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A Time of Preparation . . . 

Notes from the Pastor:  

December is a “holiday” month. We recognize that this is a holy and 
sacred time, as we prepare for and celebrate the birth of our savior, 
Jesus Christ. 

Advent is the preparatory time. For four Sundays preceding Christmas, 
we prepare our hearts to receive our coming King, coming first as he did 
at Bethlehem, born as a human being for our salvation, but also 
remembering to be prepared for his coming again. 

In addition to Sunday morning services, we prepare ourselves with our 
Wednesday evening services. At 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday evenings, we 
will sing and pray the Vespers services. The 
theme for our meditation this year will be 
the “O Antiphons” of Advent. There are 
seven traditional antiphons used before 
Christmas. They are based on seven names 
for the coming savior in the Scriptures: 
Wisdom, Lord, Key of David, Dayspring, King 
of the nations, and Emmanuel. The familiar 
hymn, “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” is 
based on these antiphons. An interesting 
thing about these names: the first letters of 
the names in Latin form an acronym with a 
brief statement: ERO CRAS, tomorrow I will 
come. 
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If you want to listen to a preview of the names, you can listen on-line to 
recent Issues Etc. podcasts discussing them at 
http://issuesetc.org/tag/o-antiphons/ 

Our celebration of our Lord’s birth will also include the Christmas Eve 
service of lessons and carols on December 24 at 4:30 p.m., a hymn sing 
before the services on December 25 at 9:45, and our Christmas Day 
service at 10:00 on Friday, December 25. 

There will also be a New Year’s Eve service on Thursday, December 31, 
at 7:00 p.m. 

God’s blessings to each of you this season, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

 

 

Pastor Rob Franck 

 

 
 
 
 
FYI 
Many of the members go somewhere warmer during the cold winter 
months and their newsletters are then sent to that address.  But did you 
know that when you are “temporarily away” the post office does not 
hold your newsletter with your mail, nor does it forward to you.  It is 
sent back to the church with postage due because we have “return 
service requested” typed on our return address.  That is the only way 
we can keep our addresses up to date, as not everyone remembers to 
let the church office they have moved.  If you plan to be away for 

awhile, please let the office know the dates.  
We can put your newsletter in your mailbox 
at the church.  It would save us a lot of 
postage.  Thank you! 



 3  Highlights December 2015 

Greetings Fellow Congregants, 

Happy December. I hope all of you had a wonderful Thanksgiving, 
and that you are eagerly looking forward to celebrating the birth 
of our Lord and Savior, Jesus.  

Of course, the stores have been promoting Christmas for at least 
the last month. It seems that at some point, they will start 
promoting Christmas in July. The commercial aspects of Christmas 
can be intimidating and even heartbreaking as people try to put a 
price tag on the season by 
spending more than they can 
afford. Yet is seems that the 
more that is spent, the less 
satisfying the gifts are. Money 
cannot buy the true gift that 
Christmas brings, and that is 
the promise of salvation and 
eternal life.  

On the sixth, we will be recognizing our hard working staff. We 
will also bid a fond farewell to Connie, our long-serving secretary, 
with a potluck and short program. She has served us faithfully for 
10 years. Please come and help celebrate and to welcome Julie 
Jones as our new secretary. 

December brings us into budget season, and we will have a 
voter’s meeting after the service on the 13th. Coffee will be 
served. 

Our new carpet has been installed in the fellowship hall, the 
basement entry, elevator, and in the sacristy. It looks great, but 
now the walls need to be repainted to give a new look and new 
life to the basement. Watch for an announcement to have a 
painting party! 

Yours in Christ. 

Bob Iverson 
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Mission Sunday is December 20th 

“Wolf – Kenya” 

 
John and Jenn Wolf serve the Lord as career missionaries through The 

Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) in Kenya. As the Africa 

region’s project manager, John provides oversight and support for 

projects and grants across the region, with a particular focus on mercy 

work. He also trains the local people and the local church partners to 

develop, manage and sustain projects that support Christian growth and 

congregational needs across Africa. 

John was born in Farmington, Minn., and grew up in Baldwin, Wis. His home 

congregation is Hope Lutheran Church, Aurora, Colo. He received a bachelor’s 

degree in mechanical engineering from Michigan Tech University, Houghton. 

He also received a master’s degree in space studies from the University of North 

Dakota, Grand Forks. Before becoming a missionary, John served 20 years in 

the United States Air Force and retired as a Lieutenant Colonel in 2015. His 

professional background includes project management, team building and 

leadership, as well as working with international partners in Europe and Asia. 

