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Pastor’s Notes …
Rejoice and Give Thanks
Our Wednesday evening Advent services
will focus on the book of Philippians.
We began already with the
Thanksgiving Day Matins service with
chapter one. Thanksgiving and praise to
God join together with the Rejoicing to
which we are called in this season of Christ’s coming.
The story of the beginning of that church in Philippi is an
amazing one. We read about it in Acts 16. Paul, on his second
missionary journey, over in Asia minor on the coast, sees a vision
of a man urging him, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.”
Paul then connects up with Luke and goes to the city of Philippi,
a leading city and Roman colony. There, Paul was able to
baptize an important woman named Lydia and her household, a
servant girl was healed from a demonic possession, Paul and Silas
were arrested and there was a riot, events in prison (including
an earthquake causing the prison doors to open) brought about
the conversion of the jailer and his family, the magistrates came
to apologize to Paul, and asked him to leave the city, which he
did, after visiting again the new Christians in that small church,
and, leaving Luke, Paul and Silas moved on.
But there was more to the story. That little church continued on,
and kept a connection with Paul who had started it. And Paul
rejoiced and thanked God as he remembered them, in particular
remembering the partnership they had in the gospel.
As we get closer to our celebration of Jesus’ birth, we rejoice,
and the church has used this little letter of Paul to help us
rejoice. Philippians 4:4–5 (ESV) 4 Rejoice in the Lord always;
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again I will say, rejoice. 5 Let your reasonableness be known to
everyone. The Lord is at hand. We hear those words as the
Introit in the Third Sunday of Advent, and as the Epistle on the
Fourth Sunday of Advent.
The Lord is at hand. The Lord comes.
We remember Jesus’ coming as a
human baby to save us back years
ago. We look forward to his coming
again. But those aren’t the only ways
Jesus comes. He comes to us now,
today, in His Word, His Word that
speaks joy and peace and comfort, in
good times and in hard times. And
sometimes those two times are just
the same. But whatever we
experience, we do so with our Lord’s
gracious presence.
A blessed Advent and Christmas season to you all,

Pastor Robert Franck

We will sing and pray the Vespers services
on the Wednesdays in Advent at 7:00 pm.
The theme this year will be:
Wednesdays: Dec. 4, Dec.11, Dec.18
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Brothers and Sisters in Christ:
We are entering the holiday season which is always a wonderful time at
Mount Olive. There will be many services of worship during the
season with special music and I would hope that everyone would be able
to participate and share in this wonderful season celebrating the birth of
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. I would again like to Thank everyone
who has participated in the coffee hours each Sunday and the fellowship
this brings to Mount Olive. As we enter 2020 this will
signal the beginning of our downstairs bathroom
remodeling projects. To reduce the cost of the
projects Mount Olive will be responsible for the
demolition work in relationship to removal of floor/ceiling tiles, the grid
work for the ceiling tile, all fixtures and the metal dividers in the
women's bathroom and in the men's bathroom we will also be
responsible for gutting the bathroom down to the stud walls. Needless to
say this will be a huge project and any and all help with the project
would be greatly appreciated. Work is anticipated to begin in early
January with all demolition work needing to be completed by 1 February
2020. A sign- up sheet to volunteer to assist with the projects is in the
narthex of the church and I would encourage anyone who is capable of
assisting in this project to sign up for a project which will
significantly improve our church property.
As we come to the end of 2019 I would personally like
to Thank everyone for all they have done during what has
been a very challenging year for me from a health
standpoint. I cannot tell you how much I have appreciated
everyone who covered for me with the Board of Elders,
coffee fellowship hours, etc. but I would especially like to
Thank everyone for their thoughts, prayers, calls, cards, kind words and
encouragement during this time. Although I will admit there have been
some difficult days this year what I will remember most about 2019 will
be the many blessing which the Lord has bestowed upon Jayne and I this
past year: Amy and Nathan's wedding with the addition of wonderful
son-in-law to our family, the safe pregnancy, labor and delivery for
Taryn and the blessing of a healthy new granddaughter Kiera, as I have
told several of my friends that each day, even on the most difficult ones,
the Lord sent individuals into my life who provided assistance, kind
words, etc, and who helped make each day a memorable and positive
experience in some way including my wonderful family and friends of
Mount Olive who I have greatly missed seeing and working with during
this time. I have also been blessed with Jayne who has been there every
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day and has also been of tremendous encouragement, support and
assistance. During some of the most difficult time someone asked me if I
was scared. Without thought or hesitation I indicated "No, Jesus Christ is
my Lord and Savior - I have nothing to fear or be scared of" which has
also made getting thru this time much easier. Because of the trials I have
become more appreciative of the blessing of health and have a much
better understanding of what other people have to go through with their
illnesses and injuries each day which are much more difficult than my
minor trials. Under these circumstances I am very Thankful
for all that 2019 has brought and look forward to 2020.
Thank you again to everyone - your kindness is
appreciated more than you can know and God's
Blessings to everyone in 2020.
Yours in Christ;
Ed Martinson

