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Pastor’s Notes…
Someone You Know
Someone you know doesn’t go to church
anymore. Someone you know just found out
they have cancer. Someone you know is
going through tough times and is feeling
depressed.
We all know someone who either isn’t
connected to church or doesn’t believe in
Jesus as their Savior at all. Someone you
know needs peace and forgiveness in their life - the peace that we
have, right now, through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
Our Minnesota North District will be providing resources for
congregations and people to help us all think about, pray for, and
talk to people facing a variety of life situations. At the beginning of
each month, all the churches in the MN North District are going to
pray for “Someone You Know” who doesn’t go to church or isn’t a
Christian. We are going to pray for an opportunity to talk with
them about Jesus, or invite them to church with us. Not only that,
we are going to give you some tips on how to reach out to them.
There will even be 3 minute videos available on the internet,
featuring church leaders within our MN North District, teaching
us how to reach out with the Gospel. The goal is not only to pray,
but also to look for opportunities to speak the gospel, the good
news of Jesus.
As Jesus says in Matthew 7:7-8 “Ask, and it will be given to you;
seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. For
everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him
who knocks it will be opened.”
On a related topic, I was very impressed with the witness given at
Concordia University Chicago as I dropped off my son, Jacob, for
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classes there this fall. There was a service of Welcome and
Induction of New Students. I know that many of the new students
there were not Lutheran or even Christian, yet the University
welcomed them in a Christian service and testified to their own
reason for existence, namely, the way prepared for us by Jesus
Christ. There was a special litany that involved the parents
speaking words of love and trust in the Heavenly Father, and
entrusting the children to the University, and the University’s
pledge to care for them, representing the parents, and seeking to
imitate Christ. There was also the well-known “pilgrim prayer”
where we are all called to new ventures knowing that God is
leading us and is with us.
That service was not only a good reminder to me not
only how we are sending our children out, but also
how we always and in everything ought to be
faithful witnesses to our Christian faith and to
live consistently with that, in words and deeds,
and not be afraid of offending other people.
I pray that our congregation and its members may have the same
faithful and straightforward witness to our Lord God who created
this world, His Son Jesus Christ who redeemed us, and the Holy
Spirit who dwells in us and directs our paths.
In Christ,

Pastor Robert Franck
Starting Friday, September 6, Mount Olive will be
offering a "Lutheran Family Matins and Fellowship"
on Fridays from 9:00 until after lunch. The morning
will begin with a Matins service that will emphasize
the catechism and basic Bible stories. Following that will be games
and fellowship time, maybe a children's choir service, leading into
a common lunch. All are welcome to come, and even if you only
want to come for the Matins service, you are welcome. This is
open to people outside our congregation as well. In October,
there will also be a "Lutheran Family Matins Service" on
Wednesdays at 9:00 a.m.
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Brothers and Sisters in Christ…
The days are noticeably shorter, the Minnesota State Fair
is over, Labor Day has passed, the Twins are still playing
well and we are again preparing for disappointment from
the Minnesota Vikings - all telling us that summer is
quickly passing. The fall however will bring new activities and excitement
to Mount Olive including the start of Sunday school and the return of our
college student members. We are also looking forward to the Senior Saints
celebration including the booklet and potluck celebration. There has been
ongoing efforts regarding the downstairs bathroom remodeling project but
the lowest bid from the contractors continues to significantly exceed our
budget for the project. There has been extensive discussion on modifying/
limiting the project and due to the importance of the project to Mount Olive
there will be a brief informational meeting regarding the project at the end of
the 9-08-19 coffee hour and we would encourage everyone to attend and
provide input regarding the project. In an attempt to generate additional
funds for the project we are anticipating potentially "resurrecting" Mount
Olive's Men's Club and sponsoring a dinner for fundraising for the
bathroom remodeling project with the dinner likely in October and further
information will be forthcoming regarding the dinner and a formal date and
anyone who is willing to assist/ serve with the dinner project will be greatly
appreciated and as always with the "Kitchen Crew" it is a great opportunity
for fellowship with other members of Mount Olive.
Despite the busy summer season (and at times warm Sunday mornings) it
has been wonderful to see the attendance at our worship services each week.
Not only is it a chance to worship and give Thanks to our Lord for all of the
blessings he has given to us but also to participate in the fellowship which
this brings to Mount Olive. Although I attempt to limit focus on the issue,
your continued financial support has also been greatly appreciated allowing
us to keep Mount Olive in a favorable financial position for 2019 and the
Board of Elders will continue to utilize your gifts to the Lord wisely in
service to our Lord. Despite the passing days it has been
wonderful summer (and for Jayne and I July 19 was
extremely special when Amy married Nathan [a wonderful
young man] - despite the heat index being at 106 degrees
at the start of the outdoor wedding and reception), we hope
you are able to participate in the upcoming services and
activities at Mount Olive and we look forward to seeing
you at Mount Olive. Have a safe end to summer and God
Bless you.
Yours in Christ, Ed Martinson
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From the
Church Office
Hurray!!
My favorite time of year is
almost here – SCHOOL SEASON. Is there such a thing? My kids
dislike the S-word. This year is a little bitter sweet since one is in
Fargo and not close. I will miss summer tremendously, but I enjoy
the routine of the school season. The first day of autumn is
Sunday, September 23rd. Fall colors – cooler days and evenings –
football (Vikings vs. Packers coming up!) – evenings by the fire pit
enjoying God’s creation.
Thank you to everyone for being so helpful while I recover from
my foot surgery. I am recovering slower than I thought but it is
coming along nicely. The newsletter deadline for the October
issue is Thursday, September 19th. Time creeps up rather quickly,
so please keep that in mind.
I want to Thank the members who always pitch in with the Sunday
coffees. It is vital for our members to be able to have fellowship
together; the two coffees for September are very special because in
both we celebrate two very specific groups in our congregation.
We are celebrating our College students September 8th and our
Senior Saints September 22nd. Thank you to those putting these
coffees together!
Be safe this Labor Day weekend &.... Happy School!
God Bless you!

