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Jesus Lives !!!
Notes from the Pastor:
Jesus Christ is indeed risen from the dead. He
was dead, and is alive again. On Easter we
celebrate that historical fact, and how that fact
changes everything. It changed everything for
the disciples, and it changes everything for us.
One of the biggies is that the resurrection of Jesus changes our views about
our physical bodies and its resurrection of the body. On Easter, we usually
have an Epistle reading from 1 Corinthians 15, about the resurrection of the
dead. In the creed we confess a faith in the resurrection of the dead, the
resurrection of the body, of our bodies. When Christ comes again, we will
rise again.
But that teaching was being disputed by some of the Corinthians. I suppose
many of them were influenced by Greek thinking that the essence of our
person is in our mind and spirit, something that can be distinct and exist
without the body. While that is true, and death as we experience it in this
life does separate our bodies from our souls, that is NOT how God created
us to be or exist. Death causes something to happen that is CONTRARY to
God’s creation, and God promises ultimately to restore that.
Paul in 1 Corinthians 15 points out that Christ has been proclaimed as
raised from the dead. This was an established fact. Eyewitnesses were still
around at the time. Go talk to them if you want. If Christ has not been
raised, our preaching is in vain and your faith is in vain. Why be a Christian
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if Christ didn’t rise from the dead? Why follow leaders who have lied to
you? If Christ hasn’t been physically raised, the whole Christian message
falls apart. You are still in your sins. Those who have already died have
perished.
Some might say, well, it’s good to be a Christian even without the
resurrection of the dead, because being a Christian helps you so much in
this life. Now, being a Christian does help you in this life. But Paul also says,
If in Christ we have hope in this life only, we are of all people most to be
pitied. Why? Because many times in this world, being a Christian means
MORE trouble, MORE persecution, MORE opposition.
But those are moot points, Paul says, because of the clear fact that Jesus
HAS risen from the dead, and that changes everything. Christ will come
again, and raise from the dead those who have already died.
The Resurrection of Jesus changes our approach to God. We have peace
with God because of Jesus Christ, his death and resurrection. The tension,
the affects of sin that destroyed the relationship humanity had with its
creator is being undone. Where the man and woman hid from God in the
Garden of Eden because of their sin, and tried to cover their nakedness
with fig leaves, now God covers us with the righteous robes of Jesus Christ
Himself. Where God cast the man and woman OUT of the garden, now we
are welcomed BACK into God’s presence. Where people were kept OUT of
God’s presence in the holy of holies in the temple, now we are being
welcomed BACK into God’s presence through the way paved by Jesus
Christ’s own death and resurrection.
In this confidence we approach the highest festival of
the church, the Resurrection of Jesus, giving thanks
for all this accomplishes for us.
In Christ our Lord,

Pastor Robert Franck
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Holy Week and Easter Schedule
Holy Week Services
Maundy Thursday
Good Friday
Easter Vigil

6:30 p.m.
Noon
7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Divine Service with Communion
Worship Service
Worship Service
Worship Service with Holy Communion
(Members are asked to gather in the Narthex before
proceeding into the Sanctuary)

Easter Worship Schedule
6:30 a.m. - Divine Service with
Communion
7:45-9:00 - Easter Breakfast
served by members of ACT
9:30 a.m. - Divine Service with
Communion

The ACT group will be hosting the Easter Breakfast between the
services on April 5th. We will be having an egg bake casserole,
cinnamon rolls, and a fruit salad. Please sign up so that we will
have an idea of how many to expect. A free will offering will go
towards ACT activities. All youth are welcome to come and help
set up for the Easter Breakfast on Saturday April 4th at 10 am.
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From the
Church Office

Spring Has Sprung! The snow is beginning to melt – or NOT – and the
coming rains will wash away what is left. Now we anxiously wait until it
dries up a little so we can plant new perennials to replace the ones that didn’t
“winter” well, or just take a nice long walk in the fresh air! With that extra
“spring” in your step and a fresh start after your taxes are done, you should
be “off and running” in preparation for confirmations and graduations,
planning community and district events, and thinking about summer
vacations. Before you get too busy, remember to pick up one of the new
quarterly devotions which have been placed in the narthex. Not to mention,
the newsletter deadline is April 9th which will sneak up on you sooner than
you think. So plan ahead!! Don’t you just love DEADLINES????
Looking ahead – way ahead – we will be printing the June and July issues of
the newsletter as one issue. Now that you have been forewarned with
plenty of time to plan ahead – what will you need to plan for before that
deadline of May 7th? I hope you read each issue of the newsletter from
cover to cover. It always contains interesting and informative articles
printed just for you. Thanks in advance for getting your information to the
office in a timely manner.
With all that said, enjoy the Spring and remember to thank and praise God
for each new day.
Have a blessed Easter and Spring!
God Bless you!

