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Notes from the Pastor…
We are getting closer and closer to the 100th
anniversary celebration at Mount Olive, and
continue to remember God’s gracious presence
with Mount Olive over the last years and
looking forward to the future. One aspect of the
history that we have at Mount Olive is the
window surrounding us, which actually take us
back 2000 years to the Apostle. While cleaning
out the offices (itself a project initiated by our
anniversary celebration), I came across an
article I wrote over 25 years ago about the
windows in our sanctuary. I thought I would
revisit that, and it was also revisited in the beautiful history book
put together by Julie Igo.
THE SYMBOLISM OF MOUNT OLIVE’S STAINED GLASS
WINDOW:
Starting from the left rear of the sanctuary, Thomas is the first
window. According to tradition, he traveled east with the Gospel,
indeed, as far east as India. There he built a church with his own
hands. In recognition of that, his shield has a carpenter’s square as
well as a spear, for he died being pierced by a spear. We think of
him as “doubting Thomas,” but his confession of faith is
remembered in the window: “My Lord and my God.”
Simon is the next window, often remembered as the “zealot.” His
symbol is a fish on a book, emphasizing that he was a fisher of
men through the Gospel. He traveled to Persia with the Gospel. His
window has this quote: “God is our only aim.”
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Thaddeus has a shield with a ship, a sign of mission voyages made
for Christ. He says in the window, “Be zealous for the faith.”
Returning to the rear of the sanctuary and going forward, Andrew
went to Russia, Asia Minor, and Greece, where he was crucified on
an X-shaped cross. Thus on his shield are two fish in the shape of
an X.
Peter is featured in the next window. His shield has two keys, for
Christ gave to him (as a representative of all the apostles) the keys
to the kingdom of heaven. In the window, one is silver and the
other is gold. Peter supposedly went to Rome, where he became
that church’s first bishop – thus the staff and mitre in the window.
Peter was crucified upside down.
Next, we come to the window for Matthew. His Gospel points to
Jesus as true man, so his shield pictures a man with wings. As a
writer of a gospel, he has a quill and ink in his window. Also, the
money bag in his hands reminds us that he was a tax collector.
John was also a gospel writer and so, he too has a quill and book.
A common symbol for John is a chalice with a snake in it, since
there was an attempt on his life by poisoning the communion cup.
(Our window pictures only the chalice, which may be a reference
to John‘s offer to drink the cup of suffering with Christ.) Another
traditional symbol for John is the eagle, which represents the
heights to which he soared in the Revelation, and the keen eye for
details which he shows in his Gospel.
(One side note, when Mount Olive restored and replaced the
windows, these last four [Andrew, Peter, Matthew, and John] were
placed in more prominent and visible locations, being the older
windows that we received with the building when we moved here
in 1956, and arguably the more beautiful ones.)
In Jesus Christ our Lord,

Pastor Robert Franck
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News from the Office…
Happy May everyone! Thank the
Good Lord for all the blessings
bestowed upon us this month.
I want to Thank all the Volunteers
and Helpers this Lent season!
Special thanks to Arden and Carol Weaver for hanging and
changing the banners; Carol Walczak and the Altar Guild for their
special efforts with the altar; Tim and Marianne Jezierski for a
wonderful Easter Breakfast; all the Hosts of our soup suppers and
Volunteers for our services. Thank you also to all the cleaners this
season. What a task! It made our Easter so special. Mt. Olive is
rich in blessings with our volunteers. I would also like to Thank
everyone who allocates money to Thrivent; what a blessing to be
able to use those funds for the church. Thank you!
Our Lord and Savior has indeed Risen and we are Glad of it!!
This month is another month of special events: Mothers’ Day,
Confirmation Sunday, Armed Forces Day, Ascension Day (May
26th ), and Memorial Day.
We are also combining June/July newsletters, so the deadline is
May 25. I hope this gives everyone enough time to gather
volunteers! Thank you in advance.
The office will be closed on Memorial Day, May 30th.