Julie
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The Exalted State of Servanthood
Martin Luther, the author of the Reformation
which we celebrate the end of October, wrote in his
booklet, The Freedom of a Christian, “A Christian is a
perfectly free lord of all, subject to none. A Christian
is a perfectly dutiful servant of all, subject to all.”
Those two sentences appear at first to be
contradictory. What Luther was trying to help us
understand is that we, as Christians, are free from the
obligation of the Law to serve, but yet we are called in
the freedom of the Gospel to serve others joyfully.
This call to joyful servanthood is understood and often scoffed at,
simply because many have confused servanthood with servitude. Servitude
often conveys the idea of bondage and even slavery. Servanthood, on the
other hand, has a connotation of voluntary service, joyful giving of
ourselves, a willing choice to help others, and selfless commitment.
One who is involved in servitude serves unwillingly out of a sense
of fear and has no hope of entering into a different state, while one involved
in servanthood lives in an exalted state, a healthy and uplifting climate of
helping others. Even though challenges must be overcome and problems
may abound, the joy of servanthood is the overriding experience.
How do we get from a state of servitude to a state of servanthood?
This transition is made when we properly understand the Word of God
which clearly defines servanthood by explaining Jesus Christ’s own purpose
in coming to Earth: “ . . . the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to
serve, and to give His life as a ransom for many” (Matthew 20:28). Jesus
lived the perfect life of the servant in our places, so we no longer are
constrained to try to “measure up” to what God expects. The Law never
saves, never enables us, only shows us our shortcomings.
When we look at Christ, though, and how He lived His earthly life
and what He has done for us, we are then freed to respond with heartfelt,
sincere, loving service to those He has placed around us. The acts of service
we render might appear to be the same; however, our motivation and attitude
make the difference. Through Christ, we are elevated to the exalted state of
servanthood.
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LWML Circle News:
Lydia Circle will meet for a noon lunch and
get together on Thursday, September 5th. Join
them for lunch and fellowship. Don’t forget to
bring a sandwich!!
Rebecca Circle will meet Saturday, September 28th at 11:30 for a
2019/2020 Planning Meeting at church; a luncheon will be served.
Altar Guild will meet September 29th after the service.
LWML will meet September 8th after the service.

LWML Mites total is $1,344.20 YTD
Thank you for your generous support!
LWML Mite Sunday is the first Sunday of each month!

