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Pastor’s Notes …
Our theme for Advent this year is based on
the hymn, “What Child is This?” The birth of a
certain child two thousand years ago in
Bethlehem prompted a poet in the
nineteenth century to ask a very uncommon
question in a hymn: “What Child Is This?” It
was an uncommon question because it asked
about the birth of a very uncommon child.
What Child Is This? The angel who
announced this child’s birth on Christmas
Eve answered the question this way: “a
Savior, who is Christ the Lord.” The hymn
writer answered it this way: “This, this is
Christ the king.” They both want to make
known the identity of this child.
We want to ask and answer the same question. Who is this child,
this baby born? And what are the blessings we receive when we
realize that this is God become man for us? The hymn helps us in
this regard by making connections that we might not otherwise
make. Sermons will draw upon the themes of Holy Scripture and
teach us to appreciate the full range of blessings that are ours
through faith in the child who is God from before the foundations
of the world, and who was born of the Virgin Mary. Confronted
and comforted by this reality, with penitent and hope-filled
hearts, we join to sing: “Haste, haste to bring Him laud,” “Hail, hail
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the Word made flesh,” and “Joy, joy, for Christ is born, The babe,
the son of Mary!”
I mentioned last month that I would soon have surgery. The time
and place ended up being a little different. My surgery is now
scheduled for Monday, December 3, at the Mayo Clinic in
Rochester. I am confident in the Lord’s care and in the doctors
who will perform the surgery. I plan to take a medical leave of
about two weeks. In the meantime, Pastor Tom Von Hagel, retired
pastor and professor, will be taking my place. Many things will be
canceled in the first two weeks of December, like some Bible
classes and confirmation classes. Other things will go on, including
the Advent services at 7:00 p.m. and Sunday morning Bible classes
and services. If there are pastoral needs during this time, please
call the office and Julie can get in touch with Pastor Von Hagel.
Please feel free to call the office during office hours or check our
church’s web page for health updates. And, as many have
mentioned to me that they are doing, please keep me in your
prayers, most especially on the date of December 3.
The Lord willing, I will return to mostly full activities by December
17. But my wife lets me know that I need to take it easy and rest
up and recuperate and not push myself, something I find difficult
to do.
Please note the times of special services this year: December 24
at 6:00 p.m., December 25 at 10:00 a.m., and December 31 at
4:30 p.m.
God’s blessings,

Pastor Rob Franck

3 Highlights

December 2018

Advent …
… is celebrated during the winter equinox when darkness is longer
than daylight, when cold is more predominant than heat, and nature goes
dormant. During this time, man hopes for a better season, a more inviting
time. He lights candles to express the hope of a new light.
So it is that Christians looked upon the coming of Christ, the
unending light, as their hope. His light and warmth would replace the
darkness and coldness of sin.
The primary symbol of Advent is the
ADVENT WREATH. The form, a circle without
beginning or end is covered with branches of
evergreen – a symbol of the never ending love of
God. We place four candles on the wreath – one for
each week. They can be blue or purple, the color of
anticipation. We light each candle – and as the light
grows brighter we look forward to the coming of
Jesus – the Light who breaks through our darkness.
(from the Church Editor – December 1994)