His hobbies include gardening, woodworking, historical re-enactments, hiking 

and camping. 

Jenn was born and raised in Anchorage, Alaska. Her home congregation is 
also Hope Lutheran Church, Aurora, Colo. She received a bachelor’s degree 
in South/Southeast Asian studies from the University of California, 
Berkeley. She also took graduate level courses in teaching and deaf 
education prior to teaching in public and private schools in Montana and 
California. Since 2001, she has been a stay-at-home mom, homeschooling 
their children, volunteering as a violinist in community orchestras and 
working with exchange student organizations. Her hobbies include fiber 
arts, classical violin, international folk music, languages and reading. John 
and Jenn have five beautiful children – Ian, Sean, Thad, Annalise and Angus 
– who join them on the mission 

 Prayers 

Please pray for the Wolfs as they serve in Kenya. Ask God to give them 

strength and peace as they transition to life overseas, learning the culture 

and the language. Please pray for John as he works to support the needs 

of the African people in a way that remains true to the Gospel. Pray also 

for Jenn and the children as they support John in his work and as they 
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build relationships with the people they are called to serve. Please pray 

for the people in Africa that they are brought to and strengthened in a 

saving knowledge of Christ and are assisted in their vocations through 

the work of the LCMS African missionaries. Let us give thanks to God 

the Wolfs are serving in this part of the world. 

  

John and Jenn Wolf and their children  

 Baptismal Birthdays:  
o John - Dec. 3 
o Jenn - April 1 
o Ian - Jan. 6 
o Sean - June 6 
o Thad - March 11 
o Annalise - July 19 
o Angus - Jan. 18 

 Wedding Anniversary: Aug. 7 
 Home District: Rocky Mountain 
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From the 

Church Office 

Christmas Blessings to each and everyone  

Hello and Greeting from the Office!  As you know I am replacing 

Connie as the church secretary.  I will truly miss her and her fun 

personality.  She has been a wealth of information and inspiration.   

Her vast knowledge and expertise in the office will be hard to 

replace; suffice it to say this will be a “work in progress” type of 

changeover.  The office door is always open for any concerns or 

suggestions.  I look forward to serving Mt. Olive and her members.  

Have a wonderful Christmas Season!   

Julie 

      

Several important items to take note: 

 NEW OFFICE HOURS:  Monday – Thursday, 9:00 – 2:00. 

 Offering envelopes for 2016 should be in your mailbox by the 

middle of the month – do NOT use them until 2016!! 

 With the close of the calendar year, we will need ANNUAL 

REPORTS from the chairs of the various boards, circles and groups.  

Treasurer reports from the women’s circles are needed as well as the 

Executive Director, Pastor, Church Treasurer, and Church Financial 

reports.  The deadline for these reports to be in the church office is 

Thursday, January 7
th
 (treasurer reports as soon as humanly 

possible).  The informational meeting and annual meeting dates 

aren’t permanently set yet, but why wait until the last minute?  This 

helps me get the reports done in a timely manner.  THANKS so very 

much. 

 What would we do without deadlines?!  They keep us organized and 

“on top of things” or so they are supposed to do just that.  Please 

note the deadline for the January newsletter (December 10
th
).  It’ll 

be here before you know it and a lot needs to be accomplished due to 

all the seasonal activities that demand our time.  Thank you in 

advance for your promptness.  
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Employee Recognition 

Potluck 

December 6 
 

Join us December 6 as we say farewell to Connie LiaBraaten for 

her dedicated service as our Congregational Secretary these past 10 

years. We will also be welcoming Julie Jones as our new secretary 

for hopefully, another ten years.  And of course, our three other 

faithful servants of our congregation will also be recognized: 

Pastor Franck (20 years), Peter Pierce (Custodian for 3 years) and 

Raychel Reiff (Organist for 1 ½ years).  

 
 

Thank you to all of you who are generously 

supporting our stained-glass window projects.  

Please be sure to write “windows” on your 

envelope (not just the memo line of your check) in 

order to help us make sure your gift goes to the 

right fund.  If you have not yet made a window 

pledge, there’s still time--or simply contribute to 

the window fund when you are able.  May God 

bless your gifts to His house. 
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LWML Circle News: 

Lydia Circle will host the annual Christmas Luncheon at noon on 

Thursday, December 3
th
!!  Their cookie sale will take place on Sunday, 

December 6
th
. 

Rebecca Circle will have a Christmas Potluck at the Gramercy Park 

Cooperative on Saturday, December 5
th
 at 6:00 p.m.  Please bring 

household gifts for CASDA (towels, toasters, etc.)  Men are welcome to 

join them.

