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Notes from the Pastor:
This year, as usual, we will celebrate
Reformation Day on the last Sunday in
October, close to October 31, an important
date for the Lutheran Reformation. Why?
On that date in 1517, Martin Luther
nailed the 95 Theses to the door of the
Wittenberg Church, inviting a discussion
about important Scriptural topics.
The year 1517 was 499 years ago. And
next year will be 500. Five hundred is a
rather significant number and anniversary, worth paying
attention to and celebrating.
In fact, our LCMS and our own congregation will be looking
forward to and celebrating this event in some ways for an entire
year. It is worth doing so? I think so, for several reasons.
Of course, we are not simply celebrating a man, Martin Luther.
And yet, he was indeed a man, a leader, chosen by God and used
by God to bring about a wider knowledge of the gospel in his time
and through our time and beyond. The church had indeed
become corrupted in many and deep ways. Others had noticed
that. Other reformers had tried to correct things that were
contrary to God’s revelation in His Word. Some lacked the
leadership skills, and many were simply killed before their efforts
could bear fruit. However, in Martin Luther and others of his
time, God brought together a number of things.
God brought together people willing to defend the Christian faith
and to defend Martin Luther and others from personal attacks.

2 Highlights

October 2016

He brought together people with clarity of sight and mind and the
leadership abilities to promote a right understanding and faith,
people willing to stand up for the truth regardless of personal
cost.
God brought together technological advances of that time to
spread the gospel and reforms widely through the printing press
and other communications. World historical events also allowed
for the spread and trust in the gospel.
Over the next year, we will be joining other churches in
remembering and celebrating this important event. One way we
will celebrate this is in learning and singing a new hymn written
particularly for this celebration, titled, “Though All Our Life is
Like a Scroll.” If you are interested in looking ahead, you can find
this hymn at http://lutheranreformation.org/worship/
Four Sundays in particular will be observed over the next year.
On November 13, we will commemorate the
birth of Martin Luther; on February 19,
2017, the death of Martin Luther; on June
25, the Presentation of the Augsburg
Confession; and on October 29, 2017, the
500th anniversary of the Reformation.
In Minnesota, the two districts of the LCMS
(Minnesota North and South) will also be
hosting a large joint Reformation Day service on Sunday
afternoon, November 29, 2017, at 4:00 p.m. on the campus of
Concordia University St. Paul. LCMS President Harrison will be
the preacher.
Please take time this coming year to remember God’s rich
blessings given us through the events of 500 years ago, and give
thanks.
In Christ our Lord,

Pastor Robert Franck
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Notes from the Excecutive Director…
Brothers and Sisters in Christ:
After the excitement of restarting Sunday School there are a lot
of things to look forward to in the coming months. In
appreciation for the efforts of all the individuals
who volunteer their time and talents in service
at Mount Olive the Board of Elders will be
hosting a potluck after the service on 10-2316 for Volunteer Recognition Sunday to
thank and honor all of these individuals. On
the darker side of things unfortunately in
conjunction with the recent attacks on individuals and religious
facilities we are investigating the option of installing a camera
security system and efforts are underway regarding scheduling
speakers at Mount Olive dealing with security and emergency
preparedness for Mount Olive and to protect our devoted staff.
The Board of Elders will again be discussing the time for The
Christmas Eve service in early October and all ballots and
opinions would be greatly appreciated for input on this issue.
As the summer draws too close in the fall begins we also began
to approach the holiday season. I am very thankful to have the
opportunity to participate in this exciting time in the history of
Mount Olive. Thank you again for your time and support.
Take Care and God Bless

Ed Martinson
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Ballot for Christmas Eve Service Time
_____ Continue current time of 4:30 PM.

_____ New time of 6 PM or 6:30 PM. (Please circle one)

_____ Alternate every year 4:30 PM and 6/6:30 PM. (if Christmas
Eve is on Sunday, service at 4:30 PM regardless of alternating
Schedule)

Comments:

Please submit ballot by October 1, 2016.

