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Season of Lent and Spring …...
Notes from the Pastor:
This year the month of March is entirely in the
church’s season of Lent. Lent begins on Ash
Wednesday (this year on February 18), and
continues until the Saturday before Easter. It
is 40 days long, not counting the Sundays,
which are not properly considered a part of
Lent itself. The Sunday services continue to
retain an Easter tone and are less solemn than
midweek services, even though the liturgies are scaled down a little and
will do so more and more as we get closer to Easter. (The contrast
between the services before and the first service of Easter in the Vigil
service on Saturday night and on Easter morning is quite amazing.)
The Treasury of Daily Prayer has this to say about Lent:
The resurrection of Jesus is our great salvation. To prepare to
celebrate the Feast of the Resurrection (Easter), the Church
sets aside a period of preparation. In AD 325, the Council of
Nicaea recorded the first reference to the specific number of
days for Lent: forty. This forty-day preparation was first
prescribed for baptismal candidates and became known as
Lent (from the Old English word for “spring”). During this
period, the candidates were examined in preparation for
Baptism at the Easter (or Paschal) Vigil. Later, these forty days
were associated with Jesus’ forty days in the desert prior to
His temptation (Matthew 4) and with the forty years the
children of Israel spent in the wilderness (Numbers 14:34) and
became a period of preparation for every Christian.
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People’s practices in Lent vary, but
should include what Jesus speaks about
in His sermon on the mount, especially
an increase in fasting, prayer, and
almsgiving.

Fasting usually involves giving up
something for a period of time, which
might be food for a time or certain
foods, certain drinks, or other
pleasures. It can also involve taking up
or re-focusing ourselves on a salutary
practice like Bible reading or home devotions. No particular fasts are
specified, but the focus should always be on Jesus Christ and what he
went through for our salvation.
“Prayer” would include both prayer at home as well as at church. Mount
Olive adds a number of prayer service opportunities, especially
Wednesday evening vespers services at 6:30. One feature of these
services is a longer reading from Jesus’ passion narrative. It helps us
remember the purpose for Jesus’ coming to this earth. This year that
passion reading will be from the gospel of Matthew, and the sermons
will be based on that reading, under the theme, “The Crucified King.”
We don’t always highlight “almsgiving”, but some extra giving to the
needs of others, either in money or time, is particularly appropriate in
Lent, reminding us again of what Christ gave up for us.
We can do no better (in Lent and always) than to focus our attention on
Jesus, who creates faith in us and sustains that faith in us. He came to
this earth to be our Savior. He set aside the glory that was His as God to
accomplish our salvation. In Lent, we set aside some of our pleasures,
reminding ourselves what Christ went through for us. In a sense, it is
small taste of how our whole lives now are lived dedicated to God and
lived towards the eternal life to which God has called us.
In Christ our Lord,

Pastor Rob Franck
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From the
Church Office
A reminder that Daylight Savings
time begins Sunday, March 8th!
We’ll “Lose” an hour. It is another
sign of spring and the changes that
are coming our way. This Sunday
might be a good time to do the
following:
1) Change the batteries in your smoke detector(s).
2) Take a nap in the afternoon.
3) Register for a class (crafts, self-improvement, etc.).
4) Reflect on the good things God has done in your life over the last
few months.
5) Give a special gift to your congregation.
6) Thank your pastor for his faithfulness.
(from LIC Tuesday e-news March 2010)

We’re all looking forward to Spring after such a cold and
“snowy” winter thus far. It’s been a good time to sit and read a good
book or two or even settle in and watch a few old movies. Baking is a
pleasant way to pass the cold days, but that adds to the waist line as well.
We hope you are staying warm and accomplishing indoor “chores”…
Thanks to everyone who has turned in their annual reports. I’m
still missing a few. Hint Hint! The Annual Report will be available to
you as soon as I have everyone’s reports. The next quarterly devotions
will also be in the narthex by midmonth.
God Bless you! and Welcome Spring!

Connie

2:00 a.m.
Sunday, March 8th
Set your clocks AHEAD
One hour!!
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LWML News:
The March schedule is as follows:
 Priscilla Circle will meet on Monday, March 2nd at 4:30 p.m.
 Quilting will meet on Wednesday, March 25th at 9:00 a.m.
 Rebecca Circle will host the coffee fellowship on March 8th. On
Sunday, March 8th, they ask members to bring ham, hamburger
and turkey to the church for the Union Gospel Mission.

