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Fall Schedules in Full Swing….
Notes from the Pastor:
It’s “Back to School” time, and with the academic year comes a
lot more activity at Mount Olive, opportunities for all to grow in
our knowledge of and faith in Jesus Christ.
Of course, Sunday School will start on September 11. Many of the
children will be participating in the service that morning as
greeters and ushers and also providing special music. Classes will
begin that morning for most of the
children, this year in three separate
classes. We have been truly blessed as
our Sunday School has grown
significantly this past year. While
much of the planning has already been
done, if you are able to help, I think
the teachers will be happy to
incorporate your help.
Sunday morning Bible class will also be meeting at 8:25 on
Sunday mornings. We are finishing our study of the Augsburg
Confession, and beginning a new topic soon. Another opportunity
for Bible study is the Sunday afternoon LifeLight study. The first
of these will be meeting on September 11 at 6:30 p.m. The topic
is the Time Between the Testaments, and will be looking at the
history of the time as well as some of the apocryphal books that
are printed with some Bibles. This study requires some prep time
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for students before the study. Books are available in the
narthex.
Local colleges and universities are in session. Please welcome
students as they attend services on Sunday
mornings, and encourage them to attend
our Lutheran Student Fellowship group. The
first meeting will be Tuesday, August 30, at
7:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Times and
dates for future weekly Bible studies and
social activities will be planned at that
meeting.
Confirmation classes will be beginning for youth soon, most
likely on Wednesday afternoons or evenings. I’ll be scheduling
that soon as I speak with parents about times that work for their
families.
I’m hoping we can reinvigorate our youth group soon as well. The
“Active Christian Teens” hasn’t been very active of late, but
especially as the new children in our congregation grow, I would
like to have a group going for Bible study and/or activities with
fellow Lutheran believers. If you are or a parent of 7th through
12th graders, try to come to a meeting in the ACT room after
church on October 2nd.
I think that is it. God’s richest blessings to you all this month.
In Christ our Lord,

Pastor Franck
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Notes from the Excecutive Director…
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:
Driving to church earlier this morning prior
to composing this message we were
discussing all of the signs signaling the
impending end of summer. In spite of
the weather and the damage/hardship it caused so many it has in so
many ways been a wonderful summer with many fond memories
and blessings. This is been quiet month on the Mount Olive front
as so many of us are attempting to enjoy the last days of summer.
It has been exciting time though with plans being made for the
resumption of Sunday School; a Christmas program and
considering the possibility of a possible Vacation Bible School in
the future. Thank you also to all the wonderful devoted
individuals who have given of their time each month for all of the
duties and responsibilities it requires for the Divine services and
the day to day duties and operations to continue at Mount
Olive and I am extremely grateful for each of you contributing
your time and talents with your service to the Lord and Mount
Olive.
In keeping with my predecessor's philosophy of brevity I will bring
this message to a close for this month. I would again like to
express my appreciation for the opportunity to serve the Lord and
Mount Olive in this position and for the
opportunity be a member of the
wonderful family that is Mount Olive
Lutheran Church.
Yours in Christ
Ed Martinson
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Notes from the Treasurer…
As of August 10th, 2016 the LCEF loan balance is $73,735. An
extra $712 from pledges and contributions was paid on the loan in
addition to our budgeted payment of $750 in August. In less than
one year we have reduced our repayment from 15 years to 14 years
and if we maintain our current rate of repayment the loan will be
paid off in 10 years. We have also paid ourselves back the $10,000
loan used for windows.
In October of 2011 the Voters approved the purchase of the copy
machine for the office. Up until that time the copier was rented
and the Board on Elders decided it would be more cost efficient to
purchase it. In order to finance it the Voters approved taking a
loan from our designated Scholarship Fund for $9,233.58 which
was to be paid back over 5 years at a 3% interest rate. The last 4
months of the loan was paid back to the Scholarship fund In July.
Our operating fund balance remained on the positive side last
month.
Contact me if you have any questions. In future newsletters I will
recap our loan balance and other items of financial interest. The
monthly Treasurer’s and Financial Secretary’s reports are posted in
the upper room. Contact Financial Secretary, Keri Lynn Igo, for
any questions on your giving statements or pledge.

