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Don’t take a vacation from God!! 

Notes from the Pastor:  

I was at an interesting health talk by a 
chiropractor recently, and he had an 
interesting perspective on health. First, 
he asked us, “What is health?” Some 
found it hard to respond, others said 
something like, “not being sick.” That is 
probably the most common answer: not feeling pain, not being sick. But 
real health should be a positive thing, something we experience as our 
body continuously “heals” itself and is strong and good, at least as good 
as our bodies can be in this fallen world. Yes, we deal with sickness 
when we experience it, but our goal should be much more than just not 
being sick. 

What about SPRITUAL health? Again, how might people define that? We 
might think that if we are not in crisis, if we are not on bad terms with 
God, that is the goal of spiritual health. Again, we often do face crises, 
we do have problems, we deal with sin (our own and others’) as part of 
our life in this world. However, our goal for spiritual health should be 
more than  that; it should be a striving to have the “very good” life with 
God that God originally created us to have, at least as far as possible in 
this fallen world. 

I am not meaning to set up an image of a spiritual utopia in order to be 
critical of every variation, any more than we should be blaming others’ 
health issues on their own failings. Still, what does God want for each of 
us? And how can we get there? 
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One of the key things in physical health is to be proactive. Live in 
healthy ways. Exercise. Eat well. Variety is important to our routines 
(like vacations) but we can’t let them misdirect the general direction of 
our lives. These thoughts also apply in the spiritual dimension of our 
lives, too. We need to be taking in God’s Word. We should be hearing 
and speaking and living consistently.  

In fact, Spiritual exercise and health is even MORE important than 
physical exercise. Paul wrote to Timothy, 1 Timothy 4:7-8 ESV [T]rain 
yourself for godliness; 8 for while bodily training is of some value, 
godliness is of value in every way, as it 
holds promise for the present life and 
also for the life to come.  

In Christ our Lord, 

Pastor Rob Franck

 

Last month, the Duluth Police held a first ever 
seminar on church safety. Pastor Franck and 
Connie attended representing Mount Olive—you 
may have even seen me briefly on one of the 
several news reports about it. 

The seminar was inspired by a rash of church crimes both locally and 
nationally. It seems churches are often seen as easy victims, and cultural 
taboos on victimizing churches have been disappearing. 

There were two two-hour long sessions, one on providing physical 
building safety, the other on crimes. I even received some reports that 
would help evaluate our building and procedures to provide a safer 
place for people. The Police are also eager to help us if we would want 
them to. 

I plan to review these with the Elders. Many of the suggestions we 
already follow. There were plenty of good suggestions for enhanced 
safety, though, that we could learn from and make some good changes. 

Pastor Franck 
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Notes from the Executive Director 

Greetings Fellow Congregants, 

Spring has finally sprung in the northland. Winter is slow to give 

up as snow flurries fell just the other night, but green grass is 

finally here, and birds have returned. 

Our large window is nearing completion and 

will be installed sometime in June. Watch the 

weekly bulletin for updates.  Our LED lamps 

have arrived and will be installed very soon. 

This has taken longer than anticipated, but 

through due diligence, we saved a lot of money 

on the project. Our new light posts will also be 

installed soon. Due to cost constraints, they will 

remain in their original positions. The bid to 

move them along with replacing some broken/sunken sidewalk 

came in at over $8000. We will look at moving them at a later date 

once we have finished some higher priority items such as windows 

and carpeting.  

The 65th Annual Convention of The Lutheran Church—Missouri 

Synod will be held July 9-14, 2016, in Milwaukee at the Wisconsin 

Center. 

Yours in Christ, 

Bob Iverson 

 

Fly your flag proudly 

Sunday 

June 14th  
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From the 

Church Office 
 

Summer Greetings!! 

 How do you squeeze two months worth of newsworthy items 

into one newsletter??  So much is happening… so many good 

opportunities… so many outdoor activities… which do you choose?  

June, then July…. Flag Day is in June, and of course there’s the Fourth 

of July…what a perfect representation of summer! (see above)  The eagle 

also represents “freedom” in my eyes.   Have you ever had an 

opportunity to watch an eagle soar above you… so graceful … so 

majestic … so free!  We have much to be thankful for in our nation – our 

freedom of worship being one of the top priorities.  With that said, don’t 

forget to worship while you are on vacation.  God never takes a vacation 

from us as He cares for us daily.  Support your church – don’t forget 

your offerings even if you have to mail them into the office. 

 We prayed for rain….we got rain and more rain, and yet we are 

in a moderate drought.  The grass is greener and the trees are displaying 

their beautiful leaves.  Maybe April showers should be changed to May 

showers bring June flowers this year. 

