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Notes from the Pastor…
“Return to the Lord Your God, for He is
gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and
abounding in steadfast love.” Those are the
words from Joel 2 that form the theme for
Lent we are observing this month.
It is God’s call for us to come back to Him, and the words of God
are both an invitation and God’s own working in us. When we
have failed, he is faithful. And the call He makes still stands. We
will hear that call through the Passion readings and into Holy
Week this year, even to the celebration of Jesus’ resurrection from
the dead-on Easter Sunday, April 4.
A number of things to watch for at Mount Olive are detailed in this
newsletter.
Wednesday evening vespers services are scheduled
for 4:30 through March 24.
Holy Week services include Maundy Thursday service at 6:30,
Good Friday services at noon and 6:30, Easter Vigil service on
Saturday at 7:00 p.m., and Easter morning services at 6:00 and
9:30 a.m.
We hope soon to have e-giving options available for people, both
with forms available at church, and also
online at our web site. You will be able to
make one-time or repeated donations to
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Mount Olive, and all fees will be covered by the Lutheran Church
Extension Fund in its support of LCMS congregations. Thank you
With the lower number of cases of COVID
regionally, we are returning to communion at the
communion rail in March. We will still be
spacing people out as we keep hoping and
praying for a continual reduction of this disease,
and long for a more “normal” situation.
We do miss fellowship events like Lenten soup suppers and most
likely the Easter breakfast. Hopefully, we will be able to have a
“make-up” potluck dinner in the months to come.
We are still anticipating a celebration of Mount Olive’s 100th
anniversary. Mount Olive was founded as an organization in May
1921, and held its first worship service on the Eastern side of
Duluth in October 1922, and I am anticipating a recognition that
will begin this May with various events
leading up to a full celebration late
September or early October of 2022. If
you would like to help with this, please
talk to pastor or one of the elders. Several
people are working on a couple aspects of
this celebration already.
God’s blessings to you all this month,

Pastor Franck
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Lenten Series Theme
In the Book of Joel, the prophet paints a vivid picture of the
coming judgment of God, the Day of the Lord. The imagery is
bold and terrifying: hordes of locusts swarming over the land and
decimating everything. Joel’s prophecy has teeth even today as
wars rage, natural disasters threaten and destroy, and our
culture seems to be unraveling. But right in the middle of this
frightening portent, we find a tender invitation from the Lord:
“Return to the Lord your God, for He is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love; and He relents
over disaster” (Joel 2:13). God’s invitation and promise finds its
fullness in Jesus Christ, who personifies and accomplishes all
that God declares. During this season of Lent, we will consider
the theme “Return to the Lord” and examine how the call to
return played out in practical ways for the people who walked
alongside Christ as He demonstrated and carried out God’s grace
and mercy on our behalf, taking God’s wrath upon Himself,
setting the stage for God to “turn and relent, and leave a
blessing behind Him” (Joel 2:14).

Wednesday evening LENT worship service
information
March 3rd – Midweek of Lent 2 Vespers at 4:30 pm
March 10th – Midweek of Lent 3 Vespers at 4:30 pm
March 17th– Midweek of Lent 4 Vespers at 4:30 pm
March 24th – Midweek of Lent 5 Vespers at 4:30 pm
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From the Church Office:
Well, I don’t think anyone minds sacrificing an hour of sleep
for the knowledge that Spring is on the way! (March 14th). Yay!
I do feel a little bit more optimistic about Spring actually
arriving; the melting is encouraging, especially after the polar
vortex experience!! Wow!
Our church is really evolving with times! Soon we will be
onboard with Vanco to offer online contributions via bank
withdrawals/internet direct giving. This
will make giving to the church so much
easier.
Our My Savior Lives Northland is also reaching amazing
numbers of households; it is inspirational to receive the
contributions and notes of appreciation.
It feels like we might be getting ready to get back to normal!
We are going back to communion at the rail. Hopefully,
the vaccination is becoming available to our members and we
will see you at services again soon.
Thank you to everyone for their efforts in turning in their
annual reports. There are still some not turned in…Thank you
in advance!
LWML Ladies, your Quarterlies are in your mailboxes!
Enjoy!
God Bless you and Happy Spring!
Your servant in Christ,

Julie
*A reminder that Daylight Savings time
begins Sunday, March 14th!!

