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A Time of Preparation . . .
Notes from the Pastor:
Elsewhere in this newsletter, I’ve described what our theme for the
Wednesday Advent services will be, namely, a focus on “AD 1 – The
Turning Point of History.” What we celebrate at this time of year,
namely the coming of Jesus Christ into the world, is indeed the turning
point of history. We even number our years by it. Why? Because it
changes everything.
Advent is a reminder of the coming of Jesus, and not just on that first
Christmas. In Advent we prepare ourselves for and remember the
coming of Christ. And of course, there are several comings that we
remember, particularly in our Advent services.
The most obvious is our remembrance of the coming of Jesus Christ into
this world as a baby in Bethlehem. The proportion of decorations this
time of year that focus on or remind us of this coming might be
diminishing, but there are still many that do. There are still Christmas
stamps with Mary and the infant Jesus. The holiday display at
Bentleyville has always had a nativity scene, and I am glad that this
year’s nativity scene is reportedly larger than in past years. We are not
celebrating winter, but a particular event in history, an event for which
our years are numbered, namely, the birth of the Savior of the World.
But in Advent we are also remembering other “comings” of Jesus Christ
that make a significant difference. One is the BIG coming of Jesus that is
still to take place, namely what we call His “Second Coming.” We
remembered that on the Last Sunday in the Church Year, but we also do
in Advent, particularly on the Second Sunday of Advent. Jesus is coming,
and that of course will change everything. The dead will be raised, we
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will be changed, and live with God and one another in a sinless new
creation, a new heaven and earth. One reason it is appropriate to
remember the Second coming along with Jesus’ first coming is that it is
precisely BECAUSE of His first coming that the second coming will not be
one of condemnation for us who believe.
The other coming we remember in Advent is His coming to us as
individuals. Our own faith is a result of Christ coming to us and creating
faith in us by speaking His Word. It is indeed a “creation” out of nothing.
David, in acknowledging his sin, prayed to God, “Create in me a clean
heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.” [Psalm 51:10] Paul
wrote in 2 Corinthians 4:6, “For God, who said, ‘Let light shine out of
darkness,’ has shone in our hearts give the light of the knowledge of the
glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.”
Jesus Christ came in the flesh so that we could become God’s people.
He has indeed come also to us, to make each of us His people, so that
when He comes again at the end of time, it will be for our redemption
and salvation.
In Christ our Lord,

Pastor Rob Franck

FYI
Many of the members go somewhere warmer during the cold winter
months and their newsletters are then sent to that address. But did you
know that when you are “temporarily away” the post office does not
hold your newsletter with your mail, nor does it forward to you. It is
sent back to the church with postage due because we have “return
service requested” typed on our return address. That is the only way
we can keep our addresses up to date, as not everyone remembers to
let the church office they have moved. If you plan to be away for
awhile, please let the office know the dates. We can put your
newsletter in your mailbox at the church. It
would save us a lot of postage. Thank you!
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AD 1 – The Turning Point of History
Back in 525, a monk named Dionysius Exiguus designed a
calendar counting years after the birth of Jesus. This has become
the most common way of counting years: “AD,” for “Anno
Domini,” “Year of our Lord.” Recently, some have changed the
reference to “CE,” meaning “Common Era,” in an attempt, I think,
to remove the reference to our God and Lord. Even then, however,
it serves as a reminder that our “Common Era” is centered on Jesus
Christ.
This is a very biblical way of thinking. In biblical language, the
years before Christ’s coming were often called the “former times,”
and the years after Christ’s coming referred to as the “latter times.”
The center is, of course, the fulfillment of God’s greatest promises
in the sending of a Savior, the birth of Jesus.
In our Wednesday evening Advent services, we will be
contemplating this turning point of history. In each of the three
Advent services, we will consider how an Old Testament prophet
looked forward to what we now call “AD 1,” how a contemporary
person responded to those events, and how WE are affected to this
day by what happened then.
Truly, the coming of Jesus (which we are preparing to celebrate on
Christmas) is THE TURNING POINT OF HISTORY.
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“This is the day the Lord
has made, let us be glad
and rejoice in it.”
Psalm 118:24