 

Annual Christmas Luncheon 
YOU’RE INVITED to the annual Christmas 

Luncheon hosted by the Lydia Circle on this 

coming Thursday, December 3
rd

 at 12, 

noon!  A delicious roast beef dinner will be 

served.   This is always a festive occasion and 

wraps up the meetings for the year for the 

Lydia Circle. Everyone in the congregation is 

invited to attend! Food and entertainment 

provided, come help provide the fellowship! 

Any questions, contact Carol Werkhoven (525-

9809).

 

Lydia Circle Bake Sale 

Sunday, December 6
th  

in the Upper Room 
 

 

Again winter is here or will soon be – which 

means MITTENS!  As we all know, also, 

mittens are always lost, so again we will have a 

mitten tree.  The mittens will go to the Kids’ 

Closet so children in all the schools can keep 

their hands warm.   

Thanks for your help. 

  The LWML 
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Advent … 

 … is celebrated during the winter equinox when darkness is 

longer than daylight, when cold is more predominant than heat, and 

nature goes dormant.  During this time, man hopes for a better season, a 

more inviting time.  He lights candles to express the hope of a new light. 

 So it is that Christians looked upon the coming of Christ, the 

unending light, as their hope.  His light and warmth would replace the 

darkness and coldness of sin. 

 The primary symbol of 

Advent is the ADVENT WREATH.  

The form, a circle without beginning 

or end is covered with branches of 

evergreen – a symbol of the never 

ending love of God.  We place four 

candles on the wreath – one for each 

week.  They can be blue or purple, the 

color of anticipation.  We light each 

candle – and as the light grows 

brighter we look forward to the 

coming of Jesus – the Light who 

breaks through our darkness. 
(from the Church Editor – December 1994) 

 
 

Advent Services 
 
We will sing and pray the Vespers services on the Wednesdays in 
Advent.  
 
The theme this year will be:  

“O Antiphons” of Advent 
 

The texts are:  
Wed - Dec. 2  Jesus Christ as Wisdom and Lord 
Wed - Dec. 9  Jesus Christ as Root of Jesse and Key of David 
Wed - Dec.16   Jesus Christ as Dayspring and King of the Nations   
Wed - Dec. 23 Jesus Christ as Emmanuel 
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Ap Chin An Fundraiser 

Thursday, December 10th 
Spaghetti Dinner 

(Spaghetti and meatballs, breadsticks, salad) 
4:00 – 7:00 pm 

Tickets: $10.00 (under five – free) 

 
In 1966 Brad Bennett was part of a Marine assault unit that flew via 

helicopter into the village of Ap Chin An in South Vietnam. His unit 

landed right in front of the Viet Cong and North Vietnamese bunkers 

with machine guns dug into them.  What started off as a small fire fight 

raged on into a two day battle that killed many enemy but also destroyed 

the village, burning it the ground and killing many innocent villagers. 

 The death of so many villagers left him with a scar on his soul. 

Last year (2014), with the help of donations from many radio listeners, 

he was able to visit the elementary school that serves the village of Ap 

Chin An.  To this day, it is a poor rice harvesting community. Thai, 

Diamond Dang (Vietnamese boat people who reside in California - Thai 

was sponsored by a church in Duluth and he learned English and 

attended school in Duluth) and he was able to purchase some desks and 

chairs for the school.  He was also able to purchase 5 sets of soccer 

uniforms, 2 large nets, and 6 balls.  We also gave 10 scholarships worth 

$100 each to students who couldn't afford books and materials. 

This year he and his two sons, along with Thai and Diamond, will return 

to the school in February and would once again like to do some good for 

a school that does not even have running water in the bathrooms.  The 

boys urinate in a metal trough which runs out the back of building into a 

standing pond....the stench is horrible. 

We will be taking a camera and uploading video each day which KBJR 

(Edward Moody) will be using to chronicle our journey. 

He would like to ask you to please help bring water and some other 

comforts to this war ravaged village. 

Thank you very much for your consideration. 

Brad Bennett, Sgt 

USMC 
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Reserved for calendar 
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Reserved for calendar 
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Christmas Blessings from LSF! 

Lutheran Student Fellowship meets 
most Tuesday nights for Bible studies 
and monthly fun activities. We meet in 
the basement of Mt. Olive Lutheran 
Church on 2012 E. Superior St. at 7 pm. 
We are currently studying the book of 

Romans. We also have fun monthly activities planned. 
Tuesday December 1 will be game night at Mount Olive, 
and Tuesday December 15 will be a 
Bentleyville outing. Join us this 
month whether to learn more 
about your faith, have fellowship 
with people your age or just to get 
away from studying for an hour! 

