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Notes from the Pastor:
In the name of our risen AND
RETURNING Lord, Jesus Christ!
In this time of year in the church, we are
remembering the church triumphant, the
eternity to which we are all heading. Not, of course, merely to
anticipate our escape from this world (though we do look forward
to that), but more so we can know how to LIVE in this world.
About every couple years, we host a stewardship emphasis at
Mount Olive, and this year, we are going to do so this coming
month in a three-week emphasis under the
theme, Experiencing the Joy of Generosity.
Through the Holy Spirit, God continually
reaches out to us and daily gives us His love,
grace, and mercy. Faithful stewardship is our
faithful response of gratitude for God’s
generosity to us.
Our three weekly themes for Experiencing the Joy of Generosity
will be as follows:
Week one (November 6):
“The Joy in Receiving God’s
Blessings”
Week two (November 20): “The Joy in Managing God’s
Blessings”
Week three (November 27): “The Joy in Sharing God’s
Blessings”
During these three weeks, our sermons and Sunday morning Bible
studies will be including these themes, which consider our joy and
generosity in Christ. There will also be brochures and weekly
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devotions available for the three weeks leading up to November
27. Also, on Sunday, November 27, you will have the opportunity
to make a time, talent, and treasure commitment.
God’s people truly experience joy as we spend time getting to
know God through His Word and participating in the Lord’s
Supper. The Holy Spirit helps us begin to understand how much
our heavenly Father loves us and what He has done for us. We
experience true delight, or we might say a heavenly bliss, knowing
that God loves us and is with us. When we do God’s will and bear
much fruit, He fills us with His joy. This is beautifully expressed in
the book of Nehemiah when the people committed themselves
faithfully to building the wall of Jerusalem. Their rejoicing was
evident at the dedication of the wall. “And they offered great
sacrifices that day and rejoiced, for God had made them rejoice
with great joy; the women and children also rejoiced. And the joy
of Jerusalem was heard far away” (Nehemiah 12:43).
Through the work of the Holy Spirit, God transforms us into truly
generous, loving, and giving people. With new hearts of faith, we
care for others. In giving to others and our church, we experience
the joy of generosity.
May God continue to bless us as we live our lives as faithful
stewards called by God, receiving, managing, and sharing all the
blessings which He has
entrusted to us.
Serving Christ together,

Pastor Rob Franck
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Notes from the Executive Director…
Brothers and Sisters in Christ:
As it becomes increasingly obvious that summer
is over, we are now entering an exciting time in
the church year at Mount Olive. After the
ballots were counted regarding the time of the
Christmas Eve service; the service will be held
this year on Christmas Eve at 6 p.m. Plans are
in process for a Christmas Children's Service
with the time to be determined but we are
excited to have the "return" of the Christmas Children's Service at
Mount Olive. This time of year also necessitates formulating a
new budget for Mount Olive for 2017 and we are anticipating a
voter's meeting in early December to discuss and approve a budget
for the 2017 year at Mount Olive. There continues to be ongoing
"fix and repair" projects to the church and the efforts of all those
involved are greatly appreciated. There are hopes that if winter is
sufficiently delayed that we will be able to organize a "clean up
project" for the grounds of Mount Olive and any assistance with
this project would be greatly appreciated. We continue to be
grateful for the new members at Mount Olive. Another year has
passed far too quickly and we look forward to the excitement of
the impending holiday season and services at Mount Olive and
with the many blessings which have been bestowed upon Mount
Olive over the past year; we are looking forward to an exciting
2017! Thank you again to all wonderful and devoted members of
Mount Olive who continue to serve in numerous capacities in
continuing the services and traditions of Mount Olive.
Yours in Christ,
Ed Martinson
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Notes from the Treasurer…
As of October 10, 2016 the LCEF loan balance is $71,960. An
extra $794 from pledges and contributions was paid on the loan in
addition to our budgeted payment of $750 in September and
October. We continue to receive donations from pledges and other
donations directed toward the windows. The LWML of Mt. Olive
has directed that $200 of the proceeds received from their 2 bake
sales this year be given to the Window Fund.
The Lydia Circle has given $100 to the Capital Improvement Fund
to help with the cost of new lights on the outside of the Church.
Our operating fund balance remained on the positive side last
month. The Board of Elders will be working on the budget for
2017 in the coming month. Look for dates and time of the Voter’s
Meeting to discuss the new budget.
Contact me if you have any questions. In future newsletters I will
recap our loan balance and other items of financial interest. The
monthly Treasurer’s and Financial Secretary’s reports are posted in
the upper room. Contact Financial Secretary, Keri Lynn Igo, for
any questions on your giving statements or pledge.
Yours in Christ,
Kaye Tanttari, Treasurer