Christmas Blessings to each and everyone …
Several important items to take note:
1. Offering envelopes for 2015 should be in your mailbox by the
middle of the month – do NOT use them until 2015!!
2. With the close of the calendar year, we will need ANNUAL
REPORTS from the chairs of the various boards, circles and groups.
Treasurer reports from the women’s circles are needed as well as the
Executive Director, Pastor, Church Treasurer, and Church Financial
reports. The deadline for these reports to be in the church office is
Thursday, January 8th (treasurer reports as soon as humanly possible).
The informational meeting and annual meeting dates aren’t permanently
set yet, but why wait until the last minute? This helps me get the reports
done in a timely manner. THANKS so very much.
3. What would we do without deadlines?! They keep us organized and
“on top of things” or so they are supposed to do just that. Please note the
deadline for the January newsletter (December 11th). It’ll be here
before you know it and a lot needs to be accomplished due to all the
seasonal activities that demand our time and the shortened work week.
(Tuesday – Thursday) especially at the end of the month. Thank you in
advance for your promptness.
4. Finally, nine years will have passed since I began at Mt. Olive as of
December 1, 2005. Time still marches on! I appreciate each and every
member of this church as you have become my second family “away
from home.” With Thanksgiving behind us now, I am thankful for
blessings of being an American citizen, and a “member” of the church
family of Mt. Olive Lutheran.
God Bless you!
Have a blessed Advent, Christmas and New Year!

Connie
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New Year’s Eve Worship
December 31st at 7:00 p.m.
at
Mt. Olive Lutheran Church
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LWML Circle News:
Lydia Circle will host the annual Christmas Luncheon at noon on
Thursday, December 4th!! Their cookie sale will take place on Sunday,
December 7th.
Rebecca Circle will have a Christmas Potluck at the Gramercy Park
Cooperative on Saturday, December 6th at 6:00 p.m. Please bring
household gifts for CASDA (towels, toasters, etc.) Men are welcome to
join them.

Annual Christmas Luncheon
YOU’RE INVITED to the annual Christmas
Luncheon hosted by the Lydia Circle on this
coming Thursday, December 4th at 12, noon!
Dinner will be served family style with roast
beef. This is always a festive occasion and
wraps up the meetings for the year for the
Lydia Circle. Everyone in the congregation is
invited to attend! Food and entertainment
provided, come help provide the fellowship!
Any questions, contact Carol Werkhoven (5259809).

Lydia Circle Bake Sale
Sunday, December 7th
in the Upper Room
Again winter is here or will soon be – which means
MITTENS! As we all know, also, mittens are
always lost, so again we will have a mitten tree.
The mittens will go to the Kids’ Closet so children
in all the schools can keep their hands warm.
Thanks for your help. The LWML
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Advent …
… is celebrated during the winter equinox when darkness is
longer than daylight, when cold is more predominant than heat, and
nature goes dormant. During this time, man hopes for a better season, a
more inviting time. He lights candles to express the hope of a new light.
So it is that Christians looked upon the coming of Christ, the
unending light, as their hope. His light and warmth would replace the
darkness and coldness of sin.
The primary symbol of
Advent is the ADVENT WREATH.
The form, a circle without beginning
or end is covered with branches of
evergreen – a symbol of the never
ending love of God. We place four
candles on the wreath – one for each
week. They can be blue or purple, the
color of anticipation. We light each
candle – and as the light grows
brighter we look forward to the
coming of Jesus – the Light who
breaks through our darkness.
(from the Church Editor – December 1994)

Advent Services
We will have evening Advent Evening Prayer services on the
Wednesdays in Advent.
The theme this year will be:
"AD – The Turning Point of History"
The texts are from Luke:
Wednesday, December 3
Wednesday, December 10
Wednesday, December 17

Luke 2:25-25
Luke 1:47-80
Luke 1:39-56
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Greetings Fellow Congregants,
As I write this more snow is falling ensuring that
we will indeed have a white Christmas. I had to
chuckle the other day when I saw in the
newspaper that we were having a lovely
January. Too bad that it’s only the end of
November! At least we did not receive 6 feet of
snow like they did in Buffalo New York.