 
It’s pecan time! 

Rebecca Circle will be selling pecans again this year after the 

Sunday service. Not only are there fresh Azalea Bran Mammoth 

pecan halves at $12.00 per one pound bag, there are also Schermer 

Dark Chocolate Pecans or Schermer Milk Chocolate Pecans in 12 

ounce bags for $10.00 per bag.  

All pecans are from this fall's harvest and have arrived in time for 

baking or for gifts, not to mention a treat for yourself.   

You can purchase pecans 

after the service or by contacting 

Terry Trogdon by email at 

ttrogdon@gmail.com or by phone 

at 218-525-4690 and leaving a 

message. Be sure to include your 

name and phone number. 

mailto:ttrogdon@gmail.com
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Poinsettias for the Altar 

 

It's time once again to order 
poinsettias to decorate our 
church for Christmas.  The 
price this year is $13.00 for 
the 6" traditional poinsettia 
(with several blooms).  This 
includes foil and a bow and 
they have been preordered in 
a variety of colors from 
Engwall’s at the lowest price 
possible. 

You will have the opportunity 
to take your plant home after the Christmas services. 

Please fill out this form and put it in the collection plate 
along with your check made out to Mt. Olive Lutheran 
Church. (Please be sure to put “Poinsettia” on the memo line 
of your check for the counters.) 
 
DEADLINE TO ORDER: SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13th  
 
1.  A gift from 
 

 
 
  OR 
 
2.   In memory of  
 

 
 
Your Name  
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VOTERS Meeting 

Sunday, December 13th 

Following the worship service to 
approve the proposed 2016 Budget 

We will also be making our congregation's nominations for LCMS 
President, First Vice-President, regional vice president, and lay 
members of the Board of Directors. 

 

 

Thrivent Members are reminded to designate your Thrivent 

Choice dollars as soon as possible.  

 Questions?  Contact Jeff Reinemann.  Thank you. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

A big THANK YOU to 

all who supported the bake sale. 

$270.40 was raised to support 

ACT activities, including a trip 

to Higher Things this next 

summer. 

 

 

Please note that your 2016 offering 

envelopes will be in your mailboxes in 

mid-December. 
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Food for your body • Food for your soul. 

As expected, our overflowing pantry from the 

beginning of the year has gone down quite a bit, at 

times looking like Old Mother Hubbard’s 

Cupboard! Our weekly visits continue to increase 

and we have been very short on certain popular 

items, such as soup, fruit, canned pasta and meat, 

peanut butter and cereal. We still have about 

$1,200 left from the initial large donations and 

ongoing monthly donations, however, $300 is 

being spent every month and this is not always 

adequate to keep up with the need. One hundred dollars of this has been coming 

out of the Family Assistance Fund each month, but to keep these funds available 

for other needs, we have stopped this and will attempt to rely on just the food 

shelf money. 

There is about $100 received per month from members, and some food brought 

in each week, and we continue to be very thankful for this! Connie reports that 

the people who come in are very appreciative of our food shelf, and she still 

gives out some Bibles, also.  

As a reminder, cash/check donations can be placed in the offering plate and 

marked “food shelf.” Other needed food donations, 

besides those listed above, include jelly/jam, tuna and 

other canned meat, canned meals (chow mein, stew), 

canned veggies, rice, mac and cheese, ramen, pasta 

and pasta sauce, juice, peanuts and microwave 

popcorn. Popular non-food items are deodorant, 

toothpaste, shampoo/conditioner, lotion and soap. 

Statistics beginning 4/26/10 – total served = 99; 
2011 total served = 229;   
2012 total served = 251 (26 Bibles); 
2013 total served = 317 (20 Bibles);  
2014 total served = 452 (10 Bibles); 
Total served thru October =397 (14 Bibles); November to date =39 
Actual monthly totals are posted on the cabinet door in the Upper Room. 

 

 

New Year’s Eve Worship 

December 31
st
 at 7:00 p.m. 

at  

Mt. Olive Lutheran Church  
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Saturday – December 12
th

 

9:00 AM 
Program & Brunch 

Holiday Inn – Great Lakes Ballroom 

Free Parking in Ramp 

              Donations:  Adults $20.00 

              Children 5-12 yrs. $10.00 

 

For tickets, please call 727-4416 

Sponsored by the Swedish Cultural Society of Duluth 

Limited number of tickets available 

 

Our prayers and condolences to the family 

of Gloria Parendo who passed away 

Saturday November 7
th

.  Services were held 

at Mr. Olive on Saturday, November 21
st
, at 

Mr. Olive.  May God grant His comfort and 

peace to her family and friends.  

