Highlights
A Monthly Publication of Mt. Olive Lutheran Church – LCMS

May 2017

Notes from the Pastor:
This year is a “banner” year for the Lutheran Church,
since the reformation is often given the date of
October 31, 1517, as a beginning. I think it’s hard to
nail such a firm date on the Lutheran Reformation,
so to speak, but if I had to list some key events, I
would narrow them down to these five:
First, I think I have to include October 31, 1517, since it is the date given
by so many. Martin Luther published his 95 Theses, the more popular
name to his Disputation on the Power and Efficacy of Indulgences, and
nailed a copy to the door of the Castle Church in Wittenberg. It was a
posting inviting academic debate, but soon grew beyond that. The first
thesis is often quoted, “When our Lord and Master Jesus Christ said,
“Repent,” he willed the entire life of believers to be
one of repentance.” Most of the theses deal with
Indulgences, especially their abuse, and don’t make
for great reading for us since we aren’t faced with
those same abuses today, but when the theses were
translated into German and published more widely, it
began a movement that led to what we know as the
Reformation.
The second event isn’t one on which we can give a clear date, but is
rather an insight Martin Luther experienced in the year 1519. Luther
was a lecturer on the Bible in Wittenberg, and had lectured on the
Psalms, on Romans, on Galatians, and on Hebrews. But there was still
something he didn’t understand, and even was upset about, particularly
in Romans 1:16-17. What does Paul mean when he says that in the
gospel, the righteousness of God is revealed by faith? Luther did not like
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that term, righteousness of God, because he had
been misunderstanding it. He thought it meant the
way God is righteous and holy and judges us. In a
flash of insight, Luther understood another
meaning to that phrase. Instead of the
righteousness by which God judges us, he saw a
new meaning in it, the righteousness which God
GIVES to us by faith. That insight changed Luther’s teaching in all of
scripture.
The third event would be the Diet of Worms. It was there that Luther
was ordered by the emperor and all the hierarchy of the church to
recant his writings or face possible outlaw status, arrest, and even
execution. Luther, of course, refused, and made his famous confession,
“I am bound by the Scriptures I have quoted and my conscience is
captive to the Word of God. I cannot and will not recant anything, since
it is neither safe nor right to go against conscience. Here I stand. I can
do no other. May God help me. Amen.” Of course, we know that Luther
was protected physically and lived to continue his teaching and
reformation. But at the time, he did not know if his actions and words
would bring about a speedy demise.
The fourth event I would pick is the Presentation of the Augsburg
Confession. At the Diet in Augsburg, the Emperor Charles V called the
leaders of the regions embracing the Reformation to make a clear
statement of what they believed and were teaching. That document laid
out in a gentle and peaceful way how they were not teaching anything
new in the church, but rather were teaching what the church had
always taught, and had made only mild reformations in the church’s
practice, nothing that wasn’t contrary to the teachings or the historic
practice of the church. It was rejected by the Roman church, but
embraced by even more people after hearing the Gospel so clearly
proclaimed.
The fifth event is one 50 years later. After Luther’s
death, many of the “Lutherans” were being
threatened by doctrinal disunity. Pastors and
teachers were varying in what they taught about key
and important doctrines. Several pastors worked
together to bring about both a document called the
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“Formula of Concord” and ultimately the “Book of Concord,” which
clearly expressed the truths of scripture, addressing them to important
disagreements about the Sacraments, and assembled together the
documents that ultimately defined the Lutheran Church.
After 500 years, does the Reformation still matter? The Roman Catholic
Church is not the same as it was at the time of Luther. Lutheran
churches often do not agree among themselves on what it means to be
Lutheran? Go back to the questions being debated during the
Reformation. Are they still important? Are we saved by grace from God
or by what we do? Is the Bible held up as the authority? What do the
Sacraments mean? Yes, the Reformation still matters.
In Christ our Lord,