We are in the budget process for 2015. We will be having a voters
th
meeting and pot-luck on December 7 to present the budget and take
care of other church matters. Our goal is a balanced budget. This is a
challenge with rising costs and falling revenue, but we will do our best to
ensure the financial viability of the church. Please plan to attend this very
important meeting. I promise to keep it short and sweet.
The district and national conventions are both happening this year. We
will need a representative from the congregation to attend. Talk to pastor
Franck before the voters meeting if you are interested in being
nominated.
As we move into the Christmas season
and into the next year, remember to
count your many blessings and enjoy
time with friends and family in the
celebration of the birth of Jesus. A Merry
Christmas to one and all.
Yours in Christ,
Bob Iverson, President

Blessings from LSF!
This past month, we enjoyed our weekly meetings, volunteering, and
having a game night! We studied 1 Corinthians and began our study and
discussion of 2 Corinthians. We also helped out at a Thanksgiving
Dinner for International Students along with other religious groups at
UMD! It was a great experience for all, especially seeing the
International Students' reactions to some of our traditional Thanksgiving
fare. We also had an awesome board game night and our competitive
sides came out to play! In December, we'll
continue studying 2 Corinthians at our
weekly Bible Study and have one last fun
social event before the fall semester ends.
Liz Klein
LSF Campus Coordinator
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As written by Jackie Reinemann:
Service Learning Reflection: Medical Campus Outreach Trip – Peru
As we left the airport on a big double decker bus, my eyes were fixated
on the vast mountainside crammed with houses. Many looked unstable
or had walls made of blue tarp, and they sat so close to each other that
they even appeared to be overlapping. Continuing through the town we
passed many rundown buildings, streets littered with stray dogs and
debris from buildings, babies being carried in sacs on their mother’s
backs and countless mini stands where food and drinks were being sold.
Seeing the run down conditions of the town I immediately began to
compare their living conditions with those in the United States. It was
hard for me realize that is all most of these people had known. They
hadn’t grown up in an American house with clean water, extra
bedrooms, and fancy tile flooring. Instead, they had grown up in these
unfortunate conditions, many reporting sleeping on dirt floors, and
sharing a room with multiple people. These conditions were evident in
many of our patients’ histories with most children having parasites from
the unsanitary water and many adults have asthma or allergies from
constantly inhaling dirt, dust and other substances.
No matter the complaint of the patient, whether it was parasites or
allergies or knee pain, what surprised me most was how incredibly
grateful every patient was to be seen by us. Many had not been seen by
a physician in almost twenty years. Because of this, it was difficult to
get an accurate history. For example, they would report falls that had
occurred over ten years prior, the stories were often hard to follow
because they wanted to give you so much historical information. In
addition, when asking them to describe how something felt they often
seemed confused and didn’t describe symptoms the same way that
patient’s do in the United States. Despite these challenges were always
able to identify their most pertinent complaint and discussed the best
plan of treatment. Because we were seeing these patients in a country
where they often don’t receive medical attention, we had to be very
careful about how we decided to treat. We often gave medications like
ibuprophen or omeprazole, because these were things that they could
get refilled at the local pharmacies one we had left. But we refrained
from giving medications that they would not be able to obtain easily.
Unfortunately, there were also many complaints for which we had no
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answers without further tests that were not available to us. In these
situations we would explain to the patient what we thought might be
going on and advise if they needed to seek further medical attention.
We would pray with the patient. We prayed for their health, for their
family, for their life, and for anything else they requested.
While I had not anticipated this going into the trip, seeing power of
prayers was one of the most moving moments for me. The first patient
that my group prayed with was crying with joy at the end of the prayer
and gave all of us hugs. She thanked us over and over for examining her
and praying for her, even though we had not been able to provide any
treatment and even though she was not a Christian. Being a student in
medical school in the United States we are not taught that prayer is an
option for treatment. We are taught to turn to our nearly unlimited
resources for labs, imaging, medications, and surgeries. However, in
this little rundown city in Peru, we didn’t have those options. Instead,
all we could offer the patients was compassion and hope, and it was
evident that they felt these two very important things, just by a single
prayer.
The short two weeks that I spent in Peru was truly a life-changing
experience. It opened my eyes to the conditions people in other
countries have to face. It allowed me to work with physicians whose
compassion and patience is so genuine that I learned invaluable lessons
in patient-interaction. I say firsthand the way sharing a few caring
words in prayer with someone, can convey hope and comfort. Most
importantly, my ambition for this medical career were rejuvenated and I
look forward to every chance I have to make a difference in my patients’
lives.
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Lutheran Island Camp News