We will sing and pray the Vespers services
on the Wednesdays in Advent at 7:00 pm.
The theme this year will be:
Wednesdays: Dec. 5, Dec.12, Dec.19
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Notes from the Executive
Director…
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:
I was thinking of the message to close
out the year for 2018 and although the
holiday season is upon us and there
will be many opportunities to worship
and I would again encourage people to
attend the many holiday services
which will be held at Mount Olive but I thought this would be a good
opportunity to attempt to thank all of those who have served Mount
Olive in so many capacities over the past year and I will would apologize
in advance if I miss anyone since so many of you serve the Lord in so
many ways.
A special thank you to Pastor Reinemann for all he has done for all of us
at Mount Olive not only in 2018 but through all of his years of service to
the Lord at Mount Olive. From a personal standpoint when I first
became a member of Mount Olive (a long time ago) due to my
experiences at the last church I had been a member at I look back and
think that I was potentially a soul which could easily have been lost. The
Lord sent an angel in the form of Pastor Reinemann and albeit
insufficient for all he has done for Jayne and me through the years Thank You and God Bless You Always.
Thank you also to Pastor Franck, Gayle and your wonderful family
including your Mom and Dad for all you do for all of us at Mount Olive.
You have been a devout spiritual leader for all of us and we are so
thankful for all you and your family due to serve the Lord at Mount
Olive. We will be praying for you with your surgery and recovery.
Thank You also and God Bless You and your family Always.
Thank you also to everyone who serves the Lord in so many capacities
to allow Mount Olive to serve the Lord in so many ways. To Julie for the
wonderful job she does keeping the office running, preparing everything
for the services, squeezing in my messages when they arrive at the
deadline and for being the kind person who greets everyone on the
phone or at Mt Olive. Thank you to Peter for all the duties he performs
at Mount Olive. Thank you to those who give their time and talents to
serving on the Board of Elders and all the other duties and projects
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which they perform to repair the church, operate the food shelf and
serving in so many other ways. Thank you to everyone who has
volunteered time for the financial operation of Mount Olive including
our Treasurer, Financial Secretary and all those who count offerings
after each service. Thank you to all of those who participate in the
preparation and performance of our services including the Director and
the members of the Alter Guild, communion assistants, ushers and
acolytes, changing the banners in the church, coordinating for
individuals to serve as communion assistance, ushers and the acolytes
and shoveling snow covered walks prior to services. Thank you to
everyone who was in some way helped with coffee hours for the
wonderful fellowship this brings to Mount Olive. Thank you also to
everyone who contribute each week in their offerings to allow for the
service of the Lord which occurs at Mt Olive. Finally thank you to
everyone for allowing me the privilege of serving in this position and all
the support you have and continue to provide me.
Last but not least Thank you to Jayne. Although it has been a tough year
with your shoulder, you have remained much more cheerful and
optimistic than I likely would have in your
situation and whenever an opportunity came
up to serve the Lord you were always the first
to volunteer to help. Thank you for everything
and God Bless You Always.
I hope to see all of you at the voters Meeting
on December 9th when Mount Olive's budget
for 2019 will be determined and all input
would be greatly appreciated. Have a joyful
holiday season and God's Blessings in the
New Year.
Yours in Christ,
Ed Martinson

Please join us for fellowship
after the service December 9th for a
Voters’ Meeting. Agenda items include the
2019 Budget and nomination for LCMS
President and Vice Presidents.
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Notes from the Treasurer…
As of December 1, 2018 the LCEF mortgage
loan balance is approximately $53,000 and we
should be starting the New Year with a balance
of about $52,000. The $80,000-15 year loan
was taken out in September of 2015 and was
used for the window project and carpeting for
the Fellowship Room. The approved budget
since then have included an extra principal
payment of $165 a month and that along with
pledges, gifts, and memorials have reduced the length of the loan. If we
continue at approximately the same giving rate, the loan will be paid off
in less than 7 more years. The interest rate was evaluated by LCEF in
October and increased from 3.875 to 4.125 percent. Our payment will
remain the same but about $10 more a month will go on the interest
rather than the principal.
Our operating fund balance has remained on the positive side through the
third quarter of 2018. The operating fund includes money designated in
the 2018 budget for remodeling of the downstairs bathrooms.
There has also been approximately $8,000 donated to the capital
improvement designated fund in 2018. This money is used to help pay
additional money on the mortgage and to help fund larger improvement
items for the Church.
The Board of Elders will be presenting the 2019 budget in December for
discussion and approval at the voter’s meeting.
Contact me if you have any questions. In future newsletters I will recap
our loan balance and other items of financial interest. The monthly
Treasurer’s and Financial Secretary’s reports are posted in the Upper
Room. The final Treasurer’s report for 2018 will also be printed in the
Annual Report.
Contact Financial Secretary, Keri Lynn Igo, for any questions on your
giving statements or pledge.
Yours in Christ,
Kaye Tanttari, Treasurer
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From the Church Office
Christmas Blessings to each and everyone!
Hello to everyone; this is the most
exciting time of the church year for
me. The birth Jesus and all that it
means makes it for me the most
exhilarating time. I hope everyone
has fun with the festivities and is
safe for the holidays. I also hope you
hold the full meaning of Jesus’ birth
close to your heart and let it radiate
throughout your person and into
your lives; and to those of everyone
you meet and hold dear. Spread the
Word; Our Savior is born. Alleluia!!
Have a wonderful Christmas Season!
Julie
Several important items to take note:


Offering envelopes for 2019 should be in your mailbox by the middle of the
month – please don’t use them until 2019!!



With the close of the calendar year, we will need ANNUAL REPORTS
from the chairs of the various boards, circles and groups. Treasurer reports
from the women’s circles are needed as well as the Executive Director,
Pastor, Church Treasurer, and Church Financial reports. The deadline for
these reports to be in the church office is the end of January. Thank You!
LWML Ladies - the new Quarterly is in your mailboxes.
Enjoy!
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Getting Ready for Christmas!
Help Decorate the Church Thursday,
December 13th at 5:00 pm.
Christmas decorations (trees, ornaments, etc.)
will be put up at Mt. Olive on Thursday,
December 13th starting about 5:00 pm. We will
share a meal and have a great time – fun had by
all – as we decorate the church and get caught
up in the anticipation of Christmas. Everyone
is welcome to join in the fun!!

LWML Circle News:


Lydia Circle will host the annual Christmas
Luncheon at noon on Thursday, December 6th.
Everyone is welcome!



Rebecca Circle will have a Christmas Potluck at the Gramercy
Park Cooperative on Saturday, December 1st at 6:00 p.m. Please
bring household gifts for CASDA (towels, toasters, etc.) Men are
welcome to join them.
LWML Mites from November totaled $151.61
($1,505.25 YTD). Thank you for your generous support!
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Rebecca Circle will have a Christmas Potluck
at the Gramercy Park Cooperative on Saturday,
December 1st at 6:00 p.m.
Please bring
household gifts for CASDA (towels, toasters,
etc.) Men are welcome to join them.

Annual Christmas Luncheon
YOU’RE INVITED to the annual Christmas Luncheon hosted
by the Lydia Circle on Thursday, December 6th at 12:00 pm.
On the Menu this year: Meatballs with gravy, Potatoes,
Vegetables, Rolls, Salad and Christmas cookies for dessert. This
is always a festive occasion and wraps up the meetings for the
year for the Lydia Circle.

Everyone in the congregation is invited to attend!
Food and entertainment provided, come help provide the
fellowship!
The freewill offering will go to
the Mt. Olive Food Shelf.
Any questions, contact Carol Werkhoven
(525-9809).

Christmas Blessings from LSF!
Lutheran Student Fellowship meets most
Tuesday nights for Bible studies and monthly
fun activities. We meet in the basement of
Mt. Olive Lutheran Church on 2012 E.
Superior St. at 8 pm. We are currently
studying the Book of Isaiah. Tuesday,
December 4 we are planning an activity. Join
us this month whether to learn more about
your faith, have fellowship with people your age or just to get
away from studying for an hour!
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LIBRARY NEWS