Connie
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Circle News:
The April schedule is as follows:
 Priscilla Circle will meet on Monday, April 6

th

 Lydia Circle resumes its schedule on Thursday, April 9 at noon. Bring
a sandwich to enjoy the meeting and fellowship together! (Please join us
for a short Bible Study, at 11:15 before the Lydia Circle's noon meeting.)
th



Quilting will meet on Wednesday, April 22

nd

at 9:30 a.m.

 Rebecca Circle Just a reminder of the play, “Nunsense” on
April 26, at 2:00 P.M. at the High School in Two Harbors.
Please let Judy Hoops know, if you plan to attend, so she can
reserve tickets for you. Tickets are $12.00. We will be stopping
to eat afterwards at Blackwoods in Two Harbors.
All meetings are at the church unless otherwise indicated. Feel
free to call the office for information.

Ladies of Mt. Olive – mark your calendars for Saturday, May 16. The
LWML will be hosting a special event that day. More details will be in the
May newsletter.
Also, the LWML spring rally will be on April 11. The details are
elsewhere in this newsletter. We will be carpooling to Cloquet, so if you
want to ride together, there will be a sign-up sheet in the narthex.
The March MITE Offering totaled $112.10 bringing the
total thus far to $351.57. Thank you all for your
generous gifts for the LWML's mission efforts. You will
be hearing more about LWML's activities in future
months. All women - no matter which Circle you are
participating in - are encouraged to be active members
of Lutheran Women's Missionary League. Four times a
year the LWML's magazine, The Quarterly, brings Bible Studies, news of
events, projects, and people throughout the Lutheran Church Missouri
th
Synod. The next mite door offering will be Sunday, April 5

What is the LWML?
For the past 65 years, the LWML has been encouraging and equipping
women to live out their Christian lives in active mission ministries and
to financially support global mission projects. We are Lutheran Women
in Mission with a membership of over 200,000 and are the official
women's auxiliary of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod.
Individual women gather together in their local congregation to form a
unit or society which meets regularly for spiritual growth, fellowship,
mission work and specific projects.
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The LWML Pledge
In fervent gratitude for the Savior's dying love and His blood-bought
gift of redemption we dedicate ourselves to Him with all that we are
and have; and in obedience to His call for workers in the harvest
fields, we pledge Him our willing service wherever and whenever He
has need of us. We consecrate to our Savior our hands to work for
Him, our feet to go on His errands, our voice to sing His praises, our
lips to proclaim His redeeming love, our silver and our gold to extend
His Kingdom, our will to do His will, and every power of our life to the
great task of bringing the lost and the erring into eternal fellowship
with Him. Amen.
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News from
Lutheran Island Camp
www.islandcamp.org
Date: April 24-26
Please join us April 24-26, 2015 for our Annual Women’s Retreat.
Our Women’s Retreats are known for great programs, excellent
meals, fun fellowship, and lots of activities that women of all ages
can enjoy.
Katherine Klemp of St. Paul, MN is a registered
nurse, wife of a retired pastor and mother of eight
grown children. The family toured the U.S. as a
singing group, “The Klemp Family Singers,” when
the children were young. She writes a weekly
drama for her church and has led numerous Bible
studies and retreats as a Christian speaker. She finds great joy in
sharing her faith through the written word. Her book, The
Pewsitters, contains skits and devotions for use at church and at
home.
"Love Your God, Love Yourself, Love Your Neighbor." It is
important to put things in that order. When we love God, it is
because of His love and promises to us, through the faith the Holy
Spirit works in us. Basking in God's love and acceptance, we learn to
love ourselves as valuable children of God. (Christ esteem rather
than self-esteem.) And then the love for others flows out of the
abundance of love in our own lives.
Our Women’s Retreats are a great value for individuals or
groups. Please consider encouraging other women to join you this
year. See you in April! You can download a brochure or register by
going to the website listed above.
Dates: April 24-26
Cost: $99 or $60 commuter/Saturday only
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Dedication of the Christ Serve Ranch, August 28-30, 2015.
Christ Serve Ranch is the environmental learning center operated by Lutheran
Island Camp. A Christian, Biblical worldview is taught in science, education,
leadership, environment and adventure activities.