Are you looking for the perfect Christmas gift for your child or
grandchild? How about a gift certificate for camp. We can provide
one in any denomination from $25 on up to the full cost of a camp.
Just call our Christmas Hotline at 855-372-2267.

December 2014
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Poinsettias for the Altar
It's time once again to
order
poinsettias
to
decorate our church for
Christmas.
The price
this year is $14.00 for
the
6"
traditional
poinsettia (with several
blooms). This includes foil and a bow and they have been
preordered in a variety of colors from Peterson Anderson
Flowers at the lowest price possible.
You will have the opportunity to take your plant home after
the Christmas services.
Please fill out this form and put it in the collection plate
along with your check made out to Mt. Olive Lutheran
Church. (Please be sure to put “Poinsettia” on the memo line
of your check for the counters.)
DEADLINE TO ORDER: SUNDAY, DECEMBER 14th
1. A gift from

OR
2. In memory of

Your Name
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VOTERS Meeting
Sunday, December 7th
Following the worship service to
approve the proposed 2015 Budget
The large widow is in the process of being re-designed and should
be complete by spring. (Keep an eye open for concept drawings
from Arden Weaver.) Our smaller windows should be started
sometime soon after the large window is complete.
Pledge/financial projections for that project will be available at the
budget meeting on December 7. Remember that you can still
pledge for windows. Forms are available in the narthex. A
donation would make a great memorial or Christmas gift.
UPCOMING DISTRICT CONVENTION BUSINESS
There are a number of ways that we as a congregation participate in the
upcoming District convention. One is that we need to
nominate pastors from our circuit to serve in the
capacity of Circuit Visitor. This position is currently
held by our own Pastor Robert Franck. Nominations
will be accepted at our December 7 voters’ meeting.
Also, the election of circuit visitor takes place at the
Circuit Forum, a meeting that will be held here at
Mount Olive on January 25 at 3:00. We need a lay
representative to serve as a voting delegate at that
meeting. Finally, we need a lay delegate to the District Convention that
will be held April 13-15 in Brainerd. This delegate will also be our
congregation’s lay vote for the Synod President the following spring. If
you are interested in serving in this capacity, please speak with Pastor
Franck or one of the elders

Thrivent Members are reminded to designate your Thrivent
Choice dollars as soon as possible.
Questions? Contact Jeff Reinemann. Thank you.
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Dear Friend,
Through the efforts of
thousands of generous volunteers
like you, we are reaching children,
families and communities around
the world with the life-changing
message of Jesus Christ through the
power of a simple gift. Operation
Christmas Child continues to be
blessed by your dedication in
serving the Lord through this
ministry.
It is our hope that you will
continue to pray for the children
who will receive shoe boxes this
season, that their hearts might be
open to the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
We ask that you also pray for our
thousands of volunteer partners
and churches overseas who hand
out the gifts and lead the follow-up
ministry.
May the blessing of our
Lord be upon you and your family
during this holiday season and
throughout the coming year.