Thank You,
Mount Olive Board of Elders

Notes from the Treasurer…

5 Highlights

October 2016

From the
Church Office
Ready or not; Happy Fall!!
Well, the weather is definitely
changing. This is the stuff of
bonfires, football games and general
nesting!
Soon we will have
Halloween,
All
Saints
Day,
Thanksgiving,
Advent and then
Christmas. In all of this revelry
remember also those who are less
fortunate. Volunteer at a soup kitchen, donate to the food shelf,
knit or crochet warm mittens, scarves or hats. Give generously
to a charity or donate at the blood bank…..not just during this
time of giving, but all year through. We have all been blessed
… let us share God’s love with others as well.
Mt. Olive has so much to offer to its members and to the
community. It is inspiring to see our membership increasing! It
is also wonderful so see the returning visitors; they add vitality
to our congregation that is most welcome.
Enjoy your Fall days whether it be a football game or raking
leaves or just sitting by a camp fire. I know I will. Happy Fall!
Your Servant in the Lord,
Julie
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LWML Sunday is October 2nd
October 2 is LWML Sunday. The Lutheran Women’s Missionary
League is the official women’s auxiliary of The Lutheran Church –
Missouri Synod. For the past 72 years, the LWML has been
encouraging and equipping women to live out their Christian lives
in active mission ministries and to financially support global
mission projects. To financially support these mission projects, we
collect “mites.” Based on the Biblical account of the widow’s
mite (Luke 21:1-4), the mite box is intended for regular
contributions of mites - offerings above and beyond the support
given to congregations and the LCMS. Mite Box contributions
amount to millions of dollars that fund district and national mission
grants and implement the LWML program. Thank you to all who
contribute to our Mite Box collections!
Ladies of Mt. Olive, you are all invited to attend our next LWML
meeting on Sunday, October 2, in the Upper Room following the
church service. We will be planning our projects for the upcoming
year.
See Carol Walczak if you have any questions about the LWML.
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LWML Meetings this month:
Lydia Circle will meet for a noon lunch and get together on
Thursday, October 6th. Join them for lunch and fellowship (and a
Bible study prior to the meeting at 11:15). Don’t forget to bring a
sandwich!!
LWML meeting in the Upper Room October 2nd following the
service.

LWML’s Fall Rally will be held at
St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church,
Esko, on Saturday, October 29.
Please register from 10-10:30AM,
$5, and the rally will begin at
10:30. The guest speaker will be
Connie Olson who will tell about
her mission at Whispers of Hope.
Ingathering items will be collected
for the non-residential facility offering Christ-centered
spiritual, emotional and physical healing for women in crisis.
Needed are septic safe one-ply toilet paper, half-sheet size
paper towels, ziplock bags - all sizes, and postage stamps.
A light lunch will be served. St. Matthew’s is at 4 Elizabeth
Avenue, Esko, off County Highway 61, east of the Canosia
Road.
“Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.”
Galatians 6:2

Don’t forget that the first Sunday of each
month is LWML Mite Sunday!!
Mites collected thru September totaled
$122.36 (1,378.03 YTD)
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The Mission Grant Committee recommended and the
Board of Directors approved the payment of grant
allocations as follows: $9,000 for Orphan Grain Train
(Paid in Full); $12,000 for Gloria Dei School and
Church Building in Cap Haitian, Haiti.
Mission Grants for the 2016-2018 Biennium (Balance as of
July 12, 2016)
GRANT

2016-2018 Mission Grant

AMOUNT

BALANCE

#1

Scholarships for Men
Preparing for Ordination

$15,000

$15,000

#2

Scholarships for Full-time
Church Work Students

$50,000

$50,000

#3

Orphan Grain Train

$9,000

PAID IN
FULL

#4

Lutheran Island Camp's
Christ Serve Academy

$10,000

$10,000

#5

Caring for Our Pastors
(Doxology)

$10,000

$10,000

#6

C.R.O.S.S. Appeal

$14,000

$14,000

#7

Gloria Dei School and
Church Building in Cap
Haitian, Haiti

$15,000

$3,000

#8

Dakota Boys and Girls
Ranch Chapel Furnishings

$5,000

$5,000

#9

Love Works! Lutheran
Braille Workers

$5,000

$5,000

# 10

Bible Translation Field
Testing (Partially Funded)

