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Notes from the Pastor:
It is interesting to see how Martin Luther King
Junior was received by many people. He plainly
spoke the truth—that all people are created
equal and should be treated equally—and he
was received with hostility, anger, even death
threats. All for simply speaking the truth. And even though Martin
Luther King Junior himself was killed, the truth ultimately won out in our
country. Hatred and evil will not finally prevail over the truth.
That came to mind as I watched, the first week of April, how a pizzeria
owner in Indiana was treated after simply speaking the truth, that
homosexual behavior was wrong and that if asked she wouldn’t
celebrate it by participating in a same-sex wedding. She and her
business were the recipients of hatred, anger, threats of arson, and yes
even death threats, merely for speaking the truth. I think this is one way
we can clearly identify the truth and who is speaking the truth. The
truth doesn’t need to be defended by bully tactics.
The first week of April was also Holy Week, the week where we read
through the account of Jesus’ passion, his suffering and death. There we
also heard how Jesus himself, who came to be the truth and speak the
truth, was received. He also was treated with hostility, anger, and
death, merely for speaking—and being—the truth.
But that is how things are in this world. The truth is oppressed and
suppressed. Why? Because the truth has power. Those on the side of
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truth are for freedom. Jesus himself said, the truth will set you free. In
fact, our own country’s constitution protects the freedom of religion,
the freedom of speech, and the freedom for people to proclaim in their
press what they see fit. Those freedoms go together.
Sin always tries to suppress the truth. Romans 1:18: “the wrath of God
is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of
men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth.” And again in
verse 25, “they exchanged the truth about God for a lie.”
Jesus was put to death because he was the truth. But he was raised
again three days later. Why? Because the truth cannot be killed. Yes, the
truth will be suppressed and oppressed. And when we speak the truth,
we also will be oppressed. The apostles told the churches that we must
go through many hardships to enter the kingdom of God. “If you come
forward to serve the Lord, prepare yourself for testing,” Jesus son of
Sirach said (2:1).
Those who sin deserve to die. That is the truth. And even we have no
excuse, as Paul goes on to say in Romans 2:1. Every one of us deserves
to die. But the righteousness of God in Jesus Christ has been revealed
and given through faith to all who believe (Romans 3:22). That is the
gospel. That is the good news.
That is the truth.
Thanks be to God who sent His
Son, Jesus Christ, to be for us
what He truly is: the Way, the
Truth, and the Life.

Pastor Rob Franck
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THRIVENT ACTION TEAMS
This year, Thrivent Financial is rolling out their new "Action
Teams" fraternal benefit. Action Team funds are available to all
members 16 years old or older, and provide assistance for events
such as service projects and fundraisers. More information is
available at
https://www.thrivent.com/making-a-difference/livinggenerously/thrivent-action-teams/
Here's how it works. You pick a project you would like to do
(between three weeks and three months away), apply on-line for
funds, and receive promotional materials and a $250 community
impact credit card. Use the card to help support your project. Each
Thrivent member can do two projects a year. Talk to Pastor or
Gayle Franck for more information.

New Church Directories
are located on a table
in the Narthex
(If you have corrections, please call the church office)
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“This is the day the Lord has made,
let us be glad and rejoice in it.”
Psalm 118:24

Kerri Taylor Photography
(Used with permission)

Greetings!
When will we ever get to see the grass turn green, and when can we
start exercising from the treadmill indoors to the beautiful outdoors – raking,
mowing, planting, and yes – walking, or running, …in the neighborhood, in
Canal Park or on your favorite trail? April showers (snow??) bring May
flowers. If we’re lucky we’ll see them in late May or early June.
This May is another month of special events: Mothers’ Day,
Ascension Day (May 14th) , Pentecost, Confirmation, Armed Forces Day
and Memorial Day – not to mention, graduations and weddings! The
calendar is ever-so busy just before the relaxing days of summer begin in
June. The office will be closed on Memorial Day, May 25th.
Once again I need to emphasize the NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
which is for the June/July Issue – Thursday, May 7th. I realize combining
two months in one issue has been done before, but it takes a lot of effort to
organize to be sure nothing is missed. I will greatly appreciate your
timeliness in getting your articles to the office on time, and setting all the
important dates on the calendar. Just drop me a note, or an email to be sure
your event or meeting is included on the calendar.
The first Quarter Financial Statements are in your mailboxes. Be
sure to stop by and pick them up soon. Finally, Happy Mother’s Day to all
our mothers, wherever they might be. Also remember our military members
at home or away, especially on Armed Forces Day. And please - have a
SAFE and memorable Memorial Day weekend.
Happy Gardening (soon we hope)!
In Christ’s Love, Connie
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Circle News:
The May schedule is as follows:
 Priscilla Circle will meet on Monday, May 4th at 4:30pm
 Lydia Circle will meet on Thursday, May 7th at noon. Bring a
sandwich to enjoy the meeting and fellowship together! (Please
join us for a short Bible Study, at 11:15 before the Lydia Circle's
noon meeting.)
 Quilting will meet on Wednesday, May 27th at 9:00am

