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Notes from the Pastor…
The Image of God
For Lent this year, we are going to be
working our way through the little letter of
Paul to the Colossians, particularly
considering the Image of God.
In the beginning, God created man in His own likeness (Genesis 1:
26– 27). This is where our dignity comes from, not as the result of
our development or behavior, but of God’s action in creating us.
Man was created by God to be like God, but he himself is not God.
We see part of how this works in Exodus 20: 4– 5, which says:
“You shall not make for yourself a carved image— any likeness of
anything that is in heaven above, or that is in
the earth beneath, or that is in the water
under the earth; you shall not bow down to
them nor serve them.” Man, created by God in
the image and likeness of God, should not
make for himself an image of God out of the
things created by God. Rather, the image of
God and the relationship between God and
man lies in the word of God and in the
speaking with God thus made possible. The
word of God rules out making Him visible in
artifacts and experiences.
The temptation to disobey God’s commands in the Garden of
Eden was the temptation to be “like God,” or to replace God.
When Satan tempted Adam and Eve to sin through violating God’s
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commandments, it was for humanity to put ourselves into God’s
place and to “be like God” (Genesis 3: 5), but giving in only
resulted in being separated from God.
The reason Jesus Christ comes to us is to reveal God and His
image to us. It is also to re-create that image in us.
In Colossians, we read that the Son
of God was made man, that He is
“the image of the invisible God, the
firstborn over all creation”
(Colossians 1: 15; 2 Corinthians 4: 4);
He is “the brightness of his glory and
the express image of His person”
(Hebrews 1: 3).
Here the relation between image and formation comes to a full
circle when we not only reencounter the origin of creation in the
person of Jesus Christ, in His word and work, but when the saving
will of God is carried out through the renewing gift of the Spirit
given to us in Christ [Romans 8: 29].
And so now, the image of Christ which is formed anew and
shaped in the Christian through the work of Christ becomes
visible. This happens in baptism [Romans 6: 3– 5, and Colossians
2:12, 3:1]. Our likeness with Christ is accomplished by being
“grafted” and joined to him and raised with Christ in our baptism.
The reality of the image of Christ being formed in us is seen when
God’s word is recognized as the living word, and this season we
will be considering that the living Word of God given to us.
In Christ,

Pastor Franck
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The overall theme of our Lenten series this year is titled,
"The Image of God," and will be based upon the book of
Colossians. We will hear most of that short letter of Paul read
and preached upon during our special Lenten services. We
will hear what God's Image truly is and was at creation, how
that image was lost, and how it is restored and applied to us
in Jesus Christ.

Sunday, March 1, 2020
Congregational Prayer - Heavenly
Father, someone we know needs Your
mercy. Someone we know needs
forgiveness. Someone we know
doesn’t know you as their Savior. Give
us opportunity we pray, to share the
good news of Your love with
them. Open their hearts and minds to
receive this message. Lord in Your
mercy.
Prayer for SOMEONE YOU KNOW who doesn’t know Jesus as Savior, or who
has drifted away from church
https://mnnlcms.360unite.com/someone-you-know
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From the Church Office:
Well, I don’t think anyone minds
sacrificing an hour of sleep for the
knowledge that Spring is on the way!
(March 8th). Yay! I do feel a little bit
more optimistic about Spring actually
arriving; the melting is encouraging.
Thank you to everyone for turning in
their annual reports in a timely
manner.
Thank you to those hosting the coffees
and soup/suppers this season; your participation is very
appreciated. It enriches our fellowship with one another so
much. Lent has begun and I wish everyone a blessed Lent
season.
God Bless you and Happy Spring!
Your servant in Christ,

Julie
A reminder that Daylight Savings time
th
begins Sunday, March 8 !! We’ll
“Lose” an hour. This Sunday might be a
good time to do the following:
1) Change the batteries in your smoke
detector(s).
2) Take a nap in the afternoon.
3) Register for a class (crafts, self-improvement, etc.).
4) Reflect on the good things God has done in your life
over the last few months.
5) Start planning your garden additions.
6) Thank your pastor for his faithfulness.
(from LIC Tuesday e-news March 2010)
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Circle News:
 The Rebecca Circle will be bringing
treats, playing games and socialing with
the residents of Mt. Royal Pines III
Wednesday, March 18th. Men are invited
to attend. Contact Judy Hoops for
information. A play will be chosen to attend soon;
information will be posted in the upcoming bulletins and
newsletters.
 LWML Meeting March 8th, Sunday School Room
 The Lydia Circle will resume again beginning in April.
Women of the congregation are encouraged and welcome to
join any of the groups.

