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Notes from the Pastor:
I mentioned last month that now, having
rejoiced and celebrated Mount Olive’s
100th Anniversary, we need to also look
to the future. As I see it, that involves two
main areas where we should focus our
efforts, stewardship, and outreach.
The first to be addressed is stewardship. We usually have a “pledge
card” Sunday every two years, and this is the year. It is not meant
to guilt people into promising to give a certain amount, it is rather
to help us all remember the reasons WHY we give financially to
the church, and reevaluate our giving occasionally, because we all
get into ruts that are helpful to re-think.
Stewardship is not just about giving, it is about giving BECAUSE
we have been called by God and given great blessings. It is about
stewardship under the cross of Jesus.
God's tells us in His Word how we are to use and oversee His gifts.
This is what we call Stewardship.
Christian stewardship is the faithful management of our financial
resources and all we have. It begins with the understanding that all
we have is God's (Ps. 24:1 “The earth is the LORD's, and
everything in it, the world, and all who live in it”) and that "we
brought nothing into the world, and we cannot take anything out of
the world" (1Tim 6:7). Since all we have is God's, we should use it
for His purposes. God's purpose for us in our lives is expressed in
the various vocations, or callings, that we have. So, for example, a
father and mother use their income to feed, clothe, and protect their
children.
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Besides the vocations that each of us have in our family life and in
society, we are also all Christians and members of this parish. How
do we use our income faithfully in regard to this vocation? To
learn this we must look to God's Word. Here are some key
scriptures:
Deuteronomy 8:17-18 You may say to yourself, "My power and
the strength of my hands have produced this wealth for me." But
remember the LORD your God, for it is he who gives you the
ability to produce wealth, and so confirms his covenant, which he
swore to your forefathers, as it is today.
Luke 16:13 Jesus said, "No servant can serve two masters. Either
he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the
one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and
Money."
Matthew 6:19-21 Jesus said, "Do not store up
for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth
and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and
steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in
heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and
where thieves do not break in and steal. For
where your treasure is, there your heart will be
also.”
Malachi 3:8-9 "Will a man rob God? Yet you
rob me. "But you ask, 'How do we rob you?' "In
tithes and offerings. You are under a curse-- the whole nation of
you-- because you are robbing me.
2 Corinthians 8:7, 9:6-8 But just as you excel in everything-- in
faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness and in your
love for us --see that you also excel in this grace of giving. … The
point is this: he who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and
he who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each one must
do as he has made up his mind, not reluctantly or under
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to
provide you with every blessing in abundance, so that you may
always have enough of everything.
What does this mean for us?
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Your heart always goes where you put God's money. Stewardship
is not an optional subcategory of the Christian life; it is the living
out of a Christian's dependence on God. As such, faith and
finances are inseparable. True joy is found not in storing up the
things of this world, for the things of this world won’t last. True
joy is found in clinging to Christ who poured out His life for you
on the cross and now gives you His Life in Baptism, Absolution,
and the Lord's Supper. The things of this world are temporarily
given to us by God to see and we will be called to account for how
we manage the Owner’s things (Rom.14:10-12, 2 Cor. 5:10).
Next month, IN NOVEMBER, in the month of Thanksgiving, I
hope you will prayerfully consider your giving., prayerfully
consider your giving to God's work through His Church. Are you
faithfully giving a first-fruits tithe of your income to the work of
God? Are you, as St. Paul says, “excelling in this grace of giving”?
If not, why not? In next month's newsletter we'll consider more of
what God says about Stewardship – specifically more about tithing
(the Biblical practice of giving a tenth of our income to God's work
in the Church) – and provide steps for planning your giving for
next year.
In Christ our Lord,

Pastor Robert Franck

Board of Elders Meeting –
October 17th
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Church Office…
Happy Fall Everyone!
I am writing this today and the
weather has just gotten cooler and
crisper. It feels so nice!
The Garden Angels’ garden really
performed well this year; it is still
blooming. Thank you so much for
your efforts to beautify our
entrance! Everyone who has
participated in and around the
events for our 100 year anniversary
should take a bow; their efforts culminated in a wonderful way
Sunday, September 25th. The church was spectacular, all the
information gathered and put on display was wonderful, the events
leading up to the anniversary were fantastic, and the attendance was
terrific. What a very special time for Mt. Olive, it’s congregation and
visitors; past and present!
Fall is bonfires, football games and general nesting, not tents and
umbrellas! Oh well, soon we will have Halloween, All Saints Day,
Thanksgiving, Advent and then Christmas. It’s a fun season! In all of
this revelry remember those who are less fortunate. Volunteer at a
soup kitchen, donate to the food shelf, knit or crochet warm mittens,
scarves or hats. Give generously to a charity or donate at the blood
bank…..not just during this time of giving, but all year through. We
have all been blessed … let us share God’s love with others as well.
Enjoy your Fall days whether it is a football game, formula 1 racing,
raking leaves or just sitting by a campfire. I know I will. Happy Fall!
Your Servant in the Lord,
Julie
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Circle News:
The October schedule is as follows:
•

Priscilla Circle continue to meet as needed.