Yours in Christ,
Kaye Tanttari, Treasurer
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“This is the day the Lord
has made, let us be glad
and rejoice in it.”
Psalm 118:24

Fall is here!!
What a wonderful summer we have had!
The weather has been about perfect for
those who like it hot. It is nice to see the
plants blooming completely and I especially admire and appreciate
the beauty of the flowers planted in front of the church every
morning when I arrive for work. The ladies (Joycelyn Ottinger and
Carolyn Werkoven) really did a nice job this season. Thank you 8
for donating all the flowers from your greenhouse!
The next quarterly devotions will be out before the end of
the month. Be sure to pick up your copy or bring one to a
homebound friend. And, as always, be sure to check your
mailboxes for any new (and old) information that is there. The
newsletter deadline for the October issue is Thursday, September
15th. Time creeps up rather quickly, so please keep that in mind.
Also, the office hours return to 9:00-2:00 Monday – Thursday
beginning September 1st.
School is back in session and I know all the kids are sad and all the
parents are relieved! It is hard to see the seasons go by so quickly;
but it’s fun to live through the holidays! Hope everyone has a
wonderful Labor Day weekend; Grandparents Day and National
Bluebird Happiness Day.
Your Servant in the Lord,

Julie
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LWML Circle News:
Ladies of the LWML, the Mt. Olive LWML
will not be meeting in September. Instead, we
will be meeting in October – watch the upcoming
bulletins and October newsletter for more
information.
Lydia Circle will meet for a noon lunch and get together on Thursday,
September 1st. Join them for lunch and fellowship. Don’t forget to bring
a sandwich!!
Rebecca Circle will meet Saturday, September 10th at 11:00 a.m., at the
home of Terry Trogdon (650 Everett Street), for the 2016/2017 Planning
Meeting.

LWML PLANNING MEETING for Fall Rally, August 25,
2016
Mount Olive Lutheran Church 9:30AM
Present: Sue Zeige, Carol Walczak, Sue Tester, Pastor Tom
and Mary Brinkley, Kathy Hass, Darlene Eng and Joy
Skifstad.
President Carol welcomed our new District Representative,
Sue Zeige from Grand Rapids, and introduced members
from St. Matthews, Darlene Eng and Joy Skifstad, who will
be planning the Fall Rally at St. Matthews.
Pastor Brinkley opened the meeting with prayer and a short
devotion based on Psalm 118, reminding us of King David’s
troubles which never caused him to lose his trust in God.
The secretary’s minutes of the last planning session were
read and needed no corrections. The treasurer’s report
showed a balance of $935.04 and elicited some discussion
about raising the honorarium given to speakers and
increasing the amount of dues from members. Carol
suggested the honorarium be raised to $100 and dues
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increased to $4. There was no objection to either. Sue
Tester’s report was accepted.
The District Representative’s report from the meeting of
the Board of Directors, July 12, 2016 was given by Sue
Zeige. Sue clarified some of the Mission Grants; remarked
that Quarterly subscriptions can be bought at any time not just once a year; LWML Sunday will be October 2 so
order supplies early (Mite boxes are free). Also be sure to
send interesting LWML news to the Lutheran Witness
supplement. The 2017 National Convention is planned for
Albuquerque, June 22-25.
Old Business. - Carol thanked the ladies of Hope for
hosting the Spring Rally. At the Fall Rally she will give a
report about the District Convention.
New Business - The Fall Rally is set for October 29 at St.
Matthews in Esko. Registration will be from 10:00-10:30
and the Rally will begin at 10:30. Cost will be $5 to
register. The ingathering will be of toiletries and small
necessities for women being helped at Whispers of Hope
near Faribault, Minnesota. It is a retreat for women 18-30
needing help in many ways and for many reasons. This will
be the topic of the speaker for this Christian place of hope.
Watch for more news and posters as the date nears.
The SKIT will be by the women of Hope, Munger.
Nominations are needed by the nominating committee:
Mary Brinkley and Sue Tester, for Vice-President,
Secretary, and Pastoral Counselor. Please suggest someone
from your society to be in one of those offices.
President Carol has appointed Judy Nelson, St. Matthews,
as archivist/historian for our zone.
The meeting adjourned at 10:30 with the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted,
Kathy Hass, Secretary
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Don’t forget that the first Sunday of each month is
LWML Mite Sunday!!
Mites collected thru August totaled $133.33
(1,255.67 YTD)

Confirmation
Confirmation classes will begin Wednesday,
September 14th. The time has not been decided.
Please watch for the information in upcoming
bulletins.

How We Live! How We Believe!