 Rebecca

Circle – We will meet on Thursday, May 21st at
4:00pm for High Tea at the home of Evelyn Frazier, 504 Colby.
(NOTE DATE CHANGE)
All meetings are at the church unless otherwise indicated. Feel
free to call the office for information.
The April MITE Offering from the congregation totaled $95.32
(YTD $446.89) Thank you all for your generous gifts for the
LWML's mission efforts.
You will be hearing more about LWML's
activities in future months. All women - no
matter which Circle you are participating
in - are encouraged to be active members
of Lutheran Women's Missionary League.
Four times a year the LWML's magazine,
The Quarterly, brings Bible Studies, news
of events, projects, and people throughout
the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod.
The next mite door offering will be Sunday, May 3rd
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Scholarships are funded by the MITES
we collect each month and is a part of the
Minnesota North's LWML. Josef Muench has
received a scholarship.
If you are a person considering full-time church
work, we encourage you to apply anytime
between now and deadline of May 15, 2015.
The guidelines for application can be
downloaded from the link below. Select any of
the colleges and universities within Concordia system listed in the right
side-bar.
2015-2016 Scholarship Flyer
2015-2016 Scholarship Application Form
This download contains the application and reference forms needed to
apply for a scholarship for the 2015-2016 academic year.
The application may be downloaded from the LWML MN North District
website (www.lwmlmnn.org/scholarships.html). All of the guidelines are
available on the website. Scholarship applications must be sent to
Elizabeth McTighe, by May 15, 2015.

LWML Event:
The LWML will be hosting an event open to
ladies (of all ages) and their guests. We are
gathering together in the Fellowship Hall on
Saturday, May 16, at 10:00 a.m. We have a
theme of “Family Life” and ask you to attend
wearing your favorite apron. It promises to be a
fun event with music being provided by our very talented Mt. Olive
youth, speakers from our Mt. Olive family sharing “family life” stories, a
Bible study and a short LWML business meeting. We will conclude the
event with a light lunch. Come and join your fellow sisters in Christ to
celebrate our Mt. Olive family.
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Our church will be participating in
the baby bottle fundraising drive
again this year, beginning on
Mother’s Day and ending on
Father’s Day. The funds collected
in the baby bottles will help support
the Christ Child Society, which
manages the crib club “store” in the
Women’s Care Center in Duluth. Please consider
participating in this effort that will help us change lives
with your change!
Watch for further information in the bulletin as Mother’s
Day approaches. If you have any questions, please contact
Randy or Robin Muench. Thank you!
Many of you are aware that we provide space for two Narcotics
Anonymous groups that meet here on Thursday and Friday
evenings. We are going to provide a meal for those attendees
who wish to receive it on the evenings of May 28 and 29. To
continue to provide the anonymity that many of them wish to
have, we will be serving a simple meal from 6:00 to 6:30 on
Thursday (before their 7:00 meeting) and 7:00 to 7:30 on Friday
(before their 8:00 meeting). If you would like to help prepare
and/or serve the meals, please
contact Gayle Franck at 724-1969.
We would also like to let the NA
members know that we as a
congregation are praying for them
and supportive of them, so please,
keep these people in your prayers.
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Dedication of the Christ Serve Ranch