6 Highlights

November 2016

From the
Church Office
Lots of things going on this month!
Did you get your Halloween decorations out
in time? Well, now take them down and put up
Christmas!! It seems like a race to see if you can
keep ahead of the seasons!
It’s also a fun time of the year; All Saints’ Day, Election Day, Veteran’s
Day, Thanksgiving Day and Advent begins as well. I hope everyone has
wonderful holidays with their families and that you can fit into your
pants next month; that is the trick!!
At the heart of it though, it is about Jesus and what he did for us. During
these holidays let us keep Jesus in our hearts and praise Him for all of
our blessings!
Additional NOTES:
1) Looking ahead….you may have noticed the Newsletter Deadline.
With Thanksgiving this month, time will be short. The newsletter
still needs to be done and mailed. Thanks in advance for your help.
2) Some of the mailboxes still have quite a bit of mail in them. Third
quarter financial statements are in your mailboxes. If you
haven’t checked yours lately, please do so as soon as you are able.
Thanks!
3) The 2015 Annual Report is complete and copies are on the Narthex
table. Thanks again for all the help!

Your Servant in the Lord,

Julie
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Mission Sunday is November 20th
LCMS Disaster

Response Hurricane Matthew

8 Highlights

November 2016

Thank you for supporting this very important ministry!
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LWML Circle News:


Priscilla Circle will meet on Friday, November 11 , at 9 – 12p



Lydia Circle will meet for a noon lunch and get together on
rd
Thursday, November 3 . Come early at 11:15 for the Bible Study.
Join them for lunch and fellowship. Don’t forget to bring a sandwich!!



LWML Circles will meet November 13 in the Upper Room to
assemble treat bags for our college students.



Rebecca Circle will be pre-ordering pecans on
Sundays in November.

th

Annual Christmas Luncheon


YOU’RE INVITED to the annual Christmas Luncheon hosted by
the Lydia Circle on this coming Thursday, December 1st at 12:00
pm. Swedish Meatballs will be served with Christmas cookies for
dessert. This is always a festive occasion and wraps
up the meetings for the year for the Lydia Circle.
Everyone in the congregation is invited to attend!
Food and entertainment provided, come help provide
the fellowship! Any questions, contact Carol
Werkhoven (525-9809).

Lydia Circle Bake Sale
Sunday, December 4th
in the Upper Room
Ladies of Mt. Olive, you are invited to attend our next LWML meeting
on Sunday, November 13, in the Upper Room
following the church service. In addition to our
regular meeting, we will be assembling treat bags
for our college students. Please join us for the fun!
Carol
LWML Mites from last Sunday totaled 158.18($1,536.21 YTD)
Thank you for your generous support!
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Mt. Olive LWML Meeting
Oct. 2, 2016
President Carol Walczak opened the meeting at 10:57AM with a
devotion centered on Eve, grandmother of us all, and how God
promised a Savior would come from her family to save all from her
original sin. The devotion closed with prayer.
The meeting began at 11:05 with the secretary’s minutes approved
as read online and on the bulletin board. The treasurer reported the
balance on hand as of August 1: $606.70.
Old Business: Carol and Kaye Tanttari attended the Minnesota
North LWML Convention in Willmar. Carol urged everyone to attend a
convention for its great speakers and motivation. More details will be
shared at the Fall Rally.
Copies of the district-approved by-laws for our local society were
distributed and Carol commented on several parts. With no questions
being asked, the by-laws were adopted.
We were reminded of the upcoming Fall Rally to be at St. Matthew’s
in Esko on Saturday, Oct. 29. The correct date is mentioned several
times in the newsletter, but the calendar there has it incorrectly
written. If someone would like to carpool, Carol said to call her.
Gayle Franck was offered a chance to attend a retreat for churchworkers’ wives but declined. She instead suggested a different one,
Making the Case Conference, that she could attend with Pastor next
spring. That will be addressed later.
New Business: Carol brought up several ideas for projects.
1. A contribution to the church window project - $200 was
decided.
2. Some money should be saved for help in sending a
representative or two to next summer’s national convention in
Albuquerque.
3. Writing a cookbook - Julie Igo will look into that.
4. College student goodie bags - Kaye Tanttari will purchase items
for the bags which will be decorated by the Sunday School children
and filled at our November 13 meeting, by members.
5. Cards to be sent to Veterans for Veterans Day will be taken care
of by Jayne Martinson.
6. Holding a Women’s Tea: discussion is tabled for now.
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Dues for the district and monies for subscriptions for the Quarterly will
be handled by Carol and Kaye as Selma Stephenson will be out of
town. The costs aren’t known yet but will be told at the Rally. The
scheduled serving of coffee after worship by this group is not yet
decided.
At the next meeting, November 13, will be the election of a
secretary and treasurer. Both Kathy and Selma are willing to stay on
their jobs, but if others wish to be nominated that will be fine.
Respectfully submitted,
Kathy Hass, Secretary
Present: Delila Olson, Kaye Tanttari,Selma Stephenson, Carol
Walczak, Bunny Hein, Evelyn and Leaslin Frazier, Ruth Cary, Gayle
Franck, Robin Muench, Julie Igo, Jayne Martinson, Kathy Hass
Taste and see that the Lord is good;
blessed is the one who takes refuge in him.
Psalm 34