 A few more notes:    Pull out the calendar from the center of the 

newsletter so you can view both June and July in their entirety.  Summer 

also means camping and enjoying all of God’s creations outdoors.  

Lutheran Island Camp has much to offer.  Plan to go to the Christ Serve 

Ranch Dedication Service in August.  Go to their website for all the 

opportunities available to you and your family as the events are too 

numerous to include in this newsletter.  Camperships are an exciting gift 

to your grandchildren!  Brochures are also available in the narthex for 

Camp Arrowhead and LIC.  The next quarterly devotions should be out 

before the end of June.   The 2014 Annual Report is still “in the works.”  

Don’t forget the newsletter deadline for the August issue which will be 

July 9
th
.   

Celebrate our freedom!! 

Enjoy your summer – and stay safe!!  

Stop and smell the roses… or in this case, the lilacs! 

God Bless you! 

Connie 

“This is the day the Lord 
has made, let us be glad 

and rejoice in it.” 

 Psalm 118:24 
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Mission Sunday June 7 
Rev. Daniel Jastram 

 

 

        Rev. Dr. Daniel and Dr. Joan Jastram serve the 
Lord as career missionaries through The Lutheran 
Church--Missouri Synod (LCMS) in northern Asia, 
based in Tokyo, Japan.  In this role Daniel helps 
develop and implement a strategic mission plan for this 
area.  He coordinates theological education 
opportunities and also supervises and evaluates 
theological educators throughout northern Asia.  When 
needed, Daniel teaches courses at Japan Lutheran 
Theological Seminary, Tokyo. 

Daniel was born in Shibata, Japan and raised overseas in an LCMS missionary 
family.  His childhood congregation was Shibata Lutheran 
Church, Japan.  He received a bachelor’s degree from the 
University of South Dakota, Vermillion, and both a master’s 
degree and a doctorate from the University of Wisconsin-
Madison.  He received his Master of Divinity from Concordia 
Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, Ind.  Before serving in 
Asia, he was a professor of theology at Concordia University, 
St. Paul, St. Paul, Minn., and Concordia University Wisconsin, 
Mequon.  He also served as sole pastor of Messiah Lutheran Church, Forest Lake, 
Minn.  In his free time, Daniel enjoys reading, hiking and bookbinding. 

Joan was born in Mitchell, S.D., where her childhood congregation was Zion 
Lutheran Church.  She received both a bachelor’s and a master’s degree from the 
University of South Dakota, Vermillion.  She received her Doctor of Psychology 
(Psy.D.) degree from the Minnesota School of Professional Psychology at Argosy 
University, Twin Cities, Minn.  Before her missionary service in Asia, Joan worked as 
a clinical psychologist and plans to continue in this capacity.  Joan enjoys reading, 
hiking and cooking in her free time. 

Please pray for Daniel and Joan as they serve in northern Asia.  Pray for them as 
they transition to life in Asia, re-adapting their family’s culture and way of life to these 
new surroundings.  Ask God to give them renewed zeal to go out and proclaim the 
Good News of Jesus Christ to the individuals they encounter where they work and 
live.  Please pray the hearts and ears of the people of Japan and northern Asia are 
prepared to hear and confess this Good News and the life that it brings.  Ask God to 
continue to give strength and guidance to the missionaries currently serving in this 
area.  Let us give thanks to God for the Jastrams who serve His children in this part of 
the world! 

 BIRTHDAYS:  Daniel – Nov. 26, Joan – March 4 

 ANNIVERSARY:  Aug. 20   

 HOME DISTRICT:  Minnesota South 
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My personal support for: Rev. Dr. Daniel and Dr. Joan Jastram 

 Pray daily for Daniel and Joan and how you can support their ministry. 

 Tell others about Daniel and Joan’s ministry and other opportunities to serve. 

 Give securely online at www.lcms.org/jastram or fill out the form below. 

Name: 

____________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ____________________________________________________________ 

City: _____________________________ State: _____________ ZIP: ____________ 

Phone: __________________________Email: ______________________________ 

  A recurring gift of $ _____________  for the duration of Daniel and Joan’s service. 
 (Please choose a payment method below.) 

  An annual pledge commitment of $ ________ each month for the next 12 months. 
(You will be contacted in one year to consider renewal of your pledge.  Please choose 
a payment method below.) 

 I would like to make my month gifts by: 
   Check 
   Automatic withdrawal (Please include a canceled check.) 
   Credit card (Please provide information below.) 

  A special gift of $ ________________ 
   My check is enclosed. (Designate for Jastram-Asia support on memo line.) 
   Please charge my credit card: 

 Card Number: _______________________________Security Code: ________ 

 Type:                                       

  

Name on Card: ______________________________ Exp. Date: ____________ 

Questions:  Call 888-843-5267 or send an email to mission.giving@lcms.org. 

