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Notes from the Pastor…
On April 9-11, our Minnesota North District
held its 23rd Convention since the splitting of
the Minnesota District into two districts. You
can get a summary of the elections and a
summary of each day’s activities and decisions at the web site
https://mnnlcms.360unite.com/mnn-district-convention
I’ll give a brief overview for you here, but if you are interested, you
can talk to me about it, or also Seth Stepec who also represented
our congregation as our lay delegate.
The overall theme was “Here We Stand: On
Christ Alone … Our Cornerstone.” The purpose of
the convention was to make decisions on behalf
of our district congregations, including elections
of officers and passing resolutions. We also
worshiped together, were edified as God’s people,
and heard essays. There were also presentations
and greetings from a variety of district and synod level people and
organizations, and various booths in an exhibit hall that
represented different missions and resources available for our
congregations.
District President Don Fondow was reelected, also two of our Vice
Presidents. We do have a new regional vice president for our
region, Rev. Brady Finnern. Also several new lay members of the
Board of Directors of our District were elected. The secretary and
treasurer of our district were also elected, their first times being
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elected at the district level, though both had been serving in those
capacities having been appointed to their positions to fill terms for
resigning officers. We also elected members of the District’s
nominating committee (for the next convention) and our Lutheran
Island Camp’s Board of Directors. Also, we elected a pastor to
serve on our Synod’s nominating committee.
Synod President Matthew Harrison was present at the convention,
preaching at the service on Monday night and also presenting a
report on the synod and answering questions.
The opening devotions every day were conducted by our regional
vice presidents and preaching was Rev. Daniel Deardoff, who
portrayed Martin Luther in emphasizing the great “Solas” of the
Lutheran church and especially our stand on Jesus Christ Alone
our Cornerstone, according to the theme of the convention.
Convention Essayist was Rev. Roger Zieger, the mission director of
the SELK (our sister church in Germany) who emphasized how
Christ brought God to us in His incarnation and how we also
embody Christ’s work in our lives in this world.
There was a special recognition of Bev Olsen, who has been
working in various capacities in our District office for 32 years and
will be retiring later this year.
Many great opportunities for missions were
brought forward, including our districts work
with Project 24 in Kenya (homes and schools for
orphan children) and our communal support
for our district’s four elementary schools in the
CROSS Appeal. Both of these will be future
Mission Sunday opportunities here at Mount
Olive.
Also, resources for congregational and personal and family growth
in God’s Word were noted. In particular, our District plans an
emphasis on reviewing the great Biblical narratives. Under the
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name, “Bring it Home,” churches in our district will be offering
two Bible Story books (one for younger children, one for older and
adults) at a discounted cost and five weekly stories will be
suggested as opportunities for home devotions and meditation.
Also, our synod has a new evangelism class called “Every One His
Witness.” It looks like a great opportunity to grow in our ability to
speak the faith to others around us, and I plan to
make use of this program in the near future in
some way. I’m still evaluating what might be the
best way to do that, either in Sunday morning
Bible class or a Saturday seminar. If you have
suggestions, let me know.
I think this was most of the highlights. God’s blessings this month
to each of you.
In Jesus Christ alone, our Cornerstone,

Pastor Rob Franck
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Notes from the Executive Director…
Brothers and Sisters in Christ:
I apologize for my absence from the last several
newsletters: some of it was likely post playoff loss
depression (I should be use to it by now but if you
look back at last year's/season's newsletters this
year I tried the approach of avoiding mentioning the
Vikings out of fear of jinxing them but that
approach didn't work too well either), health issues and with work being
extremely busy early this year. It has been an exciting time at Mount Olive.
It was a wonderful Lenten and Easter season and a great joy for Jayne and I
to share it with our Mount Olive family. The Mount Olive picture directory
is scheduled for photos on May 3, 4, and 5 and the schedule for photos is
filling up. The Board of Elders is working on several projects including a
professional cleaning of the kitchen, downstairs bathroom remodeling
projects in addition to smaller projects such as replacing toilets. But in
addition to these projects I continue to realize how many of you do so many
things at Mount Olive to serve the Lord in so many ways to allow Mount
Olive to continue to be the place of worship to the Lord that Mount Olive is,
to allow for Mount Olive to provide the worshipful services each week, to
keep it functioning on a day-to-day basis and for your generous financial
contributions supporting our mission of service to the Lord. Thank you so
much to each and every one of you for your service to the Lord and Mount
Olive - it is deeply appreciated.
Since my last message one of my aunts who Jayne and I worshiped with in
her nursing home service last summer received her reward in Heaven. I have
many wonderful memories of her and her family (we went to their home for
dinner the Sunday after President Kennedy was killed and because Mom was
slow getting ready Dad, my brother Steve and I saw Lee Harvey Oswald
shot on live television) but I will always remember that the last time I saw
her it was in worship of our Lord and although we are sad it is with great joy
that we anticipate seeing her again in Heaven Thanks to our Lord Jesus
Christ's suffering, death and glorious resurrection on our recently celebrated
Easter morning.
In conjunction with Jayne's one page rule I will close for now. Despite our
winter this year history indicates summer IS coming and is always a busy
time in northern Minnesota. I pray that everyone has a safe summer season
and hope you are able to find time this summer
to worship at Mount Olive.
Yours in Christ
Ed Martinson
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News from the Office…
Happy May everyone! Earlier in
month I started this article exclaiming
about the nice weather we were
experiencing, then we had the little
blizzard and I complained about cold
weather; now I am back to being
happy! What an interesting place to
live. Mania and depression are an
every week occurrence!
I want to Thank all the Volunteers and Helpers for a wonderful
Lent season. The Soup Suppers and Coffee Hours were hearty and
filling; for the stomach and for the spirit!
This May is another month of special events: Mothers’ Day,
Ascension Day (May 10th), Armed Forces Day and Memorial Day.
Please read the newsletter; there are some new events happening at
Mt. Olive that are fun to participate in. The calendar is busy! We
are also combining June/July newsletters so the deadline is May
24. I hope this gives everyone enough time to gather volunteers!
Thank you in advance.
The office will be closed on Memorial Day, May 28.
Finally, Happy Mother’s Day to all our mothers!
Your servant in Christ,

