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Notes from the Pastor…
Our celebration of our Lord’s
resurrection is at hand. This is the
height and center of our Christian faith.
This is the basis for our Christian hope.
Christ is risen!
Our 100th Anniversary theme is
“Streams of Blessings,” and the streams
of blessings that God provides all flow
from Jesus who died, rose again, and has promised to come
back again for us.
But in the meantime, the life we live is shaped by the life of
Jesus. That is why Holy Week is so meaningful for us.
Jesus was received in Jerusalem by crowds
of people, waving palm branches, and yet
soon crowds of people would be shouting,
“Crucify Him.” Before he went to His
death, He celebrated His Last Supper with
his disciples, and gave them an ongoing meal
that would strengthen and support them in this
life, His own body and blood for the forgiveness of sins.
His death on the cross was for us, to win us salvation, to
open for us a fountain to cleanse and purify us, as He was
pierced for our transgressions. He was buried to sanctify
our own graves, and was raised in order to raise US up to
new life here and an eternal life with God in heaven.
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He connects us to that death and resurrection of Jesus in
our own baptisms, and nourishes and strengthens us in this
life by His Means of Grace, His Word and Sacraments,
providing for us His Holy Spirit to live in us and to direct
our paths.
And those streams flow through us to
others as well. Our theme verse from
Isaiah 44:3 states, “I will pour My
Spirit upon your offspring and my
blessing on your descendants.” We
can think of our physical offspring,
our children and grandchildren and so
on, but we should also think about our
SPIRITUAL descendants, the people
whose FAITH we will nourish and
sustain, both personally and also through Mount Olive.
Those who attend services here are nurtured by God’s
Word and by us and that will affect them into the future.
We do have an effect on others, and that ought to be
something we can rejoice in.
God’s blessings to you this month as you celebrate our
Lord’s Resurrection.
Pastor Robert Franck
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50 Days of Bible Reading
As part of our 100th anniversary
remembrance, in Thanksgiving to God for
having given us His Word (one of His many
Streams of Blessing), and for having
nourished and sustained Mount Olive
Lutheran Church from that Word for the past
100 years, we will be sponsoring a reading of the Entire Bible!!
We will be dividing up the whole Bible from Genesis to
Revelation into 100 segments and ask for volunteers to read them
aloud during the 50 days from Easter to Pentecost, either within the
walls of our sanctuary, or in their homes. Even if you don’t read
aloud you are encouraged also to read silently and/or hear God’s
Word, but we’d really like to have it read aloud by at least one
person over this time frame.
From April 17 (the Day of Easter) to Pentecost Sunday, June 5,
we will have a sign-up sheet and encourage members to commit to
read aloud one or two segments (each segment should take about
45 minutes, or 90 minutes for both), either at church or at home.
People can read whenever during that day they like. If you wish to
read in church, the church building is open M-W, 9-2, and
Thursday from 9-1. People with keys can come to church any time,
others can make appointments to have the church opened for them
or pick up a key prior to their days. You can do this in groups of 2
or 3, to break up the reading, or you can read alone if you like.
Again, there will be 100 segments, in recognition of Mount Olive’s
100 years of existence, but 50 days, so two segments per day. The
chart of appointed readings will be made available for signing up
in the narthex. You can sign up at church or call the office during
office hours. If you want to follow along, you can listen through
CDs, or free apps like bible.is (Faith Comes Through Hearing’s
app). Verbal reading time for each section will be approximately
45 minutes each day, about 12 chapters, more or less.

4 Highlights

April 2022

5 Highlights

April 2022

From the Office…
Happy Easter!
This year we have a very long Lent Season;
lots of Sunday and Wednesday bulletins!
Well, the weather is really putting me in a
great mood. I see grass and it’s nice to hear
all the birds already! I notice robins in my
backyard the other day. Yay! I hope
everyone has a blessed Easter and I look
forward to eventually seeing everyone back
in church.
Thank you to everyone who ordered Easter flowers for the church.
They will make our Sanctuary look so beautiful!
I appreciate your patience with finding a replacement greenhouse.
Gordy’s in Hermantown is our new supplier. They have been very
nice and accommodating. Great people there. I plan to give them my
business this spring!
Congratulations to Grant Wodny on his swimming career success! It
is so great to see him continuing and prospering; our family went to
the same swim team practices back in middle school and high school.
I wish I had been at the state meet to cheer him on! Congratulations!
I would also like to praise Julie Igo and her group for doing such a
fine job with the Mt. Olive History book. I read it and it is so
informative and well designed. Pastor’s forward is great also. Thank
you for updating our church’s history so beautifully!
Praise the Lord for his blessings!