Finally, Happy Mother’s Day
to all Mt. Olive Mothers!
Thank you for all the mothering you do!
Your Servant in Christ,
Julie

5 Highlights

May 2022

Circle News:
The May schedule is as follows:
• The LWML will meet Sunday, May 15th after
the service in the Upper Room. All Mt. Olive
ladies are invited to attend.
• The Priscilla Circle will meet Friday, May 20th at 9:00 am in
library.
The next MITES offering will be May 1st
Thank you so much for your generous
support!
THE LWML will continue to collect Mites monthly
on the first Sunday of the month at the end of the service. The collection
box will be next to the exit of the church. Watch the bulletin monthly
inserts regarding the distribution of the monies collected.
The mites collected on April 3 by the LWML totaled $74.17, with a
year-to-day total of $393.37. The mites that are collected fund
mission grants voted on by the district and national LWML.
The LWML thanks you!

Sunday, May 1, 2022
Congregational Prayer - Heavenly
Father, someone we know needs Your
mercy. Someone we know needs
forgiveness. Someone we know doesn’t
know you as their Savior. Give us
opportunity we pray, to share the good
news of Your love with them. Open
their hearts and minds to receive this
message. Lord in Your mercy.
Prayer for SOMEONE YOU KNOW who doesn’t know Jesus as Savior, or who
has drifted away from church
https://mnnlcms.360unite.com/someone-you-know
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Are you interested in purchasing a
copy of Mt. Olive's 100th anniversary
history book, but did not pre-order?
There are extras available at $25 each.
Please see Julie Igo. Enjoy reading
about the rich history and blessings
of our church over the past 100 years.

Ascension Day Worship
Thursday,
May 26th @ 6:30 pm
Mt. Olive Lutheran Church
Next Board of Elders Meeting –
May 15th
New Pastor Announcement!
On Wednesday evening, April 27, Josef Muench was called
to serve as Pastor at Trinity Lutheran Church in Twin
Valley, MN. Josef has been a member of Mount Olive for
almost 20 years; he was confirmed here, and we supported
him in prayer and financially through his pre-seminary
studies at Concordia St. Paul and also through his M.Div.
studies at Fort Wayne. As Josef and his family move to his
next endeavor, we would like to support him with a
financial gift. If you want to participate, you
can send in money or bring it to the service on
Sunday, May 8. A special offering that Sunday
will go as a congratulatory gift to Josef.
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Lutheran Student Fellowship
We had an amazing year for Lutheran Student Fellowship. Some of
the bible studies we did were, 'Objections Overruled: Answering
Arguments Against Christianity', read through and discussed 1st
Peter, we had a night of questions to stump the Pastor, watched
'The Chosen' season 2, and 'Christians in a Woke World'. For some
fun activities we had a movie night at Pastor's house, we watched
'Facing the Giants', played volleyball and had a picnic at park
point, went to a weekend College Retreat in
the Cities and went to Bentleyville. Dinners
started at our church and the students were
so thankful to get so many delicious
homemade meals by so many members of the
congregation! For a service project we also
cleaned up dishes at the Prime Rib dinner.
Rachel and Elizabeth Franck
Lutheran Student Fellowship Coordinators

Tour of Our Original Church
May 21st, 1pm
100 years ago, a small group living in the East
End of Duluth began building a church at the
intersection of 4th St. and 19th Ave East. For
the next 34 years, that was the home of Mt.
Olive English Evangelical Lutheran Church. Then in May of
1956, the congregation marched down the hill to our current
location.
Please join us May 21 at 1pm as we have a rare opportunity
to tour our original church and then reenact the march down
the hill for coffee and treats. Meet at our current church at
1pm and we’ll shuttle folks up to 4th St. Those not making
the walk will carpool their vehicles up the hill.
Watch for more details in the Sunday bulletins.
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Our original church in 1942

The 1956 march to the new church
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Every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. on KBJR Channel 6, Duluth. MY SAVIOR
LIVES NORTHLAND LCMS SERVICE OF WORSHIP for the Duluth
region televised by KBJR Channel 6. "MY SAVIOR LIVES
NORTHLAND" is a locally produced, regionally recognized TV
program with a message for the world. The service includes a 30minute worship service led by participating pastors of the
Minnesota North District of our LCMS. My Savior Lives Northland is
broadcast every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. Central time on KBJR Channel
6 NBC and cable and satellite systems carrying these stations.

