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Notes from the Pastor…
THE EASTER SEASON
With Easter being later this year, we go into May still
fully in the Easter season and themes. Easter is, of
course, not just one Sunday, but a whole season that
flows from Jesus’ resurrection.
One of the joys of the Easter season is the special themes of the Sundays
after Easter. Easter is not just celebrated on one Sunday. Indeed, the
fullness of that event could not be contained by one day. No, in the
Sundays that follow we continue to explore the meaning and blessings of
Christ’s resurrection from the dead.
The Second Sunday of Easter, on April 28, one week after our first
celebration of the Resurrection, we have Jesus’ appearances to the
disciples in the upper room. This includes his institution of Holy
Absolution (forgiveness) and of course Jesus’ repeat appearance to the
disciples one week later and his first appearance to “Doubting Thomas”
and Thomas’ expression of faith.
On the Third Sunday of Easter, May 5 this year, the introit begins, “The
earth is full of the goodness of the Lord.” The theme of this day is very
familiar to us: Christ is the Good Shepherd. This is such a great picture
to us of our Easter Lord and the Easter Gifts he has bought us. Maybe we
should be surprised and insulted that we are compared to such animals as
sheep, but instead we recognize it as a description of the blessings we
receive from such a great leader, one who Himself was as we are. Christ
laid down his life for us, to give us new life. Now, we are called and
empowered to follow him. He is the Lamb of God that Shepherds His
people.
Beginning the Fourth Sunday of Easter, May 12 this year, we have a shift
in the emphases of the Sundays. On Easter Sunday and on the two
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Sundays after, there is a real emphasis on Christ’s resurrection and the
gifts received from it. Now, we begin to see how Easter prepares us for
what is coming up in the future. The gospel readings change to the words
of Jesus in John chapter 16. For the disciples, the immediate future for
which Jesus was preparing them was his Ascension and the outpouring
of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost. For us, it is holding firm to what is
important and growing in faith and life. The names for the Sundays
remind us of being joyful, of singing, and of praying.
Sunday, May 12, “Make a joyful shout to God, all the
earth!” In the gospel reading, Jesus explains that He is
going away, but He would see them again. They would
be sorrowful, but their sorrow would be turned into joy.
Christ’s resurrection enables us to look beyond the
sorrows of this life to the joy of the life to come. We
don’t belong to this world, and that fact changes our
whole attitude as we deal with the world in which we currently live.
May 19, “Singing Sunday,” begins to anticipate the upcoming festival of
Pentecost (June 9 this year). Jesus speaks in the Gospel reading of the
Holy Spirit, the Comforter, whom he would be able to send to them
because He is going away. And as a result of the Holy Spirit’s coming
down, the sung praises of the church will be able to be lifted up.
“Rogate” or Prayer Sunday follows on May 26, a Sunday where the
church is reminded about both God’s command and his invitation to
pray, to bring before God our Heavenly Father, in the name of Jesus
Christ, all our needs and the needs of our neighbor. Jesus lifted up on the
cross makes our needs and petitions acceptable to God. He hears us and
answers us.
This leads us then to the Ascension of Our Lord Jesus Christ, which we
remember this year on Thursday, May 30, at 7:00 p.m.
The Lord’s deepest blessings to you all as we together continue to
worship our Risen Lord and Savior and receive from Him the gifts that
flow from His cross and empty tomb.

