHDAYS: Daniel – Nov. 26, Joan – March 4
ANNIVERSARY: Aug. 20
HOME DISTRICT: Minnesota South
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Thank you.
Just two months ago, we found ourselves heading into
the unknown. Into strange and dark days. Into Sundays
without in-person worship or receiving the Sacrament.
Into economic uncertainty, skyrocketing unemployment
rates, sickness and literal death.
Yet, even in times like these, we live in hope, confident in the death and
resurrection of Jesus Christ. And nothing can separate us from the love
of our God (Romans 8:38), who sacrificed His Son for our eternal
salvation — not a pandemic, not social isolation, not economic
uncertainty and (especially) not even death.
This same hope and confidence moved thousands of caring, confident
people like you to stand up and act out of love and support of your fellow
brothers and sisters in Christ. This same hope and confidence bolster
the church's capacity to aid pastors, teachers, DCEs, other rostered
workers and lay workers facing unexpected financial straits. We've taken
to calling this effort Soldiers of the Cross — Amplified.
In uncertainty, you confess the certainty of Christ. In strife, you comfort
as He comforts. In darkness, you reflect His light onto those with
diminished hope. You joined The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod,
Lutheran Church Extension Fund, our 35 districts, thousands of
individuals, families and organizations as — together — we care for and
show mercy to workers whose joy is found in serving Christ and His
baptized disciples professionally.

Because you stood up and acted out of love and
support for your fellow brothers and sisters in
Christ, more than $417,000 in aid has been
distributed already to more than 280 people
working for the church, both roster and lay
workers.
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod and its workers are eternally
grateful for the love and care you have shown to your neighbor, even as
we continue in uncertain and uncharted times.
In Christ's love,
Pastor Matt Harrison
President
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
Like many of you, Lutheran Island Camp is
facing financial challenges as events are
rescheduled. We have been blessed,
however, by individuals and organizations
have been sending in donations understanding
our
financial situation. The outpouring has been wonderful. We have
received generous gifts through an emergency appeal that we began
in March. We will continue to touch base with our camp
family. Your support of the Lord's work here is greatly appreciated.
If you would like to help you can donate on our website or contact
Wayne Hilchen at licdevelopment@islandcamp.org.
SPRING WATCH
New arrivals this past week include the Baltimore Oriole and House
Wren. They have joined the American Goldfinch, with yellow
spring plumage, and the Purple Finch at our bird feeders. The Great
Blue Herons continue their nesting activities on the Island. We now
have Canadian Goose goslings and Sandhill Cranes at the ranch.
What's happening:
The Covid 19 pandemic is making it necessary to adjust the summer
camp schedules. We do have 14 eager summer staff planning to
arrive at the Island to run an abbreviated summer schedule. We are
monitoring the changing requirements so that we are prepared to
open as soon as we are given the OK to move ahead. Keep an eye
out for updates and anticipated camp dates on Facebook and on
our website: www.islandcamp.org.
THRIVENT ACTION TEAM PROJECTS
If you would like to help with a Thrivent Action Team project, we
can let you know what projects are available to do. Currently
twenty projects are planned and are being applied for. There is
more to be done. We appreciate those who use their Thrivent
Action Teams to benefit the Lord's work at Lutheran Island
Camp. Let us know you want to help:
licdevelopment@islandcamp.org.
How to Help
Volunteer opportunities
Remember us in your prayers
Donate to keep our community thriving
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MAIN STREET LIVING
NORTHLAND LCMS SERVICE OF
WORSHIP for the Duluth region
televised by KBJR Channel 6. "MAIN
STREET LIVING NORTHLAND" is a
locally produced TV program that
includes a 30 minute worship service
led by participating pastors of the Minnesota North District of our
LCMS, along with a 30 minute children's program called "This is the
Life". It is broadcast every Sunday at 10:00 a.m. Central time on KBJR
Channel 6 NBC and cable and satellite systems carrying these stations,
and archived on https://vimeo.com/user82955593

LCMS Service of Worship – Every Sunday at 10:00a.m.
on KBJR Channel 6, Duluth
June 7, 2020
Pastor Don Stauty; Gloria Dei Lutheran Church - Virginia, MN
Redeemer Lutheran Church - Aurora, MN
June 14, 2020
Pastor Brad Felix; Trinity Lutheran Church - Virginia, MN
June 21, 2020
Pastor Jim Anthony; Redeemer Lutheran Church - Deer River,
MN, Centennial Lutheran Church - Squaw Lake, MN
June 28, 2020
Pastor Jeff Walther; St. Matthews Lutheran Church - Esko, MN
"This is the Life" Classic episodes from the Lutheran Hour,
which air immediately after Main Street Living Northland service
of worship on Sunday mornings. Main Street Living Northland is
seen at 9:30 a.m. on KBJR Channel 6, followed by This is the
Life at 10:00 a.m.
6-07-20 “Give and Take” A young Christian Ad agency
representative navigates a situation with an overly attentive married an.
6-14-20 “No Tears for Bill: A widow struggles with her past and
upcoming marriage.
6-21-20 “Two Weeks to Eternity” A man who lives life to the
fullest faces uncertainty with upcoming surgery.
6-28-20 “The House of Sand” This classic Fisher Family episode
explores the difference between a moral and Christian life 6-30-19 .
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Congratulations Graduates!
John Stephenson is graduating from Cloquet High School.
John’s future plans are to attend Lake Superior College; where
he will be pursuing a degree in Welding. Congratulations
John!
Hannah Franck is graduating from Concordia University of
Wisconsin in Mequon with a Master’s Degree in Nursing. She
will continue to work at Community Memorial Hospital in
Cloquet and at Carlton Ambulance Services. Congratulations
Hannah, on your pursuit of personal excellence!
Katelynne Schatz is graduating from The College of St.
Scholastica with an English education degree and plans to
teach middle and high school English beginning this fall. She
wants to thank everyone at Mount Olive for welcoming her
and making her and all the other college students feel at home
each year. The last four years in Duluth have been a blessing
for her. Congratulations Katelynne!
Thank you to Tim Jezierski and everyone involved with
the Annual Fundraising Dinner this year. We raised
$1,500.00, which will be put toward the expense of
sealcoating Mt. Olive’s parking lot. Thank you so much
to everyone who supported the dinner. We still need
funds for the sealcoat; we are halfway there!