Rebecca Circle members,
Mark your calendar to come and enjoy the play,
“Nunsense” at Two Harbors High School on
Sunday, April 26, at 2:00 P.M. Hope you can come.
 The Lydia Circle will resume again beginning in April. Women
of the congregation are encouraged and welcome to join any of
the groups.
All meetings are at the church unless otherwise indicated. Feel
free to call the office for information.

LWML Meeting
Ladies of Mt. Olive, you are all invited to attend our
next LWML meeting to be held on Sunday, March 8,
in the Upper Room following the church service. We
will be discussing future projects. See Carol Walczak
if you have any questions.

Sunday, March 1st is
LWML Mite Sunday
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SALAD BAR LUNCH
FUNDRAISER
for

Dan Weber
Sunday, March 1,
2015
(Food provided by Thrivent)

Annual
Fund Raising Dinner
April 25, 2015
5:00 p.m.
Dinner served at 5:00 pm
Ticket price is $20.
Menu:
Salad Bar, Choice of New York Strip or Salmon,
Vegetable, Baked Potato, Dinner Roll, Dessert and
Beverage.
Tim (834-2570 or 940-3849) and Ernie (525-2520)
will be selling tickets if anyone is interested in
purchasing one. Proceeds this year will help to
replace the carpeting in the Fellowship Hall.
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Lutheran Student Fellowship Update:
In February, the Lutheran Student Fellowship
group read through two sermons of Martin
Luther on marriage, recently published by
Lutheran Press under the title, "What is Marriage
Really?" When we are done, one or two copies
will go into the Mount Olive Lutheran Church
Library. If you want to order one for yourself,
electronic editions are free and the books
themselves
are
only
$6.00
at
http://www.lutheranpress.com
We followed up that study with a movie night watching "The Princess
Bride."
The first Tuesday in March we plan to have Dr.
Carol Farchmin as a guest speaker, presenting
"A Christian Doctor talks about marriage and
the differences between men and women."
Then we will continue our weekly studies
learning from the new Bible handbook,
"Lutheran Bible Companion."
Future fun activities are scheduled to include
things like roller skating.

My name is Sarah Walters I have been attending Mt. Olive for a little
while, while I have been attending UMD. I was wondering if anyone
within the congregation who would be willing to
house/host me for the summer. Of course they would
be compensated as if renting from an official renter.
Please let me know if you think of anyone. Thanks.
They can contact me through this email
walte584@d.umn.edu, my cell 763-999-0426 or I will
be at church on Sunday's for the future Sundays with
the exception of Easter.
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Evangelism outreach program:

Food for your body • Food for your soul
The food shelf continues to be heavily utilized with over 100 more visits
this year than last! It was always surprising to watch how fast the food
disappeared and how often the shelf needed refilling.
We are happy to report that we have received large monetary
donations, from both members and outside sources, so at the moment,
our cabinet is well stocked, but we don’t expect that to last very long.
We truly appreciate everyone who gives money and those who
faithfully bring in food, so thank you!
As a reminder, cash/check donations can be placed in the offering plate
and marked “food shelf.” For food donations, we constantly run low on
canned fruit, soups, cereals and
jelly/jam. Other items needed are
tuna/other canned meat, peanut
butter, canned meals (pasta and
meat, chow mein, stew), canned
veggies, rice, mac and cheese, pasta
and pasta sauce, juice, peanuts and
microwave popcorn. Non-food
items that go quickly are
deodorant, toothpaste, shampoo
and conditioner, lotions and soap.
Statistics beginning 4/26/10 – total served = 99;
2011 total served = 229;
2012 total served = 251;
2013 total served = 317;
2014 total served = 452;
Total served thru January = 30; February to date = 21
Actual monthly totals are posted on the cabinet door in the Upper
Room
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If you missed this article in the February issue of the Lutheran Witness, it
bears repeating:

Expressions of Love
Know someone who is a shut-in? Time and thoughtful
gifts/action can be a big help to them. Here are some ideas:
 Shut-ins may be lonely spending time in their house day
in and day out. Why not express your love for them with
a small, thoughtful gift?
 A shut-in might like to read or listen to music. Bring
them a magazine with interesting tidbits or give them a
CD to enjoy.
 If your shut-in enjoys movies, rent one and watch it with
them. Bring snacks and a beverage and enjoy the movie.
 Greeting cards and a phone call are also thoughtful
gestures. Share stories and find out more about them.
 Make an offer to go to the grocery store to purchase food
and other items for them.
 A book of stamps is a nice gift; most often they have to
pay their bills by mail.
 Supply them with assorted greeting cards; they can keep
in touch with their loved ones and remember their special
days
The ideas are endless … Serve the Lord (by serving others) with
Gladness!
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News from
Lutheran Island Camp
www.islandcamp.org

Support your camp
Lutheran Island Camp and Christ Serve Ranch have many needs.
Your help is greatly appreciated.
Lutheran Island Camp Needs
▶
▶
▶
▶
▶
▶
▶
▶
▶
▶
▶
▶
▶
▶
▶

Electric fans, power washer, power drills and saws
Golf carts, new commercial lawn mower, small school bus
Ice skates (adult sizes), cross country skis with new bindings
Bedding–extra long twin sheets, pillows and cases
Playground balls, Frisbees, glow-in-dark Frisbee, nerf balls
Bird feed, trail cameras, feeders
Playground parachutes, cones, pool cues, badminton sets
Sandbox and beach toys for children, softball gloves
Fisher Price child plastic basketball stand
Chain saws, loppers or pruners, wide-leaf rakes
Shovels, sand or snow, spades
White plastic tables (4- 6- or 8-foot)
Wooden benches and wooden swings
Stain for log siding (please call)
Outboard motors, boats, canoes, kayaks

Christ Serve Ranch Needs
▶
▶
▶
▶
▶
▶
▶
▶
▶
▶
▶
▶
▶
▶
▶
▶

Snowmobile for grooming trails (older model with wide track)
Fencing tools including bolt cutter, leather gloves
Riding lawn mower
Cross country skis with new type binding (check with us)
Dimension lumber, also tongue and groove
Binoculars
Horses, feed for horses, saddles, bridles and other equipment
Fishing rods, butterfly nets, docks, canoes, kayaks, paddle boats
Wooden benches and wooden swings
Side by side ATV, mountain or all terrain bikes
Perennials and annuals for butterfly and vegetable garden, fruit trees
Grapple for skid steer, pontoon
Paint for cottage, air conditioning, roofing, deck furniture
Pioneer equipment, clothing, hats, tools
Grape plants and equipment, bee equipment, bees
Bee-keeping supplies and equipment
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Taboo Reflections
Dear Mount Olive Family,
We are very thankful for the funds from church that allowed us to
attend the LCMS U (campus ministry) conference in St. Louis in January.
We spent this wonderful time with a multitude of pastors and students
from around the United States, mostly from various campus ministries,
and particularly with our brothers and sisters from the Twin Cities (ULC).
The LCMS U conferences started in January 2013 and are scheduled to
repeat every two years, which is just a short enough time to maintain
our sanity. It is common to feel—or actually be—alone as a Lutheran,
especially on a secular campus.
This 2015 conference, titled “Taboo,” addressed challenging issues,
considered “taboo” by our culture, for students within the context of
Law and Gospel. Several worship services were also provided each day.
Topics for the lectures were largely based on the family, focusing on
marriage and life issues that the Church has not spoken out on much for
a long time. The worship services were held in St. Francis Xavier College
Church, a beautiful facility with lovely stone, stained glass, and other
artwork. The special Epiphany service, however, was held at our own
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis. Both of us sang in the choir and played
our instruments in services.
The LCMS sanctions many conferences, not just for students, and we
would like all of you to be able to experience the encouragement of
having so many other Lutherans as a brotherhood of support in these
difficult times. Thank you again for your support and your influence on
our lives.
Sincerely,
Anya and Josef Muench
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Memorials

for Easter

Lent is a time for reflection upon the cross. God=s Son has died for you upon the cross.
Easter announces the Good News of victory over death and the grave. We will decorate
the chancel on Easter morning with flowers to celebrate Christ=s glorious resurrection.
Please fill in the form below and return it to the church office or place it in the collection
plate.
DEADLINE:

Thursday March 19th

Enclosed is $

for:

In Memory of _______________________________________
From ____________________________________________
OR
A Gift from _________________________________________
These are the plants available B plants are wrapped in
foil from Engwall Peterson Anderson Flowers.

