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Notes from the Pastor:  

 

Real Life Stewardship: A Way of Life  

How would you finish this sentence? “Stewardship is …”  

Isn’t it a way of life? The official definition of stewardship for our 
Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod states it this way: “Christian 
stewardship is the free and joyous activity of the child of God and 
God’s family, the church, in managing all of life and life’s 
resources for God’s purposes.”  

Stewardship is all of life – a way of life! 
Early Christians living in Macedonia saw 
it that way, and so Paul wrote of them 
in 2 Corinthians 8 that “they gave 
themselves first to the Lord and then 
to us in keeping with God’s will.” In 
Colossians (and many other places) 
Paul encouraged us all to see it that 

way: “And whatever you do, whether in word or in deed, do it all 
in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 
through Him.”  

Those are the truths that will frame our stewardship emphasis 
this year. Beginning last month, and leading up to Commitment 
Sunday on October 19th, we have been examining what God’s 
Word has to say about stewardship as a way of life. Among some 
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of the special features of what we are doing there will be four 
Bible studies and four weeks of devotions that you will be 
encouraged to use in your home and with your family. Finally, on 
our Commitment Sunday, together we will have the opportunity 
to make and to bring our commitments to our Lord, seeking His 
blessings upon our desire to live for Him.  

Please keep this in your prayers. We encourage you to be in 
worship and in the Bible studies to hear and learn what God’s 
Word has to teach us about stewardship. May all we do be done 
to His glory as part of our “free and joyous activity…in managing 
all of life and life’s resources for God’s purposes.”  

In service to Christ Jesus,  

 
Pastor Robert Franck 
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Dear sisters and brothers in Christ,  

For several weeks our congregation has been engaging in 
worship and devotions and Bible studies as part of an 
intentional effort to grow in our understanding that 
stewardship involves our whole life. It’s been good to hear what 
God has to say to us about His in His Word. Our prayer now is 
that His Word takes root in our hearts so that what Jesus said 
takes place in our midst: “This is to My Father’s glory, that you 
bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be My disciples.” (John 
15:8)  

Now we are fast approaching the culmination of “Real Life 
Stewardship: A Way of Life!” with the coming of Commitment 
Sunday on Sunday, October 19th. It is with regards to that day 
we write to you now. We want to encourage you to commit to 
doing the following:  

 Plan now to be in worship that Sunday.  

 Pray for the Lord to guide and lead you to the 
commitment He would have you to make so that you 
might grow in your stewardship and management of all 
of God’s gifts to you.  

 Pray that our Lord will bless this effort of our 
congregation to grow in the grace of giving.  

 Encourage fellow members to participate in this effort.  

 Continue to use the Daily Devotions we have provided 
for you and join in the remaining Bible studies.  

We are confident that our gracious Lord will give us much to 
celebrate that day. Therefore, we are planning to have a special 
fellowship potluck meal following the service. We will provide 
the main dish. We ask that you bring a dish to share. It should 
turn out to be a great meal and a special time for our 
congregation to mark and celebrate all that God is doing in our 
midst.  

Looking forward to seeing you on Commitment Sunday!  

In Christ, 
Board of Elders 
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SAMPLE of Commitment Form to be handed out October 19: 

Real Life Stewardship: A Way of Life! 
Rejoicing in the truth of God’s Word that “Christ Jesus died for all, 
that those who live should no longer live for themselves for Him 
who died for them and was raised again,” I(we) desire to make the 
following commitments to daily living for Christ.  

 I(We) commit to Living as a Friend, seeking to engage in 
grace-filled relationships through love and care with those 
whom God places in my life.  

 I(We) commit to Learning as a Follower, to grow in faith 
and love for Jesus through the study of His Word.  

 I(We) commit to Living as a Servant, to be attentive to the 
needs of others and to serve them through my words and 
actions.  

 I(We) commit to Leading as a Guide, to share my faith 
with others and to work with other members of our 
congregation to share the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  

 I(We) commit to grow in the grace of financial giving. I(We) 
choose to do this by:  

 Tithing (giving 10%) of my(our) income to the Lord.  

 First Fruits giving (setting aside a certain portion of 
my(our) income prior to meeting any other financial 
obligation.  

 Taking a step up in giving 

 At this time I(We) am(are) unable to commit to increase 
our regular offering to the Lord. However, should 
circumstances change, I(We) will revisit this portion of 
my(our) commitment.  

I(We) make this commitment, trusting in the grace and mercy and 
faithfulness of our heavenly Father to enable us to fulfill these 
promises and intentions.  

(Please print your name(s)) 
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Is the Lord asking you to move a step up in 
giving? 

You are invited to find yourself on this chart and to prayerfully 
consider moving up to the next step in giving. Even though you 
may not provide an offering each week (you either give twice 
each month or once per month), please average your offering 
out to a weekly total in order to use this chart.  