Julie
P. S. Don’t forget the Mt. Olive Portrait Session date you signed
up for!

7 Highlights

May 2018

Circle News:
The May schedule is as follows:
 Lydia Circle will meet on Thursday, May 3rd at noon. Bring a
sandwich to enjoy the meeting and fellowship together! (Please
note that there will not be a Bible study this month!)
 Rebecca Circle – High Tea date and time are to be determined.
More information to follow.
 LWML will meet on May 20h in one of the Sunday School
rooms after the service. We have great projects to discuss and work
on – come join the fun! All Mt. Olive ladies are invited!
*All meetings are at the church unless otherwise indicated. Feel
free to call the office for information.

The April MITE Offering from the congregation totaled $111.03
(YTD $536.29) Thank you all for your generous gifts for the
LWML's mission efforts.
You will be hearing more about LWML's
activities in future months. All women - no
matter which Circle you are participating
in - are encouraged to be active members
of Lutheran Women's Missionary League.
Four times a year the LWML's magazine,
The Quarterly, brings Bible Studies, news
of events, projects, and people throughout
the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod.

The next mite door offering will be Sunday, May 6th
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Mt. Olive will be participating in the Baby
Bottle Fundraising Drive again this
year, beginning on Mother’s Day and
ending on Father’s Day. The funds
collected in the baby bottles will help
support the Christ Child Society, which
manages the “crib club store” in the
Women’s Care Center in Duluth. Please
consider participating in this effort that
will help us change lives with your change!
Please watch for further information in the bulletin as Mother’s
Day approaches!
If you have any questions, please contact Randy or Robin Muench
@729-0014. Thank you!
Spring Cleaning day for
Mt. Olive!
We will be scheduling a Spring
Cleaning day for the church
soon (June 2nd or 9th) and we are
going to be discarding some
items that might still be of use
to someone else; (i.e.. office chairs, ping pong table,
etc). We will leave these items in the Fellowship Hall
in advance of the day chosen so that if you are
interested you can take what you like.

Graduation Sunday June 3rd
Please join us for a special coffee hour
to recognize our high school graduate. We
pray God's blessing upon their future plans.
Be sure to call the office to let us know of
your high school graduate.
Thank You!
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Lutheran Student Fellowship:
Lutheran Student Fellowship met every
Tuesday evening at 8:00 pm at Mt.
Olive, 2012 E. Superior Street. We
finished the book “The Reason I
Believe” by Allen Quist.
Come and join us next year!
Rachel and Elizabeth Franck,
Campus Ministry Coordinators