LIBRARY NEWS
The November meeting of the Priscilla Circle/Library Workers will
be held Friday November 11th from 9am-12pm in the
Library. They will be cataloging and shelving the
most recent order of books and tapes. The
Circle is going to try to meet for a work
morning every few months rather than a
regular monthly meeting. The members
will also take care of getting borrowed
books back on the shelves and straightening
up the Library in between the meeting dates.
Anyone interested in helping out in the Library contact Carol
Walczak, Sandy Iverson, or Kaye Tanttari or just come to one of
the meetings listed in the Church newsletter.
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Remember To…Fall Back!!
2:00 a.m. Sunday,
November 6th

All Saints’ Sunday
November 6th
Sunday, November 6th we will
celebrate All Saints Sunday. If
you have a family member or
friend who has died in the faith
whom you want remembered at
the altar, please write their name
and date of death on a piece of
paper and either give it to the
pastor, or turn it into the church
office
by
Wednesday,
nd
November 2 . There will be a
clipboard on the door of the
office. Please sign your name and phone number
so Julie can call you in case of questions, or call
the office ASAP 724-2500.
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Veteran’s Day (November 11th) is a
time to commemorate our American
heroes and a time for solemn
ceremonies and for flying the flag
in gratitude in this year of world
turmoil, we can ever more
appreciate the value of their
sacrifice.

Please check your mailbox to find your
third quarter offering statement.

Election Day – November 8th
Don’t forget to VOTE on Tuesday, November 8th
Study the issues and the candidates and make an educated decision
when you go to the polls on Tuesday. Pray about your decision.
(…the ACT is also having a Bake Sale during the polling to help
fund their Higher Things trip next year; so buy some wonderful
goodies!!!)
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Women’s Book Club
“Heretics”
by G.K. Chesterton
October 18: Chapters 1‐6
November 1st: Chapters 7‐10
November 15th: Chapters 11‐14
December 6th: Chapters 15‐20
1st and 3rd Tuesday of the month
7PM Dee Andersons:
130 Carlisle Ave.
We’d love to have you ‐ just show up or call!
Dee 213‐8992 or Carol 724‐3924

Coming in 2017:
“The Grand Weaver:
How God Shapes Us Through the Events of
Our Lives”
By: Ravi Zacharias
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We are starting a new study in
bible study this month! Join us
for Lutheranism 101 to learn
more about your faith! We meet
at Mt. Olive lutheran Church,
2012 E. Superior Street on
Tuesday at 8:00 pm. We are
also planning to go bowling and
or have a movie night this
month.
Rachel Franck

