Highlights
A Monthly Publication of Mt. Olive Lutheran Church – LCMS

March 2018

Notes from the Pastor…
is celebrated April 1 this year,
which means March finishes up
Lent and Holy Week. We are
walking with Jesus to the cross,
remembering how his death on the cross is our salvation, and
then also how his resurrection is our victory.
It’s all about Jesus. Jesus at the center. These are things we say
and believe throughout the year, and even more so as
we approach our celebration of Jesus
death and resurrection. The cross is our
focus, and now we live it out as we
receive from God His gifts in the services
where his word is preached.
Palm Sunday (March 25) is our remembrance of Jesus entering
into Jerusalem for Holy Week. It is also a reminder of what the
week is about as our Gospel reading is a longer reading from the
Passion according to St. Matthew. Service at Mount Olive will be
our regular 9:30 time.
Maundy Thursday begins the intense remembrance of the
weekend, with a celebration of the Lord’s Supper. Jesus began,
the night before he died, an on-going meal to feed and nourish us
with the results of his suffering and death, a meal of his own body
and blood, a meal that will go on until he comes again for his
church. We also have the stripping of the altar, as our chancel is
laid bare reminding us of what Jesus Christ went through for us.
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Good Friday is our remembrance of the death of Jesus on the
cross. We will have a simple noon vespers, but also a more
extensive evening service where we are mindful of Jesus’ death
for us and the saving work that He accomplished.
Our services celebrating the resurrection of Jesus actually begin
on Saturday evening, March 31, when after dark we gather (7:00
p.m.) and enter a darkened sanctuary to rejoice in the darkness to
light that Jesus Christ’s resurrection and our connection to that in
our baptism has brought to us. I’ll speak more about the meaning
of the resurrection for us next month as we begin the full Easter
season.
On Wednesdays in Lent, I’ve been preaching through 1
Corinthians. That will continue in Holy Week as we hear Paul
address several Lord’s Supper misunderstandings, true love
revealed by Jesus, and the resurrection of the body that is
revealed in Jesus’ own resurrection.
God’s blessings to you all this month, especially as we approach
the climax to the entire Christian year.
In Christ our Lord,

Pastor Rob Franck

*The Board of Elders Meeting will meet March 19th
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From the Church Office:
A reminder that Daylight Savings time begins Sunday, March 11th!!
We’ll “Lose” an hour. This Sunday might be a good time to do the
following:
1)
2)
3)
4)

Change the batteries in your smoke detector(s).
Take a nap in the afternoon.
Register for a class (crafts, self-improvement, etc.).
Reflect on the good things God has done in your life
over the last few months.
5) Start planning your garden additions.
6) Thank your pastor for his faithfulness.
(from LIC Tuesday e-news March 2010)

I don’t think anyone minds sacrificing an hour of sleep for the
knowledge that Spring is on the way! (March 20th). I am
waiting for the great melt-off; a favorite time of the year for
me. I consider it a season! Thanks
again to everyone for turning in
their annual reports in a timely
manner.
God Bless you and Happy Spring!
Your servant in Christ,

Julie
Easter Sunday is
April 1st

2:00 a.m.
Sunday, March 11th
Set your clocks AHEAD
One hour!!
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Circle News:
 The Rebecca Circle will be delivering
Baked Goods to the Union Gospel Mission
March 25th. *Please bring your baked
goods to the church and Sandi Iverson will
take them to Union Gospel.
 The Book Club will meet March7th and 21st at 7:00 pm @
Dee’s house.
 LWML Meeting March 11, Sunday School Room
 The Lydia Circle will resume again beginning in April.
Women of the congregation are encouraged and welcome to
join any of the groups.

Sunday, March 4th is
LWML Mite Sunday
Totals for February $117.74 (ytd$267.56)
Thank you for your generous support!

The LWML is in the process of assembling hygiene kits for men
and women which will be delivered to the Orphan Grain Train.
Kits are sent to disaster, needy or war areas. We will be collecting
items until Sunday, March 11.
Following are items that will go into the kits. We have received
from Thrivent $250 to act as seed money for this project. We plan
to use some of that money for towels that will need to be
purchased to complete the kits. You are invited to pick up an item
or two from the list below and drop it off in our collection box in
the Upper Room. Thank you for supporting the LWML and the
Orphan Grain Train!
wash cloth (dark colors)
bath-size bar soap
adult-size toothbrush
sturdy comb
Band-Aids (1/2 or 3/4 inch)
Deodorant
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At coffee hour on March 4th we will
celebrate Volunteer
Appreciation. We invite all to
come downstairs for coffee hour.
The treats are provided through a
grant from Thrivent.
There will be a meeting in the Sunday school room
on March 11th after the service.
We look forward to seeing you there!
Ladies of Mt. Olive mark your calendars! The
Spring Rally of the Lake Superior Zone LWML
will be held AT MT. OLIVE on Saturday, April 21. Registration
will start at 10:00 a.m. with the program starting at 10:30. More
details and information will be in the April newsletter.

