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Notes from the Pastor…
The theme of our Lenten series over the
next weeks, beginning on Ash Wednesday,
February 17, will be from Joel 2:13 “Return
to the Lord.” Joel 2:13 (ESV) Return to the
LORD your God, for he is gracious and
merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in
steadfast love.
In Divine Service 1, these words replace the
Alleluia as the Verse. For many years now,
Mount Olive has used Divine Service 3 as
the setting in the Divine Service in Lent, so we haven’t had those
words ingrained in us as others may have. I know personally I
can’t hear those words read without the tune of that verse ringing
in my ears from many years using that service in Lent from our
previous hymnal, Lutheran Worship. They are good words, and
especially good words at this time, and I plan to utilize them as our
Verse in Lent.
We are always called upon to repent of our sins and our
failures, and to turn TO the God who loves us, who
send His Son to save us, and who is continually calling
us. That is always the overall theme of Lent.
We have lost much over the last 10-12 months. Some due to a
pandemic disease, some to a response to that disease, some to
anger and hostility by and even towards others. It’s easy to point to
the failures of others, but I doubt anyone has responded to these
things in the best way, the way God wants us to.
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But God keeps calling, God keeps wanting us to repent and return
to him. And He promises restoration. This letter is going out as the
church turns a page in seasons of the church to what is called the
“Pre-Lent” or “Gesima” Sundays of the church year. This is a
season between the seasons of Epiphany, where we see the person
of Jesus Christ revealed for who He is, the Son of God, and Lent,
where we walk with Jesus to the cross and empty tomb and see
what Jesus accomplished for us. In this “in-between” season, the
church takes a pause to focus on the purpose of it all.
That purpose of God is found in what are sometimes called the
“solas” of the Reformation, the mottos: Grace alone, God’s Word
alone, and Faith alone. These form the overall themes of the three
weeks of Pre-Lent.
From God’s Word and through His Church, God works and brings
us hope. He gives us what we need when He gives us Jesus. May
we always keep our focus on Jesus Christ, the source of our hope
and joy, as we enter into the upcoming seasons of the church year
and of our lives with Jesus and with one another.
In Christ our Lord,

Pastor Robert Franck

It’s time to begin thinking about Wednesday Evening
LENT worship services!
February 17th – Ash Wednesday Service w/Communion at 4:30 pm
February 24th – Midweek of Lent 1 Vespers at 4:30 pm
March 3rd – Midweek of Lent 2 Vespers at 4:30 pm
March 10th – Midweek of Lent 3 Vespers at 4:30 pm
March 17th– Midweek of Lent 4 Vespers at 4:30 pm
March 24th – Midweek of Lent 5 Vespers at 4:30 pm
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Due to Covid, we will not have our traditional Soup Suppers
this year. *Please note the time of the Wednesday services in
Lent. Without the ability to host a soup supper, we are trying
a new time for Wednesday service, at 4:30 in the afternoon.
This is an attempt to reconcile a variety of things, including
people who work during the day, people not liking to go out
in the dark, getting the recorded service on our YouTube
channel promptly, and other things. We realize this may not
be the best time for all. We do like to hear feedback, and
may adjust the time if this doesn't work.
Thank you for your patience.

Lenten Series Theme
In the Book of Joel, the prophet paints a
vivid picture of the coming judgment of
God, the Day of the Lord. The imagery is
bold and terrifying: hordes of locusts
swarming over the land and decimating
everything. Joel’s prophecy has teeth
even today as wars rage, natural
disasters threaten and destroy, and our
culture seems to be unraveling. But right
in the middle of this frightening portent, we find a tender
invitation from the Lord: “Return to the Lord your God, for He is
gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast
love; and He relents over disaster” (Joel 2:13). God’s invitation
and promise finds its fullness in Jesus Christ, who personifies and
accomplishes all that God declares. During this season of Lent,
we will consider the theme “Return to the Lord” and examine
how the call to return played out in practical ways for the
people who walked alongside Christ as He demonstrated and
carried out God’s grace and mercy on our behalf, taking God’s
wrath upon Himself, setting the stage for God to “turn and
relent, and leave a blessing behind Him” (Joel 2:14).
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From the Church Office...
This month is just full of interesting
days but because of Covid we still
aren’t able to get back to our normal
activities. Hopefully, this year will
end up better! I still like the special
days…starting with Ground hog
Day, Valentine’s Day, President’s
Day and all the events of the church
in between.
“My Savior Lives Northland” is
going strong, The LWML is still
collecting for the Blessing Bags and the Eyeglass Collection
and the Priscilla Circle has worked tirelessly to make sure the
Library is interesting and expansive.