Please

check the one(s) you wish and checks for the plants can
be made out to AMt. Olive Lutheran Church.@

Please

make sure that payment for the plants is clearly marked
for AEaster Flowers.@ (Use the pink >Easter Flowers=
envelope from your packet of envelopes to facilitate
payment.)
Easter Lily, $12.99
___ Chrysanthemums, $18.99
Begonias, $18.99
Azaleas, $24.99
Kalanchoes, $18.99
Cyclamens, $18.99
Tulips, $16.99
Hyacinths, $16.99

DEADLINE: March 19th
The earlier deadline is requested by Engwall.
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Women’s Book Club 2015
Book Title
“Angels: Who They Are and How They Help—
What the Bible Reveals”
by Dr. David Jeremiah
Multnomah Books

Hostess:
Dee Anderson
120 Carlisle Avenue
218 213-8992
Meeting from 7:00 – 8:30 PM
The first and Third Tuesdays of each month
January 20th Chapter 1
February 3rd Chapters 2/3
February 17th
March 3

rd

March 17
April 7

th

April 21

st

th

th

Chapters 4/5
Chapters 6/7

Chapters 8/9
Chapters 10/11
Chapters 12/13

May 5

Chapter14

May 19th

Potluck!

Come when you can, bring a friend when you can.
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March Anniversaries
5

Arden & Carol Weaver, 44 years

March Birthdays
1

4
5
6
7
9
10
13

Carol Duncan
George Mousky
Roxanne Wilmes
David Polzin
Ray Rodenwald
Jane Antonson
Mark Koivula
Robin Muench
John Bucholz
Heather Taipale
Tony Longtin

19
20
21
22
24
25
27
28
30

Ed Martinson
Amy Polzin
Donna Bushway
Mick Moen
Matt Thibodeau
Josh Hautajarvi
Denny Moen
Kerry Monson
Walt Wendling
Jeff Suronen
Kevin Fry

We offer our prayers and condolences to the
family of Judy Rudman who passed away on
Saturday, February 7, 2015. Services will be held
at a later date in Ely, Minnesota. May God

grant Judy’s family comfort and peace
during this time of loss.
Thank you to everyone who participated in the
Dessert Theatre with your acts and for those who
attended and enjoyed the evening. Thank you to
those who donated; $430 was raised for the
youth group's activities. It was a tremendously
fun evening, and it couldn't have happened
without all of your help.
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“I am home! Thank you for the
prayers and visits while I was at
Viewcrest Health Care recovering from
knee surgery and receiving physical and
occupational therapy. I will continue my
therapy at Viewcrest on an out-patient basis.”
Thank you! Pat Johnson
The Wednesday Evening LENT worship:

Prior to the worship service various groups or

individuals have volunteered to host a soup
supper beginning at 5:00 p.m. Plan your evening
to begin with a delicious soup supper and
fellowship with members of Mt. Olive before
attending the worship service at 6:30 p.m.
February 18th (Ash Wednesday) – Franck Family
February 25th – Joycelyn Ottinger & Carolyn Werkhoven
March 4th – Warren’s
March 11th – Road Kill Gang
March 18th – Tanttari
March 25th – LWML
April 2nd (Maundy Thursday) – Jezierski
Special Thanks to Everyone who has graciously volunteered!!

Those Serving Mt. Olive during Lenten Worship:
Ushers:
3/04 – Randy Muench
3/11 – Randy Muench
3/18 – Randy Muench
3/25 – Randy Muench

Acolytes:
3/04 – Jesse Robison
3/11 – Jacob Franck
3/18 – Jesse Robison
3/25 – Jacob Franck

Counters:
3/04 – Jon and Carol Farchmin
3/11 – Jon and Carol Farchmin
3/18 – Ed and Jayne Martinson
3/25 – Jon and Carol Farchmin

