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Notes from the Pastor:
October is a traditional month in the
Lutheran Church to remember the
reformation. It was on October 31, 1517
that Martin Luther nailed the 95 Theses on
the door to the church in Wittenberg, an
event that has come to be associated with
the larger activities that brought about a
real change in the church. The 500th
anniversary of this event is coming up in
two years, and I am sure there will be many
reminders and opportunities to celebrate
this.
Reformation is not just a one-time thing. The first of Luther’s theses was
this: When our Lord and Master Jesus Christ said “Repent,” he intended
that the entire life of believers should be repentance.
Our life as Christians is one of constant hearing God’s Word, recognizing
our sin, repenting, and receiving the forgiveness that Jesus Christ died
to earn for us. We struggle in this world, not only with ourselves and our
sinful nature, but also with those who oppose God and Jesus Christ in
the world. That opposition has in some ways become more apparent in
recent years, but it has always been there, and always will.
Many of the Psalms we sing cry out to God in the situation of enemies
fighting against us. Also we have many great hymns of the faith in the
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section of our hymnal called, “The Church Militant.” Those include Lord
Keep us Steadfast in Your Word, A Mighty Fortress Is Our God, Stand
Up, Stand Up for Jesus, The Son of God Goes Forth to War, Onward
Christian Soldiers, Rise, My Soul, to Watch and Pray, Fight the Good
Fight, and Be Strong in the
Lord, among others. (LSB
655-669) Even the titles
remind us of God’s calling to
us, but also His provision and
His purpose for us, all gifts
given to us by His grace.
Christ has won the victory, but we are still in the battle. We recognize
both these truths, and continue in trust and confidence, in our church,
and in our world.
In Christ our Lord,

Pastor Robert Franck
Greetings fellow congregants,
October has arrived and with the fall many changes
are in the works at our church. New carpet will be
installed in the fellowship hall, basement entry, and
behind the altar in the sacristy area. This will occur
in late October or early November. Our window
replacement project is in full swing. Genesis has removed the stained
glass windows and Marvin Windows is busy with final drawings and
manufacturing our new widows. They will be installed sometime in late
November or early December. The budgeting process has started for
next year and we will have a voter’s meeting sometime in early
November to present the budget for approval.
Yours in Christ
Bob Iverson
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All Saints Sunday
November 1st
Sunday, November 1st we will
celebrate All Saints Sunday. If you
have a family member or friend who
has died in the faith whom you want
remembered at the altar, please write
their name and date of death on a
piece of paper and either give it to the
pastor, or turn it into the church office
by Wednesday, October 28th . There
will be a clipboard on the door of the
office. Please sign your name and
phone number so Connie can call you
in case of questions, or call the office
ASAP 724-2500.

For New Members and anyone wishing to learn more
about the Christian faith:
Didache, a class covering the basics of
the Christian faith, is being held at
Mount Olive in the Upper Room at 7:00
p.m. on
Thursday, October 1,
Wednesday, October 7 and 14,
Thursday, October 22,
Wednesday October 28,
Wednesday, November 4,
Thursday November 12,
Wednesday, November 18 and 25.
If all goes according to plan, New
Members will be received on November
29th, the first Sunday in Advent.
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From the
Church Office

Happy Fall!!
As I’m getting ready to decorate with hay bales, pumpkins,
leaves and scarecrows – maybe even a cob web or two, I think about Fall
and I’m reminded to plan ahead. Not far behind Halloween is All Saints
Day – then Thanksgiving, then Advent and then Christmas… and
numerous appeals to feed and clothe the community’s needy will begin
coming across my desk. November opens the season of giving with
Thanksgiving slipping right into Christmas. Whether it’s handing out
candy to those who are trick or treating or planning to feed a huge family
gathering or Christmas shopping, remember also those who are less
fortunate. Volunteer at a soup kitchen, donate to the food shelf, knit or
crochet warm mittens, scarves or hats. Give generously to a charity or
donate at the blood bank…..not just during this time of giving, but all
year through. We have ALL been blessed … let us share God’s love
with others as well.
Mt. Olive has so much to offer to its
members and to the community. Pay close attention
to all that is happening around you and be sure to
serve, participate and enjoy all that is offered. Enjoy
your Fall days whether it be a football game or
raking leaves or just sitting by a camp fire. I know I
will. Happy Fall!
God Bless you!