"Extraordinary Things"
“We have seen extraordinary things today.” Luke 5:26. You would expect
someone to make such an exclamation who has just obtained a new pair of
glasses, a set of contact lenses or has recently gone through a laser procedure.
These people were responding to having seen Jesus return the sight of a blind
man. Today God uses medicine, surgeons and other professionals to improve
our physical eyesight. He uses Christ Serve Ranch to show other Extraordinary
Things. It is another place to get a new set of eyes to see. It will be dedicated
to the service and glory of God on August 28-30, 2015.
This is the new place to see God, the Father, in His handiwork in nature and in
so many ways and with new eyes. It is the ministry venture where you and
your children will see Him in ways that were always there but that we just did
not notice or observe before.
We will behold Him as the Creator, the Preserver and Caretaker of all -- as the
One Who Protects all His creatures. This work of this Father of ours goes on
everywhere in the continuing reproduction of His creation and all His
creatures. Everywhere we look we will see extraordinary things in a new way.
He is the One Who also has had mercy on His creation when it had collapsed in
sin. He showed this kindness and compassion through the miraculous
conception and birth of His Son Who came to humankind as one of them to
redeem everything back to His Father. He was present with Him already in
eternity before He made anything and was active in putting the whole universe
together. But now He has also willingly come to our world at His Father's
behest to restore it and us to our original state. All this, in itself, is a sight to
behold as a gift from our Creator.
To top it off Christ Serve Ranch is the place to see God in the Person and Power
of His Holy Spirit. He is the One Who ignites (creates) faith in those who were
spiritually dead. He sustains its brightness and confirms Eternal Life to all to
whom He has awakened as new creations, in Christ.
This new vision place is dedicated for all to see God, the Father, more clearly
but will hold in view so much more that we possibly have not seen before. Plan
to be a part of its dedication ceremonies and to be on its site again and again in
the coming years to see the sights of your life. For more information visit
www.christserveranch.org.

14 Highlights

April 2015

News from the Executive Director
Greetings Fellow Congregants,
It’s been a long, cold winter and the change
of spring is in the air. This is the time of year
we celebrate the resurrection of our Lord
Jesus Christ, His triumphant return to his
disciples, and his glorious ascension into
Heaven. There are many changes taking
place at Mt. Olive as well.
After many months and meetings, we have locked in the final design of our
large window above the altar. There is a picture of the design located by
the stairwell in the narthex. While this picture does not fully represent the
final design, it is a close approximation. The upper panes will be gold, with
pastel borders in colors similar to the side windows. The four panes in the
center above Jesus will depict Alpha and Omega, the communion chalice,
the baptism shell, and the dove. The golden colors will tie in nicely with the
golden hues surrounding an ascending Jesus. Some gold will also be
blended into the panels on either side of Jesus to tie everything together. It
will truly be a beautiful addition to our sanctuary. I want to give a very, very
large thanks to Arden Weaver for leading the committee and designing the
window. Thanks to the other members of the committee without whose
guidance, we would have been lost: Barb Wedward, Dick Gastler, and Carol
Farchmin. A special thanks goes out to Robin Muench for her wonderful
ideas on the symbols that were incorporated into the design. Our stained
glass company, Genesis, is hard at work laying out the patterns and
preparing to bring our concept to reality. The final price is $13,000. They
gave us a $500 discount for Arden’s design work. This price is very
reasonable given that this is a brand new design with all new glass. The
original quote was for $10,000 just to rebuild our old window using existing
glass. This new window will be a huge improvement, and should last for the
life of the building. Genesis said that it would take approximately two
months to complete. The installation should take place sometime in June. I
will post updates as the process continues and progress is made.
The other big changes that are occurring are lighting and carpeting. I have
installed LED lighting in two fixtures. One is in the fellowship hall above the
table where the coffee is served. The other is in the church office. Signs are
posted on the fixtures. These lamps have energy savings of 55% over
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fluorescent lamps and are significantly brighter. The
lights were installed as a trial sample. Watch for the
rest of the lights to be converted over in the next
couple of months. LED lighting will also be installed
throughout the church. New post lights will be
installed to replace the broken posts sometime this
spring. Tim Jezierski is busy getting quotes for carpet
replacement in the fellowship hall. The current carpet is end of life. We do
not have a timeline for replacement yet. That’s all for now, but watch for
more news as the year progresses.
Yours in Christ,
Bob

Campus Ministry Highlights:
The LSF group continues to meet at 7:00
Tuesday nights. We finished our study on marriage
and are beginning our study of "The Lutheran Bible
Companion." If you haven't joined us now is a great
time!
Events coming up in April will be a get
together at the World of Wheels on April
14th.