Ascension Day Worship
Thursday,
May 10th @ 7:00 pm
Mt. Olive Lutheran Church

Happy Mother’s Day!
We want to show appreciation and honor to all
the mothers, grandmothers, foster mothers,
adoptive mothers and nannies in our
congregation. Please stop by the table in the
narthex for a gift from Thrivent Financial!
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Food for your body • Food for your soul.
Mt. Olive Food Shelf News:
Thank you for your regular support! We spend $300.00 per month, and it
is completely from the generous donations of our members! There is
always a need for more funds so please consider setting aside a portion
for this ministry. Our visitors really do appreciate the food available to
them here, and the friendly greeting they receive from Mt. Olive. so this
is a great community outreach in that way, too.
To help support the food shelf, your check/cash can be placed in the
offering plate and marked “food shelf.” If you want to do your own
shopping, the items we need most are soup, canned fruit, canned pasta
and meat, peanut butter, jam/jelly, tuna and other canned meat, cereal,
canned veggies, rice, mac and cheese, ramen, pasta and pasta sauce,
juice, peanuts and microwave popcorn. Non-food items include
deodorant, toothpaste, shampoo/conditioner, lotion and soap. These can
be left outside the cabinet in the Upper Room.
Thank you, again, for all your donations, both monetary and food items!
Statistics beginning 4/26/10 – total served = 99;
2011 total served = 229;
2012 total served = 251 (26 Bibles);
2013 total served = 317 (20 Bibles);
2014 total served = 452 (10 Bibles);
2015 total served = 466 (18 Bibles);
2016 total served = 346 (16 Bibles);
2017 total served = 361 (16 Bibles)
Total served thru April = 104 (2 Bible)
Actual monthly totals are posted on the cabinet door in the Upper Room.

*Please join us May 6th for our Food Shelf Fundraiser/Pizza,
Salad and Root Beer floats! All proceeds will go to the Food
Shelf. Thank you for all your support!
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Mission Sunday is May 20th
Project 24

Christ’s Care for Children: Kenya is a sponsorship program that
matches donors in the U.S. with children who are living in one of
the boarding facilities in Kenya, managed by the LCMS’ partner
church, the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Kenya. The cost to
sponsor a child is $90 per month or $1,080 for the whole year.
Sponsors receive an initial packet of information on their child, as
well as updates throughout the year on his or her welfare,
spiritual engagement and school grades.

More than just food and shelter
The Christ’s Care for Children: Kenya program offers more than just
food and shelter. It is also designed to equip children with everything
necessary for success in life. The children learn to plant, harvest, cook,
tend to livestock, clean the compounds and care for their personal space.
The children begin and end each day with devotions. Choir practice,
Bible study and catechesis occurs throughout the week, too. The
children are full, contributing members of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church of Kenya (a partner church of the LCMS) and some teach
Sunday school classes for the younger students.
There’s something different about Christ’s Care for Children: Kenya
compared with similar programs,” said Britt Odemba, an LCMS
missionary in Kenya who oversees the program. “I’ve seen how well
the children are taught and what God is doing in their lives. It’s
exciting for me to be part of this program and to link people together
across the world.
There will be a freewill offering after the service.
Thank you for supporting the wonderful ministry!
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From The Island
Greetings in Christ!
Well, will wonders never cease! The snow is
gone and we are actually seeing a few inches of
water around the lake. It hit the upper 50’s today and there is a
possibility of mid 70’s this weekend. Lots of bird activity, animal
activity and people activity. Isn’t spring grand?
This Saturday we have our annual spring cleanup weekend and
already have quite a few folks signed up but can always use more.
Bring tools, muscle power, cleaning equipment and more. We will
have inside and outside activities for participants.
Summer 2018 Program Highlight:
Trailblazer/Voyageur Splash Camp
There is nothing like being at Splash Camp on a hot summer day!
We offer campers lots of summer water fun, including plenty of
time at the beach, a giant slip-n-slide, kayaking, canoeing, water
volleyball and basketball, singing around the campfire and great
evening activities. This is also the week of the annual Lutheran
Island Camp Water Championships.
Ages: Trailblazer (7-11) and Voyageur (12-14)
Date: # 1-July 15-20
Rate: $360
Deposit: $75

This Sunday’s Jamboree’s – Sunday, April 29 (Ken at Trinity in
Bemidji and Louis at St. Paul in Perham).
We have Quilting Ladies in Wed.-Sun of this week.
We want to thank all of you again for the wonderful support for us
through the Thrivent Giving Choice program. We received over
$10000 that will be used to keep our rates lower, purchase some
equipment.
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National Day of Prayer Theme for 2018
The National Day of Prayer was created in 1952 by a joint resolution
of Congress, and signed into law by President Harry S. Truman. In
1988, the law was unanimously amended by both the House and the
Senate and signed into law by President Ronald Reagan on
Thursday, May 5, 1988, designating the first Thursday of May as a
day of national prayer. Every president since 1952 has signed a
National Day of Prayer proclamation.
Prayer brings people together. Prayer builds bridges between
opposing persons and even political parties. Prayer reminds us that
we are created in God's image and He desires for us to represent Him
everywhere we go. Prayer brings UNITY. In 2018, our theme will
be Pray for America - UNITY, based upon Ephesians 4:3 which
challenges us to mobilize unified public prayer for America, "Making
every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace."
Our hope is that individuals, churches, and spiritual leaders in
America, will humble ourselves and unify in prevailing prayer for the
next great move of God in America. We can come together in clear
agreement that this is our greatest need. We can become a visible
union, standing together in prayer. We can pray more than ever
before, and practice extraordinary prayer for the next great move of
God in America that will catapult the message of the gospel nationally
and internationally.
Thursday May 3rd 5:00 PM
Duluth City Hall
411 West First Street
Join with others as we pray for our City, Community and Nation.
We will be gathering at the flagpole outside of the Duluth City Hall.
Dress for the Weather as the gathering will be outside rain or shine.
All are Welcome!
Please invite others and let your congregations know!