$4,000

$4,000

$137,000

$116,000

TOTALS
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Mission Sunday is October 18th
Pastor James Kollie – Update from Cotton Tree
Good Shepherd Lutheran School, Cotton Tree, Liberia
The 2016/2017 academic school year began this month with the
enrollment of 168 students. There are 64 students who wish to
attend but their parents are not able to financially provide for their
education. I do know that every child should have the right to
education but we have to pay our teachers.
Please continue to pray for us. Liberia is going backward to where
it was15 years ago. Let me share with you
how a Liberian shares food for people living
in one house. They are our members and I
had gone to visit with them when she
shared the only meal for the day. They call it
in Liberia one blood for the day. Meaning,
you eat once a day until the next day.
Liberians are really going through hard
times now. Your support means a lot to us
and we are now truly in need to educate
these children who desire to learn
but are not able to attend because of
lack of funding.
PLEASE consider a gift to assist
these children and provide for the
salaries of the teachers.
Contributions toward the salaries of
the teachers and for support of
students at Good Shepherd
Lutheran School, Cotton Tree,
Liberia should be sent to the
Minnesota North District LCMS
Earmark them for Cotton Tree
Lutheran SchoolTeachers
Salaries or Student Support
Send to the District at: PO Box
604, Brainerd, MN 56401
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ACT Meeting next Sunday, October 2nd
We are hoping to
reinvigorate our youth
group! The “Active
Christian Teens” hasn’t
been very active of
late, but especially as
the new children in our
congregation grow, we would like to have a group going
for Bible study and/or activities with fellow Lutheran
believers. If you are or a parent of 7th through 12th
graders, we welcome you to our meeting!
Topics of discussion will be The Bible Bowl, Higher
Things, and regular church activities for 2017.

Spaghetti Fundraiser
Sunday, October 30, there will be a
spaghetti lunch fundraiser after the
church service. Freewill offerings will go
to purchase Christian biography CDs for
children for our church library.
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We have had a good start with LSF this year! We have
started the book Sexual Morality in a Christless World to
kick off our Bible study! We
had a game night as a fun
activity and we are hoping to
go to Adventure Zone to play
laser tag soon! We are also
getting a group together to go
to the Fall Retreat at ULC
October 14-16th! The retreat
is on Discussing the Faith
like a Lutheran by Pastor
Mark Buetow!
Rachel Franck

All Saints Sunday
November 6th
Sunday, November 6th we will
celebrate All Saints Sunday. If you
have a family member or friend who
has died in the faith whom you want
remembered at the altar, please
write their name and date of death on
a piece of paper and either give it to
the pastor, or turn it into the church
office by Wednesday, November 2nd.
There will be a clipboard on the door
of the office. Please sign your name
and phone number so Julie can call
you in case of questions, or call the
office ASAP 724-2500.
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ACT BAKE SALE FUNDRAISER
The ACT is having a Bake Sale Fundraiser on Tuesday
November 8th during voting hours at church for
funds to support this summer's trip to Higher Things!
We have requested funds from Thrivent Financial and
will use that money to bake goodies to sell! We are
asking anyone willing to make treats, especially fall
treats to donate for the bake sale to sell as well as
what the ACT bakes! If you have a wonderful fall treat
recipe that you have but don't
have time to bake it we would
love a copy of the recipe! Thank
you all for the support you have
given the ACT throughout the
years! If you do bake something
you can drop it off the Sunday
before the bake sale at Church
or Monday during business
hours or anytime Tuesday
November 8th!
Thank you!

In appreciation for the efforts of all the individuals who
volunteer their time and talents in
service at Mount Olive; the Board
of Elders will be hosting a potluck
after the service on 10-23-16 for
Volunteer Recognition Sunday to
thank and honor all of these
individuals.
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29th Annual
Lutheran Free Conference
Saturday, November 5, 2016
9:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Redeemer Lutheran Church
2719 Third Street North
St. Cloud, Minnesota
(320) 252-8171
Hosted by Minnesota North Confessional Lutherans and Other Friends and Supporter

“A Candid Look at Islam”
Its Background and Eschatology
(Eschatology: Teachings on Death, the End of Time, Judgment & Immortality)

How Islam’s Eschatology Is Manifested Today
Its Violent and Inhumane History
Appeasing Islam: A Suicidal Policy

Speakers:
Dr. Timothy Furnish, Atlanta, GA
Dr. Timothy Furnish holds a Ph.D. in Islamic, African and World History and is the
author of Holiest Wars as well as 30= articles on topics such as Mahdism, Islamic
eschatology, Islamic sects, transnational Muslim movements, Islamic history and
jihadism. He has served as guest-lecturer in venues such as Defense Institute for Security
Assistance Management, Joint Special Operations University, Federal Law Enforcement
Training Center and the US Army War College.