Advent …
… is celebrated during the winter
equinox when darkness is longer than
daylight, when cold is more predominant
than heat, and nature goes dormant. During
this time, man hopes for a better season, a
more inviting time. He lights candles to
express the hope of a new light.
So it is that Christians looked upon
the coming of Christ, the unending light, as
their hope. His light and warmth would
replace the darkness and coldness of sin.
The primary symbol of Advent is the ADVENT WREATH. The
form, a circle without beginning or end is covered with branches of
evergreen – a symbol of the never ending love of God. We place four
candles on the wreath – one for each week. They can be blue or purple,
the color of anticipation. We light each candle – and as the light grows
brighter we look forward to the coming of Jesus – the Light who breaks
through our darkness.
(from the Church Editor – December 1994)
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From the Church Office…
Christmas Blessings to each and every one!
Hello to everyone; this is the most exciting time of the church year
for me. The birth Jesus and all that it means makes it for me the
most exhilarating time. I hope everyone has fun with the
festivities and is safe for the holidays. I also hope you hold the full
meaning of Jesus’ birth close to your heart and let it radiate
throughout your person and into your lives; and to those of
everyone you meet and hold dear. Spread the
Word; Our Savior is born. Alleluia!!
Have a wonderful Christmas Season!
Julie
Several important items to take note:


Offering envelopes for 2020 should be in your mailbox by the
middle of the month – please don’t use them until 2020!!



With the close of the calendar year, we will need ANNUAL
REPORTS from the chairs of the various boards, circles and groups.
Treasurer reports from the women’s circles are needed as well as the
Executive Director, Pastor, Church Treasurer, and Church Financial
reports. The deadline for these reports to be in the church office is
the end of January. Thank You!



There will be a Voter’s Meeting January 5, 2020.
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LWML Circle News:


Lydia Circle will host the annual Christmas
Luncheon at noon on Thursday, December 5th.
Everyone is welcome!



Rebecca Circle will have a Christmas
Potluck at the Fireside Room at Ecumen Lakeshore Saturday,
December 7th at 6:00 p.m. Please bring household gifts for
CASDA (towels, toasters, etc.) Men are welcome to join them.

Blessing Bags
The LWML has received another Thrivent grant for items
needed for the Blessing Bags. A new supply of Blessing
Bags have been assembled and are now located in a bin in
the Upper Room (they used to be kept in the coat closet).
As you may recall, a Blessing Bag is a gallon Ziplock bag
full of items to have in your car to give to somebody in
need that you may encounter. The Blessing Bags are filled
with non-perishable snacks, hygiene items, gift cards, etc. and include
information on when our church services are held. You can keep them
handy in your car, so that you can always be “generous and ready to
share” (1 Tim. 6:18) at a moment’s notice. This may be a scary
experience for some of us, stepping outside of our comfort zone and
handing a bag to a stranger, but what a witness it is of our faith – these
people are loved by God just as we are! Feel free to take a Blessing Bag
with you as you leave church and pass it out as the opportunity arises.
When you give that out, grab another bag next time you are at church. If
you wish to contribute items to the assembly of future Blessing Bags, a
list of items will be kept on the on the bin. Thank you for your support
and for showing the love of Christ to our neighbors in need.
Altar Guild News
Since our old advent wreath was on its last legs, a new
advent wreath has been purchased and will be used for
the first time on December 1 – the first Sunday in
Advent. Come, rest in the Word of God during the
season of Advent, enjoy the beauty of the sanctuary
and remember the real reason for the season of Advent
and Christmas.
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LWML Mites from November totaled $119.60
($1,754.77 YTD). Thank you for your generous
support!