As described in the September newsletter, the table
outside the library will highlight different topics
throughout the year with the topic changing every few
months. The current topic is Life in the Days of the
Old and New Testament. Have you ever wondered
about the history and geography of the lands found in
the Bible? Have you wondered how the people lived, what they
ate, what type of work they did, and what family life was like? Stop by
the table and look at the books available that will answer some of these
questions.
Timbali Craft Bags for Sale
If you are looking for a gift idea, I
will be selling homemade cloth
bags after church during the month of
December. These are cloth bags made by the women in
Africa. The money they raise from selling their crafts go to
feed 2500 hungry children everyday. I have an assortment of large
bags, headbands and a few smaller bags. I plan on purchasing
more bags with the money to continue to help the women in
Swaziland. If you are interested please see Gayle Franck.
Prayer Chain Recruits: We could always use more individuals to
be a part of the phone group that prays for requests. If you are
interested in being a part of the phone prayer chain
please let our secretary Julie know so that she can
add you to a group. Thank you to Kathy Hass for
volunteering to email the prayer requests!

POINSETTIA ORDERS – Those interested in
ordering poinsettias for Christmas please fill out an
order form available in the narthex. The deadline
was changed from December 3rd to the 11th. You
can leave the form in the door to the office.
Thank You!
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MAIN STREET LIVING NORTHLAND LCMS SERVICE OF WORSHIP

televised by KBJR Channel 6. "MAIN STREET LIVING
NORTHLAND" is a locally produced TV program that includes a 30
minute worship service led by participating pastors of the Minnesota
North District of our LCMS, along with a 30 minute children's program
called "Kid's Crossing". It is broadcast every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. Central
time on KBJR Channel 6 NBC and cable and satellite systems carrying
these stations, and archived on https:// vimeo.com/user82955593 Your
support of this ministry with your prayers and contributions are greatly
appreciated. Please send your contributions and/or comments to Main
Street Living c/o Mt. Olive Lutheran Church, 2012 East Superior Street,
Duluth, MN 55812.
Sunday, December 2nd
This week’s pastor is John Bonk from Shepherd of the Lake
Lutheran Church, Two Harbors.
Sunday, December 9th
This week’s pastor is John Bonk from Shepherd of the Lake
Lutheran Church, Two Harbors.
Sunday, December 16th
This week’s pastor is Matt Kohl from Our Redeemer Lutheran
Church, Cloquet.
Sunday, December 23rd
This week’s pastor is Dr. Matt Harrison-President of the
Lutheran Church, Missouri Synod.
Sunday, December 30th
This week’s pastor is Rev. Nabii Nour-Third Vice President of
the Lutheran Church, Missouri Synod.
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Mission Sunday is December 16th
“Wolf – Kenya”
John and Jenn Wolf serve the Lord as career missionaries through The
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) in Kenya. As the Africa
region’s project manager, John provides oversight and support for
projects and grants across the region, with a particular focus on mercy
work. He also trains the local people and the local church partners to
develop, manage and sustain projects that support Christian growth and
congregational needs across Africa.

John and Jenn
Wolf and their
children

Prayers
Please pray for the Wolfs as they serve in Kenya. Ask God to give them
strength and peace as they transition to life overseas, learning the culture
and the language. Please pray for John as he works to support the needs
of the African people in a way that remains true to the Gospel. Pray also
for Jenn and the children as they support John in his work and as they
build relationships with the people they are called to serve. Please pray
for the people in Africa that they are brought to and strengthened in a
saving knowledge of Christ and are assisted in their vocations through
the work of the LCMS African missionaries. Let us give thanks to God
the Wolfs are serving in this part of the world.
There will be a freewill offering following the service
Thank you for supporting this worthy mission!
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Food for your body • Food for your soul.

Mt. Olive Food Shelf News:
The Mt. Olive Food Shelf is a much used resource for many
people in this area and it is one of many mission
opportunities that Mt. Olive sponsors. Our Thanksgiving
Offering goes to it every year. It has grown steadily in
number of users over this last year.
Ways to support the Food Shelf:
If you are able to pick up a few extra items when you go to
the grocery store, they can be left by the cabinet in the
Upper Room. If you prefer not to shop, a check or cash can
be put in the offering plate and marked “food shelf.”
Items most needed are soup, canned fruit, canned pasta
and meat, tuna, peanut butter, jelly/jam, cereal, ramen,
rice, mac and cheese, pasta and pasta sauce, canned
veggies and juice. Non-food items include deodorant,
toothpaste, toothbrushes,
shampoo, lotion and soap.
Anything you can give would be much appreciated! Thank you!