Dear Mt. Olive,
Thank you so much for the candy on
Mother’s Day. It was a wonderful treat!
Sincerely, Pat Johnson
Welcome back Ruth and Bill Cary!
Ruth and Bill want to Thank everyone for all the
cards and well wishes! Bill is recovery very well
and they are very happy to be back in Duluth.

Dear Mt. Olive Lutheran Church,
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I want to thank you for all of the support and prayers you have
given me over my first year of college. I hope you all are safe and
well during this pandemic. My first year has flown by, but it has
gone very well. I have just recently finished all my finals for the
year and am now officially on summer break.
This spring semester while crazy has gone very well. When I came
home for spring break my school decided to close its physical
campus for the rest of the semester due to the coronavirus.
However, since my school has a large online presence, I was able
to finish all my classes at home through online lectures. While it an
unexpected way to end the semester, I was able to adjust quickly
and everything went smoothly. In fact, I was able to raise my
grades and GPA from the fall semester getting all as in my spring
classes and ending with a 3.90 GPA. My school is planning and
hoping to return to campus in the fall, but we will see what God
has in store for us.
I look forward to summer break and hope to get a lot of reading
done I have had to put aside due to classes. One good thing about
this virus is all the free time it has given to spend in God’s word
and improve our lives. As well as all the time extra time I have had
with my family I have been able to read a lot more and exercise. I
have also recently just got my wisdom teeth removed. With the
pandemic lockdown I have been stuck at home and thus don’t have
a whole lot going on so this letter will be a bit shorter than most
unfortunately. One thing I hope to do over summer break is to look
at a few free online classes I have found being offered by some Ivy
League colleges during the virus. I wouldn’t be doing them for
credit and probably wouldn’t do most of the work but if I can find
some interesting things to learn and read, I will consider it time
well spent.
Again, I thank you all and hope to continue preparing for the
seminary.
Sincerely,
Jacob Franck
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Our thoughts and prayers are with the family of
Jenna Marie (Bryngelson) Detko, 34, of Little
Canada, MN who passed away on May 10, 2020 at
her home. She is the cousin of Pastor Franck. She
was diagnosed with stage IV colon cancer at age 31
and never quit living life to the fullest. She was a
brave and strong warrior. Jenna was born July 11,
1985 in Hutchinson MN, the daughter of Mitch and Karen Bryngelson.
She graduated from Triton High School, Dodge Center MN. She
obtained an accounting degree from the University of Wisconsin La
Crosse. She worked for KPMG, Medtronic, and HB Fuller as a tax
accountant. Jenna married Zachary Detko on May 5, 2012 in La Crosse
Wisconsin. They were blessed with two beautiful children, Abraham
and Mara. Jenna was a great wife and amazing mother. May God’s
grace be with Jenna’s family, asking that God would soothe their
sorrow and wipe away their tears with the precious promises of the
Gospel.

We offer our prayers and condolences to the
family of Marge Moen who passed away
Tuesday, May 26th. Marge was a long time
member (77 years) of Mt. Olive and will be
missed by everyone. We keep Marge’s children
and their families in our prayers as they grieve their loss.

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD forever.
Psalm 23:6
We are praying for Katie Ward, Gary Werkhoven’s
daughter and Carolyn’s stepdaughter who has
been diagnosed with an endocrine tumor. She will
undergo surgery on June 5th at Mayo Hospital in
the cities. We pray for God’s grace for her family
and Gary and Carolyn.
Our prayers go out to Ian Mackenzie for a full
recovery from his eye surgery last month. We also
pray for God’s grace for Eileen to help her through this
challenging time.
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June Anniversaries
1
9
14
18
21
22
24
30

Mark and Teresa Koivula, 24 years
Tom and Pattie Von Hagel, 41 Years
Mike and Joddy Polzin, 40 Years
Luke and Holly Petrich, 15 years
Jon and Jo Ann Bollman, 45 years
Jim and Phyllis Franck, 57 years
Jake and Kaye Tanttari, 40 years
Dave and Carol Duncan, 57 years

June Birthdays
1
2
4
6
9
10
11
13
17

Joseph Meichsner
Marty Robinson
Michelle Clark
Nikki Gibson
Melissa Wandersee
Carol Farchmin
Dagmar Seybold
Tyler Parker
Kathy Hass
Anna Wodny

20
21
23
24
25
26

Arden Weaver
JoEll Petz
Matthew Gibson
Julie Jones
Kari Shearer
Renee Igo
Scott Igo
28 Peggy Gastler
29 Gabriella Stepec

Jacob Franck, Grace Franck,