Pastor Rob Franck

Back a couple months ago, the Sunday School did
a spaghetti fundraiser for audio CDs for our
church library. Those CDs were purchased, but
it has been a little while for them to make their
way into the library. That is happening this
month, and over the next few months I want to
highlight some of those CDs.
GA Henty
The next set of new Audio CDs place in our Library I want to feature are
the Heirloom Audio Productions of several of G. A. Henty’s adventures.
Henty wrote Historical fiction, placing young people (to whom his
stories are aimed) right in the thick of historical events, with the goal of
making history and historical and geographical situations come to life.
The adventures purchased with the funds raised last year include:


The Cat of Bubastes, set in ancient Egypt, and revisiting the
plagues and Israel’s exodus
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Beric the Briton, telling the tale of the Roman invasion of
ancient Britannia
 In the Reign of Terror, during the time of one of history’s
darkest times—the French Revolution
 In Freedom’s Cause, how William Wallace, by his undaunted
courage and strength of character, forever changed the history
of Scotland. His stand against oppression – despite
overwhelming odds – inspired the heroic leader who will
eventually gain Scotland’s freedom, King Robert the Bruce
 Under Drake’s Flag, a young boy taking an adventure with Sir
Francis Drake and coming face to face with the Spanish
Inquision
 With Lee in Virginia, a boy who finds himself in a thrilling
adventure when he joins the cavalry of the Army of Northern
Virginia. He is soon fighting alongside many of the most famous
Confederate generals
 The Dragon and the Raven, set in the time of King Alfred in
early England
Each adventure features prominently people of the Christian or Israelite
faith, as well as imparting key historical information.
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News from the Office…
Happy May everyone! Earlier in
month I started this article extolling
the virtues of the nice weather we were
experiencing; now I have to complain
a bit about the abrupt change in our
weather. Come back warm, sunny
weather! Oh well, sooner than later
(hopefully) we can start enjoying the
weather again. I want to Thank all
the Volunteers and Helpers for a
wonderful Lent season. The Soup
Suppers and Coffee Hours were hearty and filling; for the stomach
and for the spirit!
This May is another month of special events: Mt. Olive’s first
Clean Up Day!, Mothers’ Day, Ascension Day (May 25), Armed
Forces Day and Memorial Day – not to mention, graduations and
weddings! Please read the newsletter; there are some new events
happening at Mt. Olive that are fun to participate in. The calendar
is busy! We are also combining June/July newsletters so the
deadline is May 25. I hope this gives
everyone enough time to gather
volunteers!
Thank you in advance.
The office will be closed on
Memorial Day, May 29.
Finally, Happy Mother’s Day to
all our mothers!
Your servant in Christ,

Julie
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Circle News:
The May schedule is as follows:
 Lydia Circle will meet on Thursday, May 4th at noon. Bring a
sandwich to enjoy the meeting and fellowship together! (Please
join us for a short Bible Study, at 11:15 before the Lydia
Circle's noon meeting.)

 Rebecca

Circle – High Tea @ Evelyn’s house is postponed.
More information to follow.
 LWML will meet on May 21st in the Upper Room after the
service. We have great projects to discuss and work on – come join
the fun! All Mt. Olive ladies are invited!
*All meetings are at the church unless otherwise indicated. Feel
free to call the office for information.

The April MITE Offering from the congregation totaled $89.96
(YTD $648.64) Thank you all for your generous gifts for the
LWML's mission efforts.
You will be hearing more about LWML's
activities in future months. All women - no
matter which Circle you are participating
in - are encouraged to be active members
of Lutheran Women's Missionary League.
Four times a year the LWML's magazine,
The Quarterly, brings Bible Studies, news
of events, projects, and people throughout
the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod.