Make checks payable to and mail to: 
THE LUTHERAN CHURCH-MISSOUR SYNOD 

P.O. Box 79089  St. Louis, MO 63179-0089 

Gifts received for LCMS missionaries are deposited in an account restricted for the support 
of eligible missionaries.  Any gifts received in excess of a missionary’s requirement for a 
given year are held for that missionary until needed.  Should a missionary’s service 
conclude for any reason, the funds remaining in the restricted account will be transferred to 
one or more eligible LCMS missionaries who most closely fulfill the restrictions of the 
original gift.  With documented donor permission, a restricted gift can also be utilized to 
support missionary-related work authorized by the LCMS.  Your gift is tax deductible to the 

extent permitted by law. 
Acct # A10699-69397 

mailto:mission.giving@lcms.org
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Mission Sunday July 19 

Miss Julie McManus 

Julie McManus serves the Lord through the Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod as GEO (globally engaged in 
outreach) missionary in Kenya.  In this role, Julie helps 
other missionary families during their time of transition to 
life in Kenya and when they are taking language classes.  
She helps with the early childhood-aged children in these 
families and supports the mothers who are taking care of 
these toddlers.  Julie also supports some of the schools 
sponsored by the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Kenya 
(ELCK). 

 
Julie was born in Rapid City, S.D.  She was raised in 

Benson, Minn., where her home congregation is St. Mark’s 
Lutheran Church.  She earned a bachelor’s degree in early 
childhood education from the University of Wisconsin-Stout, 
Menomonie.  Before serving in Kenya, Julie worked in various 
capacities at Lutheran Island Camp and Retreat Center, 
Henning, Minn., for four summers.  She also served in Hong 
Kong (summer 2011) and in Kenya for two weeks visiting 
Project 24 sites (summer 2013).  In her free time, she enjoys running, playing the 
guitar, singing, reading, taking adventures and visiting with friends and family. 

Please pray for Julie as she serves in Kenya.  Please pray God gives her 
strength and peace as she moves away from her family and transitions to life in 
Kenya.  Pray for her as she learns the Swahili language that she is able to 
communicate more effectively with the Kenyan people.  Ask God to continue to bless 
the missionary families as they settle into their new life in Kenya, some with many 
children.  Ask God to help Julie find joy in the simple things while living life overseas.  
Pray the hearts and minds of the Kenyan people are open and ready to receive the 
Good News of Jesus Christ shared with them through Julie and the other missionaries 
serving there.  Let us give thanks to God Julie is serving His children in this part of the 
world. 

 BIRTHDAY:  July 27 

 HOME DISTRICT:  Minnesota North 
 

 

  



8  Highlights                                                                             June/July 2015 

 

My personal support for: Julie McManus 

 Pray daily for Julie and how you can support their ministry. 

 Tell others about Julie’s ministry and other opportunities to serve. 

 Give securely online at www.lcms.org/mcmanus or fill out the form below. 

Name: 

____________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ____________________________________________________________ 

City: _____________________________ State: _____________ ZIP: ____________ 

Phone: __________________________Email: ______________________________ 

  A recurring gift of $ _____________  for the duration of Julie’s service. 
 (Please choose a payment method below.) 

  An annual pledge commitment of $ ________ each month for the next 12 months. 
(You will be contacted in one year to consider renewal of your pledge.  Please choose 
a payment method below.) 

 I would like to make my month gifts by: 
   Check 
   Automatic withdrawal (Please include a canceled check.) 
   Credit card (Please provide information below.) 

  A special gift of $ ________________ 
   My check is enclosed. (Designate for McManus-Kenya support on memo line.) 

   Please charge my credit card: 

 Card Number: _______________________________Security Code: ________ 

 Type:                                       

Name on Card: ______________________________ Exp. Date: ____________ 

Questions:  Call 888-843-5267 or send an email to mission.giving@lcms.org. 

Make checks payable to and mail to: 
THE LUTHERAN CHURCH-MISSOUR SYNOD 

P.O. Box 79089  St. Louis, MO 63179-0089 

Gifts received for LCMS missionaries are deposited in an account restricted for the support 
of eligible missionaries.  Any gifts received in excess of a missionary’s requirement for a 
given year are held for that missionary until needed.  Should a missionary’s service 
conclude for any reason, the funds remaining in the restricted account will be transferred to 
one or more eligible LCMS missionaries who most closely fulfill the restrictions of the 
original gift.  With documented donor permission, a restricted gift can also be utilized to 
support missionary-related work authorized by the LCMS.  Your gift is tax deductible to the 

extent permitted by law. 
Acct # A10998-69385 

mailto:mission.giving@lcms.org
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Hannah Franck graduated in May, 2015, with a Bachelor of 
Science in Nursing from Bemidji State University. She will continue 
her job as an Emergency Room nurse in Cloquet, and also as an 
EMT on the Ambulance in Carlton.  
 