There is a new table in the Fellowship Hall! It is loaded
with books and teaching materials on the Bible and how
God teaches us in His Word how we are to live. If you
see something of interest, feel free to take it and read it.
Keep it if you like, pass it on to someone else, or bring it
back. We pray these materials will be a blessing to you
and others. This table is available for visitors and longtime members and was provided by funds from
Thrivent.
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Mount Olive is forming a Bowling league.
Please contact Bob Iverson (525-2976) about the
details. We will be meeting on Tuesdays,
6:45 – 9:00. Your ability or lack of ability
does not count against you!

Altar Guild News:
The annual Altar Guild meeting will
be held in the Upper Room on
Sunday, September 25, after the
church service. We will set the
schedule for the upcoming year as
well as go over any items of concern.
I will keep the schedule the same as
the past year; however, if you would
like to change to a different month, let
me know.
We have openings for Altar Guild members, so please prayerfully
consider joining the Altar Guild. The duties entail setting up the
altar for Holy Communion for one month out of the year. If you
are interested in joining the Altar Guild, please contact me.
Carol Walczak (rcjwalczak@charter.net; 591-9918)

10 Highlights

Reserved for calendar

September 2016

11 Highlights

September 2016

Reserved for calendar

12 Highlights

September 2016

Food for your body • Food for your soul.

Mt. Olive Food Shelf News:
Our goal of meeting the needs of the food shelf without using any
of the Family Assistance Fund money has been successful! We still
spend $300.00 per month, but now it is completely from the
generous donations of our members! Thank you for your regular
support! Our visitors really do appreciate the food available to
them here, and the friendly greeting they receive from Julie. She
gives them a bag to pick out what they would like and offers a
Bible to newcomers - 12 already given out this year! We actually
ran out of Bibles several months ago, and needed to order more, so
this is a great community outreach in that way, too.
To help support the food shelf, your check/cash can be placed in
the offering plate and marked “food shelf.” If you want to do your
own shopping, the items we need most are soup, canned fruit,
canned pasta and meat, peanut butter, jam/jelly, tuna and other
canned meat, cereal, canned veggies, rice, mac and cheese, ramen,
pasta and pasta sauce, juice, peanuts and microwave popcorn. Nonfood items include deodorant, toothpaste, shampoo/conditioner,
lotion and soap. These can be left
outside the cabinet in the Upper Room.
Thank you, again, for all your
donations, both monetary and food
items!
Statistics beginning 4/26/10 – total
served = 99;
2011 total served = 229;
2012 total served = 251 (26 Bibles);
2013 total served = 317 (20 Bibles);
2014 total served = 452 (10 Bibles);
2015 total served = 466 (18 Bibles);
Total served thru August=243 (13 Bibles)

Actual monthly totals are posted on the cabinet door in the Upper
Room.
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Sunday September 18th – Mission Sunday
District CROSS Appeal
Our Lutheran Day Schools of the Minnesota North District provide
a quality education! This is due largely to the highly dedicated and
highly skilled individuals God has blessed each of our schools with
who comprise the faculties and staffs of our schools. God has
blessed each of our schools with gifted teachers who are
absolutely passionate about providing the highest quality of
Christian education they possibly can. Each of our schools and
each of our teachers are blessings to each and all of the children
in their classrooms!
That blessing of God goes directly to
what I want to share with you next.
Namely, the CROSS Appeal. The
CROSS
Appeal
provides
the
opportunity to each and every
congregation of our Minnesota North
District and within that, to each and every member of those
congregations, to have a hand and a part in providing a quality
Christ-centered education to all of the children enrolled in one of
our Christian Day Schools by sharing a financial gift. When a gift
is given to the CROSS Appeal, that entire gift is then equally
divided among our schools. Each of our schools, in turn, uses
your gift to strengthen their school’s educational ministry in a way
which otherwise would not have been financially feasible for them.
In essence, each gift to the CROSS Appeal is a blessing from God
to each of our schools. Making it even more personal, each gift to
the CROSS Appeal is a blessing from God to each of the children
attending our schools!
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Prayer Chain
We'll be updating Mount
Olive's prayer chain list
soon! If you would like to
participate, contact Gayle
Franck (724-1969). The
responsibilities
include
receiving a request for
prayer by phone, passing it on to one other person, and praying for
the request. There is also an e-mail list, and if you would like to be
on this list, the responsibilities are to read your e-mails and pray
when the requests come through.
We have changed the morning prayer requests. Call Julie in the
office (724-2500/Monday–Thursday) and she will forward the
prayer request. Thank you.
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News from
Lutheran Island Camp
www.islandcamp.org