The next mite door offering will be Sunday, May 7th
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Mt. Olive will be participating in the Baby Bottle Fundraising
Drive again this year, beginning
on Mother’s Day and ending on
Father’s Day. The funds collected
in the baby bottles will help
support the Christ Child Society,
which manages the “crib club
store” in the Women’s Care
Center in Duluth. Please consider
participating in this effort that will
help us change lives with your
change!
Please watch for further information in the bulletin as Mother’s
Day approaches!
If you have any questions, please contact Randy or Robin Muench
@729-0014. Thank you!
Mt. Olive Clean up Day
The Board of Elders have scheduled a
"clean up day" to "spruce up" Mount Olive
and the church grounds for spring/summer.
The cleanup day is scheduled for May 6,
2017 starting at 9 AM with May 20, 2017
being a backup "Rain Day" in the event of
inclement weather. Volunteers for the
projects and bringing tools for the outdoor projects (e.g. trimming,
etc) would be greatly appreciated. Come help with a good cause
and enjoy the fellowship.
Mount Olive Board of Elders

Ascension Day Worship
Thursday,
May 25th @ 7:00 pm
Mt. Olive Lutheran Church
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Graduation Sunday June 4th
Please join us for a special coffee
hour to recognize our high school and
college graduates.
We pray God's
blessing upon their future plans. Be sure
to call the office to let us know of your
high school or college graduate. Thank
You!

Ascension Day Worship
Thursday,
May 25th @ 7:00 pm
Mt. Olive Lutheran Church
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Lutheran Student Fellowship:
LSF is finishing up for the semester; we
had one last game night on Tuesday
April 25th at 8pm! We have finished
the book Lutheranism 101 and started
the book of Revelation, we will pick it
up again in the fall! I hope you all have
a wonderful summer; watch for
possible summer activities! Hope to
see
you
again
next
year!
Rachel

THANK YOU to everyone who
attended and/or donated to the ACT
at the Easter Breakfast. $336 was
raised to support ACT and other
young people's activities, especially
upcoming conferences in July. Thank
you to Jayne and Ed Martinson for their help with setting up for
the Easter breakfast. Thank you to Carol and Jon Farchmin for
helping with clean up after the breakfast. Thank you to Carol and
Arden Weaver for cleaning and hanging the white banners for our
Easter service. Thank you to Selma and Jeff for their ongoing
faithful service in making and hanging the beautiful banners that
adorn our church. The bell choir sounded wonderful on Good
Friday and Easter Sunday. Thank you to Erika Birnbaum, Carol
Farchmin, Rachel Franck, Elizabeth Franck, Abigail Franck,
Hannah Franck, Pastor Franck, Jim and Phyllis Franck, Jack
Mossburger, Anya Muench, Clara Wodny, Greta Wodny and
to Raychel Reiff for directing the bells. Finally thank you to the
Franck family for their parts in setting up for the Easter services.
Thank you to Steve Trogdon with Good Friday and Easter Vigil
services. We so appreciate your willingness to lend a hand and use
your gifts and talents in service to our Mount Olive family.
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Annual Fund Raising
Dinner
*May 20, 2017 - 5:00 p.m.
Save the Date!
Dinner served at 5:00 pm
Menu:
20 foot salad bar, choice of Salmon or New York Strip,
baked potato, vegetable, dinner roll and dessert.
All proceeds of the dinner will go toward the cost of our new
seat cushions for our Fellowship Hall folding chairs!
The LWML is still working on a new Mt. Olive
Cook Book. Our prayer is that this project will
help celebrate our fellowship at Mt. Olive,
share wonderful recipes and favorite Bible
passages as well as share personal stories and
family traditions. Forms for paper submission
of recipes will be on the table in the narthex as well as a box to
collect them in. There will also be forms
for members to request specific advice
or types of recipes they would
appreciate. People can also submit
recipes on line at
recipesmolc@gmail.com
We hope to collect recipes from
February thru April. From there the
editing and formatting will begin. Our
goal is to have the cookbook available
in time for gifting by the Christmas
season!
Please contact Julie Igo or Carol Farchmin with any questions or
suggestions. Thank you, Carol Farchmin.