Women of Mt. Olive:
The next LWML meeting will be Sunday,
September 8th, after worship in one of the
Sunday School rooms. We will be discussing
projects of the LWML
All women of Mount Olive are welcome to join
the LWML. We meet about five or six times
per year following worship. Meetings include a short
devotional, a little business, fellowship and coffee. Twice a
year we meet with area LCMS women at zone rallies. Rallies
include special programs or speakers, worship, a little
business, a skit, and fellowship with lunch or dessert.
Ingatherings at the rallies usually benefit local mission needs
of the host church. Come join us! If you have any
questions, contact me.
Carol Walczak
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Orphan Grain Train Projects
We will be bringing some projects that I have been working on to the
Orphan Grain Train depot in Morris, Minnesota, and would love to
bring any that you might have that will fit into our car. Our plan is to
bring them shortly after Labor Day in
September. If you feel like assembling
something, there is a list of possibilities and
their online directions found on the board in
the cloak-room. Thank you for
volunteering!

Looking ahead...
LifeLight Bible study will
resume meeting on
October 13, from 6:00-7:30 pm.
Rally Day - Welcome Back to Sunday School!
Sunday School will begin on September 8th. This year we will
start classes at 8:45. Parents that want to come to the bible
class at 8:25 can still come early with their children. We will be
getting ready for class so children can wait with us if you would
like. This year we will be focusing on singing hymns, psalms,
and introits for the day, along with Bible stories. Our desire is
to put these hymns and psalms in our hearts. We plan on
putting all the children together for
this class. Children that have been
confirmed can attend the adult class
if they would like or they can join us
for singing. If the confirmed children
attend bible class we would like them
to work on hymns at home so they
can sing with us when we sing for
church services. We look forward to
seeing everyone again.
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Altar Guild News:
The annual Altar Guild meeting will be held in the
corner Sunday school room on Sunday, September
29, after the church service. We will set the
schedule for the upcoming year as well as go over
any items of concern. I will keep the schedule the same as the past
year. If you want a different month than last year, let me know.
The Altar Guild members set up the altar for Holy Communion. We
generally have teams consisting of two members, and each team is
on duty for one month out of the year. If you are interested in
joining the Altar Guild, please contact me or just show up at our
annual meeting.
Carol Walczak
Dear LWML Ladies of the Lake Superior Zone,
We hope your summer has been refreshing and restful - and that you are
raring to go in a busy new season in the mission field. As you make
plans for the coming year, please keep in mind the Fall Rally which is
being hosted by Faith Lutheran in Silver Bay.

The rally is set for Saturday, October 12, with
registration beginning at 10:00, the rally to start at
10:30. Robin Muench will present fetal models from
Lutherans for Life and share information regarding
their program and her efforts to share news about
the unborn’s right to life.

MCCL Fall Tour
PRO-LIFE GATHERING
Learn about the latest threats to unborn children and their
mothers-and what you can do to
make a difference.

September 26 – 7-8 PM
St. Lawrence Catholic Church
2410 Morris Thomas Road
Duluth, MN
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“Celebrating Our Senior Saints” is
almost here! September 22nd is the
special day we will recognize and
honor Mt. Olive’s members who are
80 years of age and older.
Arrangements are being made for as
many of our “senior saints” as
possible to attend the worship service and lunch afterward.
Our booklet, five months in the making, will be distributed to
all families in attendance that day. It contains 26 interviews
conducted by volunteers relating life experiences and faith
stories of our oldest members. There are stories that will
make you laugh, that may frighten you, and that will confirm
your faith in a loving and caring Heavenly Father.
Here’s how you can participate and help September 22nd be a
wonderful time for everyone:









Attend the senior saint-themed worship service at 9:30
am.
Warmly greet and engage our “senior saints” in
conversation.
Offer to give a ride to and from church that day to a
senior without transportation. Contact Robin Muench,
218-729-0014, who is coordinating rides.
Bring a potluck dish to share and stay for lunch after the
service. Please bring a main dish, side dish, or salad.
Our “senior saint” guests are not asked to bring food, so
others are encouraged to bring a little extra. Dessert will
be provided.
Offer to help clean-up, as needed.
Enjoy this special day of fellowship with all the saints at
Mt. Olive.