Michael O’Leary: “Recently I finished a course of study at UMD and 
graduated with the degree Master of Engineering in Chemical 
Engineering. I began studying at UMD in January 2014 and finished in 
May 2015. Dr. Richard Davis, the Chemical Engineering department 
head, was my academic adviser and research supervisor. I worked for 
him to model thermodynamics and fluid mechanics using computational 
fluid dynamics (CFD) software. During the summer of 2014 I worked as a 
research intern at Coleraine Minerals Research Laboratory (CMRL) in 
Coleraine, Minnesota. I gained a lot of practical experience at a 
university research facility, and a unique perspective on the mining 
industry in northern Minnesota. God profoundly blessed me with these 
opportunities. I am especially grateful for the warm fellowship I have 
experienced every week at Mt. Olive. As my studies finally come to an 
end, I start the search for an interesting career. I plan to travel in the 
U.S. and hope to travel abroad as well. I might pursue further education, 
but currently I am seeking permanent gainful employment as a chemical 
engineer.” 
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Lydia Circle will meet for a noon lunch and get together on Thursday, 

June 4
th

 and Thursday, July 2
nd

.  Take a break from your summer chores 

and join them for lunch and fellowship.  Don’t forget to bring a sandwich 

to the June meeting.  July will be a potluck salad luncheon.  Bible study 

led by Kathy Hass will be at 11:15 before the meetings. 

Rebecca Circle will not meet in June.  If you have questions please 

contact Pam Reinemann.  Watch the bulletin for any updates. 

Their July meeting is scheduled for Thursday, July 16
th
 at 5:30 pm.  

They will be meeting at Enger Tower for a potluck including chicken.  

Men are invited to join them at this picnic as well. 

The 1st Sunday of each month is LWML Mite Sunday 
Thank you for your ongoing support. 

 

 

 
Carol Walczak, Lake Superior Zone President, will be 
attending the national convention as a delegate. 

 

 
The Lutheran Women's Missionary League (LWML) 2015 LWML 
Convention will take place on June 25-28, 2015, in Des Moines, 
Iowa. 
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*What are mites? Based on the Biblical account of the widow's 
mite (Luke 21:1-4), mites are monetary gifts placed in the Mite 
Box, sacrificially given by supporters of the LWML. These gifts are 
offerings above and beyond the support given to our 
congregations and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. 

By God’s grace, your mite offerings, along with the contributions of 
other LWML supporters, have helped meet the national 2013-
2015 LWML Mission Goal of $1.83 million! Thank you and thanks 
to our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ! 

Amounts as of March 31, 2015 

Mite Goal for 2013-2015 Biennium: $1,830,000 

Amount Received: $1,851,348.67 

Amount Exceeding Goal: $ 21,348.67 

 All 18 of these National Mission Goals were funded by your Mites. 

Training K-9 Comfort Dogs for LCMS Chaplains 
Lutheran Children's Books for Southeast Asia 
Training Indigenous Pastors and Deaconesses- Concordia Theological 
Seminary, Fort Wayne, Indiana 
Rebuilding Nord Est Haiti Lutheran School 
Jesus Our Savior Lutheran Schools - Winnebago Tribe, Nebraska 
I CAN - Serving At-Risk Children With Learning Needs 
Bible Story Books in Sign Language and Written Text 
Native American Outreach Training Center - Fairbanks, Alaska 
Strengthening and Expanding Campus Ministry 
Worship for Shut-Ins 
Preparing Leaders for a Diverse World - Concordia College, Selma, 
Alabama 
Voice of Care Ministry to the Developmentally Challenged 
Christ-Centered Tutoring Through Rebecca's Garden of Hope (RGOH) 
Student Scholarships for MOST Ministries Mission Trips 
Building Homes and Hope in Haiti 
Support for Lutheran Public Radio 
Christian Educational Support for Children - India 
Mission Outreach at St. Paul Community Lutheran Church - Pontiac, 
Michigan  