Rev. Dr. Alvin Schmidt, St. Louis, MO
Rev. Dr. Alvin Schmidt is the author of a number of books including, Great Dived:
Failure of Islam and Triumph of the West; How Christianity Changed the World; and
The Menace of Multiculturalism: Trojan Horse in America. Besides being an author,
Rev. Dr. Schmidt has served as professor at a number of institutions of higher learning
including Illinois College, Jacksonville, IL, and Concordia Theological Seminary (CTS),
Fort Wayne, IN. He periodically teaches the course “Christianity and Culture” at CTS.
Cost: $25/person; $10/high school or college student (includes coffee, rolls, lunch)
Registration is payable at the door. Though pre-registration is not required, a nonmonetary pre-registration is required if you plan to eat at the conference site. If you plan
to attend and be fed, send an e-mail to: office@redeemerstcloud.org or call (320) 2528171 by Thursday, October 27th, with the names of those attending.
Though Redeemer is the host congregation, it does not plan this conference. At
committee of pastors from both the MNS and MNN Districts of the LCMS is responsible.
Therefore, questions about this conference are not to be directed to Redeemer or Her
pastor, but to committee member Re. John Grein (320) 360-9242.
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Food for your body • Food for your soul.

Mt. Olive Food Shelf News:
Our goal of meeting the needs of the food shelf without using any
of the Family Assistance Fund money has been successful! We still
spend $300.00 per month, but now it is completely from the
generous donations of our members! Thank you for your regular
support! Our visitors really do appreciate the food available to
them here, and the friendly greeting they receive from Julie. She
gives them a bag to pick out what they would like and offers a
Bible to newcomers - 13 already given out this year! We actually
ran out of Bibles several months ago, and needed to order more, so
this is a great community outreach in that way, too.
To help support the food shelf, your check/cash can be placed in
the offering plate and marked “food shelf.” If you want to do your
own shopping, the items we need most are soup, canned fruit,
canned pasta and meat, peanut butter, jam/jelly, tuna and other
canned meat, cereal, canned veggies, rice, mac and cheese, ramen,
pasta and pasta sauce, juice, peanuts and microwave popcorn. Nonfood items include deodorant, toothpaste, shampoo/conditioner,
lotion and soap. These can be left
outside the cabinet in the Upper Room.
Thank you, again, for all your
donations, both monetary and food
items!
Statistics beginning 4/26/10 – total
served = 99;
2011 total served = 229;
2012 total served = 251 (26 Bibles);
2013 total served = 317 (20 Bibles);
2014 total served = 452 (10 Bibles);
2015 total served = 466 (18 Bibles);
Total served thru September=265 (13 Bibles)

Actual monthly totals are posted on the cabinet door in the Upper
Room.
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Confirmation
Confirmation classes have begun and
are on Wednesdays at 4:00 pm. The
First Year class is learning the Old
Testament and working on memorizing
the Small Catechism.

October 2016
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Pastor Appreciation Month
October is Pastor Appreciation
Month. Take a few moments to
share your thanks, prayers and
encouragement with Pastor
Franck.

Ardell Teige – Park View Care Center
200 Park View Lane. #204
Buffalo, MN 55313
Irene Hagberg – 330 13th St. N. #50A (320) 252-0008
Sauk Rapids, MN 56379
Rev. David Magruder – 1108 Aruba Dr.
Ft. Collins, CO 80525-8854
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11 John and Jennifer Keske, 13 years
18 Thomas & Lorri Swanum, 36 years
20 Tom and Nikki Robbins, 1 year

1
6
8
9
10
11
14
15

Martha Stephenson
Jennifer Keske
Ben Griffith
Jacob Griffin
Justin Walczak
Hannah Franck
Kevin Jones
Breanna Longtin
Peter Pierce
Norah Stephenson

16 Nick Polzin
19 Selma Stephenson
20 Lorri Swanum
Gary Werkhoven
21 Jacob Keske
24 Lydia Franck
Harlan Keske
27 Carol Daigle
Benjamin Swanum
Mike Wilmes
James Weaver
28 Benjamin Wilmes
31 Jeff Reinemann

