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Notes from the Pastor…
There is something new above the
sanctuary doors at Mount Olive. It is
the words from Genesis 28:17: “How
awesome is this place! This is none
other than the house of God, and this
is the gate of heaven.”
Thank you to Carol Walczak for printing and installing them, and
to Gayle Franck for seeing these words on an online video and
suggesting we might want something like that in our building.
By the way, those were a great set of three
approximately thirty minute youtube.com videos.
You can search under “Ten Minute Bible Hour” and
also the names of the videos: “An Outsider Visits a Lutheran
Church,” “An Outsider Talks With a Lutheran Theologian,” and “Is
Lutheranism the True Catholic Church?”
Back to the words themselves. They are
words of Old Testament patriarch Jacob
when he was at Bethel. At the time he
was fleeing from Esau and traveling to
Haran to find a wife at his father’s
bidding. In fear, he slept and was
granted a vision of the angels of God
ascending and descending on a ladder.
God spoke to him and renewed his
promises to Jacob. Jacob then spoke
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those words and named the place “Bethel,” which means, House
of God.
Jesus later revealed that the angels of God ascend and descend on
the Son of Man, namely Himself. (See the end of John chapter 1.)
The house of God and the gate of heaven for us is Jesus himself.
By extension, then, our sanctuary is also the house of God and the
gate of heaven because here, we see Jesus. Here, God distributes
His gifts won for us by Jesus. He comes to us, calling us to be His
Church. In Baptism, we are called as His people, forgiven, and
covered over with Christ’s righteousness. In Absolution, we
receive grace and peace and
forgiveness at Christ’s
command. In God’s Word read,
we hear and receive and are
fed with Christ Himself. In the Sacrament of the Altar, the Lord’s
Supper, we are fed with bread and wine but much more, Christ’s
own body and blood.
Christians LOVE, yes, the church building and sanctuary because it
IS God’s House, the place where God comes to us and opens
heaven for us. It is here that we experience the EPIPHANY of God
revealing Himself, as He did in Jesus’ baptism, in Jesus’ miracles,
and yes even in Jesus’ transfiguration, which we celebrate on
Sunday, February 2.
God’s blessings to you this month.
Pastor Franck

Pastor Rob Franck
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From the Church Office...
This month is just full of interesting
days and activities. We start with
Ground hog Day, Valentine’s Day,
President’s Day and all the events of
the church in between.
There are changes to our church that
are noteworthy; mainly the Bathroom
remodel! I can’t wait to see the finished rooms. Please feel
free to use the ones upstairs.
“Main Street Living Northland” is going strong, The LWML
is still collecting for the Blessing Bags and the Eyeglass
Collection and the Priscilla Circle has worked tirelessly to
make sure the Library is interesting and expansive. There
many opportunities to participate in fellowship: Sunday
morning coffees; different circles and bible studies.
Ash Wednesday falls on February 26th this month and begins
the season of Lent.
Happy Valentine’s Day everyone!

Thank you to all the people who got their reports in
already! It really helps the process of compiling the
Annual Report; I am still waiting for reports from some
groups. Please send them in to me as soon as you are
able; the deadline for March’s Newsletter is February
20th.
Have a wonderful February!
Your servant in Christ,
Julie
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Circle News:
The February schedule is as follows:
 Rebecca Circle is visiting with and bringing
homemade cookies to the residents of Mt.
Royal Pines III Wednesday, March 18th @
2:00 pm. Please come and enjoy the fun; any questions call
Judy Hoops @ 525-6655.


The Lydia Circle will resume again beginning in April.
Women of the congregation are encouraged and welcome to
join any of the groups. All meetings are at the church unless
otherwise indicated. Feel free to call the office for information.
LWML Mites YTD $151.68
Thanks so much for your generous support!
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ONGOING LWML PROJECTS

Blessing Bags
A Blessing Bag is a gallon Ziplock bag full of items to have in your
car or bag to give to somebody in need that you may encounter.
The idea was spurred by a recent article in the Lutheran Witness
titled “When You See a Panhandler…” which talked about
showing mercy to those in need. One of the suggestions in the
article was to fill plastic bags with non-perishable snacks, hygiene
items, gift cards and Bible verses and keep them handy in your
car or bag, so that you can always be “generous and ready to
share” (1 Tim. 6:18) at a moment’s notice. A Blessing Bag could
also be given to any person that would be coming on Sunday for
the food shelf, and instead of sending that person away emptyhanded, we could give them a Blessing Bag. Many of these items
can be purchased from your favorite dollar store. In addition to
information about our church, some of the other items we will be
including in the Blessing Bags are the following:
Hand Warmers