13 Highlights

May 2017

Mission Sunday is May 21
The Gideons International
The Gideons International, founded in 1899, serves as an extended
missionary arm of the church and is the oldest association of Christian
businessmen and professional men in the United States of America.
Here are some highlights from our long history of service:
The Idea—In the autumn of 1898, John H. Nicholson of Janesville,
Wisconsin, came to the Central Hotel at Boscobel, Wisconsin, for the
night. The hotel being crowded, it was suggested that he take a bed in
a double room with Samuel E. Hill of Beloit, Wisconsin. The two
men soon discovered that both were Christians. They had their
evening devotions together, and on their knees before God the
thoughts were given which later developed into an association.
First Meeting Called —On May 31, 1899, the two men met again at
Beaver Dam, Wisconsin, where they concluded to band Christian
commercial travelers together for mutual recognition, personal
evangelism, and united service for the Lord. They decided to call a
meeting in Janesville, Wisconsin on July 1, 1899, in the Y.M.C.A.

Mr. Samuel E. Hill
(1867—1936)

Mr. John H. Nicholson
(1859—1946)

Mr. William J. Knights
(1853—1940)
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“We shall be called Gideons.”—Only three men were present at that
meeting: John H. Nicholson, Samuel E. Hill, and Will J. Knights.
They organized with Hill as president, Knights as vice president, and
Nicholson as secretary and treasurer. Much thought was given to what
the name of the association should be, and after special prayer that
God might lead them to select the proper name, Mr. Knights arose
from his knees and said, “We shall be called Gideons.” He read the
sixth and seventh chapters of Judges and showed the reason for
adopting that name.
Changing Lives for more than 100 Years
The Gideons International started distributing the Word of God in
1908. Today, we have more than 300,000 members—and an untold
number of supporters—in 200 countries, territories and possessions
across the globe. These dedicated individuals give their time and
money to make it possible for others to learn about the love of God by
giving them access to His Word. In fact, we have placed or distributed
more than 2 billion Bibles and New Testaments around the world . . .
and counting.
Around the World . . .
 There are over 300,000 Gideons and Auxiliary members (wives
of Gideons) in more than 11,900 local groups worldwide.
 More than 2 billion Bibles and New Testaments have been
distributed worldwide through The Gideons International since
1908.
 The distribution of our first billion Scriptures by Gideon
members spanned 93 years (1908 to 2001). Distribution of our
second billion was attained in less than 14 years.
 More than 88 million copies of God's Word were distributed last
year.
 On average, more than two copies of God's Word are distributed
per second.
 Over one million Bibles and New Testaments are distributed
every 4 days.

A freewill offering will go to help support their scripture
distribution program. Thank you for supporting this ministry!

15 Highlights

May 2017

From The Island
Greetings in Christ!
Happy Resurrection Day!
We pray that God blessed your
through Worship and Sacraments,
through family and friends, and
through relaxation and some time off.
Spring is bursting forth at Lutheran Island
Camp and Christ Serve Ranch and we are absolutely overwhelmed
by Creation’s beauty and the huge amount of work coming up so
quickly. We could use your help!
Special announcement: Our 65th Anniversary celebration will be
held on Sunday, August 20th. Put it on your calendar.
We still have plenty of room for our Women’s Retreat coming up
this weekend. It will be a real blessing to all in attendance.
We will be starting to receive quilts and other crafts in earnest in
the coming weeks. You can download the donation form to send
along with your item. Click here to download.