Ash Wednesday falls on February 17th this
month and begins the season of Lent.

Thank you to all the people who got their reports in
already! It really helps the process of compiling the
Annual Report; I am still waiting for reports from some
groups. Please send them in to me as soon as you are
able; the deadline for March’s Newsletter is February
18th.
Happy Valentine’s Day everyone!
Your servant in Christ,
Julie
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Circle News:
The schedule is as follows:
Lydia Circle, Rebecca Circle, LWML
will begin meeting when it is safe for our
members to do so.
The next MITES offering will be February 7th
Thank you so much for your generous support!
THE LWML will continue to collect Mites monthly on
the first Sunday of the month at the end of the service. The
collection box will be next to the exit of the church. Watch
the bulletin monthly inserts regarding the distribution of the
monies collected.
The mites collected on January 3rd by the LWML totaled $105.49.
The mites that are collected fund mission grants voted on by the
district and national LWML. The LWML thanks you!
Library News
The table outside the library highlights different
books/DVD’s that are in the library. Because we
will soon be embarking on the season of Lent,
some of the selections are Lent/Easter focused.
Also, with all the unrest going on in our country
right now, some of the selections are geared
towards comfort, standing strong in our faith and
finding joy in these crazy times. For the season of
Lent and Easter, here are some of the selections: The Days
Before Easter, The Passion of the Christ (DVD), The Power of the
Resurrection (DVD) and a Veggie Tales DVD titled, An Easter
Carol. Books geared towards comfort, standing strong in our faith
and finding joy are: Standing Firm, by Jesse Yow; Christ Have
Mercy, How to Put Your Faith in Action, by Matthew Harrison, The
Defense Never Rests, by Craig Parton; and A Little Book on Joy,
by Matthew Harrison.
The Mt. Olive library is here to help you in your walk of faith – take
advantage of this wonderful resource!
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Sunday, February 7th
Prayer – Gracious Lord, we all
know someone who needs to
hear the Gospel. Give us the
opportunity to talk to them
about our faith in Jesus.
Work through the words we
share to them. Send Your
Holy Spirit to open their
hearts and receive Your
message of forgiveness and
peace. Lord in Your mercy.

Our Minnesota North District is promoting family
devotions by making available a 30-day devotional guide
through the Life of Christ. Booklets will be available at
Mount Olive, and corresponding Arch Books for younger
children can be ordered at a significant discount ($45 for
30 books including postage) directly from Concordia
Publishing House. More information can be found at the
web site, https://www.mnnlcms.org/bring-it-home. If you
need help ordering the books, you can call the church
office.
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Thrivent Members are reminded to
designate your Thrivent Choice dollars as
soon as possible!

Ash Wednesday Worship
February 17, 4:30 PM

To all Lutheran Student Fellowship!
College students and young adults, we encourage
you to come to our weekly Bible study group! We
meet on Tuesday night at 7 pm! We also have a
fun activity once a month or so we look forward
to seeing you this Tuesday!

Thank you from LSF
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Life Ministry Announces Virtual Life Conference
LCMS Life Ministry will host its first-ever virtual life conference
March 19–20, under the theme “Making Disciples: Valuing Life.”
“This conference is for everyone,” explains Life Ministry Director
Deaconess Tiffany Manor. “The pandemic constraints have given
us an opportunity to share presentations by many experts with
students of all ages, missionaries, church workers and
congregation members who couldn’t make it to previous in-person
events.”
And that includes you!
Conference sessions will help you explore a distinctly Lutheran
understanding of the sanctity of human life, specifically as it
pertains to:
•
•
•

Speaking for life in the public square;
Caring for life in your community; and
Teaching about human life.