Connie
We pray that God is blessing you with the transitions of this season. It is
a time for many transitions in our lives - going back to school, busier
schedules, church activities, and of course the weather. Change is a
wonderful gift that God gives us. He has changed all of our lives through
His Son Jesus!!
(from the Tuesday e-news from Lutheran Island Camp – 9/13/11)
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One of my highlights of the month is receiving the e-news from the
Minnesota North District. I peruse through it when I have the time and
glean information for our newsletter. This past month (e-news Volume
12, Issue 9, September 2015) had a very good monthly message that I
think every congregational member should read no matter what faith you
follow. (Connie)
“Dear Friends in Christ;
I received a letter that was addressed to the church I was serving.
The letter was sent from a family that had recently moved to
Kansas and I assumed that it was a letter requesting a transfer of
membership. I opened the letter and was greeted with the
salutation; “Dear ABC Lutheran Church family.” In the letter, she
expressed her thanks to people she had come to view as her
church family. In the letter, she spoke about how difficult it was to
connect with a new church home. Every church she attended in
her new community was different from the one she had left behind
and felt so much a part of. She was feeling homesick for her
church home. She didn’t realize how much she had looked
forward to those Sunday morning meetings at the church. But then
she wondered if, in her connections she made at the ABC
Lutheran Church, she had not noticed the new people who had
moved into ABC town and visited the church and felt the coldness
and isolation of being a new person in a strange church. Everyone
around you is busy chatting and having a good time, but you are
not a part of them. How lonely that felt. Perhaps they had left a
wonderful church home and were searching for a new home. They
didn’t realize that they were visiting one of those wonderful loving
churches when they came to ABC Lutheran Church.
Through her letter, I had the opportunity to see the church through
visitor eyes. We can talk about having the purest doctrine, the
most pristine worship, the most conservative communion practice,
the most authentic blah, blah, blah. But then I see 1 Corinthians
13 –“Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but
have not love, I have become a sounding brass or a clanging
symbol. And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all
the mysteries and all knowledge, and though I have all faith, so
that I could move mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. And
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though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give
my body to be burned, but have not love, it profits me nothing.”
Everything we do means nothing, if we do not love. Not just the
ones you know who are already members of the church family, but
love the widow and the orphaned, the visitor and the homeless,
the sick and the needy, the rich and the poor. We want to be that
loving congregation that people call home. In our home, we
welcome guests as if they are expected and wanted.
Look at your church home through visitor eyes. Will they see what
we have come to know and appreciate in this church home? Will
they be warmly greeted? Will we provide them with a clear,
uncomplicated order of worship that they can follow along as
though they have been a part of this church family for years? Is
the Gospel presented clearly in the message preached? Is the
love of Christ evident in and through each of the members that
interact with that visitor on a Sunday morning?
I spoke to a group of elders about the importance of welcoming
people to worship services and how important it was to speak to
new people. One elder said, “I would, but they bee line it out of the
church right after the worship service and I don’t get the
opportunity to say boo to them.” “But”, I said, “that should speak
volumes to how well they were welcomed before the service. They
felt so uncomfortable that they couldn’t wait to get out of here.” We
need to do a better job of welcoming guests. If we do not love,
they won’t hear the Good News in that place, the coldness will
distract them from that proclamation that Jesus loves them. Jesus
died for them. By grace, through faith in Christ Jesus our savior,
we are a family who is charged with the responsibility of loving
each other as brothers and sisters in Christ. We have been set
free from the bondage of sin death and hell. We have been
redeemed in the blood of Jesus. We are one! We are loved! We
should be loving.
In His Service;
Rev. Jeffrey A. Lee”
The article goes on with reasons persons leave the church and reasons
persons pick a church. Congregational members who would like to
receive the Intercom/E-News can subscribe by sending their email
address to the Minnesota North District at mnndist@mnnlcms.org.