We are asking for help in bringing items for a small Christmas gift
to the women residing at Marty Mann. Marty Mann is a drug and
alcohol rehab halfway house for women that is just a few blocks
from Mt Olive. Many times these women have children in foster
care and they are working to get their children back. We would
like to bless the women with a small gift. Hats and mittens are
especially needed. If you have a small gift such as lotion or soaps
that they may like please bring them to a
collection box in the back of the upper room on
the pew bench. We will be assembling our bags
close to Christmas. Also, we have received a
Thrivent grant to help with this project. If you
have any questions please talk to Gayle Franck.
Higher Things 2020 - Watermarked
Jesus marked you with the Water of
Life in Holy Baptism. His water and
Word splashed over your forehead,
washing you with the rosy-red water
from His spear-pierced side and
clothing you with His own resurrection.
In Holy Baptism
Jesus re-created you to be what He has forever wanted you to be:
His disciple and friend, a child of His Father and His own brother
or sister, that is, “an heir, having the hope of eternal life” (Titus
3:7).
These are the conferences for this coming summer. Sign up has
started for registration so if there is anyone interested in getting a
group to go please let Pastor Franck know. There will be a pizza
fundraiser on Sunday December 15th. All donations will be put
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into the ACT fund to pay for registration for Higher Things. The
location we are considering is undecided so if there are students
interested in a particular location let us know. Thank you for your
support .

Colorado State University
Fort Collins, CO
June 29 – July 2, 2020

University to of Tennessee
Knoxville, TN
July 14 – 17, 2020

NW Missouri State University
Maryville, MO
July 7 – 10, 2020

Calvin University
Grand Rapids, MI
July 21 – 24, 2020

Basement Bathroom Demo Days in January!
If you have ever watched HGTV's Fixer
Upper, you have seen the joy in Chips
face when he wakes up to "Demo Day".
At Mt. Olive, we will have a whole
month of demo days in January when
the remodel of the basement
bathrooms begin.
In the women's bathroom, we need to remove the floor tile, all
fixtures, metal dividers as well as the ceiling tiles and grid work.
The men's will be more fun. We are gutting that down to the
studs. Sledge hammer and pry-bars will be the tool of choice.
If this sounds like a good time, please sign up on the list in the
Narthex. Or, give Jon Farchmin a call at 724-3924. We'll set up
work schedules based on everyone's availability. Work will
begin in early January with all demolition completed by
February 1.
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Rebecca Circle will have a Christmas Potluck
at the Fireside Room at Ecumen Lakeshore,
December 7th at 6:00 p.m.
Please bring
household gifts for CASDA (towels, toasters,
etc.) Men are welcome to join them.

Annual Christmas Luncheon
YOU’RE INVITED to the annual Christmas Luncheon hosted
by the Lydia Circle on Thursday, December 6th at 12:00 pm.
On the Menu this year: Meatballs with gravy, Potatoes,
Vegetables, Rolls, Salad and Christmas cookies for dessert. This
is always a festive occasion and wraps up the meetings for the
year for the Lydia Circle.

Everyone in the congregation is invited to attend!
Food and entertainment provided, come
help provide the fellowship!
The freewill offering will go to
the Mt. Olive Food Shelf.
Any questions, contact Carolyn Werkhoven
(525-9809).

