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Notes from the Pastor…
We enter another year of God’s
grace and mercy. Who knows
what will happen in this coming
year? Only our Lord, but we are
glad, or ought to be, that He is in control and leading and
guiding us. Who could have predicted how God has
blessed Mount Olive or any of our families over the past
year as He has.
This year, January will hopefully be a
time of rest and recovery. Unlike last
year, we won’t be starting Lent with
Ash Wednesday until March. The
longer Epiphany season will give
us readings revealing Jesus in ways
we don’t always get to hear. Jesus
Christ is indeed the light of the
world.
My family is excited to welcome back to Duluth my
parents, Jim and Phyllis. After 10 years away, they are
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moving back to the cold and looking forward to spending
more time with their family.

God’s richest blessings to you all this coming year,
In Christ our Lord,

Pastor Franck
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Notes from the Executive Director…
Brothers and Sisters in Christ:
After an icy but wonderful holiday
season we begin another year. We
give thanks for the many blessings over the past year and although
we look forward to the opportunities which a New Year provides
us it is also important for us to carry over the successes which have
been bestowed upon Mount Olive over the past year.
There are so many individuals who assist in
performing the tasks which are necessary to keep
Mount Olive serving our members and the
community. From a personal standpoint having
been given the opportunity to serve in this manner
has allowed me the privilege of working with many
wonderful individuals who have become friends
over the years. I became aware early on that it was
not necessary to be an "expert" in any area due to the fact that there
were so many other individuals available and willing to teach and
assist me with any task and I have always had a great time working
on these tasks. As we begin the New Year I would encourage
everyone to consider opportunities to serve at Mount Olive and the
Board of Elders would solicit any suggestions or recommendations
of other areas or opportunities which may be available to serve the
Lord.
As 2017 begins and we await the trials
and blessings which await us we can go
forth in confidence Thanks to our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ. Jayne and I pray
for God's richest Blessings to all the
members of Mount Olive in 2017.
Yours in Christ,
Ed Martinson
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Notes from the Treasurer…
A Voter’s Meeting of Mt. Olive
was held on December 11th to
discuss and approve the 2017
budget. Using projected income for
2017 the Board of Elders presented
a balanced budget. Some of the
budget highlights are; continue to
pay an additional $163 monthly on
the mortgage, set up a dedicated
fund for replacing the office copier
in the future and fund that at $200 a
month, set up a dedicated fund for the District Convention that
happens every 3 years and set funds aside yearly instead of a larger
amount at Convention time. The Electricity line item was
decreased by $400 to reflect projected saving from the new lights.
A rebate from Minnesota Power will also be coming this year for
installing more cost efficient lighting. The Missions giving was
also increased to reflect the projected 2017 funding. The Board of
Elders also said that there is about $3,300 in the Missions fund
from when the pre-school that Mount Olive helped to fund was
disbanded. The disbursement of these Mission funds will be
discussed later this year.
Our operating fund balance remained on the positive side last
month and the amount over the operating fund reserve will be
transferred to help fund the 2017 budget. As part of the budget
approval process there will also be money transferred from the
Capital Improvements dedicated fund to help fund Church
maintenance projects and pay for the additional money budgeted
for mortgage payments.
As of December 18, 2016 the LCEF loan balance is $70,500. An
extra $800 from pledges and contributions will be paid on the loan
in January in addition to our budgeted payment of $750. We
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continue to receive donations from pledges and other donations
directed toward the windows.
A copy of the 2017 budget and the final 2016 financial reports will
be posted in the Upper Room in January. These reports will also
be found in the Annual report which will be printed during the first
part of 2017.
Contact me if you have any questions. In future newsletters I will
recap our loan balance and other items of financial interest. The
monthly Treasurer’s and Financial Secretary’s reports are posted in
the Upper Room. Contact
Financial Secretary, Keri
Lynn Igo, for any questions
on your giving statements
or pledge.
Yours in Christ,
Kaye Tanttari, Treasurer

We still have Pecans!!
The Rebecca Circle has an assortment of Pecans left in the office. Treat
yourself to the deliciousness of Pecans!! Not only are there
fresh Azalea Bran Mammoth Pecan halves at $11.00 per
one pound bag, there are also Schermer Milk Chocolate
Pecans in 12 ounce bags for $10.00 per bag and some
Caramel Clusters left. They are available in the office.
Contact Terri Trogdon @ 218-525-4690 or email at
ttrogdon@gmail.com
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From the
Church Office…
Hello and Greetings from the
Office!
I hope everyone is enjoying the New
Year and all the fun activities that
go with it! What strange weather
we are having! I was so happy about
the 40 degree days and then the ice
storm came! At least we have
longer days to look forward to.
I hope your holiday was wonderful and full of great memories!!