•

The Woman’s Bible Study will continue to
meet every Thursday at 10:00 am.

•

LWML Rally October, Saturday 15th at 10:00 am.

•

Altar Guild meeting October 16th after the service.

The next mite door offering will be October 2nd
There was no collection on September 4th because
of covid, so the totals are still $128.41, with a yearto-date total of $1,135.34. The mites that are
collected fund mission grants voted on by the district
and national LWML. The LWML thanks you!
LWML News
This year’s Lutheran Women’s
Missionary League (LWML) Sunday
theme, which we are celebrating on
October 2, is “For Us and With Us,”
based on Romans 8:31-39 – What then
shall we say to these things? If God is for
us, who can be against us? He who did
not spare his own Son but gave him up
for us all, how will he not also with him
graciously give us all things? (Romans
8:31-32).
What is the LWML? It is the official women’s auxiliary of The
Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod. The LWML has been
encouraging and equipping women to live out their Christian lives
in active mission ministries and to financially support global
mission projects. To financially support these mission projects, we
collect “mites.” Based on the Biblical account of the widow’s mite
(Luke 21:1-4), the mite box is intended for regular contributions of
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mites – offerings above and beyond the support given to
congregations and the LCMS. Mite box contributions amount to
millions of dollars that fund district and national mission grants and
implement the LWML program.
We glorify God by sharing His love with others. Your generous
mite offering donations enable us to we can share the Gospel
throughout the world. Join us on LWML Sunday to give thanks
and praise to God. Thank you for supporting the LWML!
All ladies of Mt. Olive are invited to participate in the activities of
the LWML. The Lake Superior Zone LWML fall rally will be held at
Mt. Olive on Saturday, October 15, and you are invited to attend!
(Further details on the rally are elsewhere in this newsletter.)
See Carol Walczak if you have any questions about the LWML.
Altar Guild News
The annual Altar Guild meeting will be held in
the Upper Room on Sunday, October 9, after
the worship service. We will set the schedule
for the upcoming year and discuss possible
changes in our procedures. The Altar Guild
members set up the altar for Holy Communion.
We generally have teams consisting of two members, and each
team is on duty for one month out of the year. We do have some
openings in our schedule, so if you are interested in joining the
Altar Guild, please contact me or just show up at our annual
meeting. Carol Walczak

October is Pastor Appreciation Month!
If you can this month; find ways to express your appreciation for
Pastor Franck. He is wonderful source of theological knowledge and
he enjoys sharing it; his humor is wonderful also! I enjoy the
conversations we have about the Bible and appreciate the insight I get
listening to his sermons. We are so
fortunate to have him at Mt. Olive.
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So Close ... Thank Offering Report
With the special offering received at the
100th Anniversary worship service, total thank
offerings from “100 Days of Blessings and Giving,”
June 17 – September 25, are $4,838.80. We are
within $161.20 of meeting our $5,000 goal! If you
have not yet had a chance to contribute to the thank
offering, please do so this month. Make sure your gift
is marked "100th Anniversary Thank Offering" or use
a green envelope available in the narthex. Help us
reach that $5,000 mark we are so close to achieving.
Thank you to all contributors for considering the
blessings you daily receive and, out of gratefulness,
giving an extra amount for a new mission church in West Duluth. It
is our hope that work toward this goal will become possible with our
anniversary gifts. If efforts to start a West Duluth church do not begin
within five years, Mt. Olive’s thank offering will be forwarded to
other Minnesota North District mission needs.

Dear Lord, You have poured out abundant blessings upon me and upon
Your people at Mt. Olive for over 100 years. Move me to offer my time,
money, and service, that I can be a blessing to others and live my life in
thankfulness to You. Amen.

Sunday, October 2, 2022
Congregational Prayer - Lord God, heavenly
Father, we are living through difficult
times. People are hurting and need hope. Despite
the restrictions we face due to the virus, give us
opportunity to tell someone we know about Your
love and forgiveness. Someone we know needs

hope. Use us to give Your hope to them. In
Jesus name we pray, Amen.
Voter’s Meeting November 6th
after the service:
Topic is the 2023 Budget
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All Saints' Sunday - November 6th
Sunday, November 6th we will
celebrate All Saints Sunday. If you have
a family member or friend who has died
in the faith whom you want
remembered at the altar, please write
their name and date of death on a piece
of paper and either give it to the pastor,
or turn it into the church office by
Thursday, October 27th. There will be
a clipboard on the door of the office. Please sign your
name and phone number so Julie can call you in case of
questions or call the office 724-2500.