May 1
Pastor John Bonk
Shepherd of the Lake Lutheran – Two Harbors, MN
May 8
Pastor Robert Franck
Mt. Olive Lutheran – Duluth, MN
May 15
Pastor Stafford Thompson
Hope Lutheran – Cloquet, MN
May 22
Pastor Troy Peperkorn
Our Redeemer Lutheran - Cohasset, MN
May 29
Pastor Don Stauty
Faith Lutheran – Silver Bay, MN
Gloria Dei – Aurora, MN
Please send contributions to:
MSL Northland
c/o Mt. Olive Lutheran Church
2012 East Superior Street
Duluth MN 55812
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Thursday May 5th is the
National Day of Prayer
There is no denying that we live in challenging and uncertain
times. But we have an amazing God! It is vital that we
press into the hope that our faith in God brings.
Organizers are planning in-person events around our nation,
from east to west, from shore to shore on the National Day
of Prayer! Tens of thousands of events with millions of
people fervently praying this year’s theme, Exalt the Lord
Who Has Established Us.
We are truly in a global time of shaking, but believing for
HIS Glory to be seen and known across the earth. This
year's Verse is our Declaration: Colossians 2:6-7
“Therefore, as you have received Christ Jesus the
Lord, so walk in Him, having been firmly rooted and
now being built up in Him and established in your
faith, just as you were instructed, and overflowing
with gratitude.”
Duluth National Day of Prayer Observance
Thursday May 5th
5:00 PM
Duluth City Hall
411 West First Street
Join with others as we pray for our City, Community and
Nation.
We will be gathering at the flagpole outside of the Duluth City
Hall. Dress for the Weather as the gathering will be outside
rain or shine.
All are Welcome!
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History of the National Day of Prayer The First Thursday of May
The National Day of Prayer is an annual observance held
on the first Thursday of May, inviting people of all faiths to
pray for the nation. It was created in 1952 by a joint
resolution of the United States Congress, and signed into
law by President Harry S. Truman.
Many Christians are unaware that they live in a nation that
has a law in place requiring our President proclaim a
National Day of Prayer each year on the first Thursday in
May.

The President shall issue each year a proclamation
designating the first Thursday in May as a National Day
of Prayer on which the people of the United States may
turn to God in prayer and meditation at churches, in
groups, and as individuals. (Public Law 105-225)
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Mission Sunday is May 15
Mt. Olive Food Shelf
The Mt. Olive Food Shelf is a much-used resource for many
people in this area and it is one of many mission
opportunities that Mt. Olive sponsors. Our Thanksgiving
Offering goes to it every year. It has grown steadily in
number of users over this last year.
Ways to support the Food Shelf:
If you are able to pick up a few extra items when you go to
the grocery store, they can be left by the cabinet in the
Upper Room. If you prefer not to shop, a check or cash can
be put in the offering plate and marked “food shelf.”
Items most needed are soup, canned fruit, canned pasta
and meat, tuna, peanut butter, jelly/jam, cereal, ramen,
rice, mac and cheese, pasta and pasta sauce, canned
veggies and juice. Non-food items include deodorant,
toothpaste, toothbrushes,
shampoo, lotion and soap.

Anything you can give would be much
appreciated! Thank you!
Thank you for supporting this ministry!
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From The Island
Spring is upon us, and we are ready to
joyfully roll out camp season 2022!
Campers represent all generations and attend many events
beyond the traditional summer camps throughout the year.
We count on the regular donations of our supporters to allow
us to continue to operate. The donated funds also allow for
our ability to extend the work of the kingdom in a remarkable
environment. We provide an opportunity to enhance the
ministry of the LCMS churches with Christ centered
programming here at the Island.
The Camp says Thank You for your generosity in
supporting this Ministry!

Men's Retreat
The Men's Retreat is a time
for men young and old to
gather to learn more about
their Savior, eat lots of good
food, and participate in
activities such as hatchet
throwing and golf! This
year's theme is "Wrestling
with God" and will explore
what it means to have
doubts and how to handle
them.
The retreat is May 13-15. The retreat costs $140 for
those staying on the Island overnight and $90 for those
commuting to the Island each day.
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Graduation Celebrations
Mt. Olive has three members graduating this
year! Abigail Franck, Camille Jones, Grant
Wodny. If you know of other graduates in
you families, be sure to call the office to let
us know! We would love to put them in the
June/July newsletter and pray God's blessing
upon their future plans. Thank You!

Altar Guild News:
Help Needed! Do you have an interest in
serving on the Altar Guild? If so, there is a
position open for you! We are looking for a
team of two people to serve during the
month of May. The Altar Guild members set up the altar for
communion each week, and we typically serve during one
month out of the year. If you are interested, please contact
Carol Walczak (218-591-9918 or rcjwalczak@charter.net).