Q: What is the purpose of Christ Serve Ranch?
A: Christ Serve Ranch is the only science and environmental
learning center that teaches, science, outdoor education, leadership,
and the environment from a Lutheran, Christian, Biblical
worldview.
Q: Isn’t Christ Serve Ranch a horse ranch?
A: Horses play an important part in what we do. We use them to
teach with. We use them to transport people to exhibits and
throughout the property. And, we use the horses to recruit campers
who might not come to camp if it weren’t for that. Even as
important as the horses are, we actually had more campers at
Christ Serve Ranch participating in our science, servant events,
and other programs than we did horse camps.
Christ Serve Ranch is located in the middle of Otter Tail
County just off county road 5. The property is in the heart of
lake country in Minnesota, within 45 miles of over 1000
lakes. The ranch has 275 acres and
includes 2200 feet of lake shore on West
Mason Lake, a great little recreational
lake ideal for canoeing, kayaking,
fishing, and observing water fowl. We
are hoping to be able to acquire the
property yet this spring.
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Stewardship Corner:
The Exalted State of Servanthood
Martin Luther, the author of the Reformation which we celebrate
the end of October, wrote in his booklet, The Freedom of a Christian, “A
Christian is a perfectly free lord of all, subject to none. A Christian is a
perfectly dutiful servant of all, subject to all.” Those two sentences appear at
first to be contradictory. What Luther was trying to help us understand is
that we, as Christians, are free from the obligation of the Law to serve, but
yet we are called in the freedom of the Gospel to serve others
joyfully.
This call to joyful servanthood is understood and
often scoffed at, simply because many have confused
servanthood with servitude. Servitude often conveys the idea
of bondage and even slavery. Servanthood, on the other hand,
has a connotation of voluntary service, joyful giving of
ourselves, a willing choice to help others, and selfless
commitment.
One who is involved in servitude serves unwillingly out of a sense
of fear and has no hope of entering into a different state, while one involved
in servanthood lives in an exalted state, a healthy and uplifting climate of
helping others. Even though challenges must be overcome and problems
may abound, the joy of servanthood is the overriding experience.
How do we get from a state of servitude to a state of servanthood?
This transition is made when we properly understand the Word of God
which clearly defines servanthood by explaining Jesus Christ’s own purpose
in coming to Earth: “ . . . the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to
serve, and to give His life as a ransom for many” (Matthew 20:28). Jesus
lived the perfect life of the servant in our places, so we no longer are
constrained to try to “measure up” to what God expects. The Law never
saves, never enables us, only shows us our shortcomings.
When we look at Christ, though, and how He lived His earthly life
and what He has done for us, we are then freed to respond with heartfelt,
sincere, loving service to those He has placed around us. The acts of service
we render might appear to be the same; however, our motivation and attitude
make the difference. Through Christ, we are elevated to the exalted state of
servanthood.
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Welcome New Members!
We welcomed New Members into the family of Mt. Olive Lutheran
Church this month! New members are such a treasure because they
enrich our congregation and bring new opportunities to grow and
fellowship in the Word of God.
Be sure to give them a warm welcome as you greet them!
For contact information:

Ryan and Michaila Andersen
Jerry and Cheryl Anderson.
726 4th Avenue
Two Harbors, MN 55616
Russell and Virginia Estridge. ((715)791-9051
1900 St. Louis Ave. #307
Duluth, MN 55802
Barry and Emily Fuchs and their children Elle, Jude and Ava.
133 Summit Street #312
Duluth, MN 55803
John and Jennifer Keshe and their children Harlan and Jacob.
(218)830-0015
4033 S. Schallemeir Rd.
Superior, WI 54880
Alex and Marja Lietzan and their children Rosie and Eloise.
2614 Branch Street
Duluth, MN 55812
Tom and Nikki Robbins (218)525-7500
8435 Congdon Blvd.
Duluth, MN 55804
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September Birthdays
2

3
4
6
9
10
11
12
14
19
23
25
27
30

Ben Mertz
Andy Thompson
Grant Wodny
John Hass
Sandy Iverson
Carol Walczak
Jackie Reinemann
Jeff Stephenson
Tom Robbins
Tom Swanum
Nate Beaver
Bob Iverson
Virginia Rodenwald
LaDonna Bode
Kelly Moen
Ethel Nehls
Sally Polzin
Sam Mertz

September Anniversaries
6

Ed and Jayne Martinson, 19 years

14 Michael and Melissa Wandersee, 4 years