Statistics beginning 4/26/10 – total served = 99;
2011 total served = 229;
2012 total served = 251 (26 Bibles);
2013 total served = 317 (20 Bibles);
2014 total served = 452 (10 Bibles);
2015 total served = 466 (18 Bibles);
2016 total served = 346 (16 Bibles);
2017 total served = 361 (16 Bibles)
Total served thru November = 375 (6 Bibles)

Actual monthly totals are posted on the cabinet door in the Upper
Room.
Thrivent Members are reminded to designate your
Thrivent Choice dollars as soon as possible.
Questions? Contact Jeff Reinemann. Thank you.
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CHOICE Unlimited

EVENING of the ARTS
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 7
LINCOLN PARK MIDDLE
SCHOOL
7:00 PM

Island Christmas Dinners are coming up:
Dec. 7 – Island Christmas Dinner-“Christmas on
the Piano” - Dianne Gutknecht
Dec. 8 – Island Christmas Lunch - “The Strings of
Christmas” – Rachel Borchardt
Dec. 9 – Island Christmas Dinner - The Messiah’s Minutemen present
Christmas Dramas
Dec. 14 – Island Christmas Dinner - “An Acoustic Christmas” – Gary
Bach
Dec. 15 – Island Christmas Lunch -“The Voice of Christmas” – Jim
Slator

Thank you!
Have you noticed our
wonderful lamp posts yet?
Thank you to Bob Iverson and Steve
Trogdon for working so tirelessly on this
project for Mt. Olive. They are the perfect
accent for the front entrance. Thanks again!

New Year’s Eve
4:30 pm – Divine Worship
w/Comm.
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December Anniversaries
7 – Bill & Ruth Cary, 56 yrs
16 – Richard & Brenda Holappa, 35
yrs
27 – Julie & Neil Igo, 43 yrs
29 – Lewis & Pam Reinemann, 63 yrs

December Birthdays
1 – Eileen Mackenzie
2 – BreeAnn Simonson
5 – Peggy Claflin
Elizabeth Franck
Rachel Franck
6 – Matthew Farchmin
8 – Ellie Stepec
9 – Joycelyn Ottinger
13 – Mike Polzin
14 – Jo Ann Bollman
Pastor Franck
18 – Dorothy Thoreson
17 – Christal Miller
20 – Bill Cary
21 – John Jezierski
23 – Bill Koivisto
Joddy Polzin
25 – Tom Wedward
30 – Delila Olson
Luke Petrich
31 – Dave Duncan
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Advent/Special Worship
Ushers:
12/05 – Advent – Randy Muench
12/12 – Advent – Randy Muench
12/19 – Advent – Randy Muench
12/24 – Christmas Eve – Randy Muench and Arden Weaver
12/25 – Christmas Day – Jim Franck and Randy Muench
Communion Assistants:
12/25 – Christmas Day – Jon Farchmin and Joseph Meichsner
Acolytes:
12/05 – Advent – Abigail Franck
12/12 – Advent – Joshua Franck
12/19 – Advent – Abigail Franck
12/24 – Christmas Eve – Joshua Franck
12/25 – Christmas Day – Abigail Franck
Crucifer – Jacob Franck
Counters:
12/05 – Advent – Steve Trogdon
12/11 – Advent – Carol and Jon Farchmin
12/19 – Advent – Carol and Jon Farchmin
12/24 – Christmas Eve – Carol and Jon Farchmin
12/25 – Christmas Day – Carol and Jon Farchmin
Greeters
12/24 – Christmas Eve – Dave Erven
12/25 – Christmas Day – Jon and Carol Farchmin

Prayers and Good Wishes!
Pastor Franck, Kathy Hass, Tim Jezierski,