Thanks in advance for getting your information to the office. Next
month I will be working on the Annual Report; so if anyone needs to
turn in their reports, you still have time! Thank you!
Your servant in Christ,

Julie
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Circle News:
The schedule is as follows:
The LWML and other Circles have not
planned meetings in April.
Mark your Calendars, ladies of Mt. Olive! The Lake Superior
Zone LWML will be holding its spring rally on Saturday, April 30,
at Christ Lutheran in Superior. Registration starts at
10:00. Rev. Stafford Thompson, Pastor of Hope
Lutheran Church in Munger, will be our guest speaker,
and he will be sharing with us his experience at the
seminary. Ingathering is for the Ruth House in Superior.

The next MITES offering will be April 3rd
Thank you so much for your generous support!
THE LWML will continue to collect Mites monthly on the first Sunday of
the month at the end of the service. The collection box will be next to the exit of
the church. Watch the bulletin monthly inserts regarding the distribution of the
monies collected.

The mites collected on March 6th by the LWML totaled $163.59,
with a year-to-day total of $412.98. The mites that are collected
fund mission grants voted on by the district and national LWML.
The LWML thanks you!

Library News
The Priscilla Circle met on March 18th to check in newly
purchased DVDs and to set up the new DVD storage
tower. The shorter of the 2 towers now hold DVDs for
preschool and early grade school children. The taller
of the units holds all the other categories of DVDs.
The Circle will add labels to the towers at the next
meeting identifying the location of the various categories.
New DVDs purchased and checked in include ones for preschool
and early grade school, fiction, biographies, Bible based, and older
grade school. Some of the new ones are being displayed in the
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glass case before putting in the tower. Come in and check out the
new items.
The Circle also started some cleaning of files cabinets and other
library areas to get the library ready for the 100th year anniversary
celebrations. The Circle will continue with cleaning at the next
meeting on Friday, May 20th at 9am. Anyone who has an interest
in the library and would like to help is welcome to join us.
We appreciate the members of Mt. Olive who have donated the lovely
flowering plants to decorate our Sanctuary this morning. Please take
home your plants after the 9:30 a.m. service this morning, or stop by this
week:
Name
In Memory of:
Plant

Donna Bergstrom
Carol and Jon Farchmin
Bunny Hein
Tim and Marianne Jezierski
Pam and William Koivisto
Josh and Diana Miller
Joycelyn Ottinger
JoAnn Spielman
Ernie Schoenfeld

Helen and Harlow Bergstrom
Anita Ost
Eleanor Farchmin
Robert Hein
Dick & Betty Jezierski
Delphin & Hazel Berndt
Elma and Jack Koivisto
All of our Loved Ones
Dennis Johnson
William Ottinger
Emil and Margaret Spielman
Hildy Schoenfeld

Tulip
Cyclamen
Easter Lily
Easter Lily (2)
Chrysanthemum
Kalanchoe
Cyclamen
Begonia
Chrysanthemum

Those Given as Gifts from:

`

Robert and Gayle Franck
Chrysanthemum
Marv and Judy Hoops
Begonia
Rick & Carol Walczak
Easter Lily
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Save the date! Sunday, September 25, 2022
“On September 24, 1922, the finished brick edifice at 1901 East 4th
Street was dedicated to the honor of the
Triune God with joyous ceremonies. That
Sunday broke bright and clear with an
exhilarating tang in the air. Three services
were conducted … and all were wellattended. Offerings for the day totaled
$353. It was a joy-filled occasion for the
members of Mount Olive, with a happy
feeling of gratitude and good fellowship
prevailing all through the day. The total
cost of the church, including the building
site, as well as most necessary furnishings,
was $21,784.99. It took courage to
undertake a venture of such vast
proportions, but trusting in the Lord, the
members had proceeded.” Mount Olive
Lutheran Church: Celebrating 100 Years.
Mt. Olive will celebrate its 100th anniversary on Sunday, Sept. 25,
2022. Mark your calendar now to take part in the joyous remembrance of
100 years of the Lord’s blessings poured out upon our church!
On Sept. 25th our 100th Anniversary Divine Service will begin at 9:30
am, welcoming all current and former members and friends of Mt. Olive.
Mt. Olive’s former pastor, Rev. David Magruder now serving in Fort
Collins, Colorado, plans to be with us. Representatives from the
Minnesota North District are also invited. We plan to send invitations to
previous members and friends encouraging them to return for this special
opportunity to re-connect, sharing past blessings and promises for the
future. There will be a luncheon
following the service; other details
of the celebration are still being
considered.
You can help plan the day’s
activities by talking to Pastor
Franck or Tim Jezierski. It’s a oncein-a-lifetime opportunity to bring
your ideas to Mt. Olive’s
100th anniversary celebration!
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Church Cleaning
Now that spring is here I would like to get into full
swing with our cleaning the inside of the church
building. My new goal is to have many of the
rooms finished before Easter. I'm not sure if this is
realistic for people to come during April and try to
finish all the rooms. We can go into May. People
have expressed a desire to have the cleaning done
before summer begins. (Our foster baby will have another heart
procedure down in Minneapolis after Easter so I'm not sure if our family
will have a lot of availability in May). I have a sign-up sheet for people
to sign up for various rooms that need cleaning. Some of the rooms are
already finished. All the rooms need deep cleaning which just means
dusting everything, washing surfaces, cleaning windows. We have
janitors that clean the bathrooms and do all the vacuuming. I thought it
would be nice to all come and clean together but that may not work in
everyone's schedules. We plan on coming to church on Friday and
Saturday at 9am April 1st and April 2nd. Anyone willing to come is
welcome to help. If these days do not work for you and you would like
to help with cleaning I would like to suggest that you come during office
hours Monday through Thursday 9-2pm. Some people have already
done this. Thank you to those who have started and thank you for all the
helpers with cleaning the sanctuary. Gayle Franck
Also…We have set up a free table in the back of the fellowship hall for
items found around the church that we would like to go to a good home.
We also have Thrivent tee shirts for anyone who would like one. Please
help yourself to as many items as you would like and if you know of
someone that would like something please take it.
There is a round basket above the mailboxes near the office that has
several pairs of gloves/mittens and a nice Ralph eyeglass case along with
glasses inside that are looking for their owners. If you have lost
something at church please look in the basket to see if your items are
looking for you.
Finally, we have many old Children's Hymnals, Blue Hymnals,
Supplements that we no longer use and are wondering what we can do
with them. I have contacted the district to see if another church would
like them, but I need additional help or suggestions as to what we should
do with them. We can always store them in boxes but I'm hoping
someone can look into finding a home for them.
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Sunday, April 3, 2022
Congregational Prayer - Heavenly
Father, someone we know needs Your
mercy. Someone we know needs
forgiveness. Someone we know doesn’t
know you as their Savior. Give us
opportunity we pray, to share the good
news of Your love with them. Open their
hearts and minds to receive this
message. Lord in Your mercy.
Prayer for SOMEONE YOU KNOW who doesn’t know Jesus as Savior, or who
has drifted away from church
https://mnnlcms.360unite.com/someone-you-know

LCMS INTERNATIONAL MISSION

War in Ukraine
As the situation in Ukraine continues, the church prays for
peace and for those in harm’s way. We also strive to provide
for those affected. The Office of International Mission of
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod is working with
several Lutheran church bodies and missionaries in Europe
to help our brothers and sisters in Christ in the Evangelical
Lutheran Church of Ukraine, Lutheran refugees and others
affected by the violence. For more information please look
up our website https://www.lcms.org/ukraine.
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Thank you for supporting this worthwhile ministryLCMS
Service of Worship – Every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. on KBJR
Channel 6, Duluth. MY SAVIOR LIVES NORTHLAND LCMS
SERVICE OF WORSHIP for the Duluth region televised by
KBJR Channel 6. "MY SAVIOR LIVES NORTHLAND" is a
locally produced, regionally recognized TV program with a
message for the world. The service includes a 30-minute
worship service led by participating pastors of the Minnesota
North District of our LCMS. My Savior Lives Northland is
broadcast every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. Central time on KBJR
Channel 6 NBC and cable and satellite systems carrying
these stations.

