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God Is Love…
Notes from the Pastor
The LifeLight study on Matthew has been a good one. Many of the
participants have commented how they have appreciated studying the
Gospel of Matthew as a whole.
One of the overall themes in the gospel of Matthew is the identification
of Jesus Christ as the King. It plays out from chapter 1, tracing the
genealogy of Jesus through David and other kings and the wise men
coming to look for the one born “king of the Jews,” all the way to the
end, where Jesus’ last words are that “all authority in heaven and on
earth have been given to me….”
The identification of Jesus as King even as he went to the cross
permeates the passion narrative according to Matthew as well, and will
form the basis for our Lenten theme, “The Crucified King.” On
Wednesday
evenings
beginning
February 18, we will be focusing our
thoughts on Jesus the King and what it
means that our King came to us and
for us and also went to the cross for
us. Consider attending if you are able.
Details on the services and theme are
found elsewhere in our newsletter.
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If you are interested in participating, a new LifeLight
study is beginning in February, a study on the Triune
God. What does it mean that God is three in one?
Where do we find this in scripture? With the Trinity
being a doctrine that is denied by many in our
society, it promises to be a useful study. LifeLight
meets on Sunday nights, with participants going
over homework done prior to the study.

There are, of course, other activities this month to pay attention to,
including the youth group’s enjoyable “Dessert Theater.” If you haven’t
done so, consider putting together an act or musical performance and
let Rachel or Elizabeth Franck know what you can do to participate. If
that doesn’t interest you, just come and enjoy a fun evening of
entertainment. Freewill offerings will help the ACT in their activities,
including a Higher Things conference in July.
Another activity is the upcoming Bible Bowl competition on the campus
of Concordia in St. Paul on Saturday, February 28. This year’s topic is the
Gospel of Luke. The team will be the same as last year’s—Elizabeth
Franck, Rachel Franck, Jacob Franck, and Jessie Robison. They have been
meeting weekly to study the text and are getting pretty good.
God’s blessings to you this month as we follow the life of Jesus, as he
begins his trek to the cross.
In Christ,
Pastor Rob Franck

Pastor Rob Franck
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THE CRUCIFIED KING
When it comes to exalted nicknames, some kings hit the
jackpot. Who wouldn’t want to be remembered with a glorious
name similar to “Alexander the Great” or “William the Conqueror”
or “Richard the Lion-heart?” “Wise King Solomon” and “Good
King Hezekiah” are two biblical examples that are not too shabby
as well.
In the Gospel according to St. Matthew, the evangelist paints
with words the portrait of a royal figure—our Lord Jesus Christ,
the King of kings. But Jesus is not presented in a way most kings
would want to be remembered. He is not presented as “Jesus the
Great” or “Jesus the Mighty.” Instead, St. Matthew presents to us a
lowly king who is rejected and betrayed. A king who is denied and
condemned. A king who is mocked, forsaken, crucified and buried.
If you had to give him a king’s nickname based on St. Matthew’s
portrayal of Him in the Gospel, The Crucified King would
certainly be appropriate.
That’s good to hear because that’s exactly the kind of king we
need him to be. Ever since the fall, we all might be described as
“Wannabe kings.” We’ve rebelled against this King, putting
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ourselves first and God last. We have this king-sized inclination to
be served rather than to serve. Our greatest need is not for a king
whose glory is shown in His impressive power or strength, but
chiefly in showing mercy to sinners. And that’s exactly the kind of
king St. Matthew presents.
The theme for this Lenten series derives from one of the ideas
dominant in St. Matthew’s Gospel—that Jesus is the King. Lent is
a penitential season where God’s baptized people celebrate their
Baptism through repentance and faith in this King. It is a season
where we prepare with joy for the Paschal Feast (Easter) that
celebrates this King being raised from the dead for our
justification. Jesus is God’s greatness in the flesh, the ultimate
conqueror, who is truly God’s Lion-hearted One. Yet He is willing
to be a king despised and dishonored, that we might be considered
great in God’s Kingdom. He desired that we be eternally crowned
with glory, so His head was pierced with sharp thorns. He was
willing to be devoured by jaws of eternal death and rise again, so
that you might joyfully eat His body and blood for the forgiveness
of sins, life and salvation and be glorified with this King’s own
majestic glory.
In the beginning of the Gospel, the Magi came to Jerusalem
asking, “Where is He who has been born king of the Jews?” They
asked because it wasn’t obvious. He was where human reason
would never expect Him—in a humble home, in a humble town,
served by His humble mother. Toward the end of the Gospel,
Pilate also must ask Jesus, “Are You the King of the Jews?” He
asks because it wasn’t obvious. But so that we don’t miss Him and
all His benefits, St. Matthew identifies our merciful King of kings
and Lord of lords, who goes where human reason would never
expect a king to go—high and lifted up on a cross, bearing away
the sin of the world, so that He could triumph over it in the
resurrection. All so that you might be baptized and received the
exalted title of “Sons of God.”
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From the
Church Office
“This is the day the Lord
has made, let us be glad
and rejoice in it.”
Psalm 118:24