7 Highlights

October 2015

Mission Sunday is October 18th
As many of you know, my sister and brother-in-law, Kathy and
Doug Cook, are volunteers with Wycliffe Bible Translators in
Oaxaca (pronounced "wah-HAH-kah") City, Mexico. While they
are not directly involved in the Bible translation work, they do
support the translators – Doug by teaching high school science and
physics and Kathy by working in the Mitla translation center
finance office. Throughout their over 40 years of marriage God
has been preparing them to serve. They receive their support from
people like us. They are in
Mexico supporting Bible
translation in order to help
those who still live in the
darkness, without Christ in
their lives, to come to know
Christ though God’s Word in
their own language.
Please prayerfully consider how you might partner in this ministry.
Is God calling you to become a partner in prayer, encouragement,
advocacy, financial resourcing or any combination of roles? We
will be taking a free-will offering on October 18 to support the
Cooks. If you want to support them on an on-going basis, there are
flyers in the narthex that you can pick up and it gives more details
on how to do that. Carol Walczak

Pastor Appreciation Month
October is Pastor Appreciation
Month. Take a few moments to
share your thanks, prayers and
encouragement with Pastor Franck.

8 Highlights

October 2015

Campus Ministry
Highlights:
LSF Fall Retreat
Location: Luther House - U of M
316 10th Ave SE

Date:
October 23-25, 2015
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Steven Mueller.
Topic:
"Defending the Faith with C.S. Lewis"
A convert from atheism to Christianity,
beloved author C.S. Lewis knew first-hand
the challenge of wrestling with issues of
faith and unbelief. In his many writings,
both fiction and non-fiction, from Narnia to
Mere Christianity and many more, Lewis
often grapples with the arguments of
unbelievers against Christianity, the
numerous foibles of Christian people, and
the reasonableness and validity of orthodox
Christian belief. We’ll examine some of
these writings and learn from Lewis much
about how to defend the faith in our own
day.

Dr. Steven Mueller,
professor of Theology
and Dean of Christ
College at Concordia
University in Irvine
CA will be our speaker
this year. Mueller is an
expert on C.S. Lewis,
a published hymn writer, and was a
contributor to the Lutheran Study Bible.
Join us the weekend of October 23-25
for the retreat.
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News from
Lutheran Island Camp
www.islandcamp.org

Bits and Pieces from the Tuesday e-news from Lutheran Island Camp:

The beautiful summer weather is transforming into beautiful
autumn weather. We would enjoy having you join us here at the
Island and the Ranch to enjoy the beauty. You can bring your
LWML, couples club, or other group join us for a day of tours,
lunch, Bible study, and so much more. The cost is $15 per person.
Just a reminder of the date change for Autumn Adventure/Western
Adventure. It is now scheduled for the weekend of October 9-11.
Give us a call to register or download the brochure from our
website.
Our annual Fall Cleanup is scheduled for the weekend of October 2-4
with October 3 being the actual date for the cleanup. We will have
lots of things to put away and get ready for winter. We also will have
nearly 60 trees to plant at the ranch and at camp. We could use some
strong, young backs to get everything accomplished.

We continue looking for hay for our horses. Altogether we
need about 300 bales and we have about 100 committed so far.
If you have some nice horse hay that you would like to donate
or sell very reasonably, please let us know. We can line up
transportation with a semi-tractor and trailer.
Reformation for Today will be held on Sunday, October 18th. The
cost is $25 and will include a hymn sing, presentation by our
speaker, Pastor Bernie Seter, and a delicious German meal.
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LWML Sunday
is October 4th
October 4 is LWML Sunday. The Lutheran Women’s Missionary
League is the official women’s auxiliary of The Lutheran Church –
Missouri Synod. For the past 72 years, the LWML has been
encouraging and equipping women to live out their Christian lives
in active mission ministries and to financially support global
mission projects. To financially support these mission projects, we
collect “mites.” Based on the Biblical account of the widow’s
mite (Luke 21:1-4), the mite box is intended for regular
contributions of mites - offerings above and beyond the support
given to congregations and the LCMS. Mite Box contributions
amount to millions of dollars that fund district and national mission
grants and implement the LWML program. Thank you to all who
contribute to our Mite Box collections!
Ladies of Mt. Olive, you are all invited to attend our next LWML
meeting on Sunday, October 11, in the Upper Room following
the church service. Our big topic for discussion will be planning
for the LWML Fall Rally, which will be held at Mt. Olive on
Saturday, November 7.
See Carol Walczak if you have any questions about the LWML.
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LWML Meetings this month:
Lydia Circle will meet for a noon lunch and get
together on Thursday, October 1st. Join them for lunch
and fellowship (and a Bible study prior to the meeting
at 11:15). Don’t forget to bring a sandwich!!
Rebecca Circle will host the coffee fellowship on Sunday, October 11th
(Pat J, Dagmar S, and Norma M). On October 25th please remember to
bring your dues and money for the Heiffer Project and give them to Ruth
Cary.
Quilting will meet on the fourth Wednesday, October 28th at 9:30 a.m.