Christmas Blessings from LSF!
Lutheran Student Fellowship meets most
Tuesday nights for Bible studies and monthly
fun activities. We meet in the basement of
Mt. Olive Lutheran Church on 2012 E.
Superior St. at 8 pm. We are planning an
event for December – Broom Ball! Look
for the date and time in the December
Sunday Bulletins.
Join us this month
whether to learn more about your faith, have fellowship with
people your age or just to get away from studying for an
hour!
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Come One - Come All!!
Help Decorate the Church
Thursday, December 12th – 5pm
Christmas decorations (trees,
ornaments, etc.) will be put up at
Mt. Olive on Thursday,
December 12th starting about
5:00 p.m. We will share a meal
and have a great time - fun held
by all - as we decorate the church
and get caught up in the
anticipation of Christmas.
Everyone is welcome to join
in the activity!!
Please join us for an "apartment-warming
shower" for Jennifer Cline on December 8th
after
worship
in
the
Upper
Room. Jennifer has been a member of Mt.
Olive for several years, and her two sons have
joined as well . She has just moved into her
own apartment and needs most everything to set up housekeeping.
Let's support her in her new housing situation and provide a variety
of basic items to help make her apartment a home. Look for the
narthex display and gift idea tags. Requests range from smaller
things like kitchen utensils to larger ones like sheet sets or
dinnerware. After Jennifer opens her gifts, a light salad lunch will
be served. All ladies and men of the congregation are welcome to
join the fun, fellowship, and to shower Jennifer with blessings.
Can you also bring a salad to share or cookies for the shower lunch?
Please let Julie Igo or Kathy Hass know.

Thrivent Members are reminded to designate your
Thrivent Choice dollars as soon as possible.
Questions? Contact Jeff Reinemann.
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Please join with other pro-life
Christians in the Duluth area for
"Christmas Caroling For Life!" on
December 12 from 9:00 a.m. to
10:00 a.m. in front of the Building
for Women, 32 East First Street,
Duluth. May the Lord help us to
bring the Light of Christ to this
area darkened by abortion. May the
message of true hope be heard far
and wide! I plan to be there, and I hope some of
you can join us for the hour, or even part of the
hour. - Robin Muench

Sunday
December 1, 2019
On the 1st Sunday of the month,
every congregation in the
Minnesota North District is
encouraged to pray for Someone
You Know who needs to hear the
GOOD NEWS that Jesus Christ
died and rose again to pay for
their sins.
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MAIN STREET LIVING
NORTHLAND LCMS

SERVICE OF WORSHIP
televised by KBJR Channel 6.
"MAIN STREET LIVING
NORTHLAND" is a locally
produced TV program that
includes a 30 minute worship
service led by participating pastors of the Minnesota North District of
our LCMS, along with a 30 minute children's program called "Kid's
Crossing". It is broadcast every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. Central time on
KBJR Channel 6 NBC and cable and satellite systems carrying these
stations, and archived on https:// vimeo.com/user82955593 Your support
of this ministry with your prayers and contributions are greatly
appreciated. Please send your contributions and/or comments to Main
Street Living c/o Mt. Olive Lutheran Church, 2012 East Superior Street,
Duluth, MN 55812.

Sunday, December 1
This week’s pastor is Rev. Don Staudy-Gloria Dei
Lutheran-Virginia, MN.
Sunday, December 8
This week’s pastor is Rev. Jonathon Watt-Life in Christ
Lutheran-Grand Marais, MN.
Sunday, December 15
This week’s pastor is Rev. John Bonk-Shepherd of the
Lake Lutheran-Two Harbors, MN.
Sunday, December 29
This week’s pastor is Rev. Dr. Roger Paavola-DP-Mid
South-Memphis, TN.
This is the Life Schedule:
December 1 – “Cell of Hope”
December 8 – “The Stable boy’s Christmas”
December 15 – “Red Boots for Christmas”
December 22 – “Christmas Is”
December 29 – “The Puzzle Club Christmas Mystery”
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Food for your body • Food for your soul.