Welcome to 2017!
Don’t forget to check your
mailboxes at the church. Pick
up your 2017 offering
envelopes.
If you want to
continue to get The Lutheran
Witness or would like to start receiving it, please fill out the form
found on page 18 in this newsletter. And don’t forget – those
annual reports need to be turned into the office by the end of
January! Thank you in advance!
Have a blessed and bountiful 2017!!
Your servant in Christ

Julie
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Food for your body • Food for your soul.

Mt. Olive Food Shelf News:
Thank you for your regular support! We spend $300.00 per month,
and it is completely from the generous donations of our members!
There is always a need for more funds so please consider setting
aside a portion for this ministry. Our visitors really do appreciate
the food available to them here, and the friendly greeting they
receive from Julie. She gives them a bag to pick out what they
would like and offers a Bible to newcomers - 14 already given out
this year! We actually ran out of Bibles several months ago, and
needed to order more, so this is a great community outreach in that
way, too.
To help support the food shelf, your check/cash can be placed in
the offering plate and marked “food shelf.” If you want to do your
own shopping, the items we need most are soup, canned fruit,
canned pasta and meat, peanut butter, jam/jelly, tuna and other
canned meat, cereal, canned veggies, rice, mac and cheese, ramen,
pasta and pasta sauce, juice, peanuts and microwave popcorn. Nonfood items include deodorant, toothpaste, shampoo/conditioner,
lotion and soap. These can be left outside the cabinet in the Upper
Room.
Thank you, again, for all your
donations, both monetary and food
items!
Statistics beginning 4/26/10 – total
served = 99;
2011 total served = 229;
2012 total served = 251 (26 Bibles);
2013 total served = 317 (20 Bibles);
2014 total served = 452 (10 Bibles);
2015 total served = 466 (18 Bibles);
Total served thru 2016 = 346 (16 Bibles)

Actual monthly totals are posted on the cabinet door in the Upper
Room.
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Notes from the Financial Secretary:
Offering envelopes for 2017 are in your mailbox--be sure to pick
them up, if you haven’t already. If you didn’t receive envelopes
but would like them, just let us know. Watch for your annual
giving statement, which will be in your mailbox soon. New
members or anyone who got envelopes partway through 2016: if
you have offerings that aren’t reflected on your 2016 end-of-year
statement, please contact Financial Secretary Keri Lynn Igo or the
church office, and we can get you a receipt for tax purposes.
Thank you to everyone who generously supports Mt. Olive and our
missions!
All offerings received through Friday,
December 30, will be included on your
2016 end-of-year statement.

To all Lutheran Student Fellowship!
Lutheran Student Fellowship meets
most Tuesday nights for Bible
studies and monthly fun activities.
We meet in the basement of Mt.
Olive Lutheran Church on 2012 E.
Superior St. at 8 pm. We are
currently studying the book
Lutheranism 101. We also have fun
monthly activities planned; we are
currently planning a ski outing at Spirit Mountain. Join us
this month whether to learn more about your faith, have
fellowship with people your age or just to get away from
studying for an hour! Please contact Rachel or Elizabeth
Franck for more information.
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Circle News:
The January schedule resumes with:


Rebecca Circle will meet on Friday, January
20th for lunch at Pier B, at 11:30 a.m.
Men are invited to join them.



The Lydia Circle will resume again beginning in April.
Women of the congregation are encouraged and welcome
to join any of the groups. All meetings are at the church
unless otherwise indicated. Feel free to call the office for
information.

THE LWML will continue to collect Mites monthly on the first
Sunday of the month at the end of the service. The collection box
will be next to the exit of the church. Watch the bulletin monthly
inserts regarding the distribution of the monies collected.
LWML Mites YTD $1,806.88
Thanks so much for your generous
support!

LWML Meeting
Ladies of Mt. Olive, you are invited to
attend our next LWML meeting on
Sunday, January 15, in the Upper Room
following the church service. (Note the change in date from what
was previously scheduled.)
Have you had a chance to check out the new selection of books
and DVDs that are in the library? Take a look! We have a great
new selection of books for children and adults, and a nice new
selection of movies.
Merry Christmas!
Carol
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New Year’s Day Worship
January 1st – 9:30 a.m.
Mt. Olive Lutheran Church

Dessert Theater
February 11, 2017
Mt. Olive Lutheran Church

DESSERT THEATER
Dessert Theater! The ACT is planning another fun evening of
talent, skits, music, and desserts. Save the evening of Saturday,
February 11, for this fun activity and ACT fundraiser. Again, if you
want to be a part of the program, let Elizabeth or Rachel Franck
know. We will also be asking to borrow a few card tables.
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“Un-deck the Halls”
Thursday, January 5th
5:00 p.m.
Join us on Thursday at 5:00 pm for
a light supper, to help remove the
Christmas decorations and church
cleaning. It should be a fun time
for everyone!! Your help is
greatly appreciated.
Pastor Franck will be attending the Circuit Visitors
Conference January 30th and 31st.