December 2014
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Food for your body • Food for your soul.
Our food shelf has had a very busy year with 317 visits for 2013, and the
need will most certainly continue for 2014. The total through October
exceeded the entire year of 2013. Besides the $100 a month from the
Family Assistance Fund, we have had some wonderful contributions,
including a $500 outside donation and $1,000 from a member! This will
go a long way to help feed many people, so thank you to everyone who
has given money or brought in food!
As a reminder, cash/check donations can be placed in the offering plate
and marked “food shelf.” For food donations, we need tuna and other
canned meat, peanut butter and jelly,
juice, cereal, canned or dried fruit, canned
meals (pasta and meat, chow mein, stew),
canned veggies, soup, rice, mac & cheese,
pasta and pasta sauce, and microwave
popcorn. Non-food items that go quickly
are deodorant, toothpaste, shampoo and
conditioner, lotions and body wash.
Statistics beginning 4/26/10 – total served = 99;
2011 total served = 229;
2012 total served = 251;
2013 total served = 317;
Total served thru October = 340; November to date = 22
Actual monthly totals are posted on the cabinet door in the Upper
Room.
The storage pantry is nearly depleted. Bags of
groceries are brought in weekly, and yet, most of
the supplies are depleted very quickly. Your
generosity has helped many people and they really
do appreciate all that you do with the food shelf.
Many thanks are passed on to the congregation from those who use
the food shelf.

Please note that your 2015 offering
envelopes will be in your mailboxes in
mid-December.
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UMD MUSIC PRESENTS

Legally Blonde: The Musical
Book by Heather Hach
Music and Lyrics by Laurence O'Keefe and Nell Benjamin
Based on the novel by Amanda Brown and the Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer
motion picture

December 4-6 & 10-13, 2014 @ 7:30 pm
December 7, 2014 @ 2 pm
Ann Bergeron, director
Harvard's beloved blonde takes the stage by pink storm in this playfully
upbeat new musical comedy. Based on the original movie, Legally
Blonde: The Musical celebrates friendship and the spirit of self-discovery.
"Whoever said orange is the new pink was seriously disturbed!" Legally
Blonde: The Musical tells the story of Elle Woods, sorority president who
follows her boyfriend to Harvard and discovers she's a different person
after studying law. You loved the movie, now Legally Blonde: The
Musical, the Broadway hit, comes to Duluth! UMD Theatre presents
Legally Blonde: The Musical, December 4 - December 13. Come get
your pink on! TICKETS: 218-726-8877 | z.umn.edu/sfa1415LB
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Saturday, December 6, 2014 | 7:30 pm
Duluth Entertainment Convention Center
Come experience Holiday cheer with performances from
faculty and students of the University of Minnesota Duluth
Department of Music. Featuring jazz, choral, band and
orchestral ensembles from UMD, it is a winter treat for the
whole family!

Tickets: Adult $15 | UMD Faculty/Staff/Student $5
Senior $10 | Student $7
(General admission seating)
218-726-8877 or http://z.umn.edu/UMDSFAtix

Saturday – December 13th
9:00 AM
Program & Brunch
Holiday Inn – Great Lakes Ballroom
Free Parking in Ramp
Donations: Adults $17.00
Children 5-12 yrs. $10.00
For tickets, please call 727-4416
Sponsored by the Swedish Cultural Society of Duluth
Limited number of tickets available
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DULUTH, MN — There’s nothing quite like classic Christmas choral
music to put you in the holiday spirit. Be sure to mark your calendar for
the “O Holy Night” concert at 7:30 p.m. Friday, Dec. 5 and Saturday,
Dec. 6.
Join the College of St. Scholastica Choral Ensembles for this annual
celebration and reflection on the Christmas season in both word and
song. Tickets are $5 and the performances take place at St. Michael’s
Catholic Church, 4901 E. Superior St. in Duluth.
The program features the St. Scholastica Concert Choir, Bella Voce
select women’s choir, and Women’s Chorus. Selections will include:
"What Sweeter Music" by John Rutter; "There is No Rose" by Benjamin
Britten; "O Magnum Mysterium" by Morten Lauridsen; "Go Where I
Send Thee" by André Thomas; "Psalm 150" by David Wilcocks; "And
the Angel Said" by John Burge.
For more information visit spotlight.css.edu, St. Scholastica’s one-stop
shop for arts and lectures information and tickets.
The rest of St. Scholastica’s 2014-15 Music Department Concert student
concert shows:










“Beauty is in the Eye of the Beholder,” St. Scholastica Percussion Ensembles, March
28, 2015.
Student and faculty concerts will include:
A faculty recital with Edward Martin, lute, April 11, 2015,
“Top Hits” with Vocal Revolution, April 16, 2015
“Movie Music” with the St. Scholastica Concert Band and Jazz Ensemble, April 21,
2015
“String Fever” with the St. Scholastica String Orchestra and Guitar Ensemble, April
23, 2015
“A Story for the Ages,” St. Scholastica Choral Ensembles, May 1, 2015.
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DULUTH, MN - The College of St. Scholastica begins its celebration of
the Christmas season with its annual Advent Vespers service and
Lighting a Tradition tree-lighting ceremony on Tuesday, Dec. 2. The
public is welcome and free parking will be available.
The Advent Vespers service is at 4:30 p.m. in Our Lady Queen of Peace
Chapel, next to Tower Hall on campus. Sponsored by Campus Ministry,
the event will feature the music of Advent along with moments of prayer,
quiet reflection and candlelight.
Immediately following at 5:15 p.m. is Lighting a Tradition, when
community members gather around the front steps of Tower Hall to
count down to the ceremonial lighting of the College’s Christmas trees.
Sponsored by the Student Alumni Association, the tree lighting will be
followed by a hot cocoa and cookie reception in the Tower Hall foyer.
With Christmas carols and plenty of holiday cheer, these free events
mark the official start of the season for the St. Scholastica campus.
For more information contact St. Scholastica's Alumni Relations office at
(218) 723-6071 or alumni@css.edu.

23 Highlights

December 2014

December Birthdays
1 – Eileen Mackenzie
2 – BreeAnn Simonson
5 – Peggy Claflin
Elizabeth Franck
Rachel Franck
6 – Matthew Farchmin
7 – Jessica Holm
Eric Moen
9 – Joycelyn Ottinger
10 – Loren Anderson
13 – Mike Polzin
14 – Kathy Anderson
Jo Ann Bollman
Pastor Franck

15 –
17 –
20 –
21 –
22 –
23 –
25 –
29 –
30 –
31 –

Harrison Lasky
Christal Miller
Bill Cary
John Jezierski
Richard Mertz
Bill Koivisto
Joddy Polzin
Tom Wedward
Tyler Ahrenstorff
Delila Olson
Luke Petrich
Dave Duncan

December Anniversaries
7 – Bill and Ruth Cary, 52 years
27 – Julie and Neil Igo, 39 years
29 – Lewis and Pam Reinemann, 59 years

To Our Church Family,
Christmas Greetings to all of
you as we celebrate the Birth
of our Savior!
Bless each and every one of you!
Pastor Franck and Connie
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Advent and Christmas Worship:
Ushers:
12/03 – Advent – Randy Muench
12/10 – Advent – Randy Muench
12/17 – Advent – Randy Muench
12/24 – Christmas Eve – Doug Chambers and Arden Weaver
12/25 – Christmas Day – Randy Muench and Josef Muench
12/31 – New Year’s Eve – Randy Muench and Josef Muench
Communion Assistants:
12/25 – Christmas Day – Ed Martinson and Steve Trogdon
12/31 – New Year’s Eve – Jon Farchmin and Jeff Suronen
Acolytes:
12/03 – Advent – Jacob Franck
12/10 – Advent – Abigail Franck
12/17 – Advent – Jacob Franck
12/24 – Christmas Eve – Grant Wodny
12/25 – Christmas Day – Abigail Franck
Crucifer – Matthew Gibson
12/31 – New Year’s Eve – Jacob Franck Crucifer – Jacob Franck
Counters:
12/03 – Advent – Julie Igo
12/10 – Advent – Jon and Carol Farchmin
12/17 – Advent – Julie Igo
12/24 – Christmas Eve – Jon and Carol Farchmin
12/25 – Christmas Day – Dave and Colette Warren
12/31 – New Year’s Eve – Jon and Carol Farchmin
Greeters
12/24 – Christmas Eve – Jeff and Julie Reinemann
12/25 – Christmas Day – Lewis and Pam Reinemann

Altar Guild:
12/25 – Christmas – Ed and Jayne Martinson
12/31 – New Year’s Eve – Carol Walzcak and Selma Stephenson