Mt. Olive Food Shelf News:
The Mt. Olive Food Shelf is a much used resource for many
people in this area and it is one of many mission
opportunities that Mt. Olive sponsors. Our Thanksgiving
Offering goes to it every year. It has grown steadily in
number of users over this last year.
Ways to support the Food Shelf:
If you are able to pick up a few extra items when you go to
the grocery store, they can be left by the cabinet in the
Upper Room. If you prefer not to shop, a check or cash can
be put in the offering plate and marked “food shelf.”
Items most needed are soup, canned fruit, canned pasta
and meat, tuna, peanut butter, jelly/jam, cereal, ramen,
rice, mac and cheese, pasta and pasta sauce, canned
veggies and juice. Non-food items include deodorant,
toothpaste, toothbrushes,
shampoo, lotion and soap.
Anything you can give would be much appreciated! Thank you!

Statistics beginning 4/26/10 – total served = 99;
2011 total served = 229;
2012 total served = 251 (26 Bibles);
2013 total served = 317 (20 Bibles);
2014 total served = 452 (10 Bibles);
2015 total served = 466 (18 Bibles);
2016 total served = 346 (16 Bibles);
2017 total served = 361 (16 Bibles)
2018 total served = 396 (7 Bibles)
Total served thru November= 298 (5 Bibles)

Actual monthly totals are posted on the cabinet door in the Upper
Room.
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Mission Sunday is December 15th
“Wolf – Kenya”
John and Jenn Wolf serve the Lord as career missionaries through The
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) in Kenya. As the Africa
region’s project manager, John provides oversight and support for
projects and grants across the region, with a particular focus on mercy
work. He also trains the local people and the local church partners to
develop, manage and sustain projects that support Christian growth and
congregational needs across Africa.

John and Jenn Wolf and their children

Prayers
Please pray for the Wolfs as they serve in Kenya. Ask God to give them
strength and peace as they transition to life overseas, learning the culture
and the language. Please pray for John as he works to support the needs
of the African people in a way that remains true to the Gospel. Pray also
for Jenn and the children as they support John in his work and as they
build relationships with the people they are called to serve. Please pray
for the people in Africa that they are brought to and strengthened in a
saving knowledge of Christ and are assisted in their vocations through
the work of the LCMS African missionaries. Let us give thanks to God
the Wolfs are serving in this part of the world.
There will be a freewill offering following the service
Thank you for supporting this worthy mission!
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News from Lutheran Island Camp
www.islandcamp.org
Greetings in Christ!
This has been one of the earliest ice in dates we’ve had. Should make
for a long winter. This week has been pleasant with moderate temps.
CSR/CSA information: Looking for a Christmas gift idea, but not sure
dog sledding is for you. On January 18, from 1 pm-4 pm Christ Serve
Ranch will host a canvas painting event with the help of Art Bar 39 from
Alexandria, MN. We will explore the creativity of our Creator God in the
winter landscape at Christ Serve Ranch before returning to Lutheran
Island Camp's fireside lounge to create the "Fire Moon." We hope you
will join us as we create in the image of our creator. The cost for the
event is $40/person.
Amazing Day gifts continue to arrive. We are just a few hundred short
of last year’s $60,000 receipts. Praise God!!!
One of our long time volunteers and program leader Judy Dewey
Kretzschmar’s brother Frank Dewey, was called home to the Lord this
week. Our thoughts and prayers are with her and the family.
Question and Answer:
Question: What are the qualifications for a good board member?
Answer: First and foremost is a passion for Lutheran Island Camp and
Christ Serve Ranch. You must also be a member of an LCMS
congregation in the Minnesota North District. The board meets on
Fridays every two months. If you are interested, please drop us a note.

Island Christmas Dinners are coming up!
December 2019
Dec. 01 – Advent by Candlelight
Dec. 03 – Island Christmas Dinner Preview
Dec. 13 – Island Christmas Dinner
Dec. 14 – Island Christmas Lunch
Dec. 15 – Island Christmas Dinner
Dec. 20 – Island Christmas Dinner
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Our Seminarian Update and Thank you!