April 3rd
Rev. Daniel Preus Emeritus
Grand Marais, MN
April 10th
Pastor Mark Peske
Our Redeemer Lutheran - Cohasset, MN
April 17th
Pastor Patrick Lovejoy
First Evangelical Lutheran – Grand Rapids, MN
April 24th
TBD
Please send contributions c/o:
Mt. Olive Lutheran Church
2012 East Superior Street
Duluth MN 55812
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Mission Sunday – April 17th
Rev. Daniel Jastram
Rev. Dr. Daniel Jastram serves as a missionary on
behalf of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
(LCMS) throughout Asia, based in Tokyo, Japan.
As the Asia theological education manager, he
works closely with the Asia regional director in
developing and implementing a strategic plan for
this region. He also coordinates theological
education opportunities and lecturers throughout Asia, as well as serving
as a theological educator as the need arises.
Daniel was born in Shibata, Japan, and was raised overseas in an LCMS
missionary family. His childhood congregation was Shibata Lutheran
Church, Japan. He received his Master of Divinity from Concordia
Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, Ind. Later, he earned both a master’s
degree and a doctorate in Classical Languages from the University of
Wisconsin-Madison. Before serving in Asia, he was a professor of
theology at Concordia University, St. Paul, St. Paul, Minn., and
Concordia University Wisconsin, Mequon. He also served as sole pastor
of Messiah Lutheran Church, Forest Lake, Minn. In his free time, Daniel
enjoys reading, hiking and bookbinding.
Joan was born in Mitchell, S.D., where her childhood congregation was
Zion Lutheran Church. She received her Doctor of Psychology (Psy.D.)
degree from the Minnesota School of Professional Psychology at Argosy
University, Twin Cities, Minn. Joan worked as a clinical psychologist in
Minnesota and continues her clinical practice with expatriates in Tokyo.
Joan enjoys reading and hiking in her free time.
Prayers
Pray for Daniel and Joan as they serve in Asia. Thank our heavenly
Father for the blessing of His Word and Sacraments wherever
in the world they are proclaimed and administered. Thank
our Savior, Jesus Christ, for the truth of His salvation as
witnessed in our catechetical, theological and worship
materials. Thank the Holy Spirit for concord in doctrine and
practice as we work with each other and with various partner
church bodies. Give thanks to the Lord for the Jastrams, who serve His
children in this part of the world.
BIRTHDAYS: Daniel – Nov. 26, Joan – March 4
•
ANNIVERSARY: Aug. 20
•
HOME DISTRICT: Minnesota South

There will be a freewill offering after the service.
Thank you for supporting this worthwhile ministry.
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Lutheran Island Camp
Julia Johnson - Program Coordinator
licprogram@islandcamp.org (218) 583-2905

Hey there!
We have a great summer planned for 2022! We can't wait for the Island
to be full of campers laughing, playing, and learning more about Jesus.
Our mission is the same as always--to nourish the whole person for
joyful, Christ-centered life and service!
We want to be candid and say that the staffing situation does not look
good. Each summer we hire 20-25 college-aged individuals to fill
leadership, cabin counseling, kitchen, maintenance, and wrangling
positions. We are struggling to fill these positions at the rate we have
filled them in the past. This is where you come in!
Encourage the college-aged people in your life to apply! Enable them to
be open to this lifechanging experience! Let them know the benefits of
working at camp! To name a few:
•
Experience: Working at camp looks great on resumes. Did you
know that a summer camp can also serve as an internship? It's true. This
summer we hired Olivia Leising, a junior at Concordia University, NE,
as a Program Assistant specifically for Christ Serve Ranch. This position
will count as an internship towards her Environmental Science degree!
•
Community: When people serve on summer staff, they get the
opportunity to be a part of a community bigger than themselves. Lifelong
friendships are made as a result of working on summer staff.
•
Faith building: There's no better way to learn something than to
teach it yourself! All summer staff have the opportunity to teach or
preach the Word of God to campers.
Working at camp as a college student encourages young people to fulfill
their Christian calling, gain great experience for their future, and be a
part of an incredible community of their peers. We ask that you reach out
to the young adults that you know and let them know about this
invaluable and transformative experience! God is good and we trust Him
to take care of the mission of Lutheran Island Camp.
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Did you know? There is a Lutherans for Life chapter here in
Duluth that would welcome additional members. With the great
need for voices for life in our culture, we ask you to consider
coming to a meeting to explore how we can be a voice for life in
the Duluth area. LFL meetings are held the second Sunday of
every month at 6:30 p.m. at Christ Lutheran
Church, 2415 Ensign Street in the Piedmont
area. Meeting times and styles may have
changed because of covid.