Christ Serve Ranch is the environmental learning center operated by Lutheran
Island Camp. A Christian, Biblical worldview is taught in science, education,
leadership, environment and adventure activities.
"Extraordinary Things"
“We have seen extraordinary things today.” Luke 5:26. You would expect
someone to make such an exclamation who has just obtained a new pair of
glasses, a set of contact lenses or has recently gone through a laser procedure.
These people were responding to having seen Jesus return the sight of a blind
man. Today God uses medicine, surgeons and other professionals to improve
our physical eyesight. He uses Christ Serve Ranch to show other Extraordinary
Things. It is another place to get a new set of eyes to see. It will be dedicated to
the service and glory of God on Au-gust 28-30,2015.
This is the new place to see God, the Father, in His handiwork in nature and in
so many ways and with new eyes. It is the ministry venture where you and your
children will see Him in ways that were always there but that we just did not
notice or observe before.
We will behold Him as the Creator, the Preserver and Caretaker of all -- as the
One Who Protects all His creatures. This work of this Father of ours goes on
everywhere in the continuing reproduction of His creation and all His creatures.
Everywhere we look we will see extraordinary things in a new way.
He is the One Who also has had mercy on His creation when it had collapsed in
sin. He showed this kindness and compassion through the miraculous
conception and birth of His Son Who came to humankind as one of them to redeem everything back to His Father. He was present with Him already in eternity
before He made anything and was active in putting the whole universe together.
But now He has also willingly come to our world at His Father's behest to restore
it and us to our original state. All this, in itself, is a sight to behold as a gift from
our Creator. To top it off Christ Serve Ranch is the place to see God in the
Person and Power of His Holy Spirit. He is the One Who ignites (creates) faith in
those who were spiritually dead. He sustains its brightness and confirms Eternal
Life to all to whom He has awakened as new creations, in Christ.
This new vision place is dedicated for all to see God, the Father, more clearly but
will hold in view so much more that we possibly have not seen before. Plan to be
a part of its dedication ceremonies and to be on its site again and again in the
coming years to see the sights of your life. For more information visit
www.christserveranch.org.
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Lutheran Student Fellowship:
The Lutheran Student Fellowship group continues
to meet on Tuesday nights at 7:00. We have been
doing a quick overview of the Bible using the
Lutheran Bible Companion Set. It has been a
great resource and has a lot of interesting
information. For our event for April we went
bowling. Fun was had by all. We are winding
down to the end of the spring semester. We will have a fun ending
event. More information to come. As always if you know someone
who is college age feel free to spread the word. We love seeing
new faces.
Rebekah Franck
Graduation Sunday
June 7th
Please join us for a special coffee
hour to recognize our high school and
college graduates.
We pray God's
blessing upon their future plans. Be sure
to call the office to let us know of your
high school or college graduate. Thank
you!

ACT News:
THANK YOU to all who helped make the
ACT's Easter Breakfast a success,
particularly those who donated, or helped
set up or serve. $393 was donated to help
the youth group's activities. Also, thank you
to THRIVENT for providing funds through
their Action Teams program to provide the
food. Because of their help, all money donated will go directly to the
ACT program.
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Dear Friends in Christ,
I want to make you aware of a special grant opportunity
coming this fall. It’s called the Stand With Your Community
(SWYC) Grant Program, and its part of the synodwide
celebration leading up to the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation in 2017.
These grants — of $1,000 to $25,000 each — will fund
projects that inspire and empower laity for local outreach
through witness and mercy as a reflection of Luther’s
passion for all to know the Gospel.
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod congregations, schools,
colleges and universities, circuits, districts and Recognized
Service Organizations are encouraged to apply. Grant
applications will be accepted Aug. 1 through Nov. 16, and
awarded grants will be announced in January 2016.
The warmth of Christ’s love is lived out in community, an
expression of and, indeed, Christ’s very own activity of
witness and mercy through His Church, which is “faith
working through love” (Gal. 5:6). The SWYC Grant
Program’s aim is to partner with you in this kindly
expression of your faith toward your neighbor in honor of
this Reformation anniversary.
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This $1 million grant program is a cooperative effort of the
LCMS, Lutheran Church Extension Fund and Thrivent
Financial Foundation.
Visit lcms.org/standgrants to download the application
and to learn more about this exciting opportunity.
May the Lord bless, and may His name be glorified!
Cordially in Christ,
Rev. Randall L. Golter
Special Assistant to the President
Director of Reformation 2017
If you have questions about this email or need assistance,
please contact the LCMS Church Information Center at 888THE LCMS (843-5267) or infocenter@lcms.org

Library News: Do you know that Mt. Olive has the
best Christian library in the City of Duluth? Okay,
maybe that’s just my opinion, but we do have an
incredible selection of Christian books and DVDs that
appeal to all ages. Come browse and check out a
book or two!
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 Help support the recruiting, training and
endorsing of our 67 active-duty LCMS
military chaplains. Another 71 chaplains
serve Reserve and National Guard units.
We also support 22 Civil Air Patrol
chaplains.
 Operation Barnabas is a network of care
that trains and equips LCMS
congregations, individuals and veteran
LCMS chaplains to assist military
personnel and their families, especially
during and after military deployment
overseas. Learn how you can get
involved by visiting
operationbarnabas.org.

 Ministry-by-Mail sends quarterly Portals of
Prayer to 6,000 Lutheran military personnel
and their families stationed throughout the
world. Please send military contact
information to lcmschaps@lcms.org.
 Help to grow a special endowment that
enables our chaplains to complete a
military-focused Doctor of Ministry degree
to sharpen their Gospel proclamation skills.
For more information, call 888-THE LCMS
(843-5267).