Scholarships
Spring breaks in March are a good time for
church-work students or men preparing for
ordination to focus on scholarship
applications for the next school year. The
guidelines and application can be downloaded
at
www.lwmlmnn.org.
The
application is due May 15.
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Orphan Grain Train
Collection of New Socks and Undies
All congregations in the Minnesota North District are invited to
collect new socks and undies for Orphan Grain Train.
These items will be taken to Texas border missions
and other places where new items are allowed. All
sizes of undies and socks for men, women,
children) are being collected, but children’s socks
th
(for age 3 to 6 grade) are very much needed, as
children in Mexico cannot go to school without socks
and shoes.
Please send New socks and undies with your Pastor
nd
when he attends the 22 Convention of MN North
District on April 13-15, 2015, at Madden’s Resort,
Brainerd, MN. Drop Off Point: Orphan Grain Train
Booth.
Money to help with shipping costs is also welcome. Monetary
donations can be mailed to Orphan Grain Train, PO Box 61, Morris, MN
56267, or brought to the OGT Booth. Questions: contact Gene Pasche,
Chairman of MN North Branch, Orphan Grain Train at 320-589-2796.,
There is a collection box located in the Upper Room at Mt. Olive.

Humor

Why does a slight tax increase
cost you two hundred dollars
and a substantial tax cut
save you thirty cents?
(Church Editor)
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Mt. Olive Food Shelf News
The food shelf continues to be heavily utilized with over 100 more visits this
year than last! It was always surprising to watch how fast the food disappeared
and how often the shelf needed refilling.
We are happy to report that we have received large monetary donations, from
both members and outside sources (Irving Community Center, Thrivent), so at
the moment, our cabinet is well stocked, but we don’t expect that to last very
long. We truly appreciate everyone who gives money and those who faithfully
bring in food, so thank you!
As a reminder, cash/check donations
can be placed in the offering plate and
marked “food shelf.” For food
donations, we constantly run low on
canned fruit, soups, cereals and
jelly/jam. Other items needed are
tuna/other canned meat, peanut
butter, canned meals (pasta and meat,
chow mein, stew), canned veggies,
rice, mac and cheese, pasta and pasta
sauce, juice, peanuts and microwave popcorn. Non-food items that go quickly
are deodorant, toothpaste, shampoo and conditioner, lotions and soap.
Statistics beginning 4/26/10 – total served = 99;
2011 total served = 229;
2012 total served = 251;
2013 total served = 317;
2014 total served = 452;
Total served thru February = 60; March to date = 29
Actual monthly totals are posted on the cabinet door in the Upper Room.

Thank you to everyone who supported the Danny Weber
fundraiser. $1016 was raised at the lunch and $338 at the bake
sale for a total of at least $1354.

19 Highlights

April 2015

April Anniversaries
4 Gary & Shirley Thun
26 Lisa Reinemann & Jody Johnson
29 Bob & Sandy Iverson

51 years
19 years
26 years

April Birthdays
1
2
5
7
8
9
11

Anya Muench
Corey Stephenson
Abigail Franck
Jayne Martinson
Susan Holm
Colette Warren
Jim Polzin
Evelyn Frazier
Keri Lynn Igo
Dean Holm
Arthur Aaberg
Marv Hoops

13

14
22
26
27

Josef Muench
Gary Thun
Breanna Leppanen
Marie Bostrom
Ernie Schoenfeld
William Jezierski
Carolyn Weber
Sara Trojanowski
Doug Chambers
Kristen Moen
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Those Serving Mt. Olive during Holy Week:
Ushers:
4/02 – (Maundy Thursday) – Randy Muench, Arden Weaver
4/03 – (Good Friday) Noon – Peter Pierce
4/03 – (Good Friday) Evening – Randy Muench, Ed Martinson
4/04 – (Easter Vigil) – Michael O’Leary
Communion Assistants:
4/02 – (Maundy Thursday) – Jeff Suronen, Bob Iverson
4/04 – (Easter Vigil) – Steve Trogdon, Ed Martinson
Acolytes:
4/02 – (Maundy Thursday) – Abigail Franck
4/03 – (Good Friday) - no acolytes
4/04 – (Easter Vigil) – Jacob Franck
Altar Guild: Jake and Kaye Tanttari
Counters:
4/02 – (Maundy Thursday) –
4/03 – (Good Friday) –

We offer our prayers and condolences to the
family of Emilie Meyer who passed away on
Wednesday, March 4th. Services were held
at the Cremation Society of Minnesota on
Grand Avenue, Duluth, on Tuesday, March
10th.
May God grant Emilie’s family
comfort and peace during this time of loss.
We offer our prayers and condolences to the
family of Ralph Johnson who passed away
on Wednesday, March 18th. Services were
held at Mt. Olive on Saturday, March 21st.
May God grant Pat and Ralph’s family
comfort and peace during this time of loss.
We offer our prayers and condolences to the family of Marie Bostrom
who passed away on Thursday, March 19th. Service was held in Edina,
Minnesota on Sunday, March 22nd.
Graveside Service was held on
Tuesday, March 24th at Park Hill Cemetery, Duluth. May God grant
Marie’s family comfort and peace during this time of loss.