 

 

We welcomed New Members into the family of Mt. Olive 
Lutheran on Sunday, November 29th.  For contact 
information: 

Sam Cooley 
PO Box 375 
Carlton, MN 55718 
218-464-2028 
 

Michael Qualey      
226 N 2nd Ave #1110 
Duluth, MN 55805 
218-341-4658



 22  Highlights December 2015 

“This is the day the Lord has made, let us be glad 

and rejoice in it.” 

 Psalm 118:24 

Ten years passed rather quickly since I began at Mt. 

Olive on December 1, 2005.  Time still marches on! 

What a blessing each and every one of you  has been 

to me in the past ten years.  I have enjoyed my work here as secretary 

and will cherish the friendships, the laughter, and even the heartache of 

lost members.  Mt. Olive has accomplished so much over the years under 

the guidance of its leaders.  I am proud to have witnessed all of it.  I will 

miss all of you and hope to visit often. 

Julie will be a blessing to you as your secretary.  She is a strong 

Christian, ambitious, dedicated, caring, courteous, humorous….I could 

go on and on with attributes.  Be patient with her as you were with me 

the first few years.  The office of church secretary has some big 

responsibilities and numerous duties that can be overlooked (I know I 

have missed a few).  Embrace her and her talents.  I know I have! 

God Bless you! 

Have a blessed Advent, Christmas and New Year! 

Connie 

 

 

 

 

To Our Church Family, 

Christmas Greetings to all of 
you as we celebrate the Birth 

of our Savior! 

Bless each and every one of you! 
Pastor Franck and Connie 
Raychel, Peter and Julie 
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December Anniversaries 

  7 – Bill & Ruth Cary, 53 yrs 

16 - Richard & Brenda Holappa, 32 yrs 

27 – Julie & Neil Igo, 40 yrs 

  29 – Lewis & Pam Reinemann, 60 yrs 

 

 

December Birthdays  

 1 – Eileen Mackenzie 

 2 –  BreeAnn Simonson 

 5 –  Peggy Claflin 

  Elizabeth Franck 

  Rachel Franck 

 6 –  Matthew Farchmin 

 9 –  Joycelyn Ottinger 

13 –  Mike Polzin 

14 –   Jo Ann Bollman 

          Pastor Franck 

17 –  Christal Miller 

20 –  Bill Cary 

21 –  John Jezierski 

22 –  Richard Mertz 

23 –  Bill Koivisto 

  Joddy Polzin 

25 –  Tom Wedward 

29 –   Tyler Ahrenstorff  

30 –  Delila Olson 

     Luke Petrich 

31 –  Dave Duncan 
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Advent and Christmas Worship: 

 

Ushers:  
12/02 – Advent – Randy Muench and Michael O’leary 

12/09 – Advent – Randy Muench and Michael O’leary 

12/16 – Advent – Randy Muench and Michael O’leary 

12/23 – Advent – Randy Muench and Michael O’leary 

12/24 – Christmas Eve – Doug Chambers and Jacob Franck 

12/25 – Christmas Day – Randy Muench and Josef Muench 

12/31 – New Year’s Eve – Randy Muench and Josef Muench 

 

 

Communion Assistants: 
12/25 – Christmas Day – Jon Farchmin and Jeff Suronen 

12/31 – New Year’s Eve – Steve Trogdon and Jon Farchmin 

 

Acolytes: 

12/02 – Advent – Abigail Franck 

12/09 – Advent – Jacob Franck 

12/16 – Advent – Abigail Franck 

12/23 – Advent – Jacob Franck 

12/24 – Christmas Eve – Camille Jones 

12/25 – Christmas Day – Jacob Franck    Crucifer – Jacob Franck 

12/31 – New Year’s Eve – Abigail Franck   Crucifer – Jacob Franck 

 

Counters: 
12/02 – Advent – Jon and Carol Farchmin 

12/09 – Advent – Jon and Carol Farchmin 

12/16 – Advent –  
12/23 – Advent –  

12/24 – Christmas Eve – Jon and Carol Farchmin 

12/25 – Christmas Day – Jon and Carol Farchmin 

12/31 – New Year’s Eve –  

 

Greeters 
12/24 – Christmas Eve –  Lewis Reinemann 

12/25 – Christmas Day – Steve and Terry Trogdon 

Altar Guild:   
12/25 – Christmas – Gayle, Elizabeth and Rachel Franck 

12/31 – New Year’s Eve – Selma Stephenson and Carol Walczak 
 