2017 Summer Program Highlight:
Big Fish Camp
You'll have some great fishing stories to tell after this
week! Each year we catch large Northerns, several 4 lb.
and better bass, walleye, giant crappies, and a couple of
nice Muskies . We expect you to know fishing, be willing
to learn more, and bring your own equipment. We have
instituted some new policies and procedures and there
will be a limit of 12 campers each week unless additional
volunteers and boats become available.
Ages: 12 and older Dates: June 11-16
Cost: $375. Deposit: $100
To Register on-line click on Marvin the squirrel
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Thursday May 4th
National Day of Prayer Gathering
Duluth City Government Center
5:00pm
Outside of Duluth City Hall
411 West First St.
This is a community-wide gathering
All are Welcome!
Prayer for our city, Mayor, leaders, churches,
families, schools and more
Connecting in prayer as we seek the Lord together
(In the event of inclement weather, we will gather under the
pavilion of the Duluth Public Library, one block east of City Hall)

Please bring your family, churches and youth groups.
Highlights will include prayer and worship.
The Duluth City Mayor will again issue a special
proclamation.
Thank You for supporting the National Day of Prayer!
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*May 21 is Armed Forces Day
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Food for your body • Food for your soul.

Mt. Olive Food Shelf News:
The food shelf has been hard hit recently, and the usual
$300.00 per month has not been enough. We’ve been
spending around $100.00 more each month; as a result,
the food shelf fund is getting quite low, with only about
$130.00 left.
If you are able to pick up a few extra items when you go to
the grocery store, they can be left by the cabinet in the Upper
Room. If you prefer not to shop, a check or cash can be put in
the offering plate and marked “food shelf.”
Items most needed are soup, canned fruit, canned pasta
and meat, tuna, peanut butter, jelly/jam, cereal, ramen,
rice, mac and cheese, pasta and pasta sauce, canned
veggies and juice. Non-food items include deodorant,
toothpaste, toothbrushes,
shampoo, lotion and soap.
Anything you can give would be much appreciated!
Thank you!
Statistics beginning 4/26/10 – total served = 99;
2011 total served = 229;
2012 total served = 251 (26 Bibles);
2013 total served = 317 (20 Bibles);
2014 total served = 452 (10 Bibles);
2015 total served = 466 (18 Bibles);
2016 total served = 346 (16 Bibles)
Total served thru April =134 (7 Bibles)

*Please join us May 7th for our Food Shelf
Fundraiser/Ice Cream & Pie Social. All proceeds will
go to the Food Shelf. Thank you for all your support!
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We welcome New Members into the
family of Mt. Olive Lutheran this month.
New members are such a treasure
because they enrich our congregation and
bring new opportunities to grow and
fellowship in the Word of God. Be sure to
give them a warm welcome as you greet
them! For contact information:

Welcome New Members!
Brian and Gay Aubin
3800 London Road #303
(218)525-1608
The Aubins come to us from St. Peter’s Lutheran
Church in Moose Lake. Duluth has always been
home; they went to school and were married in
Duluth. Brian and Gay enjoy hockey, working out,
fishing/hunting, reading and walking.
They also have a cat.
Welcome Brian and Gay; we look forward to
getting to know you better!

GET WELL SOON!
Joseph Meichsner
Jacob Franck
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May Anniversaries
2
4
14
23
29
30
31

Marv & Judy Hoops
Dave & Christine Erven
Walt & JoAnn Reier
Robert & Gayle Franck
David & Barbara Sheedy
John & Barbara Hass
Barry & Emily Fuchs

53 years
26 years
51 years
30 years
35 years
36 years
14 years

May Birthdays
1 Carla Ahrenstorff
Emily Fuchs
2 Joshua Franck
Nickcole Thomas
7 Sarah Stepec
10 Randy Muench
11 Reed Polzin
14 Alex Lietzan
15 Norma Mousky
Wyatt Robison
16 Jon Franck

17
18
19
21
23
24
25
25
28
29
31

Blake Wandersee
Laura Jones
Teresa Koivula
Nathan Stephenson
Margaret Nielson
Sylvia Linder
Katherine Saxe
Seth Stepec
Jeremy Cary
Cheryl Beaver
Delores Wendling