Armed Forces Day is May 21st
Armed Forces Day
is May 21st
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Food for your body • Food for your soul.

Mt. Olive Food Shelf News:
The Mt. Olive Food Shelf is a much-used resource for many
people in this area and it is one of many mission
opportunities that Mt. Olive sponsors. Our Thanksgiving
Offering goes to it every year. It has grown steadily in
number of users over this last year.
Ways to support the Food Shelf:
If you are able to pick up a few extra items when you go to
the grocery store, they can be left by the cabinet in the
Upper Room. If you prefer not to shop, a check or cash can
be put in the offering plate and marked “food shelf.”
Items most needed are soup, canned fruit, canned pasta
and meat, tuna, peanut butter, jelly/jam, cereal, ramen,
rice, mac and cheese, pasta and pasta sauce, canned
veggies and juice. Non-food items include deodorant,
toothpaste, toothbrushes,
shampoo, lotion and soap.
Anything you can give would be much appreciated! Thank you!

2016 total served = 346 (16 Bibles)
2017 total served = 361 (16 Bibles)
2018 total served = 396 (7 Bibles)
2019 total served = 319 (7 Bibles)
2020 total served = 133 (1Bible)
2021 total served = 78 (3 Bibles)

Total served thru April = 11(0 Bibles)
Actual monthly totals are posted on the cabinet
door in the Upper Room.
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Ascension Day Worship
Thursday,
May 26th @ 6:30 pm
Mt. Olive Lutheran Church
Thank you!
Thank you to ALL for your prayers, cards, phone calls, flowers
and visits while I was recovering from my broken rib.
I really appreciated it and it lifted my spirits.
I love my church family!
God Bless you all.
Dagmar Seybold

Thank You!
Thank you to all who helped clean our
church over the past months. Our cleaning
started with organizing the Christmas room
in the basement after we removed the
decorations for Christmas. After we
organized the Christmas room we moved to the various
rooms around the church. Thank you to all who helped
with the various projects. The most intensive area was the
sanctuary where we dusted the beams , washed windows,
vacuumed under pew cushions, washed the floor and the
wood in the chancel. Many helped with sorting, organizing,
rearranging where we store things, repairing things,
sweeping outside etc. It was wonderful to have so much
help in all the areas. The cleaning is completed for now
unless something comes up that needs attention.
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Welcome New Members!
We welcome New Members into the family of Mt. Olive Lutheran.
New members are such a treasure because they enrich our
congregation and bring new opportunities to grow and fellowship
in the Word of God. Be sure to give them a warm welcome as you
greet them! For contact information:
Rev. David and Jenny Schoessow
14 Kilner Bay
Superior, WI 54880
715-394-5776

Rev. Schoessow was the pastor at Christ Lutheran Church in
Superior for 20 years. He and Jenny have been retired for a
couple of years and have decided on Mt. Olive as their home
church. Welcome David and Jenny! We look forward to getting
to know you better.

Congratulations to Kurt and Maggie
Farchmin, on the birth of their second
daughter, Adeline Louise Farchmin, (Jon
and Carol's granddaughter). Adeline was
born April 20th and was
8 lbs/8 oz., 20 in.

“For this child I prayed and the Lord has granted the
desires of my heart.”
Samuel 1:27
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May Anniversaries
2 Marv & Judy Hoops
4 Dave & Christine Erven
7 Lisa and Guy Shearer
10 Eileen and Ian Mackenzie
23 Robert & Gayle Franck
30 John & Barbara Hass

58 years
31 years
34 years
64 years
35 years
41 years

May Birthdays
1 James Miller
David Sorenson
2 Joshua Franck
Nickcole Pederson
3 Jerry Hass
7 Sarah Stepec
11 Reed Polzin
14 Alex Lietzan
15 Wyatt Robison
16 Jon Franck

17 Blake Wandersee
18 Mike Cotten
Kate Jones
19 Teresa Koivula
20 George Steensma
24 Sylvia Linder
25 Seth Stepec
28 Jeremy Cary
29 Cheryl Beaver

In Our Prayers for Healing
Bunny Hein
Robin Muench
Delila Olson
Dagmar Seybold
Holly Suronen
Dorothy Thoreson