Pastor Rob Franck
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Notes from the Executive Director…
Brothers and Sisters in Christ:
It has been a busy time at Mount Olive with the
Lent and Holy Week activities but some days it
almost seems like spring may be on the way. The
down stairs bathroom remodeling project
continues Thanks to the extensive efforts of Jon Farchmin. A problem
was encountered however when the contractors inspected the bathrooms
to formulate a bid for the project and when it was indicated that the intent
was to make the bathrooms " Handicapped Accessible" the contractors
indicated that they would not perform the project without an architect
due to the fact that Mount Olive is a public building. An architect
submitted a proposal for the project but this would add an additional
$3500 to the project in addition to the construction costs. The Board of
Elder felt that under this scenario the added cost would potentially
preclude the project so the decision was made to pursue bids on the
project but without the designation of "Handicapped Accessible
Bathroom" to attempt to reduce the costs involved with the project and
we will continue to keep you apprised as this project progresses. We
tentatively have a plan in place for a thorough cleaning of the kitchen
and the kitchen floors and we would hope to have this in progress some
time after the annual steak dinner. We are also in the process of
soliciting bids for potentially resurfacing and remarking the parking lot
prior to next winter. There are also other exciting projects which are
ongoing at Mount Olive including the project for our "Senior Saints" in
addition to upcoming events including Confirmation and for a
celebration for our graduates. Although it remains several years in the
future (2022) we continue to solicit individuals who would be willing to
serve on a committee for celebrating the 100th anniversary of Mount
Olive as an organization and if you would be willing to serve on this
committee please notify Pastor Franck or a member of the Board of
Elders. Last but not least Thank you again to everyone for their
participation in the coffee hours - it is always a time of wonderful
fellowship with our Mount Olive family.
I hope everyone had the opportunity to participate in the Lent and Holy
Week activities this year. Special Thanks to Pastor Franck for the
wonderful services/messages he prepared for Lent and Holy Week and to
everyone who participated in the services/activities including the music,
soup suppers and Easter breakfast potluck. I have told you before that
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Easter was the favorite time of year for my Mom - I can still remember
her saying "Christmas wouldn't mean anything without Easter". While
watching the evening news each night during Holy Week (we need
something to do until Wheel of Fortune comes on) Jayne and I were both
saddened by the fire at the Notre Dame Cathedral in Paris. We had the
privilege of seeing the cathedral before the fire and it was a beautiful
tribute to God and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. We found it ironic
that the Lord would have this devastating fire to such a beautiful place
occur on Holy Week - the most sacred time of the Christian calendar.
The evening after the fire when pictures were shown of the inside of
Notre Dame although it was a blessing that they were able to save so
many priceless religious artifacts Jayne commented on the fact that
despite the devastation which occurred the most memorable picture was
of the sculpture of the body of our Savior with his earthly Mother which
was spared but even more amazing was the fact that the sculpture was at
the base of a shining gold cross which survived and stood proud among
the devastation - a vivid reminder that even in the worst of times our
Lord is there protecting us and the cross will always be a beacon and
source of comfort and safety for those who know Jesus Christ as their
Lord and Savior. With the upcoming activities of summer I would hope
everyone would have a safe and enjoyable summer but that you will
make time each week to worship our Lord and risen Savior Jesus Christ.
Yours in Christ,
Ed Martinson

6 Highlights

May 2019

News from the Office…
Happy May everyone! Earlier in month I
started this article exclaiming about the nice
weather we were experiencing, then we had the
little weather system come through and I
complained about cold weather; now I am
waiting to get back to happy! What an
interesting place to live. Mania and depression
are an every week occurrence!
I want to Thank all the Volunteers and Helpers
for a wonderful Lent season. The Soup Suppers and Coffee Hours
were hearty and filling; for the stomach and for the spirit!
This May is another month of special events: Mothers’ Day,
Ascension Day (May 30th), Armed Forces Day and Memorial Day.
Please read the newsletter; there are some new events happening at
Mt. Olive that are fun to participate in. The calendar is busy!
We are also combining June/July newsletters so the deadline is
May 24. I hope this gives everyone enough time to gather
volunteers! Thank you in advance.
The office will be closed on Memorial Day, May 27th.
Finally, Happy Mother’s Day to all Mt. Olive Mothers!
Thank you for all the mothering you do!
Your servant in Christ,

Julie
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Circle News:
The May schedule is as follows:
 Lydia Circle will meet on Thursday, May 2nd
at noon. Bring a sandwich to enjoy the
meeting and fellowship together!
 Rebecca Circle – High Tea date and time are to be determined.
More information to follow.
 LWML will meet on May 19th in one of the Sunday School
rooms after the service. We have great projects to discuss and work
on – come join the fun! All Mt. Olive ladies are invited!
*All meetings are at the church unless otherwise indicated. Feel
free to call the office for information.
The next mite door offering will be
Sunday, May 5th
The April MITE Offering from the congregation
totaled $137.42 (YTD $723.18) Thank you all for
your generous gifts for the LWML's mission efforts.
You will be hearing more about LWML's activities in future
months. All women - no matter which Circle you are participating
in - are encouraged to be active members of Lutheran Women's
Missionary League. Four times a year the LWML's magazine, The
Quarterly, brings Bible Studies, news of events, projects, and
people throughout the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod.
The LWML invites you to join us in reaching the world
that has yet to hear the Good News of God's love and
saving grace through the eyeglass ministry conducted by
MOST Ministries. We have a collection box in the
narthex in which you can place eyeglasses that you no
longer need. They need adult or children glasses, nonprescription
sunglasses and over-the-counter reading glasses. They cannot
use broken glasses. Once the box is full, the LWML will send in
the collection to MOST Ministries. This is an on-going project.
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Graduation Sunday May 19th
Please join us for a special coffee hour to recognize our high
school graduate. We pray God's blessing upon
their future plans. Be sure to call the office to
let us know of your high school graduate.
Thank You!