Sunday, March 1st is
LWML Mite Sunday
Totals for February $128.82 (ytd$280.50)
Thank you for your generous support!

LWML Meeting
The LWML will be meeting on Sunday, March 8, in
the corner Sunday school room following the worship
service. Please consider joining us – we have some
exciting projects coming up and lots to plan and
discuss.
Rebecca Circle Event
Bring treats, play games and socialize
with the residents of Mt. Royal Pines
Wednesday, March 18th @ 2:00 pm
held at Mt. Royal Pines III.
Children are welcome to participate.
Please come and enjoy the fun;
questions?
Call Judy Hoops @ 525-6655.
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Mt. Olive
Annual Fundraising Dinner
Saturday, April 4th @ 5 p. m.
Menu:

Salad Bar, choice of New York
Strip Steak or Glazed Salmon,
Baked Potato,
Green Beans, Dinner Roll,
Salad, Dessert and Beverage.
Please contact Tim or Ernie for tickets.
Those interested in helping with the setup, food
prep, serving or clean up please contact
Tim at 218-940-3849 or 834-2570

Primary Election
Don’t forget to VOTE on Tuesday,

March 3rd
Study the issues and the candidates and make an
educated decision when you go to the polls on Tuesday.
Pray about your decision.
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Mission Sunday is March 15th
LUTHERAN ISLAND CAMP – BRIDGES
GOAL: $3 MILLION
Lutheran Island Camp and Christ Serve
Ranch have been blessed with ongoing gifts
that come from individuals, congregations,
and organizations. In addition, donors support
us through such annual efforts as our Quilt
Auction and Shoes for the Mission. At
present, these gifts provide 45-50% of the revenue necessary to
provide camp programs and maintain its facilities. We have set a goal
of $3 million for our annual support and program support. This is an
increase of nearly $1 million over what we normally would raise in a 5
year period. Our supporters are generous in their support of Lutheran
Island Camp and Christ Serve Ranch because they want the camp to
provide quality, Christ-centered programs that benefit the whole
church. Donor support has been a solid bridge for the camp.
Through Building New Bridges, Lutheran Island Camp will build new
bridges to additional congregational support. We will expand and
grow our donor base of individuals and families. We will work with
organizations to maximize their support.
Lutheran Island Camp will also build new bridges to other like-minded
organizations, foundations, and denominations to establish support
for the new programs through Christ Serve Ranch.
Annual Support and Program gifts to Lutheran Island Camp will
provide the revenue that supports, sustains, and grows the
programs in these key areas:
• Provide stewardship of the wonderful facilities God has given
us through maintenance of the property and buildings and the
equipment and resources we use.
• Continue and grow the programs and services that we provide
the church at large and in particular the LCMS congregations
and families we serve.
• Continue and grow the generous support of keeping
registration costs as low as possible.
• Support our staff with sufficient compensation, benefits, and
adequate staffing to accomplish the mission of the camp.
• Continue the outreach through our equine programs, Day
Camps and offsite VBS
programs.
There will be a freewill offering after the service.
Thank you for supporting this worthwhile ministry.
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HAVE YOU WATCHED YET?
MAIN STREET LIVING NORTHLAND LCMS
SERVICE OF WORSHIP televised by KBJR
Channel 6-NBC. "MAIN STREET LIVING
NORTHLAND" is a locally produced TV
program that includes a 30 minute worship service
led by participating pastors of the Minnesota North District of our LCMS,
along with a 30 minute program called "This Is The Life". It is broadcast
every Sunday at 9:30 a.m.

Also if you cannot tune in at 9:30 on Sunday, you can google "msl
northland" And the worship service is available to play at anytime.

Sunday, March 1st: Pastor John Bonk-Shepherd of the Lake
Lutheran Church, Two Harbors, MN “I Am So Tempted”
Sunday, March 8th: Pastor Jeff Walther-St. Matthews Lutheran
Church, Esko, MN “The Power and Promise of John 3:16”
Sunday, March 15th: Arleigh VonSegern –Trinity Lutheran
Church, Cable ,WI – St. Paul Lutheran Church, Marengo, WI
“Living Water that Satisfies”
Sunday, March 22nd: Pastor Kevin Richter-Peace in Christ
Lutheran Church, Hermantown, MN “Hear You Deaf and Look
You Blind”
Sunday, March 29th: Pastor Jeff Lee-Minnesota North District
Office, Brainerd, MN “Life or Death”

This Is The Life series:
Sunday, March 1st: “Man Adrift” is a Fisher Family episode that
discusses the relationship of Faith and Works.
Sunday, March 8th: “Time Out for Bill” is an episode exploring what
is proper when Christians face adversity.
Sunday, March 15th: “A gift for Grandpa” depicts how Freddie goes
to great lengths to get a gift for Grandpa Fisher and learns valuable
lessons along the way.
Sunday, March 22nd: “Boy on the Fence” Young Tom is faced with
the dilemma as he chooses new friends when his family moves to the
city.
Sunday, March 29th: “The Sin of Roy Baxter” deals with a man who
is overcome with guilt, after making a decision that goes terribly bad.
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Lutheran Island Camp News:

Come Home To The Island

We are inviting past staff and campers to "Come Home To The Island" in 2020.