There is no great movement of God that has ever occurred that
does not begin with the extraordinary prayer of God's
people." Dr. Ronnie Floyd
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Food Shelf Fundraiser - May 6th
Please join us for coffee after Sunday service May 6th to help raise
funds for the Food Shelf Ministry. Rachel
and Elizabeth Franck will be hosting
with pizza, salad and root beer floats.
The Food Shelf is a huge resource for the people of this area and
the funds have been dwindling. Please help us replenish this
wonderful ministry. Funds or food are welcome!

Thank you for your support!

A special Thank you to Thrivent for providing the cost of the food so
all donations will go directly to the Food Shelf!

MAIN STREET LIVING NORTHLAND LCMS SERVICE OF WORSHIP
for the Duluth region televised by KBJR Channel 6. "MAIN STREET
LIVING NORTHLAND" is a locally produced TV program that includes a
30 minute worship service led by participating pastors of the Minnesota
North District of our LCMS, along with a 30 minute children's program
called "Kid's Crossing". It is broadcast every Sunday at 10:00 a.m. Central
time on KBJR Channel 6 NBC and cable and satellite systems carrying
these stations, and archived on https://vimeo.com/user82955593
LCMS Service of Worship – Every Sunday at 10:00a.m. on KBJR Channel
6, Duluth
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Welcome to Naomi Marie Torres! She is the
granddaughter of Peter Franck and the second great
grandchild of Jim and Phyllis Franck. She was born April 16,
2018 to Diamond and Miguel and we give thanks for a safe
delivery. Congratulations to the Franck family!
Congratulations to Joel and Christy Von Hagel for the birth
of their daughter Josephine Rae Von Hagel in February
2018. She is the granddaughter of Tom and Pattie Von
Hagel and was baptized Sunday, April 22nd in British
Columbia. Congratulations to the Von Hagel family!
Certainly you made my mind and heart; you wove me
together in my mother’s womb. I will give you thanks
because your deeds are awesome and amazing. You knew me
thoroughly; my bones were not hidden from you, when I was
made in secret and sewed together in the depths of the earth.
Your eyes saw me when I was inside the womb. All the days
ordained for me were recorded in your scroll before one of
them came into existence.
Psalm 139:14-16
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Gay Aubin, Jerry Anderson,
Peggy Claflin, Drusilla Granroth,
Edna Hanke, Bunny Hein,
George Mousky, Holly Suronen
Just a note of Thanks to Mt. Olive
Lutheran Church for the Health Kits
and Bibles you delivered to Bill
Rogers for the Orphan Grain Train.
I packed 6 apple boxes and
delivered them the Meyer
Minnesota and last week they were
on their way to the headquarters in
Norfolk, Nebraska. Thanks for reaching out with love to the
needy.
Thank you! Bill Rogers

THANK YOU to everyone who
attended and/or donated to the ACT at
the Easter Breakfast. $336 was raised
to support ACT and other young
people's activities, especially the
upcoming conference in July. Thank
you to Hannah Franck and others for
their help with setting up for the Easter breakfast. Thank you to
Carol and Arden Weaver for cleaning and hanging the white
banners for our Easter service. The Choir sounded wonderful on
Good Friday and Easter Sunday. Finally thank you to the Franck
family for their parts in setting up for the Easter services. Thank
you to Steve Trogdon with Good Friday and Easter Vigil
services. We so appreciate your willingness to lend a hand and use
your gifts and talents in service to our Mount Olive family.
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May Anniversaries
2
4
23
29
30
31

Marv & Judy Hoops
Dave & Christine Erven
Robert & Gayle Franck
David & Barbara Sheedy
John & Barbara Hass
Barry & Emily Fuchs

54 years
27 years
31 years
36 years
37 years
15 years

May Birthdays
1 Carla Ahrenstorff
Emily Fuchs
David Sorenson
2 Joshua Franck
Nickcole Thomas
3 Gerald Hass
7 Sarah Stepec
10 Randy Muench
11 Reed Polzin
14 Alex Lietzan
15 Norma Mousky
Wyatt Robison
16 Jon Franck

17
18
19
21
23
24
25
28
29
31

Blake Wandersee
Kate Jones
Teresa Koivula
Nathan Stephenson
Margaret Nielson
Sylvia Linder
Seth Stepec
Jeremy Cary
Cheryl Beaver
Delores Wendling