Ascension Day Worship
Thursday,
May 30th @ 7:00 pm
Mt. Olive Lutheran Church
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Food for your body • Food for your soul.

Mt. Olive Food Shelf News:
Thank you for your regular support! We spend $300.00 per month,
and it is completely from the generous donations of our members!
There is always a need for more funds so please consider setting
aside a portion for this ministry. Our visitors really do appreciate
the food available to them here, and the friendly greeting they
receive from Mt. Olive. so this is a great community outreach in
that way, too.
To help support the food shelf, your check/cash can be placed in
the offering plate and marked “food shelf.” If you want to do your
own shopping, the items we need most are soup, canned fruit,
canned pasta and meat, peanut butter, jam/jelly, tuna and other
canned meat, cereal, canned veggies, rice, mac and cheese, ramen,
pasta and pasta sauce, juice, peanuts and microwave popcorn. Nonfood items include deodorant, toothpaste, shampoo/conditioner,
lotion and soap. These can be left outside the cabinet in the Upper
Room.
Thank you, again, for all your donations, both monetary and food
items!
Statistics beginning 4/26/10 – total served = 99;
2011 total served = 229;
2012 total served = 251 (26 Bibles);
2013 total served = 317 (20 Bibles);
2014 total served = 452 (10 Bibles);
2015 total served = 466 (18 Bibles);
2016 total served = 346 (16 Bibles);
2017 total served = 361 (16 Bibles)
2018 total served = 396 (7 Bibles)
Total served thru 2019 = 109 (4 Bibles)

Actual monthly totals are posted on the cabinet door in the Upper
Room.
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Mission Sunday is May 21
The Gideons International
The Gideons International, founded in 1899, serves as an extended
missionary arm of the church and is the oldest association of Christian
businessmen and professional men in the United States of America.
Here are some highlights from our long history of service:
The Idea—In the autumn of 1898, John H. Nicholson of Janesville,
Wisconsin, came to the Central Hotel at Boscobel, Wisconsin, for the
night. The hotel being crowded, it was suggested that he take a bed in
a double room with Samuel E. Hill of Beloit, Wisconsin. The two
men soon discovered that both were Christians. They had their
evening devotions together, and on their knees before God the
thoughts were given which later developed into an association.
First Meeting Called —On May 31, 1899, the two men met again at
Beaver Dam, Wisconsin, where they concluded to band Christian
commercial travelers together for mutual recognition, personal
evangelism, and united service for the Lord. They decided to call a
meeting in Janesville, Wisconsin on July 1, 1899, in the Y.M.C.A.

Mr. Samuel E. Hill
(1867—1936)

Mr. John H. Nicholson
(1859—1946)

Mr. William J. Knights
(1853—1940)
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“We shall be called Gideons.”—Only three men were present at that
meeting: John H. Nicholson, Samuel E. Hill, and Will J. Knights.
They organized with Hill as president, Knights as vice president, and
Nicholson as secretary and treasurer. Much thought was given to what
the name of the association should be, and after special prayer that
God might lead them to select the proper name, Mr. Knights arose
from his knees and said, “We shall be called Gideons.” He read the
sixth and seventh chapters of Judges and showed the reason for
adopting that name.
Changing Lives for more than 100 Years
The Gideons International started distributing the Word of God in
1908. Today, we have more than 300,000 members—and an untold
number of supporters—in 200 countries, territories and possessions
across the globe. These dedicated individuals give their time and
money to make it possible for others to learn about the love of God by
giving them access to His Word. In fact, we have placed or distributed
more than 2 billion Bibles and New Testaments around the world . . .
and counting.
Around the World . . .
 There are over 300,000 Gideons and Auxiliary members (wives
of Gideons) in more than 11,900 local groups worldwide.
 More than 2 billion Bibles and New Testaments have been
distributed worldwide through The Gideons International since
1908.
 The distribution of our first billion Scriptures by Gideon
members spanned 93 years (1908 to 2001). Distribution of our
second billion was attained in less than 14 years.
 More than 88 million copies of God's Word were distributed last
year.
 On average, more than two copies of God's Word are distributed
per second.
 Over one million Bibles and New Testaments are distributed
every 4 days.

