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Fall Schedules in Full Swing….
With this being the September newsletter, there is much to read about
the fall activities starting up. And they certainly are important. Please
take note of them: Sunday School, Bible studies such as the LIfeLight
study on Sunday afternoons, Student Bible studies on Tuesday evenings,
confirmation classes, and so on. I hope a new member class or two will
start soon. As the academic year begins for students, we all should
remind ourselves to learn and grow particularly in God’s Word, which is
so important for our Christian faith. There is also information here
about our sanctuary window project moving forward.
And yet, in a monthly column in which I make comments on not only
the Christian faith and Mount Olive, but also happenings in our society, I
can’t help but say something, difficult as the topic is, about the videos
being released by the Center for Medical Progress regarding the
abortion practices at Planned Parenthood and the harvesting of fetal
organs.
It is amazing and even shocking to see how each video reveals more and
deeper and disheartening information about what goes on with these
abortions. Over the last few weeks, more have been released with more
condemning information. And yet, if you rely on mainstream news for
reporting, I doubt you will have heard much at all about these, or if you
have, it will have been highly slanted towards a defense of Planned
Parenthood.
Basically, this organization (CMP) did undercover work to determine
what was going on with the harvesting of fetal tissue after abortions,
and with the help of former employees of bio firms, reveal practices
such as changing abortion procedures to be able to harvest more and
better organs, even taking babies born alive and cutting them up to get
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the most money and best organs from them, including harvesting a
brain from a still-alive baby.
It is just sickening. It reminds me, in many ways, of the immoral
societies that the Old Testament prophets spoke so strongly against,
including those that practiced child sacrifice. Those societies in many
cases faced God’s just judgment, and yet in other cases, repented and
were forgiven.
The outrage and outcry being delivered by many of those seeing or
hearing about these videos is at least a small bright spot in these recent
events. Despite a seeming media blackout on this topic that is in many
ways much like the trial of abortionist and murderer Kermit Gosnell a
couple years ago, you can still read about these things at alternative
news sites such as World News Group, The Federalist, Issues, Etc.,
among others, and you can watch the videos on the internet. Politicians
are under pressure to investigate and change laws to prevent this if
possible.
What can we as individuals do about all
this? Many things. We can pray for our
country. We can talk about these things
to others around us. As difficult as this
topic might be, these videos help bring a clarity to what some people
want to be a gray area. "There is a great resource on our LCMS web site
with a statement from our leaders and other things we can do at
http://blogs.lcms.org/2015/call-for-action-on-abortion "
All of the Ten Commandments are given by God to protect His great
gifts to us. The Fifth Commandment, “You shall not murder,” exists to
protect God’s great gift of life. We as individuals, as a church, and as a
society, will face God’s judgment when we fail to do the same. God’s
law points out sin in each of us. But as I said above, God’s Word also
calls us as individuals, as a church, and as a society, to repentance and
to the forgiveness for sin won for us through Jesus Christ our Lord. It is
in that we trust and rejoice.
In Christ,

Pastor Rob Franck
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Sponsoring Congregations:
Mt. Olive Lutheran, Duluth
Peace in Christ Lutheran, Hermantown
Christ Lutheran Church, Superior
St. Matthews Lutheran, Esko
Shepherd of the Lake Lutheran, Two Harbors
This course challenges students to recognize and embrace their roles as Christ’s
witnesses. Students will identify witnessing obstacles and receive biblical tools
to overcome them. They will learn to recognize and to initiate faith-sharing
conversations. Students will practice sharing their faith in unique contexts and
within relationship models they may likely encounter. This course provides
ample hands-on application to increase confidence.
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Greetings Fellow Congregants,
On Tuesday, August 18th, we held a voter’s meeting to discuss the
window replacement project. God has been good to us and
provided very good pricing for our window project. The total cost
came in below my initial estimates. The voters unanimously
approved an $80,000 loan that includes refinancing the remaining
$26,000 balance on the loan for the boiler. This will allow us to
proceed with replacing the windows and get new carpet for the
basement. Jim Perrault construction will be the contractor with a
low bid of $15,420. The 4 other bids ranged from $30,000 to
$130,000. The windows will cost $42,000 and Genesis will charge
$26,000 for the stained glass restoration. Pledges are at $38,500
with $27,000 being collected so far. Carpet will cost around
$10,000. With $5500 in undesignated memorials, spending $5500
and borrowing $10,000 from capital improvements against the
uncollected pledges, this project is very affordable for us. We
intend to continue paying $750 per month (I wrongly wrote last
month it was $700) in order to pay back the loan within 11 years.
If finances dictate, we can reduce that amount, but it will take
longer to pay back. Repayment will be much faster if we receive
more pledges, and that is where you can help. Please, please,
please prayerfully consider pledging. A plaque will be placed
below each window that has received a pledge denoting the donor
and designating whom the memorial is for. If all goes well, the
windows will be installed by mid November with the stained glass
installed at a later date once Genesis has completed the restoration.
Have a blessed September.
Yours in Christ,
Bob Iverson
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“This is the day the Lord
has made, let us be glad
and rejoice in it.”
Psalm 118:24