Spring ahead!!
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Circle News:
The schedule is as follows:
Lydia Circle, Rebecca Circle, LWML will
begin meeting when it is safe for our members
to do so.
The next MITES offering will be March 7th
Thank you so much for your generous support!
THE LWML will continue to collect Mites monthly on
the first Sunday of the month at the end of the service. The
collection box will be next to the exit of the church. Watch
the bulletin monthly inserts regarding the distribution of the
monies collected.
The mites collected on February 7th by the LWML totaled $112.17,
with a year-to-day total of $217.66. The mites that are collected
fund mission grants voted on by the district and national LWML.
The LWML thanks you!
Library News
The table outside the library highlights different
books/DVD’s that are in the library. Because we will
soon be embarking on the season of Lent, some of
the selections are Lent/Easter focused. Also, with all
the unrest going on in our country right now, some of
the selections are geared towards comfort, standing strong in our
faith and finding joy in these crazy times. For the season of Lent
and Easter, here are some of the selections: The Days Before
Easter, The Passion of the Christ (DVD), The Power of the
Resurrection (DVD) and a Veggie Tales DVD titled, An Easter
Carol. Books geared towards comfort, standing strong in our faith
and finding joy are: Standing Firm, by Jesse Yow; Christ Have
Mercy, How to Put Your Faith in Action, by Matthew Harrison, The
Defense Never Rests, by Craig Parton; and A Little Book on Joy,
by Matthew Harrison.
The Mt. Olive library is here to help you in your walk of faith – take
advantage of this wonderful resource!
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Sunday, March 7, 2021
Congregational Prayer - Heavenly
Father, someone we know needs Your
mercy. Someone we know needs
forgiveness. Someone we know doesn’t
know you as their Savior. Give us
opportunity we pray, to share the good
news of Your love with them. Open their
hearts and minds to receive this
message. Lord in Your mercy.
Prayer for SOMEONE YOU KNOW who doesn’t know Jesus as Savior, or who
has drifted away from church
https://mnnlcms.360unite.com/someone-you-know

Mt. Olive 100th Anniversary - 2022
Mt. Olive is celebrating its 100th
anniversary in 2022! We will be
recognizing this special time with
multiple events to be planned by
our Anniversary Committee.
These events can include but not
be limited to worship services, concerts and exhibits
of historical artifacts, etc. The anniversary will be
here before we know it! If you would like to participate
please contact Pastor Franck.

In Our Prayers for Healing
Bill Cary
Dagmar Seybold
Jeff Suronen
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Board of Elders Report
The Board of Elders held a meeting on February
15th, 2021. It was opened with a prayer by Pastor
Franck.
Service times for the Easter season were discussed
and set. Discussions on allowing auto giving by
credit cards was agreed on and finding a service
that fits with our financial computer program will
be owed by financial secretary. Discussions on
code upgrades on elevator we discussed and
approved. Long range plans on major code
upgrades due to new city adopted codes have a
grace period of five years. We will look further
into these items. A new service contract for
elevator maintenance was approved. A plan was
put into place to fix heating repair issues in
fellowship hall. We will continue to monitor COVID
numbers to allow us to go back to our standard
Communion practices. Other small maintenance
items were discussed.
We ended with the Lord's Prayer.
Yours in Christ,
Tim Jezierski
Chairman Board of Elders
The next Board of Elders meeting will be
March 15th at 6:00 pm.
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Mission Sunday is March 21st

ISSUES, ETC.