Easter Hymn Festival
“Awake, My Heart, with Gladness”
A Service of Sacred Music for the Season of Easter
3 p.m. CDT Sunday, April 24
Chapel of St. Timothy and St. Titus

Featuring Laudamus, the St. Louis Lutheran Chorale,
the Concordia Seminary String Ensemble and the
Clarion Bass
Celebrate with song our risen Lord this Easter season! Join us
in person or via livestream at csl.edu/live. Find details on
our events calendar and learn more about the Concordia
Seminary Concert Series.
Watch Live
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Food for your body • Food for your soul.

Mt. Olive Food Shelf News:
The Mt. Olive Food Shelf is a much-used resource for many
people in this area and it is one of many mission
opportunities that Mt. Olive sponsors. Our Thanksgiving
Offering goes to it every year. It has grown steadily in
number of users over this last year.
Ways to support the Food Shelf:
If you are able to pick up a few extra items when you go to
the grocery store, they can be left by the cabinet in the
Upper Room. If you prefer not to shop, a check or cash can
be put in the offering plate and marked “food shelf.”
Items most needed are soup, canned fruit, canned pasta
and meat, tuna, peanut butter, jelly/jam, cereal, ramen,
rice, mac and cheese, pasta and pasta sauce, canned
veggies and juice. Non-food items include deodorant,
toothpaste, toothbrushes,
shampoo, lotion and soap.
Anything you can give would be much appreciated! Thank you!

2016 total served = 346 (16 Bibles)
2017 total served = 361 (16 Bibles)
2018 total served = 396 (7 Bibles)
2019 total served = 319 (7 Bibles)
2020 total served = 133 (1Bible)
2021 total served = 78 (3 Bibles)

Total served thru March = 7 (0 Bibles)
Actual monthly totals are posted on the cabinet
door in the Upper Room.
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Congratulations Grant Wodny!
Our very own Grant Wodny has steadily been perfecting his swim
craft! He owns the fastest times in the state in two events and
fastest times in the Northland in several others. He prevailed in a
pair of thrilling finishes to make himself a double state champion
in the Class AA state meet at the University of Minnesota this
year. Grant won both the 200- and 500-yard freestyles, coming
from behind and breaking his own school records in both
instances. Grant swims for Ordean East Middle School.
To read more, look up the Duluth News Tribune Saturday,
February 12, 2022 - B1 edition.