Hear from theologians and human care advocates, including
LCMS President Rev. Dr. Matthew C. Harrison, Focus on the
Family Vice President of External and Government Relations
Timothy Goeglein, and Deaconess Manor.
Explore a variety of life topics for participants of all ages, with your
family, congregation or on your own. A Spanish track — with
sessions offered in the language — will be available as well.
“More than ever we need to be focused on the truth of our triune
God’s value of all human life no matter a person’s stage of
development or abilities,” Manor notes.
Join in:
•
•
•

Access the conference by livestreaming, watching on-demand
videos and engaging with speakers through question-andanswer opportunities.
Register individually, or as groups of 10 for a group registration
discount. (Consider gathering a group at a local congregation to
stream the conference together.)
To register for the conference or learn more information,
visit lcms-life.org.
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Food for your body • Food for your soul.

Mt. Olive Food Shelf News:
The Mt. Olive Food Shelf is a much-used resource for many
people in this area and it is one of many mission
opportunities that Mt. Olive sponsors. Our Thanksgiving
Offering goes to it every year. It has grown steadily in
number of users over this last year.
Ways to support the Food Shelf:
If you are able to pick up a few extra items when you go to
the grocery store, they can be left by the cabinet in the
Upper Room. If you prefer not to shop, a check or cash can
be put in the offering plate and marked “food shelf.”
Items most needed are soup, canned fruit, canned pasta
and meat, tuna, peanut butter, jelly/jam, cereal, ramen,
rice, mac and cheese, pasta and pasta sauce, canned
veggies and juice. Non-food items include deodorant,
toothpaste, toothbrushes,
shampoo, lotion and soap.
Anything you can give would be much appreciated! Thank you!

Statistics beginning 4/26/10 – total served = 99;
2011 total served = 229
2012 total served = 251 (26 Bibles)
2013 total served = 317 (20 Bibles)
2014 total served = 452 (10 Bibles)
2015 total served = 466 (18 Bibles)
2016 total served = 346 (16 Bibles)
2017 total served = 361 (16 Bibles)
2018 total served = 396 (7 Bibles)
2019 total served = 319 (7 Bibles)
2020 total served = 133 (1Bible)
Total served thru January = 12 (2 Bibles)

Actual monthly totals are posted on the cabinet door in the Upper
Room.
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Mission Sunday is February 21st
Mount Olive Scholarship Fund
The February mission project for the third Sunday in
February will be Mount Olive's Scholarship Fund. This
fund has lain dormant for many years, but was recently
revived, both in expenditures and donations. Recent
recipients include Josef Muench and Jacob Franck.
The fund is for Mount Olive members who are intending
to go into church work, and is applied for through the
Board of Elders. If you want to make a donation to this
fund, you can bring it to the service on February 21st
during the freewill offering, or make an offering at any
time and indicate that it is for the Scholarship Fund.