Soap
Chapstick

Toothpaste (travel
size)
Hand Lotion (travel
size)
Soft (not crunchy)
granola bars
Shampoo (travel size)
Fast-food gift card

Pack of
Kleenex

Gallon-size Ziplock
bags

Deodorant
Band Aids

Toothbrush
Washcloth
Hand Wipes
Water/Juice Box
Mints/cough
drops/gum

You are invited to help contribute to this project by purchasing
any of the items listed and placing them in the collection bin in the
Upper Room. After the Blessing Bags are collected, we will be
sharing them with members of the congregation. You will be
encouraged to take as many bags as you wish and hand them out
to those in need. A Thrivent grant has been applied for to help
purchase some items.

Eyeglass Collection
Each year, MOST Ministries (an LCMS recognized service
organization) provides recycled eyeglasses to people living in the
developing nations around the world. Generous individuals,
churches and organizations across the US. collect and send used
eyeglasses to MOST Ministries, where they are then sorted,
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tested and repackaged by volunteers for distribution on the
mission field. The cost of a pair of glasses in many developing
nations can exceed a month's salary. Without assistance from
MOST Ministries, hundreds of thousands of people would go
without the glasses they need to work, read or attend school.
MOST Ministries often provides the only pair of eyeglasses a
person will ever own.
The LWML invites you to join us in reaching the world that has yet
to hear the Good News of God's love and saving grace through
the eyeglass ministry conducted by MOST Ministries. We have a
collection box in the narthex in which you can place eyeglasses
that you no longer need. They need adult or children glasses,
nonprescription sunglasses and over-the-counter reading glasses.
They cannot use broken glasses. Once the box is full, the LWML
will send in the collection to MOST Ministries. This is an ongoing
project of the LWML.

BATHROOM DEMO REPORT!!
Our bathroom project brings to mind
Ecclesiastes 3:3; “To everything there is a
season……a time to break down and a time
to build up.” It was impressive to see how
quickly the crews were able to demolish the
old bathrooms. How fun it is to work together as we appreciate out
church home.
A huge thank you to Bob Iverson for his expertise in plumbing and
electrical. Praise needs to go to the demolition experts; Steve
Trogdon, Gail, Rachel and Elizabeth Franck, Erik Vogel, Joe
Meichsner, Carol Farchmin and Jim Franck.
Also, appreciation is due to those that had signed up and were
willing to work; Pastor Franck, Gary Werkhoven, Matthew Gibson
and Keri Lynn Igo. Our apologies for not having anything left for
you to do.
Feel free to check in on the progress this month as things are put
back together. It definitely will be an improvement over what we
had.
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Thrivent Members are reminded to
designate your Thrivent Choice 2019
dollars by March 2020. Questions?
Contact Jeff Reinemann.
Mt. Olive Annual Fundraising Dinner
A date has been chosen for the Mt. Olive Annual
Fundraising Dinner.
It will be Saturday, April 4th.
Dinner will be at 5 pm. and will consist of:
Salad Bar, choice of New York Strip
Steak or Glazed Salmon, Baked Potato,
Green Beans, Dinner Roll, Dessert and
Beverage.
Please contact Tim or Ernie for Tickets. If you
would like to help with setup, food prep, serving or clean up;
please contact Tim at 218-940-3849 or 834-2570.

Ash Wednesday Worship
February 26, 6:30 PM
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Food for your body • Food for your soul.

Mt. Olive Food Shelf News:
The Mt. Olive Food Shelf is a much used resource for many
people in this area and it is one of many mission
opportunities that Mt. Olive sponsors. Our Thanksgiving
Offering goes to it every year. It has grown steadily in
number of users over this last year.
Ways to support the Food Shelf:
If you are able to pick up a few extra items when you go to
the grocery store, they can be left by the cabinet in the
Upper Room. If you prefer not to shop, a check or cash can
be put in the offering plate and marked “food shelf.”
Items most needed are soup, canned fruit, canned pasta and
meat, tuna, peanut butter, jelly/jam, cereal, ramen, rice, mac and
cheese, pasta and pasta sauce, canned veggies and juice. Nonfood items include deodorant, toothpaste, toothbrushes,
shampoo, lotion and soap.
Anything you can give would be much appreciated! Thank you!