Rebecca Circle News:
Looking ahead to April; the Rebecca Circle members
and their husbands will be attending the play “Fences”
at Two Harbors HS on Saturday, April 8th at 2:00 pm.
We will be dining at Blackwoods afterwards. Tickets
are $12.00.
Please contact Judy Hoops
for reservations @525-6655.

Thrivent Members! Remember to designate your
Thrivent Choice dollars from 2107 by the end of
March or you lose them. You can also designate you
2018 dollars that have accrued at the same time! Call 1-800Thrivent or Contact Jeff Reinemann if you have any questions.
Thank you.
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Lutheran Student Fellowship
Lutheran Student Fellowship of Duluth
finished up our study of the Gospel of John
during our weekly study night last month,
and then began a study of the book, "The
Reason I Believe: The Basics of Christian
Apologetics" by Allan Quist. This book will
take us to the end of the academic year. We
meet at 8:00 p.m. on Tuesday nights. Chapter
one ended with the question, "Why should a
person be a Christian instead of a follower of some other religion?
How might the Apostle John answered that question?" something we
could answer since we just read his gospel. Our fun activity for this
month will be watching the recently released movie, "The Case for
Christ," which will be at the Franck home, a very appropriate movie
given our current study topic. Last month we played broomball at
the Christian ministry site in Duluth, "Wilderness Experience."

All Choir Members and Those Who Enjoy Singing Hymns: You are
invited to Peace in Christ Lutheran Church, Hermantown
(5007 Maple Grove Road) on Saturday, March 10th, at
Noon, to help record some hymns for Main Street Living
North, a 30 minute service of worship hosted by pastors
of the Minnesota North District, including our Lake
Superior Circuit. You are needed for an hour and a half
on Saturday, March 10th, from Noon-1:30 p.m. Hope to see you there!

Annual Fundraising Dinner
April 21, 2018 - 5:00 p.m.
Dinner served at 5:00 pm

Menu:
Salad Bar, Choice of New York Strip or Salmon, Vegetable,
Baked Potato, Dessert and Beverage
Tim (834-2570 or 940-3849) and Ernie (525-2520) will be
selling tickets if anyone is interested in purchasing one. This is a
great dinner with lots of wonderful fellowship. We are about
75% sold; so if interested act quickly! Tickets are $20
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Mission Sunday is March 18th
Mount Olive Scholarship Fund
The March mission project for the third Sunday in March
will be Mount Olive's Scholarship Fund. This fund has
lain dormant for many years, but was recently revived,
both in expenditures and donations. Especially with the
needs of Mount Olive member Josef Muench, now in his
first year of seminary, the fund will need significant
donations to continue.
The fund is for Mount Olive members who are intending
to go into church work, and is applied for through the
Board of Elders. If you want to make a donation to this
fund, you can bring it to the service on March 18 during
the freewill offering, or make an offering at any time and
indicate that it is for the Scholarship Fund.
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HAVE YOU WATCHED YET?
"MAIN STREET LIVING NORTH" is a locally produced TV
program that includes a 30 minute worship service led by
participating pastors of the North Dakota and Minnesota North
Districts of our LCMS, along with a 30 minute children's program
called "Kid's Crossing". It is broadcast each Sunday at 10:00 a.m.
Central time on KBJR Channel 6 NBC and cable and satellite
systems carrying these stations, and archived on
www.mainstreetlivingnorth.com.
MAIN STREET LIVING NORTH LCMS SERVICE OF WORSHIP
televised by KBJR Channel 6 for:
th
March 4 : Pastor Tom Brinkley – St. Matthews Lutheran
Church, Esko.
March 11th: Pastor Matt Kohl – Our Redeemer Lutheran
Church, Cloquet
March 18th: Pastor John Bonk – Shepherd of the Lake
Lutheran Church, Cloquet.
March 25th: Pastor Tim Ludwig – Peace in Christ –
Hermantown

Salad & Hotdish Luncheon
at St. Matthews
Friday, April 20th
11:00 am – 1:00 pm
$8.00 – adults
Donation – children under age 12