A freewill offering will go to help support their scripture
distribution program. Thank you for supporting this ministry!
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From The Island
Greetings in Christ!
“Forgiven” is the theme for 2019 and it is very
appropriate after we reflect on the joyous
celebration of this past Sunday and Resurrection Day services that many
of us enjoyed. On a personal note I (Bill) spent the day with my dear dad
in the hospital for yet a third or fourth time in the last month. He had
gone in on Saturday and we thought maybe Jesus would be welcoming
him home. Instead he rallied and I spent a delightful Easter morning
hearing him recount word for word a portion of his favorite Easter
sermon. It was beautiful revelation of his faith and excitement as he
prepares to experience the gift of being Forgiven.
We’ve checked and most events at Lutheran Island Camp this summer
still have room. A few of the horseback riding camps are starting to fill
and one family week is full. It’s time for our children to get signed up.
Camp will be having a telethon on May 4th. You will be able to call in and
register by phone.
Recently Lutheran Island Camp held an event in Hinckley, MN. Two of
the guests attending were Marvin and Lynette Maser of the Hinckley
area. What was remarkable is that they had served as counselors back
in 1963 at a Lutheran Service Volunteers training camp at which our
own Bill Schultz was a camper. A friendship that has continued for well
over 50 years! That kind of thing is a common story that we hear often.
Well over 400 people have met their spouses at camp. Many hundreds
of pastors, DCE’s, and teachers point to their camp experiences as a
reason for going into the ministry. Most important is the relationship
with that best friend of all, Jesus Christ. We often hear how a camp
song, a Bible verse learned at camp, or a special devotional message
comes to mind when former campers experience life’s joys and
challenges. God blesses camp and campers in a special way.
May 4 is the Spring Cleanup. It is a great activity for individuals, families,
youth groups, and friends to join in helping the camp get ready for a
busy summer.
Plans are moving forward for an RV PARK at Christ Serve Ranch. We will
have at least 15 to 20 spots available. If you are a camper and would like
information about staying for a week a or a summer, please contact us
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at info@christserveranch.org. We will have a limited number of
seasonal spots available.
Summer 2019 Program Highlight:
Off-Island Explorer Day Camp
Day Camp is coming to St. Cloud this year. Camp activities for children
K-6th grade will run from 7:30 am to 4 pm. There will be lots of activities,
crafts, games, and so much more. Campers will take a field trip to
Lutheran Island Camp. Click here to download a brochure

National Day of Prayer, May 2, 2019
PRAY FOR AMERICA
WE CHOOSE to live by Jesus’ words: Love
One Another. Therefore, upon the authority of
Your Word in John 13:34, “Love one another.
Just as I have loved you,” we pray for a
future America that will choose to love
willfully, sacrificially, and unconditionally
just like Jesus loves us.

Happy Mother’s Day!
We want to show appreciation and honor to all
the mothers, grandmothers, foster mothers,
adoptive mothers and nannies in our
congregation. Sunday, May 12th please stop by
the table in the narthex for a gift from Thrivent
Financial!
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Armed Forces Day is May 18th
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MAIN STREET LIVING NORTHLAND LCMS SERVICE OF
WORSHIP for the Duluth region televised by KBJR Channel 6.
"MAIN STREET LIVING NORTHLAND" is a locally produced TV
program that includes a 30 minute worship service led by
participating pastors of the Minnesota North District of our LCMS,
along with a 30 minute children's program called "Kid's Crossing".
It is broadcast every Sunday at 10:00 a.m. Central time on KBJR
Channel 6 NBC and cable and satellite systems carrying these
stations, and archived on https://vimeo.com/user82955593
LCMS Service of Worship – Every Sunday at 10:00a.m. on KBJR
Channel 6, Duluth
Due to NBC sports preemptions, Main Street Living Northland will have
one change in the month of May and This is the LIfe (Classics) will have
two changes:
On Sunday May 12, Main Street Living Northland and This is the
LIfe will air at 11:00 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. on CBS - 3.
On Sunday May 26, Main Street Living Northland will air at the usual
time of 9:30 a.m. on NBC - 6, but This is the Life will air at 11:00 a.m.
on CBS -3.