Talk Radio for the
Thinking Christian
Office: 618-223-8385 Studio: 877-623-6943
www.issuesetc.org
talkback@issuesetc.org
Facebook: facebook.com/issuesetc
Twitter: @issuesetc

There will be a freewill offering after the service.
Thank you for supporting this worthwhile ministry.
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Thank you for supporting this worthwhile ministryLCMS Service of
Worship – Every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. on KBJR Channel 6, Duluth.
MY SAVIOR LIVES NORTHLAND LCMS SERVICE OF WORSHIP for
the Duluth region televised by KBJR Channel 6. "MY SAVIOR LIVES
NORTHLAND" is a locally produced, regionally recognized TV
program with a message for the world. The service includes a 30minute worship service led by participating pastors of the
Minnesota North District of our LCMS. My Savior Lives Northland is
broadcast every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. Central time on KBJR Channel
6 NBC and cable and satellite systems carrying these stations.

March 7th
Pastor John Bonk
Shepherd of the Lake Church – Two Harbors, MN
March 14th
Pastor Troy Peperkorn
Faith Lutheran Church – Silver Bay, MN
March 21st
Pastor Tim Ludwig
Peace In Christ Church – Hermantown, MN
March 28th
Pastor Matthew Kohl
Our Redeemer Lutheran Church - Cloquet, MN
Please send contributions c/o:
Mt. Olive Lutheran Church
2012 East Superior Street
Duluth MN 55812
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EASTER FLOWER DEADLINE: March 7th
Please note there are Easter Flower
order forms on the table in the Narthex.
The deadline is soon because of the
greenhouse’s requirements. Thank you
for helping to make the altar beautiful
during Easter!

Lutheran Island Camp
Bible Camp & Retreat Center

45011 230th St. Henning, MN 5655

Confirmation Retreats
January - May
Weekend Dates Available
The availability of confirmation retreats will be based upon
the guidelines for school districts related to conducting faceto-face instruction. Face-to-face instruction must be taking
place in both the sending community and in Ottertail County
at the time of the event. All health department guidelines
related to COVID will be followed and the situation will be
fluid throughout the winter season.

218.583.2905
info@islandcamp.org
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Food for your body • Food for your soul.

Mt. Olive Food Shelf News:
The Mt. Olive Food Shelf is a much-used resource for many
people in this area and it is one of many mission
opportunities that Mt. Olive sponsors. Our Thanksgiving
Offering goes to it every year. It has grown steadily in
number of users over this last year.
Ways to support the Food Shelf:
If you are able to pick up a few extra items when you go to
the grocery store, they can be left by the cabinet in the
Upper Room. If you prefer not to shop, a check or cash can
be put in the offering plate and marked “food shelf.”
Items most needed are soup, canned fruit, canned pasta
and meat, tuna, peanut butter, jelly/jam, cereal, ramen,
rice, mac and cheese, pasta and pasta sauce, canned
veggies and juice. Non-food items include deodorant,
toothpaste, toothbrushes,
shampoo, lotion and soap.
Anything you can give would be much appreciated! Thank you!

Statistics beginning 4/26/10 – total served = 99;
2011 total served = 229
2012 total served = 251 (26 Bibles)
2013 total served = 317 (20 Bibles)
2014 total served = 452 (10 Bibles)
2015 total served = 466 (18 Bibles)
2016 total served = 346 (16 Bibles)
2017 total served = 361 (16 Bibles)
2018 total served = 396 (7 Bibles)
2019 total served = 319 (7 Bibles)
2020 total served = 133 (1Bible)
Total served thru February = 16 (2 Bibles)