$90 to $100  
$80 to $90  

$70 to $80  
$60 to $70  

$50 to $60  
$40 to $50  

      $30 to $40  
     $25 to $30  
    $20 to $25  
   $15 to $20  
  $10 to $15  
 $5 to $10  
$0 to $5  

We cannot show all levels of giving present in our 
congregation. However, using the above illustration you are 
encouraged to consider your current level of giving and to 
prayerfully ask if you can take the next step up in giving.  

 
 

All Saints Sunday 
November 2nd     

Sunday, November 2
nd

 we will celebrate All 

Saints Sunday.  If you have a family member or 

friend who has died in the faith whom you want 

remembered at the altar, please write their name 

and date of death on a piece of paper and either 

give it to the pastor, or turn it into the church 

office by Wednesday, October 28
th
 .  There will 

be a clipboard on the door of the office.  Please 

sign your name and phone number so Connie can call you in case of 

questions, or call the office ASAP 724-2500. 
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From the 

Church Office 
 

 

 

Happy Fall!! 

 As I’m getting ready to decorate with hay bales, pumpkins, 

leaves and scarecrows – maybe even a cob web or two, I think about Fall 

and I’m reminded to plan ahead.  Not far behind Halloween is All Saints 

Day – then Thanksgiving, then Advent and then Christmas… and 

numerous appeals to feed and clothe the community’s needy will begin 

coming across my desk.  November opens the season of giving with 

Thanksgiving slipping right into Christmas.  Whether it’s handing out 

candy to those who are trick or treating or planning to feed a huge family 

gathering or Christmas shopping, remember also those who are less 

fortunate.  Volunteer at a soup kitchen, donate to the food shelf, knit or 

crochet warm mittens, scarves or hats.  Give generously to a charity or 

donate at the blood bank…..not just during this time of giving, but all 

year through.  We have ALL been blessed … let us share God’s love 

with others as well. 

 Mt. Olive has so much to offer to its 

members and to the community.  Pay close attention 

to all that is happening around you and be sure to 

serve, participate and enjoy all that is offered.  Enjoy 

your Fall days whether it be a football game or 

raking leaves or just sitting by a camp fire.  I know I 

will.  Happy Fall! 

God Bless you! 

Connie 

 

We pray that God is blessing you with the transitions of this season. It is 
a time for many transitions in our lives - going back to school, busier 
schedules, church activities, and of course the weather. Change is a 
wonderful gift that God gives us. He has changed all of our lives through 
His Son Jesus!! 

(from the Tuesday e-news from Lutheran Island Camp – 9/13/11) 
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Pastor Appreciation Month 

October is Pastor Appreciation 

Month. Take a few moments to 

share your thanks, prayers and 

encouragement with Pastor 

Franck. 

 

 

 

Sunday Morning Bible Study 

The Sunday Morning Bible Study is studying 
“Real Life Stewardship”.  Isn’t it a way of 
life? The official definition of stewardship 
for our Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod 
states it this way: “Christian stewardship is the free and joyous 
activity of the child of God and God’s family, the church, in 
managing all of life and life’s resources for God’s purposes.”

 
Campus Ministry Highlights:  

Lutheran Student 
Fellowship has been 
meeting on Tuesday 
evening for Bible 
Studies at 8:00 pm in 
the LSF room 

downstairs. We have been studying the book of 1 Corinthians. 
Also on the schedule for our local LSF is a bonfire on October 2, a 
pumpkin carving event later in October, and a game night. 

University Lutheran Chapel is hosting a regional 
fall retreat on October 3-5. Five from our local LSF are 
planning to attend. The LCMS is hosting a national 
retreat on January 5-7 in St. Louis. The theme is 
“TABOO” and we hope to have some attend from our 
chapter as well. 
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Reserved for calendar  
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Reserved for calendar  
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LWML Sunday 

is October 5
th

 
 

October 5 is LWML Sunday.  The 
Lutheran Women’s Missionary 
League (LWML) is the official 
women’s auxiliary of The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod.  For the 
past 71 years, the LWML has been encouraging and equipping women 
to live out their Christian lives in active mission ministries and to 
financially support global mission projects.  All women of Mt. Olive are 
encouraged to participate in the activities of the LWML.  

The LWML will have a bake sale on Sunday, October 5.  All proceeds 
from the bake sale will go to purchase gift cards (grocery store, gas 
station and/or VISA gift cards) for the Shield family.  (We will also 
accept cash contributions if you do not want to purchase any bake sale 
items.)  As many of you know, Beth Shield is battling an aggressive form 
of cancer.  Beth was previously the zone president of the LWML and her 
husband Kirk, was the former pastor at Shepherd of the Lakes in Two 
Harbors.  Please keep Beth and the entire Shield family in your prayers 
during this difficult time. 