Join us for a Hurricane Matthew Fundraiser Pie Social!
The coffee November 13th will be a fundraiser for
victims of Hurricane Matthew. Come and enjoy good
pies and good company while contributing to the people
affected by Hurricane Matthew.
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Thanksgiving Worship
Thursday, November 26th
9:30 a.m.
What first comes to mind when you think of Thanksgiving? Maybe you
remember a special year, perhaps one that would prove to be the last for a
beloved family member. Or you might think of aromatic pumpkin pie or
your grandmother’s special mince pie. Your family may use the holiday to
recall your blessings. Others pause to consider what that first Thanksgiving
was really like for Native Americans and European immigrants.
Whatever family holidays mean to
you, have you ever stopped to think
that as an adult you can shape those
festivities into memorable occasions
for future generations? You can
continue priceless practices, but you
also have the freedom to introduce
some of your own new traditions for
Thanksgiving. If you haven’t
already done so, make WORSHIP
a part of your family tradition.

Prayer of Thanksgiving:
O Great Spirit, Creator and source of every blessing, we pray that you will
bring peace to all our brothers and sisters of this world. Give us wisdom to
teach our children to love, to respect and to be kind to each other. Help us
to learn to share all the good things that you provide for us. Bless all who
share this meal with us today. We ask your special blessing on those who
are hungry today, especially little children. Help us to be just and to bring
your peace to all the earth. Praise and Thanksgiving be to you, my Lord.
Amen
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Food for your body • Food for your soul.

Mt. Olive Food Shelf News:
Our goal of meeting the needs of the food shelf without using any
of the Family Assistance Fund money has been successful! We still
spend $300.00 per month, but now it is completely from the
generous donations of our members! Thank you for your regular
support! Our visitors really do appreciate the food available to
them here, and the friendly greeting they receive from Julie. She
gives them a bag to pick out what they would like and offers a
Bible to newcomers - 14 already given out this year! We actually
ran out of Bibles several months ago, and needed to order more, so
this is a great community outreach in that way, too.
To help support the food shelf, your check/cash can be placed in
the offering plate and marked “food shelf.” If you want to do your
own shopping, the items we need most are soup, canned fruit,
canned pasta and meat, peanut butter, jam/jelly, tuna and other
canned meat, cereal, canned veggies, rice, mac and cheese, ramen,
pasta and pasta sauce, juice, peanuts and microwave popcorn. Nonfood items include deodorant, toothpaste, shampoo/conditioner,
lotion and soap. These can be left outside the cabinet in the Upper
Room.
Thank you, again, for all your
donations, both monetary and food
items!
Statistics beginning 4/26/10 – total
served = 99;
2011 total served = 229;
2012 total served = 251 (26 Bibles);
2013 total served = 317 (20 Bibles);
2014 total served = 452 (10 Bibles);
2015 total served = 466 (18 Bibles);
Total served thru October=282 (14 Bibles)

Actual monthly totals are posted on the cabinet door in the Upper
Room.
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Thanksgiving Day Buffet
2016
The Twin Ports Community, The College of St.
Scholastica and area volunteers cordially
invite you to join the Annual Free Thanksgiving
Buffet!

A FREE buffet on Thanksgiving Day serving
approximately 5,000 area persons in need.

Thanksgiving Day, Thursday, November 24 from
11 a.m. - 4 p.m.
at the Duluth Entertainment and Convention Center
HOME BOUND: Please call 723-6484 by Friday, Nov. 18, to request meal delivery.

YOU CAN HELP!
o

Volunteer to prepare for and/or serve food at the Buffet. Please
sign up online or call the volunteer phone line at 723-6774.

o

Monetary Donations - Please call Ruth Erdmann-Sluka at 7235919 or email at thanksgiving@css.edu or send a check made
out to The College of St. Scholastica at:

The College of St. Scholastica
Attn: Thanksgiving Buffet Fund
1200 Kenwood Avenue
Duluth MN, 55811

LOOKING AHEAD – Please NOTE:
The Candle light service for Christmas
Eve will be at 6:00 pm this year at Mt.
Olive, so you can plan ahead
accordingly.
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Dear Friends in Christ,