Hurray!!
My favorite time of year is almost here – FALL!! The first day of
autumn is Wednesday, September 23rd. Fall colors – cooler days and
evenings – football (Vikings vs Packers coming up!) – school starts –
evenings by the fire pit enjoying the wonder of God’s creation. I
absolutely LOVE Fall!!
It was another “summer” of working at the
lake – and enjoying the beauty God has
bestowed on all of us – the grace of the
trees swaying in the breeze, listening to the
call of the loons and watching them swim
by with their babies, watching the eagles
soar above the cabin and even the
cleverness of the squirrels as they can still get to the bird feeders. It’s
been a beautiful summer. I especially appreciate the beauty of the
flowers planted in front of the church every morning when I arrive for
work. The “garden angels” have done (and always do) a great job with
its upkeep. Nice work! Thank you! (This bears repeating ) These are
just a few of the things I will miss from Mt. Olive when I retire at the end
of November!
The next quarterly devotions will be out before the end of the month. Be
sure to pick up your copy or bring one to a homebound friend. And, as
always, be sure to check your mailboxes for any new (and old)
information that is there. The newsletter deadline for the October issue
is Thursday, September 10th. Time creeps up rather quickly, so please
keep that in mind.
Be sure to read this month’s issue in its entirety. There are some very
informative articles that need your attention.
Be safe this Labor Day weekend &.... Happy Fall!
God Bless you!

Connie
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Mt. Olive Voters Meeting
8/18/15
Meeting was called to order at 7:08 PM
Pr. Franck led a devotion from Psalm 106: 1-5 and 1 Corinthians 10-11
Pastor Franck’s report
 Membership changes in 2015
o Pastor has attempted to reach out to inactives. Some
have responded but 46 did not. These 46 were removed
from membership after several attempts to contact. 7
members were removed due to death. Two added
through Baptism. Four members have transferred their
memberships to Mt. Olive. In summary, baptized
members have gone from 293 to 240 in 2015.
 The Synod Convention will be July 9 – 14, 2016. Each
congregation in the Synod can nominate a Lay person to attend.
Jeff Suronen has shown interest and is able to attend. Motion
was passed to have Jeff’s name submitted from Mt. Olive as a
possible Lay candidate to attend next year’s convention.
Treasurer’s Report (Kaye Tanttari)
 Operating balance is $1000 more than the start of 2015 as of July
31.
 58% of income has been received and 58% of the budgets
expenses have been paid.
 There is $29,000 in the Capital Improvement fund. $25.000 is
undesignated.
 There is $5500 in the Memorial Funds that are undesignated.
The Furnace loan started at $40,000. $26,000 is the current balance left.
There is $27,000 currently in the window fund account.
Executive Director Report (Bob Iverson)
 Bob presented an overview of the next phase of window
upgrades which will involve replacing all of the side windows
and repairing all of the stained glass. This will improve the
energy efficiency of the Sanctuary once completed. Marvin
Windows was the only manufacturer who was willing to work
with the dimensions of our stained glass with a bid of $42,000.
Bid’s for installation were as follows: Perralt ($15,420), Knutson
($30.520), Kaski ($36,680), Holm ($44,125), Rihuloma
($126,109). Also, with the past small cost overrun during the
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Boiler installation, Bob proposes a 10% contingency to cover
any cost overruns with this phase of the window project.