The Fall Rally is set for Saturday, November 7 with
registration beginning at 10:00. Pastor Jeffrey Lee will
speak on “Suicide” and the ingathering will be items for
the Mount Olive Food Shelf. Pastor Lee’s message is “My
grace is sufficient for you,” based on 2 Corinthians 12:9,
and offers information on prevention and comfort.
The total mites collected for September was $117.30
Total to date is $1013.96
Average per month is $112.66
Pretty good for a holiday weekend!

** If you do not receive the minutes of the LWML
meetings by e-mail, they are also posted on the bulletin
board in the coatroom. Please keep up-to-date on all of
the activities!

12 Highlights

October 2015

The LWML is in the process of assembling kits for men and
women which will be sent to the Orphan Grain Train. Kits are sent
to disaster, needy or war areas. Hygiene kits are appropriate for
men or women and the Feminine kits are for the special needs of
women and girls. We will be collecting items until Sunday,
October 18.
Following are items that will go into the kits. We have received
from Thrivent $250 to act as seed money for this project. We plan
to use some of that for postage, if necessary. More detailed
directions are on a table in the narthex if you wish to assemble a
complete kit. You are also welcome to pick up an item or two from
the list below and drop it off in our collection box. Any items you
pick out should not have any religious symbols.
Hygiene Kit
1 bath towel
1 wash cloth
(NOTE: towels and washcloths should be
dark colored and not be very thick; they will
dry more easily)
1 bath-size bar soap
1 adult-size toothbrush
1 sturdy comb
6 Band-Aids (1/2-3/4 inch)
1 stick deodorant

Feminine Kit
2 one-gallon Ziplock freezer bags
1 travel-size bar soap
1 wash cloth
2-3 pairs of panties (girls size 10-14)
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Mt. Olive Food Shelf News
As expected, our overflowing pantry from
the beginning of the year has gone down
quite a bit, at times looking like Old Mother
Hubbard’s Cupboard! Our weekly visits
continue to increase and we have been very
short on certain popular items, such as soup,
fruit, canned pasta and meat, peanut butter
and cereal. We still have about $1,200 left
from the initial large donations and ongoing
monthly donations, however, $300 is being spent every month and this is
not always adequate to keep up with the need. One hundred dollars of
this has been coming out of the Family Assistance Fund each month, but
to keep these funds available for other needs, we have stopped this and
will attempt to rely on just the food shelf money.
There is about $100 received per month from members, and some food
brought in each week, and we continue to be very thankful for this!
Connie reports that the people who come in are very appreciative of our
food shelf. Our program to hand out Bibles has been so successful that
we ran out of Bibles and had to order more!
As a reminder, cash/check donations can be
placed in the offering plate and marked “food
shelf.” Other needed food donations, besides
those listed above, include jelly/jam, tuna and
other canned meat, canned meals (chow mein,
stew), canned veggies, rice, mac and cheese,
ramen, pasta and pasta sauce, juice, peanuts and
microwave popcorn. Popular non-food items are deodorant, toothpaste,
shampoo/conditioner, lotion and soap.
Statistics beginning 4/26/10 – total served = 99;
2011 total served = 229;
2012 total served = 251 (26 Bibles);
2013 total served = 317 (20 Bibles);
2014 total served = 452 (10 Bibles);
Total served thru August = 313 (10 Bibles); September to date = 28 (2 Bibles)
Actual monthly totals are posted on the cabinet door in the Upper Room .
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28th Annual
Lutheran Free Conference
Hosted by MN North Confessional Lutherans &
Other Friends & Supporters

THEME:
WHEN:

“Church Discipline–Mission Impossible?”
Saturday, October 24, 2015
Registration opens at 8:30 a.m.
Conference begins at 9:30a.m. - Adjournment at 3:45 p.m.