We are so proud of you! We wish you continued
blessings in your swimming career!
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Dear friends in Christ at Mt. Olive,
Our heartfelt thanks for the many cards and phone
calls, and especially for prayers to our gracious
God on my/our behalf. We are so grateful for you,
our Christian friends.
If I may share a bit with you... The day I learned that the tumor was
very likely cancer, the thought that came to my mind as I heard the
doctor's words was: "It's just another day -- under God's grace." This
diagnosis is what He had put on my plate for that day, and though it
seemed our lives turned upside down in a day, it really was the same
in the most important way: He was with me/us just as always.
A few days before surgery, while cleaning (I wanted to come home to
a clean house, after all!), I ran across some notes I had scribbled from
a Bible study we had attended in Fort Wayne. It was a most fitting
time to run across those notes, which were on the topic of suffering. I
will share them here for those of you who are interested:
• Suffering is a sign of divine favor.
• It purges away sin; it rescues one from worldly joys and loves
that flatter and seduce the soul.
• It recalls one to true self-knowledge and knowledge of God
by raising one's eyes from earthly to heavenly realities.
• An error would be to think that suffering allows one to pay
one's debt to God for sin. Christ paid our debt fully on the
cross!
• No matter what we suffer, we are never left alone by Christ.
God does not test a soul beyond what it can bear but
multiplies virtue and grace as the suffering increases.
• God is a father of mercies and of all consolation. In His mercy
we must hope, to His will we must conform, from Him comes
the virtue of patience.
I continue to find those notes very helpful, and I pray the same for
you in times of suffering. Oh, how weak I am indeed, with no strength
to claim of my own. "The Lord God is my strength and my song, and
He has become my salvation" (Psalm 118:14).
May the Lord continue to bless, guard and keep you all in His care.
Thank you again for your Christian care.
In Christ,
Robin (and Randy) Muench
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A note of apology…
Correction
Congratulations to Anya and Winston Greiser on the
birth of their third child, Holly Joy. She has
Annabelle, Kurt and now Holly Joy. Many blessings
to all members of the family!
Thank you!
Thank you, members of Mt. Olive, for all the
prayers for my sister, Ramona Sanders. She has
gone on to be with Jesus, and your
support during her illness was
wonderful for me.
Sincerely, Judy Hoops

Dear Mt. Olive,
Thank you so much for the wonderful cards and prayers for
Ray and myself. They really have brightened up my days.
Thank you and God Bless!
Virginia Rodenwald.

THANK YOU TO OUR VOLUNTEERS!
Thank you to everyone who prepared Mt. Olive for lent,
including but not limited to: Arden and Carol Weaver for
hanging the purple banners, all the soup/supper hosts, the
volunteers cleaning the church, and all the volunteers in the
special services. We want you to know that we appreciate
you, your tireless service for the Lord is reflected in all you
do. So we pray that you will know how special you are to us
and to carry on the work of God,
servicing in His love.
Sincerely,
Mt. Olive
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Holy Week and Easter Schedule
Holy Week Services 2022
Maundy Thursday – April 14th

Good Friday – April 15th
Easter Vigil – April 16th

6:30 p.m. Divine Service with
Communion
Noon Worship Service
6:30 p.m. Worship Service
7:00 p.m. Worship Service with
Communion

Members are asked to gather in the Narthex
before proceeding into the Sanctuary

Easter Sunday – April 17th 9:30 a.m. - Divine Service
with Communion

Easter Breakfast follows service

Special Service Volunteers for April:
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Ushers
4/06 – Arden Weaver
4/14 – Arden Weaver
4/15 – (Noon)
(Evening) Arden Weaver
4/16 –
Communion Assistants
4/14 – Bob Iverson and Jon Farchmin
4/16 – Jon Farchmin
Acolytes
4/06 – Joshua Franck
4/14 – Lydia Franck
4/15 – (Noon) Joshua Franck
(Evening) Lydia Franck
4/16 – Joshua Franck
Crucifers
4/15 – (Noon) Jacob Franck
(Evening) Jacob Franck
416 – Jacob Franck
Counters
4/06 –
4/14 – Bob Iverson
4/15 – (Noon)
(Evening) Carol and Jon Farchmin
4/16 – Carol and Jon Farchmin
Altar Guild: Kaye and Jake Tanttari

In Our Prayers for Healing
Robin Muench
Delila Olson
Dagmar Seybold
Holly Suronen
Dorothy Thoreson
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April Anniversaries
4 Gary & Shirley Thun
58 years
18 Joseph & Heather Meichsner 24 years
26 Lisa Reinemann & Jody Johnson 26 years
29 Bob & Sandy Iverson
333 years

April Birthdays
2 Abigail Franck
Jayne Martinson
7 Jim Polzin
8 Keri Lynn Igo
9 Heather Meichsner
11 Marv Hoops

13 Josef Muench
Gary Thun
14 Ernie Schoenfeld
22 William Jezierski
23 Donna Bergstrom
24 Zechariah Aleman
Alexis Wandersee
27 Doug Chambers
Kristen Moen
Willy Moen

Arbor Day - April 29th
“The earth brought forth vegetation, plants yielding seed
according to their own kinds, and trees bearing fruit in which is their
seed, each according to its kind. And God saw that it was good.”

Genesis 1:12
Plant a Tree!