As I write this, the 2nd Presidential
debate took place last night in St. Louis,
MO. I sit here thinking, “I cannot believe
it has come down to a choice between
these two candidates.” I know there are
a slew of 3rd party candidates out there,
most of whom I have never heard of and
I am sure many of which would be a far
better choice than what the two major
parties are presenting, but they do not
have a glimmer of an opportunity to get much more than 10% of
the vote. So, what is a Christian supposed to do? My mother said
she wouldn’t vote. She can’t, in good conscience, vote for either
one of these candidates. But, I pointed out, the election is more
than about the presidency of the nation. What about all the other
offices on the ballot that need to be addressed? A critical concern
is also for the control of the Supreme Court. Who will have the
opportunity to present candidates to fill a current Supreme Court
seat that is vacant and future ones that will be vacated in the next
few years? And honestly, are not all candidates presented flawed?
There isn’t a perfect candidate in any election. Our hope is not
supposed to be in earthly rulers. We pray for our leaders, whether
we like them or not. We pray that God would guide them and use
them to provide for a peaceful,
orderly society. As Christians, we know that we are just sojourners
through this place and time, we long to be clothed with the
immortal and the imperishable in eternity, gathered around the
Lamb upon the throne and with all the saints to sing His praises.
Jesus tells us, don’t worry about tomorrow, what you will eat or
what you will wear, seek first His Kingdom and His
Righteousness. Don’t let your hearts be troubled.
As we go through the Bible, we see the evidence of how God
used, even ungodly, horrible society leaders to accomplish His will
and His purpose. So, what is a Christian supposed to do?
Pray. Pray that God would enlighten you to seek to know and to
do His will. Even when given unsavory choices, look at the big
picture and who may be more likely to accomplish a godly thing.
Pray for peace. Our nation is so very polarized and it needs real
healing. Who may be able to help in the healing? Consider all the
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races for offices and as good citizens, get informed about the
issues and the candidates and choose as informed Christians in
our world that seek to know God and make Him known in all
things. And consider your own ser-vice? Perhaps a reason we
lack any decent candidates is because decent candidates don’t
want to get involved. Good Christians should not sit around
complaining about how badly everyone else is doing, they should
be a part of the solution. If you can do a better job, then get your
name on the ballot. Be a good choice in future races.
In my mind, I have decided who I will vote for. I wish there were
other choices, but given the choices before us, I will choose the
lesser of two evils. No matter what the outcome of this race, I
have also determined that I need to keep the elected leaders of
our nation in my daily prayers. As a citizen of this nation, I may not
like the outcome, but I need to be supportive as long as it does not
conflict with God’s Word. I hear the voice of Jesus speaking to
Pilate when Pilate asks, “Don’t you know I have the power ...” and
Jesus responded, “You would have no power unless it were given
to you from above.” No matter who is president, Jesus is still Lord
and Savior. Our God still reigns. May God grant us wisdom to see
His hand still at work
in our world and especially in our nation? I pray the last prayer in
the Book of Revelations –“Come, Lord Jesus...”
In His Service,
Rev. Jeffrey A. Lee
(Minnesota North District Intercom/E-News)

Save the Date—2017
A joint Minnesota North / Minnesota South / Concordia
University-St. Paul 500th Anniversary Reformation Service
will be held at 4:00 p.m. on Sunday, October 29, 2017 at
Concordia University, St. Paul.
Preacher: Rev. Dr. Matthew Harrison, Synodical President.
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Poinsettias for the Altar
It is a little early but I wanted to give everyone enough
heads up time!
It's time once again to order
poinsettias to decorate our church
for Christmas. The price this year
is $12.99 for the 6" traditional
poinsettia (with several blooms),
$22.75 for a two-branch plant.
This includes foil and a bow and
they have been preordered in a
variety of colors from Engwall’s at
the lowest price possible.
You will have the opportunity to
take your plant home after the
Christmas services.
Please fill out this form and put it
in the collection plate along with your check made out to Mt. Olive
Lutheran Church. (Please be sure to put “Poinsettia” on the memo
line of your check for the counters.)

DEADLINE TO ORDER: SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11th
1. A gift from
OR
2. In memory of

Your Name
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November Anniversaries
Sorry, none this month!!!! Somebody get married in November!!

November Birthdays
1 Jason Reier
5 Christine Erven
6 Rebekah Stebbing
Leaslin Frazier
7 Ruth Cary
John Keske
8 Julie Reinemann
11 Phillip Stephenson
12 Jenna Reinemann
14 Rich Mertz, Jr.
16 Emily Hass
18 Barbara Hass
19 Drew Chambers
Ava Fuchs
22 Gayle Franck
Holly Suronen
25 Pat Sheedy
29 Chris Bollman

Advent begins November 27th