There will be a sign-up sheet for car-pooling to the 
Fall Rally in Silver Bay on Saturday, October 25.  
Please consider joining us as we support our sisters 
in faith up in Silver Bay.  Also, we will be collecting 
items for the ingathering at the Rally and a box will be 
in the Upper Room to collect those items.  Details on 

the Rally and ingathering items are elsewhere in this newsletter. 

If you have any questions on the projects of the LWML, see Carol 

Walczak. 
 

LWML Meetings this month: 

Lydia Circle will meet for a noon lunch and get 

together on Thursday, October 2
nd

.  Join them for lunch 

and fellowship (and a Bible study prior to the meeting 

at 11:15).  Don’t forget to bring a sandwich!! 

Rebecca Circle will serve coffee at the coffee fellowship on Sunday, 

October 12
th
. 

Quilting will meet on the fourth Wednesday, October 22
nd

 at 9:30 a.m. 
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LWML FALL RALLY 
Oct. 25, 2014 

Faith Lutheran Church  
Silver Bay 

Registration 10-10:30, $5 
-------------------------------- 

 
Speaker: Rev. Dean Rudloff 

Life in Christ Lutheran Church, Grand Marais 
Recipient of $15,000 Mite Grant 

---------------------------------- 

Ingathering: VBS Supplies for L.A.M.P. 
in Northern Canada:  

BIBLES; Elmer's glue; leather lacing for pony 
beads; pony beads; pipe cleaners;  

inflatable beach balls; balloons; popsicle sticks  
or tongue depressors; paper plates and cups; paper 

or plastic table coverings;  
foam brushes; construction paper; yarn remnants 

 
Fill your car with friends  

for a wonderful day up the Shore! 
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Marv and Judy Hoops, members of Mt. 
Olive Lutheran Church, made two 
mission trips to Fort Yukon, Alaska in 
1993 and in 1995 through LAMP 
(Lutheran Association of Missionaries 
and Pilots), an organization that carries 

the message of Jesus to remote, mostly native villages in Canada 
and Alaska, and one trip to Bearskin Lake Ontario in 1983. 

The purpose of these mission trips was to conduct Vacation Bible 
School for native children in these villages.  The children at Fort 
Yukon were Athabascan, and those at Bear Skin Lake mostly Cree.  
Many spoke their native language and could not speak or 
understand English, which presented some challenges at times, 
but there were always older children who would interpret. 

There were 50 to 65 children involved, and only Marv and Judy 
and usually one other adult as teachers, although some of the 
native mothers helped at times.  The children were not 
accustomed to much structure, and they ranged in age from 3 
years to 18 years old. 

Daylight lasted about 18 to 20 hours a day, so children drifted in 
and out in random manner.  They were, however very 
enthusiastic and interested in learning about Jesus through 
stories, songs, projects, games, and doing a program after a week 
of Bible School. 

At Fort Yukon, where Marv and Judy returned two years later, 
many projects, posters and Bible verses were still displayed in the 
Community Hall where the Bible School was held! 

This is a great mission outreach project that hopefully had lasting 
positive results. 
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Mt. Olive Food Shelf News 

Our food shelf has had a very busy year with 317 visits for 2013, and the 
need will most certainly continue for 2014. The total through 
September thus far exceeds the entire year of 2013 and still growing.  
Besides the $100 a month from the Family Assistance Fund, we have 
had some wonderful contributions, including a $500 outside donation 
and $1,000 from a member! This will go a long way to help feed many 
people, so thank you to everyone who has given money or brought in 
food! 

As a reminder, cash/check donations 
can be placed in the offering plate 
and marked “food shelf.” For food 
donations,  we need tuna and other 
canned meat, peanut butter and 
jelly, juice, cereal, canned or dried 
fruit, canned meals (pasta and meat, 
chow mein, stew), canned veggies, 
soup, rice, mac & cheese, pasta and 
pasta sauce, and microwave 
popcorn. Non-food items that go quickly are deodorant, toothpaste, 
shampoo and conditioner, lotions and body wash. 

Statistics beginning 4/26/10 – total served = 99; 
2011 total served = 229;   
2012 total served = 251; 
2013 total served = 317;   
Total served thru August = 302; September to date = 27 
Actual monthly totals are posted on the cabinet door in the Upper Room. 

The storage pantry is nearly depleted.  Bags of 
groceries are brought in weekly, and yet, most of 
the supplies are depleted very quickly.  Your 
generosity has helped many people and they really 
do appreciate all that you do with the food shelf.  

Many thanks are passed on to the congregation from those who use 
the food shelf.  
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Velkommen to the 29th 
season of the National 

Lutheran Choir! We are 

thrilled about our upcoming 
season and invite you to 

gather with us for some 
spine-tingling, soul-stirring 

moments. 
 