 
 

http://www.lwml.org/mission-grant-1
http://www.lwml.org/mission-grant-2
http://www.lwml.org/mission-grant-3
http://www.lwml.org/mission-grant-3
http://www.lwml.org/mission-grant-4
http://www.lwml.org/mission-grant-5
http://www.lwml.org/mission-grant-6
http://www.lwml.org/mission-grant-7
http://www.lwml.org/mission-grant-8
http://www.lwml.org/mission-grant-9
http://www.lwml.org/mission-grant-10
http://www.lwml.org/mission-grant-11
http://www.lwml.org/mission-grant-11
http://www.lwml.org/mission-grant-12
http://www.lwml.org/mission-grant-13
http://www.lwml.org/mission-grant-14
http://www.lwml.org/mission-grant-15
http://www.lwml.org/mission-grant-16
http://www.lwml.org/mission-grant-17
http://www.lwml.org/mission-grant-18
http://www.lwml.org/mission-grant-18
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Here are some photos from the “Family Life” event 
sponsored by the LWML on May 16.  It was a wonderful 
Saturday morning filled with music by some of the talented 
young ladies in our congregation (Rachel and Elizabeth 
Franck and Anna and Greta Wodny), as well as speakers 
from our own congregation sharing stories of their own 
family life (Gayle Franck, Evelyn Frazier, Robin Muench and 
Carol Walczak).  We also had a Bible study and LWML 
meeting, and ended the event with a wonderful lunch 
prepared by Judy Hoops and Kaye Tanttari.  Membership in 
the LWML is open to any woman who is a member of the 
congregation – we would love to have you join us next time! 
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Mt. Olive Food Shelf News 

As expected, our overflowing pantry from 

the beginning of the year has gone down 

quite a bit, at times looking like Old Mother 

Hubbard’s Cupboard! Our weekly visits 

continue to increase and we have been very 

short on certain popular items, such as soup, 

fruit, canned pasta and meat, peanut butter 

and cereal. We still have about $1,200 left 

from the initial large donations and ongoing monthly donations, 

however, $300 is being spent every month and this is not always 

adequate to keep up with the need. One hundred dollars of this has been 

coming out of the Family Assistance Fund each month, but to keep these 

funds available for other needs, we have stopped this and will attempt to 

rely on just the food shelf money. 

There is about $100 received per month from members, and some food 

brought in each week, and we continue to be very thankful for this! 

Connie reports that the people who come in are very appreciative of our 

food shelf, and she still gives out some Bibles, also.  

As a reminder, cash/check donations can be 

placed in the offering plate and marked “food 

shelf.” Other needed food donations, besides 

those listed above, include jelly/jam, tuna 

and other canned meat, canned meals (chow 

mein, stew), canned veggies, rice, mac and 

cheese, ramen, pasta and pasta sauce, juice, 

peanuts and microwave popcorn. Popular 

non-food items are deodorant, toothpaste, 

shampoo/conditioner, lotion and soap. 

Statistics beginning 4/26/10 – total served = 99; 
2011 total served = 229;   
2012 total served = 251 (26 Bibles); 
2013 total served = 317 (20 Bibles);  
2014 total served = 452 (10 Bibles); 
Total served thru April = 149 (1 Bible); May to date = 30 
Actual monthly totals are posted on the cabinet door in the Upper 
Room. 
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News from 

Lutheran Island Camp 

www.islandcamp.org 

 

Greetings in Christ! 

There will be an adult choir singing at the Christ Serve Ranch 

Dedication Service on Saturday, August 29th, and we need voices!!!  

Miriam Mueller will be directing the choir for two songs.  If you would 

like to volunteer yourself or your choir to sing during this event, please 

email Miriam at dedication@christserveranch.org and she will be in 

touch about all the details. 

We continue planning for the Christ Serve Ranch Dedication. Here are 

a few things to know. We are encouraging congregations to bring buses 

and fill them with people of all ages. There should be plenty of parking 

but a bus trip can be especially enjoyable. Pastors, we will be including 

you in the worship processional so please bring your robes. More details 

will be forthcoming. We will be having an adult choir as well as a 

children's choir (ages 8-14). For both of those let us know of your 

interest by e-mailing us at dedication@christserveranch.org or by calling 

us at 218-583-2905. We will put you in touch with the right people. We 

have a very informative website page just on the dedication. You can get 

to it from both the Lutheran Island Camp website and the Christ Serve 

Ranch website. The pages are continuously being updated with new 

information.  

 
Question and Answer: 
Question: do you still have the Little Lambs camp? 

Answer: Yes we do. We actually added a weekend this summer. Little 

lambs are campers who are 3-6 who want to come to camp but want to 

stay with mom or dad or grandma or grandpa.  Check out the events we 

have scheduled by going to the camp website. 