Bob presented the following proposal for discussion
Windows (Marvin Windows)
Installation (Perralt)
Stained Glass Restoration (Genesis)
Subtotal
10% Contingency
Total

$42,000
$15,420
$26,000
$83,420
$ 8,580
$92,000

Boiler balance
Total

$26,000
$118,000

Pledges received to date
Balance
Undesignated Memorials
Total Remaining balance
Undesignated Capital Improvements
Borrow from Capital Improvements

$27,000 of $38,449.60
$91,000
$ 5,500
$85,500
$ 5,500
$10,000

(uncollected pledges)

Balance for loan
Optional carpet
Total loan
LCEF Unsecured

$70,000
$10,000
$80,000

Variable 3.875 $70,000 $514/15years or $746/9.3 yrs
$80,000 $587/15years or $746/11yrs

Ray Rodenwald made the following motion. Mt. Olive should take out
an $80,000 loan from LCEF with a variable rate of 3.875 which is
reassessed annually. As long as the churches finances remain strong,
monthly payments should be $750 per month. If the churches income
falls short, then make the minimum payment of $587 per month. After
discussion, Pam Reinemann seconded the motion and the motion passed
unanimously.
 Bob finished by saying that the windows could be installed this
fall with the stained glass restoration completed by Easter. He
then invited those interested to look at the carpet samples he
brought and to ask any questions about the upcoming projects.
 Meeting adjourned at 7:45 PM with the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted,
Jon Farchmin
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LifeLight Begins September 13th
You are invited to a new season of LifeLight Bible
studies. LifeLight are in-depth personal and
group studies that help you grow in your faith life.
Ezra/Nehemiah is our study this fall. These two
Old Testament books record the Lord's
restoration of the Israelites to their homeland
from exile in Babylonia.





Pick-up an Ezra/Nehemiah study guide from the narthex
display.
Use the envelopes provided to pay $9.00 for your book via
Sunday offering.
Prepare for the first session by completing Lesson 1 in
advance.
Join us Sunday evening, Sept. 13, 6:30-8:00, in the Upper
Room.

LifeLight is for all Christians no matter how familiar or unfamiliar
you are with Scriptures. Everyone learns from each lesson and
genuinely welcomes new members to the group. We laugh
together. Encounter questions we can't answer, and listen to one
another's personal experiences related to study topics. It's all part
of our weekly meetings that bring us closer to the LORD and each
other.
Please contact Pastor Franck or Julie Igo with your questions.
“In him was life, and that life was the light of men.” John 1:4
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Campus Ministry Highlights:
Hello Everyone, I hope you a fantastic
summer. It went by so fast as it always seems
to do. We will be starting our bible studies
soon and so to start it off we will have a get
together on Tuesday, September 1st at 7pm,
in the basement of Mt. Olive Lutheran Church,
2012 E Superior St. We will be having pizza
and discussing the upcoming year. :) Hope to
see you there! If anyone needs a ride please let us know.
Elizabeth and Rachel Franck

Sunday School
First day of Sunday school is September 13.
Again there will be two classes—one for the
youngest children (preschool through about
1st grade) with Jayne Martinson, and middle
kids (pre-confirmation) with Gayle Franck.
Older children are welcome to join the adult
class.

Confirmation
Confirmation classes will begin Wednesday,
September 9th, at 3:00 p.m. on Wednesdays. This is
the third year of three, with the class focusing on the
Small Catechism and reviewing the Gospel of Luke.

Home School Choir
The Duluth area Homeschool Choir will be rehearsing at Mount
Olive again on Wednesday afternoons at 4:00 p.m. If you know a
homeschool family interested in a choir experience, let Pastor
Franck know.
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News from
Lutheran Island Camp
www.islandcamp.org

Q: What is the purpose of Christ Serve Ranch?
A: Christ Serve Ranch is the only science and environmental
learning center that teaches, science, outdoor education, leadership,
and the environment from a Lutheran, Christian, Biblical
worldview.
Q: Isn’t Christ Serve Ranch a horse ranch?
A: Horses play an important part in what we do. We use them to
teach with. We use them to transport people to exhibits and
throughout the property. And, we use the horses to recruit campers
who might not come to camp if it weren’t for that. Even as
important as the horses are, we actually had more campers at
Christ Serve Ranch participating in our science, servant events,
and other programs than we did horse camps.
Christ Serve Ranch is located in the middle of Otter Tail
County just off county road 5. The property is in the heart of
lake country in Minnesota, within 45 miles of over 1000
lakes. The ranch has 275 acres and
includes 2200 feet of lake shore on West
Mason Lake, a great little recreational
lake ideal for canoeing, kayaking,
fishing, and observing water fowl. We
are hoping to be able to acquire the
property yet this spring.
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LWML Circle News:
Lydia Circle will meet for a noon lunch and
get together on Thursday, September 3rd.
Come early (11:15) for a Bible study. Join
them for lunch and fellowship. Don’t forget to
bring a sandwich!!
Priscilla Circle will resume their schedule on Monday, September
14th, at 4:30 p.m. Next month they will go back to the first
Monday.
Quilting will resume once again on the fourth Wednesday
beginning on September 23rd at 9:30 a.m.
Rebecca Circle will meet Saturday, September 19th at 1:00 for
dessert and coffee and a Planning Meeting at the home of Barb
Wedward..
Don’t forget that the first Sunday of each month is
LWML Mite Sunday!!