Actual monthly totals are posted on the cabinet door in the Upper
Room.
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Wilderness Experience Summer 2021
Following is a local non-profit that I am involved
with. If you are looking for summer camps for
your children or grandchildren, here is an
opportunity that I highly recommend.
Jon Farchmin
Summer Christian Day Camp Opportunity!
Wilderness Experience is a local outdoor ministry,
focused on the greater Duluth area. Our mission
is to help our community pursue Christ through
experiencing His creation! We offer a variety of
day camps for kids, with a wide array of
activities! Kids will have opportunities to be
immersed in farm life, hiking, canoeing, crafting,
exploring, and learning how all of these things
point us back to Jesus. For more information and
to sign-up, we invite you to visit our website,
www.wildernessexperience.org/day-camps
Registration opens March 1st, 2021
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Dear Friends in Christ – Co-workers in the
Minnesota North District:
We have received word that Chaplain Aaron Bell’s
(Camp Pendleton, CA) father Rev. Gary Bell (Benicia,
CA) was taken to be with his Savior in heaven on
Saturday, January 23, 2021. Rev. Gary Bell served his
first Call in a dual role at Faith Lutheran Church in Maple, WI and
in Deaf Ministry for the MN North District before continuing his
ministry in congregations in Colorado and California.
A Celebration of Life Service has been postponed until a later date
due to restrictions on in-person gatherings imposed by the
current pandemic.
Please keep the Bell family in your prayers, asking that God would
soothe their sorrow and wipe away their tears with the precious
promises of the Gospel. The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken
away. Blessed be the name of the Lord!
We would kindly ask you to share this information with any
Pastors who do not have internet access. I would especially ask
you to contact the emeritus pastors or their widows to inform
them.
Peace to you in Christ,
Rev. Donald J. Fondow
District President
". . .'Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth.' 'Yes,' says
the Spirit, 'so that they will receive rest from their labors, for their works
accompany them'" (Revelation 14:13).

Thank you to all those who gave their dollars to
Thrivent this year! There have been very
generous contributions and our ministries really
appreciate the support!
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Our condolences go to Ernie Schoenfeld
on the passing of his sister Johanna
Schoenfeld on Wednesday, February 17th.
Johanna was 95; was living in Germany and
suffered a stroke a couple of years ago. She
has been released is now with our Lord.
Praise the Lord.

Thank You
I would like to Thank everyone for their kind thoughts and
prayers during recovery from my pelvic fracture. Your
cards have been such a blessing. I feel so blessed for my
church family! God Bless you all! Dagmar Seybold

I would like to say a Special Thank you to
my friends at Mt. Olive for the prayers,
phone calls, emails, and wonderful cards
and well wishes during my time of
sickness. I really appreciated to have my
church family praying for me, I know it
made a huge difference in my recovery!
I am forever grateful to be a part of the family of Mt. Olive
Lutheran Church! Thank you! Jeff Suronen
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EASTER FLOWER DEADLINE:

Monday, March 7th

(The greenhouse requires the order early because of Covid)
Enclosed is $

for:

In Memory of _________________________________________
From _______________________________________________
OR
A Gift from ___________________________________________

These are the plants available plants are
wrapped in foil from Lilac Hill Greenhouse
Flowers. Please check the one(s) you wish

and checks for the plants can be made out to
Mt. Olive Lutheran Church. Please make sure
that payment for the plants is clearly marked

for Easter Flowers. (Use the pink Easter
Flowers envelope

from

your

envelopes to facilitate payment.)

packet

of

Easter Lily, $13.00

___ Chrysanthemums, $19.00

Begonias, $19.00

Kalanchoes, $19.00
Cyclamens, $19.00

Tulips, $17.50
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Holy Week and Easter Schedule
Holy Week Services 2021
Maundy Thursday – April 1st

6:30 p.m. Divine Service with Comm

Good Friday – April 2nd

Noon Worship Service
6:30 p.m. Worship Service
7:00 p.m. Worship Service with Comm

Easter Vigil – April 3rd

Members are asked to gather in the Narthex
before proceeding into the Sanctuary

Easter Sunday – April 4th

6:00 a.m. - Divine Service with Comm
9:30 a.m. - Divine Service with Comm

*Sunday, March 14th 2:00 a.m.
Set your clocks AHEAD One hour!!
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March Anniversaries
5

Arden & Carol Weaver, 50 years

March Birthdays
1
4
5
6
7
8
9
13
17

Carol Duncan
David Polzin
Ray Rodenwald
Jane Antonson
Mark Koivula
Robin Muench
Sam Cooley
John Bucholz
Tony Longtin
Ashlynn Stepec
Alisa Von Hagel

19 Stratton Maas
Ed Martinson
20 Amy Dunn (Polzin)
21 Mick Moen
22 Oskar Mattson
24 Jennifer Cline
25 Oliver Stepec
28 Jeff Suronen