There will be a free will offering after the service.
Thank you for supporting this wonderful ministry!
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MISSIONARY MINUTES
DAN & JOAN JASTRAM Pastor Jastram is
the Asia Lutheran Resource Coordinator:
Making Lutheran resources of theology and
worship available in all of Asia. He shares: “We
consider Walther's Law and Gospel one of the
most vital Lutheran theological texts needed for
sound doctrine and practice of pastoral ministry
and training in the present and future Lutheran churches and seminaries
of Japan. Your support enables us to direct this important translation
project so that it becomes a reality. Thank you!”
PUERTO RICO FORO The team in Puerto
Rico shares: This year we as a mission team
and both congregations had the opportunity to
purchase and prepare a small gift of
appreciation for our firemen, paramedics, and
police officers in Ponce and Mayaguez. The
last Sunday before Christmas, Fuente de Vida
hosts a Christmas meal after service. This year was no different (except
for the gloves, masks, and social distancing). After several months of
moving locations, having online services, having short services with no
fellowship after, to now moving back to our church building, these
fellowship times are very meaningful. We praise God that the life
together of Fuente de Vida is coming back to where we left it almost a
whole year ago. Contribute to the FORO. Prince of Peace, Mayguez
facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/ilpdp/.
Dr. Jim and Susan Kaiser are excited to extend
the partnership between Lutheran Bible
Translators and the Ethiopian Evangelical
Church Mekane Yesus (EECMY). In the early
1980’s, Susan helped establish a literacy program
for the Loko people of Sierra Leone. Together
with Jim they helped to translate the New Testament for the Kono people
of Sierra Leone, and later the New Testament for the Chaldean people of
Iraq. Jim now consults with six different translation projects and Susan
provides care to other missionaries. Susan is a former member of
Redeemer Lutheran Church in Willmar
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GOOD SHEPHERD CHURCH AND
SCHOOL, COTTON TREE LIBERIA
The MN North District continues to
partner with Good Shepherd in sharing
the Gospel with the people of Liberia.
Pictured is the Baccalaureate Service
held on January 10th. 54 Students will graduate on January 16th! The
church and school continue to need help with teacher salaries and
updates to the generator that provides electricity. Congregations and
individuals are encouraged to pray about how they might be able to help
the ministry in Cotton Tree. Pastor Kollie is pursuing a Doctorate Degree
at CTS, Fort Wayne, IN, with hopes of then teaching pastors in Liberia.
Jamesetta Kollie, a 2019 CSP grad is working towards a master’s degree.
Gifty Kollie (deaconess student at CUC) and Diane (in high school at
Concordia Academy, Roseville, MN) are also studying in the US with
plans to return to Liberia to use their education. Donations (specifically
designate on the memo line) can be sent to: MN North District, PO Box
604, Brainerd, MN 56401.
PROJECT 24 & CHRIST’S CARE FOR
CHILDREN - KENYA Project 24 Kenya started
between the LCMS Office of International Mission
and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Kenya. It
provides boarding facilities so vulnerable children
have the opportunity to successfully complete primary or secondary
school. The Project 24 team has modeled unity and teamwork in making
sure that the children have remained safe and healthy at their homes.
With the reopening of schools, the site managers have also joyfully
received the grade 4 and 8 students back at all of the sites. Students at the
Lenkishon site are pictured here. They are happy to be back at school and
with their Project 24 families. Total Number of Students at the P24 sites:
190 children; Number of Students Sponsored as to date: 107. District
support for Project 24 to date is $112,034. Support for CCC: Kenya to
date is $17,366.
Support for any of these missionaries can be sent to: Minnesota
North District—LCMS, PO Box 604, Brainerd, MN 56401 —
earmarked for the specific mission or missionary.
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LCMS Service of Worship – Every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. on KBJR
Channel 6, Duluth. MY SAVIOR LIVES NORTHLAND LCMS
SERVICE OF WORSHIP for the Duluth region televised by KBJR
Channel 6. "MY SAVIOR LIVES NORTHLAND" is a locally produced,
regionally recognized TV program with a message for the world.
The service includes a 30-minute worship service led by
participating pastors of the Minnesota North District of our LCMS.
My Savior Lives Northland is broadcast every Sunday at 9:30 a.m.
Central time on KBJR Channel 6 NBC and cable and satellite
systems carrying these stations.

Feb 7th
Pastor Matt Kohl
Our Redeemer Lutheran Church - Cloquet, MN
Feb 14th
Pastor Robert Franck
Mt. Olive Lutheran Church - Duluth, MN
Feb 21st
Pastor Mark Peske
Our Redeemer Lutheran Church - Cohasset, MN
Feb 28th
Rev. Dr. Don Fondow
President MN North District
Please send contributions c/o:
Mt. Olive Lutheran Church
2012 East Superior Street
Duluth MN 55812
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We have received word that Rev. Hyle Anderson (Em. Aberdeen,
SD) was taken to be with his Savior in heaven on Saturday, January
23, 2021. Rev. Anderson served congregations in Wolsey,
Wessington, Mitchell and Aberdeen South Dakota and also served
at Trinity Lutheran Church in Bemidji, MN (1998-2007).