Our LWML group decided this year to assemble kits for men and
women which will be sent to the Orphan Grain Train. Kits are sent
to disaster, needy, or war areas and we felt that often the adults
get overlooked when it comes to help. Hygiene kits are
appropriate for men or women and the Feminine kits are for the
special needs of women and girls. We hope to have them
completed by the end of October.
More detailed directions will be on the entryway hall table and a
collection box will be in the Upper Room. Since people receiving
these kits are in very basic and maybe hostile situations we are
told to be careful in what is sent. Towels and washcloths should
not be very thick (dry more easily) and dark-colored. Items should
not have certain artwork. Religious symbols could endanger lives
or even acceptance into some areas. Geometric patterns, plants,
bright colors are good.
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If you would like to sew or have a serger for some of the items,
please sign up when asked. There is only one tricky project; the
rest are straight stitching. We will need some help cutting out. The
Feminine kit is designed to last for three years!
Watch for more information and directions for these most welcome
and useful kits!

Hygiene Kit
1 bath towel
1 wash cloth
1 bath-size bar soap
1 adult-size toothbrush
1 sturdy comb
6 Band-Aids (1/2-3/4 inch)
1 stick deodorant (opt.)
Feminine Kit
2 one-gallon Ziplock freezer bags
1 travel-size bar soap
1 wash cloth
2-3 pairs of panties
(girls size 10-14)
2 panty shields
8 tri-fold panty liners
1 drawstring bag

Items in italics need sewing and special attention.
Fabrics will be provided.
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LWML Fall Rally
Saturday, November 7th
The LWML Fall Rally is set for Saturday, November 7 with
registration beginning at 10:00. Pastor Jeffrey Lee will speak
on “Suicide” and the ingathering will be items for the Mount
Olive Food Shelf. Pastor Lee’s message is “My grace is
sufficient for you,” based on 2 Corinthians 12:9, and offers
information on prevention and comfort.
Our new Regional Vice President, Carol Westendorf from
Barnum, is completing Judy Uran’s term because Judy has
resigned the job due to health reasons. We thank Judy for her
many years of joyous service to the Lord and our LWML, and
pray for strength and patience as she rests and recovers.
More info will be sent, but we wanted you to know the date as plans for Fall
activities are being set.