Invite your friends, coworkers, and neighbors.
Enjoy food and fellowship!
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CHOICE unlimited
ROARING TWENTIES Masquerade Ball
March 8th, Thursday 7:00 pm
Greysolon Plaza Ballroom
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Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church (LCMS) of Superior, WI
operates a special endowment fund for the
purpose of providing scholarship assistance to
LCMS students who wish to attend LCMS
schools. This shall include LCMS colleges,
universities and seminaries.
Any student who is a communicant member in
good standing in a LCMS congregation may apply
for a scholarship award. Any award granted shall be for tuition
purposes only. Application forms and related instructions are
available from the CELC office and must be returned no later than
April 1, 2017.
The Arrowhead Chorale will perform “A
Requiem Mosaic” on Saturday, March 10th at
7:30 PM and Sunday, March 11th at 3:00 PM,
at First Lutheran Church in Duluth. The
concert will explore the history of the Requiem
with excerpts from past to present, including
performance of the highly acclaimed new work,
“Requiem for the Living”, by Dan Forrest. This
music addresses mourning but it is interwoven with inspirational music
of consolation. Tickets can be purchased on-line at
ArrowheadChorale.com or they can be purchased at the door.
A free lecture will be given by Professor William B. Hatcher, a gifted
choral conductor and an Emeritus Professor from the University of Iowa
on Saturday, March 10th at 3:30 PM at First Lutheran Church in
Duluth. The lecture is titles, “What In The World Is A Requiem??”
Come learn a bit and enjoy the concert even more.

Easter Breakfast (April 1st) Request:
The youth group would like some help with the
Easter Breakfast. If you are able to help prepare on
Saturday morning, serve on Sunday morning
between services, or clean up after the breakfast, please
contact Rachel or Elizabeth.
Thank you. Pastor Franck
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Evangelism outreach program:

Food for your body • Food for your soul.

Mt. Olive Food Shelf News:
Thank you for your regular support! We spend $300.00 per month,
and it is completely from the generous donations of our members!
There is always a need for more funds so please consider setting
aside a portion for this ministry. Our visitors really do appreciate
the food available to them here, and the friendly greeting they
receive from Mt. Olive. so this is a great community outreach in
that way, too.
To help support the food shelf, your check/cash can be placed in
the offering plate and marked “food shelf.” If you want to do your
own shopping, the items we need most are soup, canned fruit,
canned pasta and meat, peanut butter, jam/jelly, tuna and other
canned meat, cereal, canned veggies, rice, mac and cheese, ramen,
pasta and pasta sauce, juice, peanuts and microwave popcorn. Nonfood items include deodorant, toothpaste, shampoo/conditioner,
lotion and soap. These can be left outside the cabinet in the Upper
Room.
Thank you, again, for all your donations,
both monetary and food items!
Statistics beginning 4/26/10 – total served =
99;
2011 total served = 229;
2012 total served = 251 (26 Bibles);
2013 total served = 317 (20 Bibles);
2014 total served = 452 (10 Bibles);
2015 total served = 466 (18 Bibles);
2016 total served = 346 (16 Bibles);
2017 total served = 361 (16 Bibles)
Total served thru 2018 = 52 (1 Bibles)

Actual monthly totals are posted on the cabinet door in the Upper
Room.
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Greetings in Christ!
Greetings in Christ! Winter continues its grip
on Lutheran Island Camp and Christ Serve
Ranch. We looked back to last year and
realized that the snow was gone, the frost
was out and we had a gap starting to form
around the ice on the lake. What a difference a
year makes.
It appears that this year’s Polar Plunge will be pleasant with temps
approaching 40 degrees on Saturday. We do still have room for
those who would like to participate. You can come for the day or
for the weekend.
The Women’s Retreat is scheduled for April 13-15. It will feature
Michelle Diercks, whose topic is “Daughter of the King”.
Information is available on our website.
Last Sunday’s jamboree at Immanuel Lutheran went very well
with lots of kids getting registered for summer camp. Other
Jamborees coming up include: March 4 (Louis is at Zion/Brainerd)
– (Ken – St. John/Park Rapids); March 11 (Louis – Lord of
Glory/Elk River) – (Ken-Peace in Christ/Hermantown).
Summer 2018 program Highlight:
Discovery Camps
6-8 year olds who want the opportunity to learn about summer
camp will want to attend our Discovery Camp. Activities include
swimming, pontoon ride, hiking, Bible Study, and lots more! Pony
rides will be available this year, weather permitting.
Ages: 6-8
Dates: #1 July 27-29; #2 August 10-12
Rates: $115.
Deposit: $50
The Women’s retreat has now been set. It will be held April 1315, 2018 and will feature Michelle Diercks.
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EASTER FLOWER DEADLINE:

Monday, March 19th

Enclosed is $

for:

In Memory of _________________________________________
From _______________________________________________
OR
A Gift from ___________________________________________
These are the plants available B plants are
wrapped

in

foil from Engwalls Peterson

Anderson Flowers. Please check the one(s)
you wish and checks for the plants can be
made out to AMt. Olive Lutheran Church.@
Please make sure that payment for the plants
is clearly marked for AEaster Flowers.@ (Use
the pink >Easter Flowers= envelope from your
packet of envelopes to facilitate payment.)
Easter Lily, $12.99
___ Chrysanthemums, $18.99
Begonias, $18.99
Azaleas, $24.99
Kalanchoes, $18.99
Cyclamens, $18.99
Tulips, $16.99
Bulb Garden, $16.99
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Prior to the worship service various groups or
individuals have volunteered to host a soup supper
beginning at 5:00 p.m. The kitchen is fully
stocked to aide any family or group who would
like to host a soup supper! (Supplies range from
peanut butter/jelly to cheese/crackers.)
Plan your evening to begin with a delicious soup
supper and fellowship with members of Mt. Olive before attending the
worship service at 6:30 p.m.
There is a signup sheet on the Upper room Door ;we still have one date
open. Thank you to all who serve!
The dates to plan for are:
March 7th –
March 14th – Joycelyn Ottinger and Carolyn Werkoven
March 21st – Ed and Jayne Martinson
March 29th (Maundy Thursday) – The Jones Family

Thank you to all who participated
or attended the Dessert Theater on Saturday
evening, February 11. It was a lot of fun, and
nearly $333.00 was raised for Youth Group
activities. Special thanks go out to Jo Ann
Bollman who decorated and Tim Jezierski for
MC duties; also to Elizabeth and Rachel Franck, who were the
driving force behind the evening and did almost all of the dessert
baking.
Our prayers and condolences to the
family of Carol Daigle; who passed away in
her home Wednesday morning, February
28th. May God grant His comfort and
peace to her children and family as they
mourn the loss of this very dear person. We
will remember her children in our prayers.

GET WELL SOON!
Jerry Anderson
Steve Clemenson
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Holy Week Services
Maundy Thursday 6:30 p.m. Divine Service with Communion
Good Friday
Noon Worship Service
7:00 p.m. Worship Service
Easter Vigil 7:00 p.m. Worship Service with Holy Communion
(Members are asked to gather in the Narthex before proceeding into the Sanctuary)

Easter Worship Schedule
6:30 a.m. - Divine Service with Communion
7:45-9:00 - Easter Breakfast
9:30 a.m. - Divine Service with Communion

Special Service Volunteers for April:
Ushers
3/07 – Jon Farchmin and Randy Muench
3/14 – Jon Farchmin and Randy Muench
3/21 – Randy Muench
3/29 – Randy Muench and Arden Weaver
3/30 – (Noon) Peter Pierce
(Evening) Jon Farchmin and Randy Muench
3/31 – Jim Franck and Randy Muench
Communion Assistants
3/29 –Jon Farchmin and Bob Iverson
3/31 – Jeff Suronen and Steve Trogdon
Acolytes
3/07 – Joshua Franck
3/14 – Joshua Franck
3/21 – Joshua Franck
3/29 – Joshua Franck
3/31 – Jacob Franck
Counters
3/07 – Jon and Carol Farchmin
3/14 – Jon and Carol Farchmin
3/21 – Ed and Jayne Martinson
3/29 – Jon and Carol Farchmin
3/30 – (Noon)
(Evening)

3/31 – Jon and Carol Farchmin
Altar Guild: Gayle, Rachel & Elizabeth Franck
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March Anniversaries
5

Arden & Carol Weaver, 47 years

March Birthdays
1 Carol Duncan
George Mousky
Roxanne Wilmes
4 David Polzin
5 Ray Rodenwald
6 Jane Antonson
7 Mark Koivula
Robin Muench
8 Sam Cooley
9 John Bucholz
13 Tony Longtin
Ashlynn Stepec
14 Michaila Andersen

19
20
21
22
24
25
27
28
30

Ed Martinson
Amy Polzin
Mick Moen
Oskar Mattson
Jennifer Cline
Josh Hautajarvi
Oliver Stepec
Walt Wendling
Jeff Suronen
Kevin Fry