Please use my gift to help strengthen the men and women of our military at home
and around the world:
 $50

 $85

 $150

 Other $ _______

Payment Method:
 Check enclosed.
 Charge to my credit card.
 VISA
 MasterCard  Discover  American Express
Card #: ____________________________________ Expiration Date: ____________________
My name as it appears on card:
_______________________________________ ______________________________________
PRINT

SIGNATURE

Please make your checks payable to: LCMS Ministry to the Armed Forces
and return to: P.O. Box 66861, St. Louis, MO 63166-6861
Name: _________________________________________________________________________
Address: _______________________________________________________________________
City: ___________________________________ State: _____________ ZIP: ________________
Telephone: ____________________________Email: ___________________________________
Congregation: __________________________________________________________________
Please note that you can phone in your credit card gift
by calling our toll-free number: 888-930-4438 or donate
online at: lcms.org/armedforces
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LCMS Ministry to the Armed Forces thanks your
congregation members for celebrating our chaplains
and men and women in uniform.

Armed Forces Sunday — May 17, 2015

Ascension Day Worship
Thursday, May 14th – 7:00 pm
Mt. Olive Lutheran Church
On the 40th day after Jesus' resurrection,
He ascended into heaven. This is really a
significant event and one of the high
festivals of the church year, but happens
on Thursday, so it doesn't get the
attention it deserves. We are celebrated
the day with a Divine Service at 7:00 p.m.
Thursday evening, May 14. Plan to attend
if you are able.
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Mt. Olive Food Shelf News
The food shelf continues to be heavily utilized with over 100 more visits
this year than last! It was always surprising to watch how fast the food
disappeared and how often the shelf needed refilling.
We are happy to report that we have received large monetary
donations, from both members and outside sources (Irving Community
Center, Thrivent), so at the moment, our cabinet is well stocked, but we
don’t expect that to last very long. We truly appreciate everyone who
gives money and those who faithfully bring in food, so thank you!
As a reminder, cash/check donations can be placed in the offering plate
and marked “food shelf.” For food donations, we constantly run low on
canned fruit, soups, cereals and
jelly/jam. Other items needed are
tuna/other canned meat, peanut
butter, canned meals (pasta and
meat, chow mein, stew), canned
veggies, rice, mac and cheese, pasta
and pasta sauce, juice, peanuts and
microwave popcorn. Non-food items
that go quickly are deodorant,
toothpaste, shampoo and conditioner,
lotions and soap.
Statistics beginning 4/26/10 – total served = 99;
2011 total served = 229;
2012 total served = 251;
2013 total served = 317;
2014 total served = 452;
Total served thru March = 103; April to date = 42
Actual monthly totals are posted on the cabinet door in the Upper
Room.
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We offer our prayers and condolences to Terry
Trogdon on the death of her father, Don Vivian, on
Thursday, April 2nd. A memorial service was held
on Saturday, April 11th in Shoreview, MN. May
God grant peace and comfort to Terry and her
family at this time of loss.
We offer our prayers and condolences to Carol
Duncan on the death of her mother, Marian
Waddell, on Tuesday, April 7th. A funeral service
was held on Thursday, April 16th in Seneca, SD.
May God grant peace and comfort to Carol and her
family at this time of loss.

We offer our prayers and condolences to Joycelyn Ottinger on the death
of her daughter, Denise Dexter, on Tuesday, April 14th. A memorial
service was held on Saturday, April 25th in Alabama. Another memorial
service is planned in Minnesota at a later date. May God grant peace and
comfort to Joycelyn and her family at this time of loss.

Dear Friends of Mt. Olive,
I’d like to express my sincere gratitude for the
financial help from the salad bar/bake sale event.
Even more so, thank you for your prayers for us
and our family during the past few months.
I’m
currently in Rehab regaining my strength.
The
outpouring of your generosity is humbling.
I look
forward to seeing everybody again soon.
Sincerely,
Danny & Carolyn
P.S. We both miss Marianne’s pie and our spot in the
back row.
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May Anniversaries
2
4
14
16
23

Marv & Judy Hoops
Dave & Christine Erven
Walt & JoAnn Reier
Daniel & Carolyn Weber
Robert & Gayle Franck

50 years
23 years
48 years
28 years
27 years

May Birthdays
1 Carla Ahrenstorff
2 Joshua Franck
Nickcole Thomas
10 Randy Muench
11 Reed Polzin
15 Norma Mousky
Wyatt Robison
16 Jon Franck

17
18
19
21
24
25
28
29
31

Brad Warren
Laura Jones
Teresa Koivula
Carolyn Lassman
Nathan Stephenson
Sylvia Linder
Lois Greenwalt
Katherine Saxe
Jeremy Cary
Cheryl Beaver
Delores Wendling

The first Quarter Financial
Statements
are
in
your
mailboxes. Be sure to stop by
and pick them up soon.