-

Kathy Hass, Secretary

Altar Guild News:
The annual Altar Guild meeting will be held in the ACT room on
Sunday, September 27, after the church service. We will set the schedule
for the upcoming year as well as go over any items of concern. I will
keep the schedule the same as the past year. If you want to change it up
and have a different month, let me know.
We have openings for Altar Guild
members, so please prayerfully consider
joining the Altar Guild. We currently
have teams that are in need of additional
people to help out. The duties entail
setting up the altar for Holy Communion
for one month out of the year. If you are
interested in joining the Altar Guild,
please contact me.
Carol Walczak
(rcjwalczak@charter.net; 591-9918)
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Sunday September 20th – Mission Sunday
District CROSS Appeal
Our Lutheran Day Schools of the Minnesota North District provide
a quality education! This is due largely to the highly dedicated and
highly skilled individuals God has blessed each of our schools with
who comprise the faculties and staffs of our schools. God has
blessed each of our schools with gifted teachers who are
absolutely passionate about providing the highest quality of
Christian education they possibly can. Each of our schools and
each of our teachers are blessings to each and all of the children
in their classrooms!
That blessing of God goes directly to
what I want to share with you next.
Namely, the CROSS Appeal. The
CROSS
Appeal
provides
the
opportunity to each and every
congregation of our Minnesota North
District and within that, to each and every member of those
congregations, to have a hand and a part in providing a quality
Christ-centered education to all of the children enrolled in one of
our Christian Day Schools by sharing a financial gift. When a gift
is given to the CROSS Appeal, that entire gift is then equally
divided among our schools. Each of our schools, in turn, uses
your gift to strengthen their school’s educational ministry in a way
which otherwise would not have been financially feasible for them.
In essence, each gift to the CROSS Appeal is a blessing from God
to each of our schools. Making it even more personal, each gift to
the CROSS Appeal is a blessing from God to each of the children
attending our schools!
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Food for your body • Food for your soul.
As expected, our overflowing pantry from
the beginning of the year has gone down
quite a bit, at times looking like Old Mother
Hubbard’s Cupboard! Our weekly visits
continue to increase and we have been very
short on certain popular items, such as
soup, fruit, canned pasta and meat, peanut
butter and cereal. We still have about
$1,200 left from the initial large donations and ongoing monthly
donations, however, $300 is being spent every month and this is not
always adequate to keep up with the need. One hundred dollars of this
has been coming out of the Family Assistance Fund each month, but to
keep these funds available for other needs, we have stopped this and will
attempt to rely on just the food shelf money.
There is about $100 received per month from members, and some food
brought in each week, and we continue to be very thankful for this!
Connie reports that the people who come in are very appreciative of our
food shelf, and she still gives out some Bibles, also.
As a reminder, cash/check donations can be
placed in the offering plate and marked “food
shelf.” Other needed food donations, besides
those listed above, include jelly/jam, tuna and
other canned meat, canned meals (chow mein,
stew), canned veggies, rice, mac and cheese,
ramen, pasta and pasta sauce, juice, peanuts and
microwave popcorn. Popular non-food items are
deodorant, toothpaste, shampoo/conditioner, lotion and soap.
Statistics beginning 4/26/10 – total served = 99;
2011 total served = 229;
2012 total served = 251 (26 Bibles);
2013 total served = 317 (20 Bibles);
2014 total served = 452 (10 Bibles);
Total served thru July = 289 (8 Bibles); August to date = 28 (1 Bible)
Actual monthly totals are posted on the cabinet door in the Upper
Room.
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Thank you notes:
This past July a group of us
from Mt. Olive went to
Calvin College in Grand
Rapids, Michigan to the
Higher Things conference.
This year's theme was Te
Deum. We praise you and
acknowledge you, O God
was the focus of all our
group sessions. The worship services were amazing. The days were
packed with Matins, Vespers, Evening Prayer and two Divine Services
during the week. In between the services were classes presented by
pastors on the catechism, parables, the Lord's Supper, marriage, and
how to respond as a Christian to things going on in the world. The
evenings were full of fun activities like swimming, line dancing, dodge
ball, talent shows or sleep. We learned so much about our worship and
liturgy during this conference. Thank you so much Mt. Olive for
supporting our fund raisers to help us attend Higher Things. These
memories we have of the conference we will treasure forever.


Dear Members of Mt. Olive Lutheran and their LWML,
Thank you so very much for your prayers and support of
Daniel and I as we battle my cancer. Thank you for all
the work you did to put together such a successful
fundraiser on my behalf, and for the funds raised. You
have been so very generous. And have blessed us greatly.
Thank You!
Love,
Your sister-in-Christ,
Betsy Reiff
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We offer our prayers and
condolences to the family of
Mabel Hermann who passed
away on Sunday, August 9th.
Services were held at Mt.
Olive Lutheran Church on
Saturday, August 16th. May
God grant Mabel’s family
comfort and peace during this
time of loss.
In addition, we offer our prayers and condolences to the family of
Arlene Ruzich who passed away on Tuesday, August 18th. Services
were held at Mt. Olive Lutheran Church on Saturday, August 22nd.
May God grant Arlene’s family comfort and peace during this time of
loss.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
on the Birth of Dick Gastler’s Grandson,
Declan Ried Henry Fletcher
on Wednesday, August 12th!
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September Birthdays
2
3
4
6
9
11
12
14
19
25
27

Andy Thompson
Grant Wodny
John Hass
Sandy Iverson
Carol Walczak
Jackie Reinemann
Jeff Stephenson
Brent Warren
Nate Beaver
Bob Iverson
Virginia Rodenwald
LaDonna Bode
Ethel Nehls
Sally Polzin

September
Anniversaries
6

Ed and Jayne Martinson, 17 years

Congratulations and Best Wishes to
Rebekah Franck and Phil Stebbing who were
married on Thursday, August 6th. May God
bless their union as they begin their lives
together as one.