THANK YOU to ALL the Circles, the LWML, the
Choirs and the Volunteers of the Church for their
efforts all year round. The wonderful programs and
dinners are a delight to the congregation and to our
visitors.
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Mission Sunday is January 15th
Lutheran Island Camp
One of our Minnesota North District ministries is Lutheran Island
Camp. Reaching out to youth and adults of all ages, the camp has a
variety of housing options, and is continually attempting to improve. Our
January offering will go to support this important outreach.

“The mission of Lutheran Island Camp & Retreat Center is to
support the ministry of proclaiming and confessing Jesus
Christ by nourishing the spiritual growth of all those we
serve, strengthening their service in Christ’s name.”
Lutheran Island Camp and Retreat Center is located on a secluded 67
acres surrounded by East Battle Lake in west-central Minnesota. The
camp is about ten miles west of the city of Henning and ten miles east of
the city of Battle Lake, Minnesota. The Island is approximately 45 miles
north of I-94, midway between Alexandria and Fergus Falls.
Established in 1952, Lutheran Island Camp is moving ahead by God's
grace into its second half-century of providing a quality Christian
camping experience for all ages. Development of the camp and its
facilities has continued throughout the years, from the early construction
of cabins, to the construction of the Education and Retreat Center (ERC)
in 1981, to the completion of the Martha Cabin in 2004, to the new roof
on the recreation hall and chapel in January 2006. Camps and retreats are
offered during all four seasons, giving campers the opportunity to enjoy
the ever-changing beauty of God's creation.
The property is owned by the Minnesota North District of The Lutheran
Church--Missouri Synod, with the camp operations incorporated
separately and receiving its funding through camper registration fees plus
tax-deductible contribution from individuals, families, groups, and
congregations. Thrivent Choice dollars are available through Thrivent
Financial. (Check with your representative to learn about Thrivent
Choice designation.)
Christ Serve Ranch has recently been purchased and is available for
programs. Our Creation-Science Environmental Learning Center,
Leadership Programs, Horse Outreach Program, and Equine College will
all be using Christ Serve Ranch.
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Operating year-round, Lutheran Island Camp and Retreat Center
employs a full-time staff of three. Ken Erlandson is Camp Director; Bill
Schultz is Director of Planning and Resource Development; and Marvin
Swyter is Maintenance Director.
In addition there are four year-round staff people who work part-time:
Deb Keirleber is Food Services Director; Tammy Keierleber is
Housekeeping Director; and Adriane Anderson is Registrar.
Mr. David Priebe, gift planner for the Minnesota North District, also
works with camp staff and volunteers to help people include camp in the
planned giving.

January 15th is Mission Sunday. We will have a free will offering
after service to support this ministry.
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News from
Lutheran Island Camp
www.islandcamp.org
January Quilting Retreat
This is a wonderful time to get away and do nothing but quilt. There are no
strangers at our quilting retreats even if this is your first one. Quilters of all skill
levels are welcome to come and spend up to 5 days quilting. We have excellent
meals, devotions, and plenty of time for you to quilt, hike or ski around the
Island, or sit by the fireside. Register early, these events usually fill. Arrival time
is 3:00 pm
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Lutheran Witness
Sign-Up
The Lutheran Witness magazine is published monthly
for the lay people of the Lutheran Church-Missouri
Synod. It contains a wide variety of thought-provoking
information including:








Articles about issues we face every day
News about the LCMS
LCMS positions on topics of current interest
Stories about fellow Christians
Features witnessing faith, compassion, and humor
Colorful photos and illustrations
Special Minnesota North District insert

The current subscriptions for the magazine expire with the March 2017
issue. The renewal cost for the next year is $22.01 ... just ~$1.84 per issue.
In order to receive this meaningful Lutheran publication from April 2017
through March 2018, please complete the form below (or use the Lutheran
Witness envelope in the packet of 2017 offering envelopes). Please place it
along with $22.01 check/cash in the offering plate or return it to the church
office by January 26th.
If you have any questions, contact the church office.
I/We wish to subscribe to The Lutheran Witness magazine.

My/Our check _____ cash _____ for $22.01 is attached.
Name

Address
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January Anniversaries
08 Kevin & Julie Jones, 29 years
26 Richard & Lois Mertz, 50 years

January Birthdays
1 Virginia Estridge
7 Laura Hass
9 Raychel Reiff
10 Fenix Blacketter
13 Camille Jones
14 Sarah Sloan
17 Katie Hass
21 Lisa Reinemann
Pam Reinemann
Carolyn Werkhoven
24 Marianne Jezierski
25 Holly Chambers
Judy Hoops