This week we want to invite grandparents to "Come Home To The Island" by
dropping off your grand kids for a week of camp. Perhaps grandparents can
even help pay for the camp. Spend some time with your grandchild to help
them understand how important Lutheran Island Camp was in your life and
then help them get signed up for a week or weekend at camp.
Our 2020 summer schedule is now available. You can check it out on our
website or you can request a brochure by sending your contact information
to

info@islandcamp.org
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CHOICE unlimited
March12th, Thursday
7:00 pm
Greysolon Plaza
Ballroom
231 E. Superior St

Tickets $30.00
presale
$40.00 at the doo
St. Scholastica Mitchell Auditorium
Sunday, March 22nd
2:00 pm
“Bloom” is the beautiful coming of
age story of Lily. A young person
with a disability in the 1960’s. The
play follows along as the country
and her identity grow.

EASTER FLOWER DEADLINE: March 11th
Please note: there are Easter Flower order
forms on the table in the Narthex. The
deadline is soon because of the greenhouse’s
requirements. Thank you for helping to make
the altar beautiful during Easter!
GET WELL SOON!
Bill Cary, Ed and Jayne Martinson,
Delila Olson, Raychel Reiff
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Food for your body • Food for your soul.

Mt. Olive Food Shelf News:
The Mt. Olive Food Shelf is a much used resource for many
people in this area and it is one of many mission
opportunities that Mt. Olive sponsors. Our Thanksgiving
Offering goes to it every year. It has grown steadily in
number of users over this last year.
Ways to support the Food Shelf:
If you are able to pick up a few extra items when you go to
the grocery store, they can be left by the cabinet in the
Upper Room. If you prefer not to shop, a check or cash can
be put in the offering plate and marked “food shelf.”
Items most needed are soup, canned fruit, canned pasta and
meat, tuna, peanut butter, jelly/jam, cereal, ramen, rice, mac and
cheese, pasta and pasta sauce, canned veggies and juice. Nonfood items include deodorant, toothpaste, toothbrushes,
shampoo, lotion and soap.
Anything you can give would be much appreciated! Thank you!

Statistics beginning 4/26/10 – total served = 99;
2011 total served = 229;
2012 total served = 251 (26 Bibles);
2013 total served = 317 (20 Bibles);
2014 total served = 452 (10 Bibles);
2015 total served = 466 (18 Bibles);
2016 total served = 346 (16 Bibles);
2017 total served = 361 (16 Bibles)
2018 total served = 396 (7 Bibles)
2019 total served = 319 (7 Bibles)
Total served thru February = 50 (0 Bibles)

Actual monthly totals are posted on the cabinet door in the Upper
Room.
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Minnesota North District
The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod
PO Box 604
Brainerd, MN 56401
Dear Friends in Christ - Co-workers in the Minnesota
North District:
Rev. Scott Muehlberg (St. John/Gethsemane - Height of
Land/Snellman) was taken to be with his Savior in heaven on Monday,
February 3, 2020. Pastor Muehlberg had been battling cancer.
The Funeral Service for Pastor Scott Muehlberg was held on Saturday,
February 8, 2020 at 11:00 a.m. at Gethsemane Lutheran Church Snellman, MN.
Please keep the Muehlberg family in your prayers, asking that God
would soothe their sorrow and wipe away their tears with the
precious promises of the Gospel. The Lord gave, and the Lord has
taken away. Blessed be the name of the Lord!

Dear Friends,
It is with sadness that we announce Raychel
Reiff’s retirement from Mt. Olive. Her last day
with us will be Sunday, March 15th.
Raychel is a joy to work with and for more than
five years she has lifted our hearts to God with
exquisite sacred music, carefully crafted through
her deep and abiding faith.
We are planning a farewell coffee/potluck for Raychel on her last
Sunday, March 15th. Please join us give her a fond farewell, and
send her off with our deepest love, prayers, and blessings.