WHERE: Redeemer Lutheran Church
2719 Third Street North
St. Cloud, MN
SPEAKERS:

Mr. Walter Dissen, Esquire (Chesapeake, VA )
Pastors of the St. Cloud Circuit
Rev. Bryan Hopfensperger, Eden Valley
Rev. Timothy Nerud, Fair Haven
Rev. Bruce Timm, St. Cloud

COST: $25.00/person; $10/high school or college student
(includes coffee, rolls, and lunch).
Registration is payable at the door. Though pre-registration is not
required for the conference, a non-monetary pre-registration is
required if you plan to eat at the conference site. If you plan to attend
and be fed, call (320) 252-8171 or send an e-mail to: office@
redeemerstcloud.org by Thursday, October 15, with the names of
those attending.
Though Redeemer is the host congregation, it does not plan this
conference. A committee of pastors from both the MNS and MNN
Districts of the LCMS is responsible. Therefore, questions about this
conference are not to be asked of Redeemer or her pastor, but are to be
directed to committee member Rev. John Grein (320) 360-9242.
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The 28th Annual Lutheran Free Conference
Redeemer Lutheran Church
St. Cloud, Minnesota

Saturday, October 24, 2015
9:30 a.m. – 3:45 p.m.

"Church Discipline – Mission Impossible?”
This conference has been planned, in part, because of what recently took place
in the Rev. Dr. Matthew Becker case. In response to that ruling, LCMS
President Matthew Harrison’s made the following comments:
“…if my Synod does not change its inability to call such a person to
repentance, and remove such a teacher where there is no repentance,
then we are liars, and our confession is meaningless. I do not want to
belong to such a synod, much less lead it.”
“The system of doctrinal discipline in the LCMS is not functioning as
envisioned and implemented by our Fathers. It must be repaired.”
Addressing the issue of church discipline on the Synodical level will be Mr.
Walter Dissen, Esquire, from Chesapeake, VA. Mr. Dissen, who currently
serves on the Board of Regents of Concordia Seminary, St. Louis (CSL),
began serving in the LCMS in 1971 when he was elected to the Board of
Control of CSL. In the interim he has served on LCMS’s Commission on
Appeals and on the Board of Regents of Concordia Theological Seminary
(CTS), Fort Wayne. It is no wonder that when Mr. Dissen received the Miles
Christi Award from CTS it was said of him: “There is no one who knows
more about the recent history of the LCMS than he.” With over 40 years of
experience in Synodical affairs, Mr. Dissen has unparalleled knowledge of the
way church discipline was administered in time past as well as how it is
administered today—why it once worked and why it doesn’t today.
Another portion of this conference was planned to help deal with church
discipline at the congregational level. Three pastors of the St. Cloud Circuit
will address that topic. A theological basis for it will be given, consideration
given to the role pastors and the laity, and some pragmatic and anecdotal
remarks will be made.
Though pre-registration is not required, a non-monetary pre-registration is
required if you plan to eat at the conference site. If you plan to attend and be
fed, send an e-mail to: office@redeemerstcloud.org or call (320) 252-8171 by
Thursday, October 15, with the names of those attending. Any questions about
the conference should be addressed to Rev. John Grein (320) 360-9242.
Registration: Begins 8:30 a.m.
Cost: $25/person; $10/high school or college student (includes coffee, rolls,
and lunch)
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Dave & Colette Warren, 33 years
Thomas & Lorri Swanum, 35 years

Martha Stephenson
Kevin Jones
Ben Griffith
Jacob Griffin
Justin Walczak
Hannah Franck
Breanna Longtin
Peter Pierce
Norah Stephenson
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Nick Polzin
Selma Stephenson
Lorri Swanum
Gary Werkhoven
Lydia Franck
Carol Daigle
Benjamin Swanum
James Weaver
Mike Wilmes
Benjamin Wilmes
Jeff Reinemann

We wanted to let our friends at Mt. Olive know that we recently moved
to Hudson, WI to be closer to Becca and our extended family. If you are
ever down "south" we hope you'll give us a call or stop in to visit. This
year we are renting a house at
218 Arch Street, Hudson, WI 54016.
715-808-0722. kddugdale@gmail.com
God's blessings to you all.
Kathy and Darrell Dugdale