Season tickets are just $84 for 4 concerts --  
a DEAL at just $21 per concert! 

 
Single tickets for each of our regular season concerts 

are also on sale: 
 

All Saints - Nov 1 & 2 

Christmas Festival (Minneapolis) - Dec 12 & 13 
Christmas Festival (St. Louis) - Dec 20 

I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings - Feb 28 & Mar 1 
Gretchaninoff Passion Week - April 30 & May 2 

 

Order your tickets today! 
Call 612-722-2301 or visit www.nlca.com. 

National Lutheran Choir 
2014-15 TICKETS NOW ON SALE 

http://cts.vresp.com/c/?NationalLutheranChoi/b4118009eb/02e044f91b/cc3558d7a0/utm_content=mtoliveduluth@msn.com&utm_source=VerticalResponse&utm_medium=Email&utm_term=Season%20tickets&utm_campaign=2014-15%20Tickets%20on%20Sale!
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?NationalLutheranChoi/b4118009eb/02e044f91b/0d0d57ac1b/utm_content=mtoliveduluth@msn.com&utm_source=VerticalResponse&utm_medium=Email&utm_term=All%20Saints&utm_campaign=2014-15%20Tickets%20on%20Sale!
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?NationalLutheranChoi/b4118009eb/02e044f91b/f7c3bb8398/utm_content=mtoliveduluth@msn.com&utm_source=VerticalResponse&utm_medium=Email&utm_term=Christmas%20Festival%20(Minneapolis&utm_campaign=2014-15%20Tickets%20on%20Sale!
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?NationalLutheranChoi/b4118009eb/02e044f91b/9432ce2a64/utm_content=mtoliveduluth@msn.com&utm_source=VerticalResponse&utm_medium=Email&utm_term=Christmas%20Festival%20(St.%20Louis&utm_campaign=2014-15%20Tickets%20on%20Sale!
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?NationalLutheranChoi/b4118009eb/02e044f91b/a9bbc89b78/utm_content=mtoliveduluth@msn.com&utm_source=VerticalResponse&utm_medium=Email&utm_term=I%20Know%20Why%20the%20Caged%20Bird%20Sings&utm_campaign=2014-15%20Tickets%20on%20Sale!
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?NationalLutheranChoi/b4118009eb/02e044f91b/c8b7b6704f/utm_content=mtoliveduluth@msn.com&utm_source=VerticalResponse&utm_medium=Email&utm_term=Gretchaninoff%20Passion%20Week&utm_campaign=2014-15%20Tickets%20on%20Sale!
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?NationalLutheranChoi/b4118009eb/02e044f91b/b87b88d3b9/utm_content=mtoliveduluth@msn.com&utm_source=VerticalResponse&utm_medium=Email&utm_term=www.nlca.com&utm_campaign=2014-15%20Tickets%20on%20Sale!
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Thank you so very much for your 

donations and participation in the 

Rummage Sale on Saturday, 

September 13
th

.  Over $1105 was 

received, $250 will come from 

Thrivent, plus also the free-will 

offering this morning, all for the 

ULC’S “Build It Back”. 

 

 
A Biblical Tour of Israel & Jordan:  (May 6-16, 2015) An Experience 

of a Lifetime!  A complete customized tour of Israel & Jordan plus many 

extras such as a cruise on the Sea of Galilee, going up to Mt Nebo where 

God showed Moses the Promised Land, Petra, one of the seven wonders 

of the world, and much more! Arrangements can be made for departure 

from any airport.  Rev Darold Reiner (LCMS) (Former LWML 

International Counselor) is leading this tour from Kalispell, MT.  Contact 

him for a brochure at 406-890-1149 or reiner@centurytel.net 

mailto:reiner@centurytel.net
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October Anniversaries 
 

  2 Dave & Colette Warren, 32 years 

18 Tom & Lorri Swanum, 34 years 

 

October Birthdays 

  1 Martha Stephenson 

         Kevin Jones 

  8     Ben Griffith 

  9 Jacob Griffin 

10 Justin Walczak 

11 Hannah Franck 

 Tyler Lahti 

12 John Miller 

15 Breanna Longtin 

         Peter Pierce 

         Norah Stephenson 

16 Nick Polzin 

19 Selma Stephenson 

20 Lorri Swanum 

         Gary Werkhoven 

24  Lydia Franck 

27 Carol Daigle 

 Benjamin Swanum 

         James Weaver 

 Mike Wilmes 

28 Benjamin Wilmes 

31 Jeff Reinemann 

 

 
 

 

Blessings and Best Wishes to Brianna Warren on 

her wedding on Saturday, Sepember. 27
th
. May God 

grant the newlyweds a faith-filled life together as 

one. 

 