We celebrate the birth of Raychel’s grandson - James
Donovan Foster - born in Minneapolis, February 21st to
her daughter Rebekah and son-in-law Taylor Foster.
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Preparing for Lent
Prior to the worship service various groups or individuals have
volunteered to host a soup supper beginning at 5:00 p.m. The kitchen is
fully stocked to aide any family or group who would like to host a
soup supper! (Supplies range from peanut butter/jelly to
cheese/crackers.) Plan your evening to begin with a delicious soup
supper and fellowship with members of Mt. Olive before attending the
worship service at 6:30 p.m. Thank you to all who are serving soup
suppers; there is one left!

There is a signup sheet on the Upper room Door.
Days to plan for:
March 4 – Board of Elders
March 11th –
March 18th – Tim and Marianne Jezierski
March 25th – LWML
April 1st – Joycelyn O. and Carolyn W.
April 9th – (Maundy Thursday) – The Sunday School
th

The overall theme of our Lenten series this year is titled,
"The Image of God," and will be based upon the book of
Colossians. We will hear most of that short letter of Paul read
and preached upon during our special Lenten services. We
will hear what God's Image truly is and was at creation, how
that image was lost, and how it is restored and applied to us
in Jesus Christ.
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EASTER FLOWER DEADLINE:

Monday, March 11th

Enclosed is $

for:

In Memory of _________________________________________
From _______________________________________________
OR
A Gift from ___________________________________________
These are the plants available B plants are
wrapped in foil from Lilac Hill Greenhouse
Flowers.

Please check the one(s) you wish

and checks for the plants can be made out to
AMt. Olive Lutheran Church.@

Please make

sure that payment for the plants is clearly
marked for AEaster Flowers.@ (Use the pink
>Easter Flowers= envelope from your packet of
envelopes to facilitate payment.)
Easter Lily, $12.99
___ Chrysanthemums, $18.99
Begonias, $18.99
Azaleas, $24.99
Kalanchoes, $18.99
Cyclamens, $18.99
Tulips, $16.99
Bulb Garden, $16.99
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Thank You!
Many Thanks to the ladies of Mt. Olive
who sent the Valentine’s Day card. It
means so much to be thought of and
included in your prayers. You really
lifted my spirits.
Thank you,
Chris Erven
We offer our prayers and condolences to the
family of Delores Wendling; who passed away
Tuesday, February 4th at Edgewood Vista.
Funeral services will be held later this year;
possibly in April. Delores and Walter have
been faithful members of Mt. Olive since 1966
and were involved in many groups and
projects over the years. We miss their presence in the
congregation. May God grant His comfort and peace to
Walter and the Wendling family.

“If God is for us, who can be against us?”
Romans 8:31

Pastor Reverend Troy Peperkorn was Installed at
Faith Lutheran Church in Silver Bay, March 1, 2020.
We rejoice that the Lord has led Pastor Peperkorn to
Faith Lutheran. God’s blessings to Pastor Peperkorn
and the members of Faith Lutheran Church.
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Holy Week Services
Maundy Thursday
6:30 p.m. Divine Service with Communion
Good Friday
Noon Worship Service
7:00 p.m. Worship Service
Easter Vigil 7:00 p.m. Worship Service with Holy Communion
(Members are asked to gather in the Narthex before
proceeding into the Sanctuary)

Easter Worship Schedule
6:30 a.m. - Divine Service with Communion
7:45-9:00 - Easter Breakfast
9:30 a.m. - Divine Service with Communion

Special Service Volunteers for March:
Ushers
3/04 – Randy Muench
3/11 – Randy Muench
3/18 – Randy Muench
3/25 – Randy Muench
Acolytes
3/04 – Lydia Franck
3/11 – Joshua Franck
3/18 – Lydia Franck
3/25 – Joshua Franck
Counters
3/04 – Jon and Carol Farchmin
3/11 – Jon and Carol Farchmin
3/18 – Tom Robbins and Jon Farchmin
3/25 – Nikki and Tom Robbins
Altar Guild: Gayle, Rachel & Elizabeth Franck
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March Anniversaries
5

Arden & Carol Weaver, 49 years

March Birthdays
1
4
5
6
7

Carol Duncan
David Polzin
Ray Rodenwald
Jane Antonson
Mark Koivula
Robin Muench
8 Sam Cooley
9 John Bucholz
13 Tony Longtin
Ashlynn Stepec

19 Stratton Maas
Ed Martinson
20 Amy Polzin
21 Mick Moen
22 Oskar Mattson
24 Jennifer Cline
25 Oliver Stepec
27 Walt Wendling
28 Jeff Suronen

*Sunday, March 8th 2:00 a.m.
Set your clocks AHEAD One hour!!