 
Don’t forget the Quilt Auction coming up on the first Saturday, 

August 1st. 

http://www.islandcamp.org/
mailto:dedication@christserveranch.org
mailto:dedication@christserveranch.org
http://islandcamp.org/
http://www.christserveranch.org/
http://www.christserveranch.org/
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The coffee hour on June 7 
will be a Brownie Sunday 
fundraiser for LCMS World 
Relief's disaster relief 
efforts in Nepal. Thrivent 
Action Teams will be 
supporting the fundraiser, 
so all funds raised will do 

directly to LCMS World Relief. Join us for coffee, fellowship, and 
please donate to help those hard-hit by the recent earthquake. 

 
Coffee Hour:   
All coffee money donations during the summer 

months will go into the kitchen fund and will be 

used to replenish the kitchen supplies.  The money 

is used to buy coffee, kool-aid, cups, plates, etc.  

We are in need of coffee servers for the 

summer months.  Please find a Sunday that 

works for you and find a friend to help you serve.  

It only takes 2-3 people to serve coffee.  You 

don't have to serve a meal, just coffee and a little 

goodie to go with it.  If you haven't served in a 

while, why not pick a Sunday now and make 

some coffee and goodies.

 
Mt. Olive is conducting another “Baby 
Bottle Drive”, and you are invited to 
participate in this endeavor to serve our 
neighbors in need.  This is a prolife 
fundraising effort to support the “Crib Club” 
at our Duluth Women’s Care Center, a place 
of help and refuge for at-risk mothers and 
their pre-born children.  Help us support and 
protect our Lord’s gift of life.  Contact Randy 
or Robin Muench for further information.  
Thank you. 

“Behold, children are a heritage from the Lord….” Psalm 127:3 
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Library News: 
   
Do you know that Mt. Olive has the best Christian 
library in the City of Duluth?  Okay, maybe that’s just 
my opinion, but we do have an incredible selection of 
Christian books and DVDs that appeal to all ages.  
Come browse and check out a book or two! 

Did you also know that your library takes requests? 
You can ask that your favorite Christian book/movie be 
ordered just by filling out the wish list, located on the file 
cabinet in the library. Please include the name of the 
book or movie, the author and your name, in case we 
have questions.  We also accept donations of used 
Christian books or movies (DVD) that you no longer 
want to keep. 
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2015 Minnesota State Bible Bowlers 
Answer Questions on the Gospel of Luke 

62 youth from 15 congregations in Minnesota made up the 19 teams who 
studied and inwardly digested the Gospel of Luke and came to the light boards 
at the 2015 Minnesota State Bible Bowl held on February 28th at Concordia 
University in St. Paul. Following the team and individual competitions there was 
the presentation of team trophies, closing prayer, the singing of the Common 
Doxology, and the trip home. Participants in the Bible Bowl and guests recalled 
Christ’s redeeming work was for us and the world. We are called to love Him 
with our whole being and our neighbors as ourselves. Concordia University 
provided the participants and fans with a delicious meal and a beautiful setting 
for the Bible Bowl. We were also blessed with the opportunity to see the 
handwritten St. John’s Bible on display in the library. Some participants also 
won a drawing and received a Concordia University t-shirt. All praise and glory 
be to the Father who created us, the Son, Jesus who redeemed us, and the 
Holy Spirit who enables us to believe and live our faith! Thanks be to God who 
blesses those who study, believe, and live His Word! Everyone in the Word is a 
winner! The 2016 Bible Bowl is March 12 at CSP. The topic will be made known 
later in the year. Please keep the Bible Bowl in your prayers. 
 

Sixth Place Team – Mount Olive Lutheran Church, Duluth:  
Coach: Rev. Robert Franck, Elizabeth Franck,  Rachel Franck, Jacob 
Franck, Jesse Robison, Coach Teresa Koivula 
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Founded in 1969 by Mark Aamot, the Minnesota All-State Lutheran 

Choir (MASLC), is currently under the direction of Dr. Thomas D. 
Rossin. During its 40 plus years, the choir has grown to include 
over 1,450 alumni who have shared sacred music and Christian 
witness in approximately 150 churches throughout the state.  

Each year high school students all over the state audition for the 
40-65 voice choir. In June, the choir assembles at beautiful Mt. 
Carmel Camp near Alexandria. There, in seclusion, the singers 

participate in eight days of rehearsal, Bible study and discussion 
concerning the meaning of the texts they will be singing on the 
tour.  

The concept of the choir is based on a concern and a belief. 

The concern is the lack of participation of older high school 
students in Bible Camp programs and church music. The belief is 
that young people, through the medium of choral music, can have 

a spiritual experience and express their faith through singing.  