Statistics beginning 4/26/10 – total served = 99;
2011 total served = 229;
2012 total served = 251 (26 Bibles);
2013 total served = 317 (20 Bibles);
2014 total served = 452 (10 Bibles);
2015 total served = 466 (18 Bibles);
2016 total served = 346 (16 Bibles);
2017 total served = 361 (16 Bibles)
2018 total served = 396 (7 Bibles)
2019 total served = 319 (7 Bibles)
Total served thru January= 29 (0 Bibles)

Actual monthly totals are posted on the cabinet door in the Upper
Room.
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Mission Sunday is February 16th
Mount Olive Scholarship Fund
The February mission project for the third Sunday in
February will be Mount Olive's Scholarship Fund. This
fund has lain dormant for many years, but was recently
revived, both in expenditures and donations. Recent
recipients include Josef Muench and Jacob Franck.
The fund is for Mount Olive members who are intending
to go into church work, and is applied for through the
Board of Elders. If you want to make a donation to this
fund, you can bring it to the service on February 16
during the freewill offering, or make an offering at any
time and indicate that it is for the Scholarship Fund.

There will be a free will offering after the service.
Thank you for supporting this wonderful ministry!
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Ash Wednesday is February 26th
It’s time to begin thinking about
Wednesday Evening LENT
worship services!
Prior to the worship service various groups or
individuals have volunteered to host a soup supper
beginning at 5:00 p.m. The kitchen is fully stocked
to aide any family or group who would like to
host a soup supper! (Supplies range from peanut
butter/jelly to cheese/crackers.)
Plan your evening to begin with a delicious soup supper and
fellowship with members of Mt. Olive before attending the
worship service at 6:30 p.m.
There will be a sign up sheet on the Upper room Door.

The dates to plan for are:
February 26th (Ash Wednesday) – Kaye and Jake Tanttari
March 4th –
March 11th –
March 18th –
March 25th – LWML
April 1st –
April 9th (Maundy Thursday) –
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DISASTER RESPONSE TRAINING FOR
CONGREGATIONS - UPDATES
Disaster Response Training Event
Saturday, February 29, 2020 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Trinity Lutheran Church, Sauk Rapids MN 2163 Mayhew Lake
Rd NE Tel (320) 252-3670
$15 per person (all materials and lunch; pay at the door)
Deadline to register: Monday, February 10
The event leader and trainer is Rev. Michael Meyer from the national
office of LCMS Disaster Response in St Louis MO. The three main
sections of the training are: 1) An introduction to the LCMS Disaster
Response program, 2) Congregational Preparedness and 3) Lutheran
Early Response Teams (L.E.R.T.) There will be lots of free materials
available for you to take home. Congregations are encouraged to send a
group of people to this training so that when they return home there is a
basis for a L.E.R.T. (team) to continue developing disaster response
preparedness in their congregation. Anyone who is interested is welcome
to attend the training. However, only LCMS members who are 18 years
or older, receive certification as LCMS volunteers.
*Cancellation -- Due to the lack of preregistrations, the Disaster
Response Informational Gathering on Saturday, February 8 at ZionBrainerd has been cancelled.
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LCMS Service of Worship –
Every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. on
KBJR Channel 6, Duluth

MAIN STREET LIVING
NORTHLAND LCMS SERVICE
OF WORSHIP for the Duluth
region televised by KBJR Channel 6. "MAIN STREET LIVING
NORTHLAND" is a locally produced, regionally recognized TV
program with a message for the world. The service includes a 30-minute
worship service led by participating pastors of the Minnesota North
District of our LCMS, along with a 30 minute remastered program called
“This is the Life” from Lutheran Hour Ministries (starting at 10:00 a.m.).
Main Street Living Northland is broadcast every Sunday at 9:30 a.m.
Central time on KBJR Channel 6 NBC and cable and satellite systems
carrying these stations.