"Celebrating Our Senior Saints" is a project of the LWML.
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Sunday September 15th – Mission Sunday
Mt. Olive Food Shelf
Our Sunday Mission for the month of September is the Mt.
Olive Food Shelf. It is a much used resource for many
people in this area and it is one of many mission
opportunities that Mt. Olive sponsors. Our Thanksgiving
Offering goes to it every year. It has grown steadily in
number of users over this last year. It is because of this
steady use that we have highlighted it for this month.
Ways to support the Food Shelf:
If you are able to pick up a few extra items when you go to the
grocery store, they can be left by the cabinet in the Upper
Room. If you prefer not to shop, a check or cash can be put in
the offering plate and marked “food shelf.”
Items most needed are soup, canned fruit, canned pasta and
meat, tuna, peanut butter, jelly/jam, cereal, ramen, rice, mac and
cheese, pasta and pasta sauce, canned veggies and juice. Non-food
items include deodorant, toothpaste, toothbrushes,
shampoo, lotion and soap.
Anything you can give would be much appreciated! Thank you!

Statistics beginning 4/26/10 – total served = 99;
2011 total served = 229;
2012 total served = 251 (26 Bibles);
2013 total served = 317 (20 Bibles);
2014 total served = 452 (10 Bibles);
2015 total served = 466 (18 Bibles);
2016 total served = 346 (16 Bibles);
2017 total served = 361 (16 Bibles)
2018 total served = 396 (7 Bibles)
Total served thru August= 213 (5 Bibles)

Actual monthly totals are posted on the cabinet door in the Upper
Room.
There will be a free will offering after the service.
Food items can also be brought on Mission Sunday.

14 Highlights

September 2019

LSF News:
Hello Everyone, I hope you had a fantastic summer. It
went by so fast as it always seems to do. We are
starting our studies on Tuesday, September 3rd at 8pm,
in the basement of Mt. Olive Lutheran Church, 2012 E
Superior St. We will be studying a new DVD series,
“Tactics for Defending the Christian Faith”. We
have scheduled a Volleyball Picnic at Park Point on
September 21st.. We hope to see you there! If anyone
needs a ride please let us know.
LSF Coordinators: Elizabeth and Rachel Franck

Prayer Chain - We are in need of some more volunteers if we are
going to keep the telephone prayer chain going. Many
of our members are no longer able to participate due
to health and we would like to have some new
members. It’s very easy to participate; receive a call
and pray and pass it on. It is a wonderful way to be
connected to our fellow members.
We currently have morning, afternoon, evening and email teams. If you would like to be a part of our prayer
team please contact Julie Jones at church or Gayle Franck. We have
prayer chain booklets that have all the numbers and the instructions for
passing on requests. If you have a prayer request that you would like
prayers for please call the church office during the day and give your
request to our secretary Julie who will pass the requests along to the
different groups. If you have a request after office hours you may call
Gayle Franck at 724-1969.

University Lutheran Chapel Update:
You are invited to the Dedication of the New University
Lutheran Chapel September 8, 2019.
10 am – Divine Service
3 pm – Dedication Service
Reception Following
316 10th Ave SE
Minneapolis, MN 55414
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Welcome College Students Social

OUR COLLEGE STUDENTS!
We are so glad that you choose to worship with us at Mt. Olive. It
is nice to see new faces and to be able to share in fellowship with
you. Please join us downstairs for a special coffee hour on
September 8th.
*There will be a short meeting after the coffee by Ed
Martinson to update everyone on the Bathroom Project.

Confirmation

Confirmation class will begin
Wednesday, September 25th at 4:30.m.
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st

Sunday, September 1
This week’s pastor is Robert Franck of Mt. Olive Lutheran Church in
Duluth, MN.
th

Sunday, September 8
This week’s pastor is Matt Kohl of Our Redeemer Church in
Cloquet, MN.
th

Sunday, September 15
This week’s pastor is David Schoessow of Christ Lutheran Church
in Superior, WI.
nd

Sunday, September 22
This week’s pastor is John Bonk of Shepherd of the Lake Lutheran
Church in Two Harbors, MN.
th