The program has two main goals: the first is to provide young 
people with a spiritually aesthetic experience. Rehearsals are the 
main activity of the camp, and it is through these rehearsals, the 
related devotions, and small group discussions that the students 
grow in their personal faith. The belief that the sensitivity and 

language of music can foster such an atmosphere for growth has 
been proven beyond our greatest expectations. The camp, 

however, is only the beginning.  
The concert tour which follows (the second goal) provides the 
realization of that faith-building experience. The enthusiasm for 
church music is transferred from the choir to the congregations 
visited on tour. Part of each concert is a congregational hymn-sing 

in which the choir members sit among the congregation, joining in 
the hymns of the Lutheran church, old and new. The choir hopes to 
convey to congregations the joy of involvement in music during 
worship. 
 

 

http://www.mountcarmelministries.com/
http://www.mountcarmelministries.com/
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Thursday, June 25
th

 

7:30 p.m. 

Lord of Life Lutheran Church 

6190 Fairview Rd, Baxter, Minnesota 

 

Wednesday, July 25
th

 

7:00 p.m. 

Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church 

12650 Johnny Cake Ridge Rd, Apple Valley, Minnesota 

Free-will offering 

 
Greetings from Lutheran Student Fellowship! 

We ended the semester with an overview of the 

Lutheran Bible Companion.  We also enjoyed a 

bowling outing together.  LSF will be taking a 

few months off as our members head off to 

various summer destinations.  We look forward to 

getting together again in the Fall to resume our 

meetings and great discussions of God's word on 

Tuesdays beginning September 1
st
!  We hope you 

all have happy and safe summers.  

 

God's Blessings, 

Rebekah Franck, 

LSF Campus Coordinator 
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This year, three youth and two adults are 
going to be going to the Higher Things 
youth conference in Grand Rapids, 
Michigan. The theme this year is "Te 
Deum," from the canticle "We Praise You 
and Acknowledge You, O Lord." Please 
keep Elizabeth Franck, Rachel Franck, 
Jacob Franck, and the chaperones Gayle 

and Hannah Franck, in your prayers as they travel to and from the 
conference which is being held July 21-24.  
(link here: http://higherthings.org/conferences/tedeum2015 

 

The ACT will hold a fundraiser on Sunday, July 19, during 

the coffee fellowship to raise funds for their trip to Higher 

Things.  An explanation of the 

conference will be presented during 

the fellowship time.  At this time it 

might be pie and ice cream social. It’ll 

be a fun and informative time. 

 

Benefit for Betsy Reiff 

The Rebecca Circle and the LWML are sponsoring a salad 
bar lunch fundraiser on July 12 following the church 
service.  All donations from the luncheon will go to Betsy 

Reiff.  As some of you may know, 
Betsy is the daughter-in-law of our 
organist, Rachel Reiff.  Betsy is 
battling colon cancer, recently had 
surgery and is due to have some 
more surgeries. 

http://higherthings.org/conferences/tedeum2015


24  Highlights                                                                             June/July 2015 

VӒLKOMMEN – You are invited to attend a Midsommar Fest on 
Monday, June 15, 2015 at Lutheran Church of the Good 
Shepherd, 1325 N 45th Ave W, Duluth, MN 55804. At 12:30 you 

can make a wildflower crown and/or paint a Swedish 
Dala horse.  At 2:00 the Cloudberries, a women’s 
choral group from the American Swedish Institute will 
entertain us with Scandinavian musical.  At 3:00 pm 

we go outside to decorate  the Majstång (Maypole) 
and with wild flowers, sing, and dance around it  
After the majstång, we will have coffee/punch and.  
Swedish goodies.  A $5.00 donation is  requested 
for adults and children are free.  The event is 
sponsored by the Swedish Cultural Society of 
Duluth. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

“Earthlings from Outer Space” 

 
is an intergalactic journey from planet to 
planet, discovering unique ways of living 

and being, realizing what others may have 
to teach us. 

 
Aliens, Space Invaders, Astronauts, Space 
Queens, Evil Overlords, Henchmen – this 

show is chock full of fun, exciting 
characters and worlds to discover. 

 
All ages will enjoy exploring: 

Are we really that different from one 
another?   

Who are we?   
Where do we belong?  

 Why are we afraid of the unknown? 
Who do we want to share our world with? 
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Births and Baptisms: 

We welcomed Fenix Kain Blacketter into 
membership at Mt. Olive through the Sacrament of 
Baptism on May 24

th
.  Fenix was born on January 

10, 2015, to Harriet Chambers and Dustin 
Blacketter.  His sponsors are Peter Nelson and 
Carolyn Nelson.  We wish God’s blessings on this 
family. 
 