Sunday, February 2
This week’s pastor is Rev. Tom Brinkley – St. Matthew’s
Lutheran Church; Esko, MN
Sunday, February 9
This week’s pastor is Rev. John Bonk – Shepherd of the
Lake Lutheran Church; Two Harbors, MN
Sunday, February 16
This week’s pastor is Rev. Matt Kohl – Our Redeemer
Lutheran Church; Cloquet, MN
Sunday, February 23
This week’s pastor is Rev. David Schoessow – Christ
Lutheran Church; Superior, WI
This is the Life Schedule:
February 2 – “The Point of No Return”
February 9 – “Mr. Big”
February 16 – “The Day We Lost Ella Mae”
February 23 – “Out of Bondage”
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PAUL’S MISSIONARY JOURNEY TOUR WITH CRUISE–Visiting Biblical sites of Athens, Corinth, Philippi, Patmos,
Ephesus, etc. (Oct 6-16, 2020)
Contact Rev Darold Reiner, retired LCMS Pastor &
LWML Int’l Counselor (406-890-1149) imhis38@gmail.com
Extra plus: The tour departs from the Minneapolis Airport!

Welcome New Members!
We welcome new members into the family of
Mt. Olive Lutheran Church! Be sure to give
them a warm welcome as you greet them!

For contact information:
Carolyn Nelson
3116 Vernon Street
Duluth, MN 55806
(218)348-1712
Carolyn moved to Duluth from the Cities in 1978. She is very close to
the Chambers family; having lived across the street from them for
years. She is also Fenix Blacketter’s Godmother/Great Grandmother.
Carolyn works for Essentia and stays busy helping with Fenix and
doing a little crocheting. It has been a pleasure seeing Carolyn in
church and we look forward to getting to know her better!
Welcome Carolyn!

George Steensma
1527 Linzie Rd
Duluth, MN 55811
(540)422-1178
George was born in Warrenton, VA. He comes to us via First
Lutheran Church in Knoxville, TN. He is a pilot and works for Cirrus
Aircraft; the reason he is in Duluth. He likes football, racing and all
outdoor activities. It has been a pleasure seeing George in church
and we look forward to getting to know him better.
Welcome George!

New members are such a treasure because they enrich our
congregation and bring new opportunities to grow and fellowship
in the Word of God!
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Bunny Hein and Mt. Olive offer a prayer of
Thanks for the 100thbirthday of Ruby Hein;
Bunny Hein’s sister. Happy Birthday Ruby
and may the Heavenly Father continue to bless
you with His abiding love all the days of your
life.

Dear Mt. Olive,
I want to Thank you again for your
prayers and support. As my first semester
is over I wanted to tell you my grades to
keep you up to date! In Arts and Ideas I got
an A; Intro to Lutheran Theology I go at B; in Primer in
Philosophy I got an A; in Speech Communication I got an A;
in U. S. Latina Literature I got an A-; in Vocation and
College Success I got an A-. My overall GPA for the
semester was 3.81.
Sincerely, Jacob Franck
P. S. My classes for the Spring semester are; General
Psychology, Society, Intro to Sociology and Intro to the Old
Testament.

Thank you to the Lydia Circle and Mt. Olive
Thank you for your sympathy and the
memorial given in Katherine’s (Stonemark)
memory. She always looked forward to the
Circle Meetings. She cared so much for all the
church members.
Connie Lepak
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The Marty Mann House has sent a lovely card expressing their
gratitude to Mt. Olive for the gifts donated this past Christmas. Here
are a few of the Thank you’s. The card is in the cloak room on the
bulletin board.
Many Thanks from those at the Marty Mann House! Thank you so
much, this truly has been one of the best holidays I’ve ever had and you
have been a part of that. Thank you again. Michelle Pherson
Thank you so much, Julia
Every gift received was appreciated more than you could imagine. Thank
for your generosity. Sam
Thank you for the thoughtful gifts. It meant a lot to be thought of on at
the holidays! Much love and appreciation from the ladies at Marty
Mann. Love Koani

GET WELL SOON!
Raychel Reiff
Dagmar Seybold
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Tim & Marianne Jezierski, 38 years
Jeff & Holly Suronen, 38 years
Karen & Bryan Brandt, 12 years

February Birthdays
2
3
9
10
11
15
17
19
21
24
25
26

Gwen Chambers
Steve Linngren
Brenda Holappa
Lois Mertz
Phyllis Franck
Lisa Shearer
Jon Farchmin
Thomas Von Hagel
Barb Wedward
Nikki Robbins
Kellen Sheedy
Barb Sheedy
Pat Johnson
Emery Stepec
Lilianna Meichsner
Karen Brandt

February 2020