Sunday, September 29
This week’s pastor Jeff Walther of St. Matthews Lutheran Church in
Esko, MN.
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News from Lutheran Island
Camp
Greetings in Christ!
This week we have a number of sports
teams that will be enjoying our facilities.
These are schools that each year travel to
camp for cross country, soccer or other sports. We enjoy having them.
Fall Clean up at Lutheran Island Camp and Christ Serve Ranch is
September 28th. We will need lots of help this year. If that date doesn’t
work for you, perhaps you can find another day to come and help with
projects.
Shoes for the Mission is a great program to involve your congregation.
Right now we have Sunday Schools, LWML’s and congregations
gathering shoes for our project. We want to get 160 bags of shoes with
each bag having 25 pairs of shoes.
Called to Defend is the theme for our Middle School Apologetics
program coming up in November.
Our Retreat Schedule is now on the website. Go
to www.islandcamp.org and click on Retreats to find Fall, Winter, and
Spring offerings. If you don’t see the one you would like, give us a call.
There is a Couples Retreat coming up in September. It is a great event
for newlyweds, pre-marriage or for those celebrating many wonderful
years.
Question and Answer:
Question: When will we see the results from the 28th Annual Quilt
Auction?
Answer: Our apologies. We’ve been swamped with a great deal of end
of summer activities and just haven’t had time to get to that. The results
are now up on the website under Brochures or by clicking here.

"Building Christ-centered programs and facilities for you, your
children, and your children's children."
www.islandcamp.org
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Minnesota North District
The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod
PO Box 604
Brainerd, MN 56401
August 14, 2019
Dear Friends in Christ - Co-workers in the Minnesota North District:
We have received word that Mr. Richard (Dick) Cloeter of Henning, MN
was taken to be with his Savior in heaven on Monday, August 12, 2019.
Mr. Richard Cloeter served the MN North District as a lay member of
the Board of Directors from 2000-2009. Please keep the Cloeter family
in your prayers, asking that God would soothe their sorrow and wipe
away their tears with the precious promises of the Gospel. The Lord
gave, and the Lord has taken away. Blessed be the name of the Lord!
We would kindly ask you to share this information with any members of
our District who do not have internet access.
Peace to you in Christ,
Rev. Donald J. Fondow
District President
". . .'Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth.'
'Yes,' says the Spirit, 'so that they will receive rest from their labors,
for their works accompany them'" (Revelation 14:13).
Full obituary can be found
at: https://www.karvonenfuneralhome.com/notices/RichardDick-Cloeter

Dear Mt. Olive Lutheran Church,
Thank you for your generous scholarship gift supporting
my Pre-seminary studies at Concordia Chicago. I appreciate
your prayers and support as I undertake this endeavor.
Sincerely,
Jacob Franck
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We keep Carol Walczak and her family in our
thoughts and prayers for the loss of her mother
Drusilla Granroth Sunday, July 28th. May God
grant His comfort and peace to Carol and her
family.

Thank You
The death of a mother is never easy, but
knowing she is with the Lord makes all the
difference. I have so much appreciated all the
expressions of sympathy from my church family.
Thank you all for the kindness you extended to
Mom during the short time she lived in Duluth.
Being able to attend church each Sunday was very important to
her, and I was very happy that she was able to sit in the pew with
me most Sundays. Thank you especially to Julie for printing off the
large print bulletins for her and to Pastor Franck for visiting with
her when she was no longer able to be in church.
Carol Walczak
Our thoughts and prayers go out to Marija Long
(Raychel Reiff’s daughter) and her husband for
the loss of their baby girl due to a heart defect.
May God grant His comfort and peace to the
Long and Reiff families during this sad time.
We keep Gay Aubin and her family in our
thoughts and prayers for the loss of her mother,
Olga Maki Tuesday, August 6th. Olga was 102
at her passing. May God grant His comfort and
peace to Gay and her family.
We keep Jo Ann Bollman and her family in
our thoughts and prayers for the loss of her
sister, Carolyn Bertram Wednesday, August
7th. Her memorial was in San Miguel,
Mexico. May God grant His comfort and
peace to Jo Ann and her family.
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September Birthdays
2 Benjamin Mertz
Grant Wodny
3 John Hass
4 Julie Balmer
Sandy Iverson
6 Carol Walczak
9 Jackie Reinemann
10 Thomas Robbins
11 Thomas Swanum
12 Nate Beaver
Bob Iverson
14 Virginia Rodenwald
17 Breck Maas
19 LaDonna Bode
23 Kelly Moen
27 Sally Polzin
30 Samuel Mertz

September Anniversaries
6 Ed and Jayne Martinson, 22 years
14 Michael and Melissa Wandersee, 7 years

GET WELL SOON!
Jerry Hass, Ed Martinson,
Dagmar Seybold,
Kay Stonemark,
Delores Wendling,