Sunday, May 5: Pastor Kevin Richter– Peace in Christ
Church-Hermantown. “Spiritually Bad Breath”
“By His Anguish in the Vineyard”
Sunday, May 23: Pastor Tim Ludwig – Peace in Christ
Lutheran-Hermantown.
Sunday, May 19: Pastor John Bonk – Shepherd of the
Lake in Two Harbors. “Joy to the World”
Sunday, April 29: Pastor Rob Franck – Mount Olive
Lutheran Church-Duluth. “Jesus and Prayer”
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"This is the Life" Classic episodes from the Lutheran Hour,
which air immediately after Main Street Living Northland service
of worship on Sunday mornings. Main Street Living Northland is
seen at 9:30 a.m. on KBJR Channel 6, followed by This is the
Life at 10:00 a.m.
5-05-19 The Big Little Lie- Curiosity and a little "white lie" results in
very serious unintended developments for the Fisher family.
5-12-19 To the End of Time- A physicist working on nuclear weapon
development is confronted with the reality of the weapon, the utility of
radiation and the blessing of Christian hope,
5-19-19
A Face from the Past- A man struggles to come to terms
with the memory and feelings of guilt with his estranged father.
5-26-19 Love is Not Enough- A young couple struggles mightily
with the decision to marry, exploring is what truly is important.

Congratulations to Josef Muench! He has been placed
for his vicarage year at Faith Lutheran Church in
Capistrano Beach, CA.
We pray that God will guide you to a future filled with bright
hope and abundant blessings. Congratulations!

… I know the plans
I have for you, says the Lord,
… to give you a future with hope.
Jeremiah 29:11
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We offer our prayers and condolences to the family
of Edna Elsie Hanke who passed away April 20th.
Funeral services were held at Sunrise Funeral Home
and Cemetery Thursday, April 25th.
Edna’s
presence will be missed by everyone at Mt. Olive.
Her faith never wavered and she will always be remembered for her
love of the bible. She left us a beautiful cross stitch of the Last Supper
which is in the Upper Room. We keep Pam and Candy and their
families in our prayers as they grieve their loss.

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I
shall dwell in the house of the LORD forever.
Psalm 23:6

Farewell to the Barry and Emily Fuchs Family
We will have a special lunch after the Divine
Service on Sunday May 12 to say good bye to
Barry, Emily, Elle, Jude, Ava, Eli, and Rhett Fuchs.
Barry will be starting a new job down in the Cities.
Barry and Emily were both students here in Duluth
many years ago and they returned to Duluth after being away for
a while. We will miss them at Mount Olive and wish them many
of God's blessings in their new endeavors.

Special Thanks!
There are so many people we are Thankful
for this Lent and Easter season! Thank you
to the servers for the special soup suppers, the
volunteers for each service. Thank you to Robin
Muench and the children of the Children’s Choir for
giving us a wonderful treat Easter Sunday! Thank you to JoAnn Bollman
for decorating the Fellowship Hall for Easter this year; it was wonderful.
Thank you to all the clean up helpers this Easter; Tim Jezierski, Ed
Martinson, Peter Pierce and JoAnn Bollman. Thank you to Arden and
Carol Weaver for decorating the Sanctuary every season with the
appropriate banners. Thank you to Raychel Reiff for her inspirational
music choices and performances. Thank you to Rachel Franck and the
Franck family for their musical and fellowship contributions this season.
A final Thank you to everyone who was not specifically named. We have
felt your contribution this Lent season!
We had such a successful Potluck we would like to do it again next year.
Thank you!
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May Anniversaries
2
4
23
29
30
31

Marv & Judy Hoops
Dave & Christine Erven
Robert & Gayle Franck
David & Barbara Sheedy
John & Barbara Hass
Barry & Emily Fuchs

55 years
28 years
32 years
37 years
38 years
16 years

May Birthdays
1 Emily Fuchs
James Miller
David Sorenson
2 Joshua Franck
Nickcole Thomas
3 Gerald Hass
7 Sarah Stepec
10 Randy Muench
11 Reed Polzin
14 Alex Lietzan
15 Norma Mousky
Wyatt Robison
16 Jon Franck

17
18
19
21
23
24
25
28
29
31

Blake Wandersee
Kate Jones
Teresa Koivula
Nathan Stephenson
Margaret Nielson
Sylvia Linder
Seth Stepec
Jeremy Cary
Cheryl Beaver
Delores Wendling

Jerry Hass
Terry Trogdon