We also welcomed Alexis Taytum Wandersee 
into membership at Mt. Olive through the 
Sacrament of Baptism on May 24

th
.  Alexis was 

born on April 24, 2015, to Michael and Melissa Wandersee.  Her 
sponsors are Dianne Dranginis, Tom Dodds and Jordan Hagen.  We 

wish God’s blessings on this family. 
 

New Members: 
 
We welcomed the Wandersee family as members of Mt. Olive.  
Melissa and Blake (celebrated his 5th birthday on May 17th) were 
members of a Lutheran Church in Albert Lea, Minnesota.  Michael 
(a conductor for CN Railroad out of Superior) will be attending as 
a visitor.  Melissa is a stay at home Mom who enjoys crafting, 
scrapbooking and spending time with family.  Blake loves playing 
outside and his legos.  Welcome to Mt. Olive. 
 
Michael and Melissa Wandersee 
1007 N 14th Ave East 
Duluth, MN 55805 
(218) 576-6845 
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June Anniversaries 
 

1 

14 

15 

18 

21 

24 

30 

Mark and Teresa Koivula, 19 years 

Mike and Joddy Polzin, 35years 

Jim and Evelyn Frazier, 58 years 

Luke and Holly Petrich, 10 years 

Jon and Jo Ann Bollman, 40 years 

Jake and Kaye Tanttari, 35 years 

Dave and Carol Duncan, 52 years 

 

June Birthdays
 

2 

4 

6 

  9 

10 

11 

13 

15 

 

17 

 

 

 

Marty Robinson 

Michelle Clark 

Nikki Gibson 

Melissa Wandersee 

Carol Farchmin 

Dagmar Seybold 

Tyler Parker 

Gloria Parendo 

Janis Andrus 

Kathy Hass 

Anna Wodny 

 

20 

 

21 

23 

24 

25 

26 

 

27 

28 

 

Kay Stonemark 

Arden Weaver 

JoEll Petz 

Matthew Gibson 

Julie Jones 

Kari Shearer 

Renee Igo 

Scott Igo 

Erin Miller 

Peggy Gastler 
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July Anniversaries 
  2 Gary & Carolyn Werkhoven, 21 years 

  7 Mike & Roxanne Wilmes, 8 years 

  8 Phil & Corey Stephenson, 15 years 

12 Doug & Holly Chambers, 46 years  

19 Dick & Peggy Gastler, 36 years 

30 Tom & Barb Wedward, 60 years 

 

July Birthdays 
  3 Walt Reier 

 Michael Wandersee 

 5 Rose Hein 

 Caroline Anderson 

  7 Lewis Reinemann 

  8 Jon Bollman 

13 Kurt Farchmin 

16 Kris Johnson 

19 Nicole Swanum 

20 JoAnn Reier 

  Kaye Tanttari 

21 Jerry Moen 

22 Jesse Robison 

23 Jason Sloan 

24 Dave Sheedy 

27 Willem Anderson 

29  Irene Hagberg 

30 Clara Wodny 

31 Tim Jezierski 

 Nathan Pickett 

 Vernon Saxe 
 

. 
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Those Serving Mt. Olive in JUNE 2015 

Ushers 

6/07 – Bill Cary and Peter Pierce 

6/14 – Dave Erven and Matthew Gibson 

6/21 – Jack Mossbarger and Peter Pierce 

6/28 – Bill Cary and Josef Muench 

Communion Assistants 

6/07 – Jon Farchmin and SteveTrogdon 

6/14 – Jon Farchmin and Bob Iverson 

6/21 – Jeff Suronen and Ed Martinson 

6/28 – Bob Iverson and Steve Trogdon 

Acolytes      Crucifer 

6/07 – Greta Wodny   Grant Wodny 

6/14 – Camille Jones   Grant Wodny  

6/21 – Jacob Franck   Jacob Franck 

6/28 – Abigail Franck   Matt Gibson  

Greeters 

6/07 – Ed and Jayne Martinson 

6/14 – Ed and Jayne Martinson 

6/21 – Jeff and Selma Stephenson 

6/28 – Ray Rodenwald 

Counters 

6/07 – Jon and Carol Farchmin 

6/14 – Julie Reinemann 

6/21 – Julie Igo and Kathy Hass 

6/28 –  

Coffee Fellowship 

6/07 – Nepal Fundraiser 

6/14 –  

6/21 –  

6/28 – LWML 

Altar Guild:  

6/07 – Dave and Colette Warren 

6/14 – Ed and Jayne Martinson 

6/21 – Carol Walczak and Selma Stephenson 

6/28 – Jake and Kaye Tanttari 

 

Pastor Franck:  revfranck@msn.com  
Church Office:  mtoliveduluth@msn.com 

mailto:revfranck@msn.com
mailto:mtoliveduluth@msn.com