Happy Ground Hog=s Day !!! …
Happy Valentine=s Day !!!
Happy Presidents= Day !!! … Happy Snow and Cold !!!
Do you remember counting the days in each month until something
special was going to happen? Each month would have its own special
holiday - or so it seems. If it wasn=t on the calendar, it was someone=s
birthday or other significant family event. And, yes…“happy snow and
cold”. You really do have to have an optimistic attitude when you live
“up north” in COLD country! Lent also begins in February this year.
Each morning we have our coffee in our breakfast nook and watch
the birds at the feeders. It amazes me that the cold and snow doesn’t
seem to bother them. Neither does it bother the deer, the bunnies, the
moles, the squirrels, pine martens, etc. They all like to hang around the
feeders and grab whatever morsel they might find.
Thanks to everyone who got their Annual Reports in so quickly.
We’re still looking for a few – is it yours?? The Annual Reports will be
finished and in your mailboxes as soon as possible. Please check your
mailboxes. Your 2015 offering envelopes and 2014 year-end giving
statements are some of the items still remaining in some of the mail
boxes now. Save us the cost of mailing them to you. (Even if you have
automatic payments for your offerings, it would be helpful and very much
appreciated if you would please take your envelopes home.) When you
visit a homebound member, pick up their mail from the mailboxes and
bring it with you. They would greatly appreciate the effort. February=s
also a very short month and we=ll be looking at another newsletter
deadline all too quickly – February 12th to be exact.
God Bless you!

Connie
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Dessert Theater
February 14, 2015

7:00 pm

Mt. Olive Lutheran Church

DESSERT THEATER
Yes, one of the youth group fundraisers will be the Dessert
Theater. Warm up your talents and come enjoy a nice evening of
music, skits, and so on, along with tasty desserts, on the evening
of FEBRUARY 14 at 7:00 p.m. This year Thrivent will be supporting
our fundraiser by providing the ingredients for the desserts.
Contact Elizabeth or Rachel Franck if you would like to contribute
your talents!
Did you know... ?? $$$$
…..That every time you are away from
home temporarily that the post office
charges us 70 cents to return your
newsletter to the church? Let us
know when you will be away and we
can put the newsletter directly into
your mailbox instead paying 70 cents
to find out you are temporarily away.
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It’s not too soon to begin thinking about the Wednesday Evening
LENT worship services. Prior to the worship service various
groups or individuals have volunteered to host a soup supper
beginning at 5:00 p.m. Plan your evening to begin with a delicious
soup supper and fellowship with members of Mt. Olive before
attending the worship service at 6:30 p.m. Sign up today:
February 18th (Ash Wednesday) – Franck Family
February 25th –
March 4th –
March 11th –
March 18th – Tanttari
March 25th – LWML
April 2nd (Maundy Thursday) – Jezierski

Easter Choir
We would like to have a
choir for Easter. The
choir would rehearse after
the Lenten services. But
we need to know if there
is interest. Please, if you
are interested in singing and able to attend rehearsals, sign up on
the sheet in the narthex by February 8th. Thank you.
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Lutheran Student Fellowship:
The College bible study will be doing two
studies during the spring semester. One is a
study of marriage based on sermons written
by Martin Luther. The other is a study of the
newly published Lutheran Bible Companion
Set. This semester fun activities might
include bowling, roller skating, and a game
night or a movie night. More information to
come. Spread the word, invite your friends that are college age
to come have fellowship and a good study this semester even if
you haven't come before. The Bible study is on Tuesday nights at
7:00 pm in the Mt. Olive basement. If you would like more
information, email umdlsf@d.umn.edu.
Rebekah Franck
LSF Campus Coordinator

Notes from the Financial Secretary:
2015 Envelopes are in your MAILBOXES outside the
office. If someone would like envelopes and did not
receive them, please contact the office or Keri Lynn.
Your statements for the 4th quarter are in your
mailboxes. If you have any questions about your
statement, please contact the office. Thank you.

The 2014 Yearly Financial
Statements are in your mail
boxes. Please pick them us as
soon as possible and if you
have any questions, refer
them to Keri Lynn.
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Annual Fund Raising Dinner
April 25, 2015
5:00 p.m.

Dinner served at 5:00 pm
Ticket price is $20.
Menu:
Salad Bar, Choice of New York Strip or Salmon,
Vegetable, Baked Potato, Dinner Roll, Dessert and
Beverage.
Tim (834-2570 or 940-3849) and Ernie (525-2520) will
be selling tickets if anyone is interested in purchasing
one.
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Evangelism outreach program:

Food for your body • Food for your soul
The food shelf continues to be heavily utilized with over 100 more visits
this year than last! It was always surprising to watch how fast the food
disappeared and how often the shelf needed refilling.
We are happy to report that we have received large monetary
donations, from both members and outside sources, so at the moment,
our cabinet is well stocked, but we don’t expect that to last very long.
We truly appreciate everyone who gives money and those who
faithfully bring in food, so thank you!
As a reminder, cash/check donations can be placed in the offering plate
and marked “food shelf.” For food donations, we constantly run low on
canned fruit, soups, cereals and
jelly/jam. Other items needed are
tuna/other canned meat, peanut
butter, canned meals (pasta and
meat, chow mein, stew), canned
veggies, rice, mac and cheese, pasta
and pasta sauce, juice, peanuts and
microwave popcorn. Non-food
items that go quickly are
deodorant, toothpaste, shampoo
and conditioner, lotions and soap.
Statistics beginning 4/26/10 – total served = 99;
2011 total served = 229;
2012 total served = 251;
2013 total served = 317;
2014 total served = 452;
Total served thru January to date = 25
Actual monthly totals are posted on the cabinet door in the Upper
Room.
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HAVE YOU ever considered being a pastor or deaconess? If
so, Rev. Eggold from Concordia Seminary, St. Louis would like to
meet with you at Mt. Olive Lutheran church on THURSDAY,
February 19th anytime between 4:00 – 8:00 pm. Rev. Eggold is
interested in meeting with prospective students of all ages –
elementary school through adults who are already employed in
another vocation. Conferences are individual, informal, and
family/friends are welcome. Reservations are not necessary, but
strongly encouraged. If you are interested in scheduling a specific
conference, please call Rev. Eggold at 314-505-7225 or email him
at eggoldd@csl.edu to set-up an appointment.
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LifeLight Bible Study
On Sunday, February 1,
we will be starting a new
nine-week LifeLight Bible
Study on the subject of the
Tribune God. We meet in
the Upper Room at 6:30
p.m. This study is part of
the LifeLight Bible study
series of in-depth studies
of Bible books. The goal of
LifeLight is that through a
regular program of in-depth
personal and group study
of Scripture, more and
more Christian adults may
grow in their personal faith
in Jesus Christ. Don’t
worry if you can’t make it to all of the sessions – just come
when you are able. The study guides will be on a table in
the narthex. Grab a study guide, sign your name to the signup list and do the first lesson. When we gather together on
February 1, we will be discussing the first lesson. The cost
of the study guide is $8.00 (a check or cash can be put in the
offering plate; put a note with it that it is for a Lifelight study
guide). All are welcome to join us – come and see what
others have discovered when we regularly study the word of
God. If you have any questions, see Pastor Franck or Carol
Walczak.
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Circle News:
The February schedule is as follows:
 Priscilla Circle will meet on Monday, February
2nd at 4:30 p.m.
 Rebecca Circle – Mark your calendar to come and enjoy the
play, ”Nunsense” at Two Harbors High
School on Sunday, April 26, at 2:00 P.M.
Hope you can come. Check the bulletin for
updates on the Rebecca Circle activities for
the month of February.
The Lydia Circle will resume again beginning in April. Women
of the congregation are encouraged and welcome to join any of the
groups. All meetings are at the church unless otherwise indicated.
Feel free to call the office for information.

LWML Mites will be collected February 1st
after the worship service.
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Women’s Book Club 2015
Book Title
“Angels: Who They Are and How They Help—
What the Bible Reveals”
by Dr. David Jeremiah
Multnomah Books

Hostess:
Dee Anderson
120 Carlisle Avenue
218 213-8992
Meeting from 7:00 – 8:30 PM
The first and Third Tuesdays of each month
January 20th

Chapter 1

February 3rd

Chapters 2/3

February 17th

Chapters 4/5

March 3rd

Chapters 6/7

March 17th

Chapters 8/9

April 7th

Chapters 10/11

April 21st

Chapters 12/13

May 5th

Chapter14

May 19th

Potluck!

Come when you can, bring a friend when you can.
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Youth Group
Once again, Mount Olive will be
represented at the Minnesota
State Bible Bowl competition.
Four youths (Elizabeth Franck,
Rachel Franck, Jacob Franck,
and Jesse Robison) will be
representing us on February 28
at Concordia College in St. Paul.
The topic this year is the Gospel
of Luke. God’s blessings on your efforts.

Higher Things
This summer’s Higher Things youth
conference is July 21-24 in Grand
Rapids, Michigan. We are sending a
group again, but registrations are
filling up. If you would like to attend,
please speak with Pastor or Gayle
Franck as soon as possible. Also,
please keep them in your prayers,
and there will be various fundraisers
to help support them financially.

Te Deum 2015
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February Anniversaries
6
7
11
13

Tim & Marianne Jezierski, 33 years
Jeff & Holly Suronen, 33 years
George & Norma Mousky, 59 years
Karen & Bryan Brandt, 7 years

February Birthdays
2
3
5
6
10
11
13
15

Gwen Chambers
Steve Linngren
Lois Mertz
Sam Anderson
Steve Lasky
Sara Anderson
Mabel Schauland
Lisa Shearer
Jon Farchmin
Arlene Ruzich
Barb Wedward

17
18
19
21
22
26
(29)

Vi Miller (102)
Kellen Sheedy
Ashley Taipale
Barb Sheedy
Pat Johnson
John Stephenson
Ardell Teige
Karen Brandt
Dave Warren

Thank you to my
wonderful church family
for the prayers, cards and
visits as I recovered from
my hip surgery. You have
all been a blessing.
Edna Hanke