Dear Friends in Christ – Co-workers in the Minnesota North
District:
We have received word that Rev. Hyle Anderson (Em.
Aberdeen, SD) was taken to be with his Savior in heaven on
Saturday, January 23, 2021. Rev. Anderson served
congregations in Wolsey, Wessington, Mitchell and Aberdeen
South Dakota and also served at Trinity Lutheran Church in
Bemidji, MN (1998-2007).
A Funeral Service for Rev. Anderson will be held at 11:00 a.m.
on Friday, January 29, 2021 at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in
Aberdeen, SD. A second Funeral Service and Burial will take
place Monday, February 1, 2021, at 10:00 a.m. at Trinity
Lutheran Church in Bemidji, MN.
Please keep his wife, Gloria, and the entire Anderson family in
your prayers, asking that God would soothe their sorrow and
wipe away their tears with the precious promises of the
Gospel. The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away. Blessed
be the name of the Lord!

Dear Friends in Christ – Co-workers in the Minnesota North
District:
We have received word that Rev. Ken Krause (Rockford, IL)
was taken to be with his Savior in heaven on Sunday, January
24, 2021. Rev. Krause served his first Call at First Lutheran
Church in Grand Rapids before continuing his ministry at
several congregations in the Rockford, IL area where he also
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served as Northern Illinois District First Vice President. Pastor
Krause is the uncle of Rev. Joel Newton (St. John’s, Park
Rapids).
A Funeral Service for Rev. Krause will be held at 10:30 a.m. on
Saturday, January 30, 2021 at Mt. Olive Lutheran Church in
Rockford, IL. The Funeral Service will be livestreamed from
the church’s website.
Please keep the Krause family in your prayers, asking that God
would soothe their sorrow and wipe away their tears with the
precious promises of the Gospel. The Lord gave, and the Lord
has taken away. Blessed be the name of the Lord!
Dear Friends in Christ – Co-workers in the Minnesota North
District:
We have received word that Mrs. Eva Koehler of Little Falls,
wife of sainted pastor, Rev. Robert Koehler, was taken to be
with her Savior in heaven on January 21, 2021.
A private family service will be held for Eva at Oakland
Cemetery in Little Falls, MN. A memorial service will be
planned for Eva in the Summer of 2021.
Please keep the Koehler family in your prayers, asking that
God would soothe their sorrow and wipe away their tears with
the precious promises of the Gospel. The Lord gave, and the
Lord has taken away. Blessed be the name of the Lord!
Peace to you in Christ,
Rev. Donald J. Fondow
District President
". . .'Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth.' 'Yes,' says
the Spirit, 'so that they will receive rest from their labors, for their works
accompany them'" (Revelation 14:13).
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Dear Mt. Olive friends,
Thank you so much for all the beautiful cards
and notes I received when my sister passed
away. God Blessed both our lives with her
long life of 100. Thanks be to God!
Love, Rose Hein (Bunny)
Congratulations to Matthew Gibson
and Amber Humphreys on getting
engaged! We wish them wonderful
memories on their path to getting
married!
“And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the
greatest of these is love.”
1 Corinthians 13:13

The next Board of Elders meeting will be
February 15th at 6:00 pm.

In Our Prayers for Healing
Bill Cary
Dagmar Seybold
Jeff Suronen
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7
13

Tim & Marianne Jezierski, 39 years
Jeff & Holly Suronen, 39 years
Karen & Bryan Brandt, 13 years

February Birthdays
2
3
9
10
11
15
17
19
21
24
25
26

Gwen Chambers
Steve Linngren
Lois Mertz
Phyllis Franck
Lisa Shearer
Jon Farchmin
Thomas Von Hagel
Barb Wedward
Nikki Robbins
Kellen Sheedy
Barb Sheedy
Pat Johnson
Emery Stepec
Lilianna Meichsner
Karen Brandt
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