20 Highlights

December 2019
Thank you to Mt. Olive for the wonderful Get
Well card. It has reminded me how warm
and generous all the members/friends are
here at church and that has helped me
through this challenging time. Thanks again!
Eileen Mackenzie

Thank you so much for your recent donation of
eyeglasses to MOST Ministries. You may never know,
until you get to heaven, how much those glasses meant
to the person who received them.
We hear such wonderful heartwarming stories about how
the glasses changed someone’s life. These stories
touch our hearts. We usually
have the opportunity to witness
to the people as they come to
the clinic, and tell them about
Jesus and His love for each of
them. Then their lives can
truly be changed.
You are precious in His sight
and in ours.
MOST Ministries
We offer our prayers and condolences to the
family of Kay Stonemark, who passed away
Sunday, November 17th. Funeral services
were held at Mt. Olive, November 20th. We
will miss Kay and her wonderful personality;
especially at the Lydia Circle Meetings. May
God grant His comfort and peace to her
daughter Connie and the rest of Kay’s family.
Arrangements by Dougherty Funeral Home. Our prayers also to
Josephine (Kay’s granddaughter), for full recovery from kidney
surgery and cancer.

“If God is for us, who can be against us?”
Romans 8:31
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Poinsettias for the Altar
It's time once again
to order poinsettias
to decorate our
church for Christmas.
The price this year is
$9.99 for the 6"
traditional poinsettia (with several blooms), $24.75
for a two-branch plant. Please specify color of
plant: Red, White or Pink.
Please fill out the order form and put it in the
collection plate along with your check made out to
Mt. Olive Lutheran Church. (Please be sure to put
“Poinsettia” on the memo line of your check for the
counters.)
DEADLINE TO ORDER: SUNDAY, DECEMBER 9th
1. A gift from
OR
2. In memory of

Your Name
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December Anniversaries
7 – Bill & Ruth Cary, 57 yrs
16 – Richard & Brenda Holappa, 36 yrs
27 – Julie & Neil Igo, 44 yrs

December Birthdays
1 – Eileen Mackenzie
2 – BreeAnn Simonson
5 – Peggy Claflin
Elizabeth Franck
Rachel Franck
8 – Ellie Stepec
9 – Joycelyn Ottinger
13 – Mike Polzin
14 – Jo Ann Bollman
Pastor Franck
18 – Dorothy Thoreson
17 – Christal Miller
20 – Bill Cary
21 – John Jezierski
23 – Bill Koivisto
Joddy Polzin
25 – Tom Wedward
30 – Delila Olson
Luke Petrich
31 – Dave Duncan

Prayers and Good Wishes!
Bill Cary, Julie Jones ,
Eileen Mackenzie
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Advent/Special Worship
Ushers:
12/04 – Advent – Randy Muench and Jon Farchmin
12/11 – Advent – Randy Muench and Jon Farchmin
12/18 – Advent – Randy Muench
12/24 – Christmas Eve – Doug Chambers and Randy Muench
12/25 – Christmas Day – Jon Farchmin and Randy Muench
12/31 – New Year’s Eve – Randy Muench
Communion Assistants:
12/25 – Christmas Day – Jeff Suronen and Steve Trogdon
12/31 – New Year’s Eve – Jon Farchmin and Jeff Suronen
Acolytes:
12/04 – Advent – Joshua Franck
12/11 – Advent – Joshua Franck
12/18 – Advent – Joshua Franck
12/24 – Christmas Eve – Joshua Franck
12/25 – Christmas Day – Emery Stepec
12/31 – New Year’s Eve – Emery Stepec
Crucifer – Joshua Franck
Counters:
12/04 – Advent – Carol and Jon Farchmin
12/11 – Advent – Carol and Jon Farchmin
12/18 – Advent – Nikki and Tom Robbins
12/24 – Christmas Eve – Carol and Jon Farchmin
12/25 – Christmas Day – Carol and Jon Farchmin
12/31 – New Year’s Eve – Carol and Jon Farchmin
Greeters
12/24 – Christmas Eve – Ed and Jayne Martinson
12/25 – Christmas Day – Ed and Jayne Martinson

New Year’s Eve
7:00 pm – Divine
Worship w/Comm.
Followed by family night
fun and games!