LSF
WELCOME STUDENTS! We welcome you to worship here
at Mount Olive. There is coffee and refreshments after the
service downstairs. Also, Lutheran Student Fellowship Bible
Study is Tuesdays, at 7:00 p.m. downstairs. The back
door will be open. If you have questions or need a ride,
contact us at rachelfranck656@gmail.com
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Food for your body • Food for your soul.

Mt. Olive Food Shelf News:
The Mt. Olive Food Shelf is a much-used resource for many
people in this area and it is one of many mission
opportunities that Mt. Olive sponsors. Our Thanksgiving
Offering goes to it every year. It has grown steadily in
number of users over this last year.

Ways to support the Food Shelf:
If you are able to pick up a few extra items when
you go to the grocery store, they can be left by the
cabinet in the Upper Room. If you prefer not to
shop, a check or cash can be put in the offering
plate and marked “food shelf.”
Items most needed are soup, canned fruit,
canned pasta and meat, tuna, peanut butter,
jelly/jam, cereal, ramen, rice, mac and cheese,
pasta and pasta sauce, canned veggies and juice.
Non-food items include deodorant, toothpaste,
toothbrushes,
shampoo, lotion and soap.
Anything you can give would be much appreciated!
Thank you!

2016 total served = 346 (16 Bibles)
2017 total served = 361 (16 Bibles)
2018 total served = 396 (7 Bibles)
2019 total served = 319 (7 Bibles)
2020 total served = 133 (1Bible)
2021 total served = 78 (3 Bibles)
Total served thru September = 39 (1 Bible)
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LCMS Service of Worship – Every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. on KBJR
Channel 6, Duluth.
MY SAVIOR LIVES NORTHLAND LCMS SERVICE OF
WORSHIP for the Duluth region televised by KBJR Channel 6.
"MY SAVIOR LIVES NORTHLAND" is a locally produced,
regionally recognized TV program with a message for the world.
The service includes a 30-minute worship service led by
participating pastors of the Minnesota North District of our LCMS.
My Savior Lives Northland is broadcast every Sunday at 9:30 a.m.
Central time on KBJR Channel 6 NBC and cable and satellite
systems carrying these stations.

October 2, 2022

Rev. Stafford Thompson
Hope Lutheran – Cloquet, MN
October 9, 2022

Rev. Matt Kohl
Our Redeemer Lutheran – Cloquet, MN
October 16, 2022

Rev. Don Stauty
Redeemer Lutheran – Virginia, MN
Gloria Dei – Aurora, MN
October 23, 2022

Rev. Arleigh von Seggern
Trinity Lutheran Chapel Cable, WI
October 30, 2022

Please send contributions to:
Mt. Olive Lutheran Church
2012 East Superior Street
Duluth MN 55812

Rev. Brady Finnern
President of the Minnesota North District
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Sunday October 16th – Mission Sunday

My Savior Lives Northland

About Our Ministry

About Our Ministry
Originally called Main Street Living Northland, our weekly program
has been airing continuously since early 2018. In September 2020,
we changed our name to MSL Northland as we became an all local
production. Each half hour program is a complete church service
including liturgy, bible readings and hymns, along with a sermon
delivered by an ordained pastor from one of the Missouri Synod
Lutheran Churches in northeastern Minnesota and northwest
Wisconsin.

Our Mission
Bringing Christ to the Northland
The purpose of this corporation is to engage in a television and
social media evangelistic ministry on behalf of Minnesota North
District, Lutheran Church Missouri Synod. Our goal is to provide for
those who cannot gather in a local congregation the opportunity to
hear God’s Word the same as if they worshiped in a local
congregation that Sunday. God says His Word will not return empty.
May it bless you who hear it.

There will be a free will offering after the service.
Food items can also be brought on Mission Sunday.
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Lutheran Island Camp
www.islandcamp.org
Dear Quilters, Crafters, and Scrapbookers!
If you love to scrapbook or quilt (or do any craft, really),
we have an awesome opportunity for you at Lutheran
Island Camp. We are opening up our November Quilt
Retreat to scrapbookers and crafters alike!
What: Scrapbooking & Quilt Retreat
When: November 8th-13th, 2022
Where: Lutheran Island Camp
Cost: 5 nights--$260
4 nights--$220
3 nights--$180
2 nights--$140
1 night--$90
Cost includes lodging and food. You can sign up by
going to www.islandcamp.org/registration and clicking
on the Scrapbooking & Quilt Retreat button!
Tell your friends! We are looking forward to having you
at Lutheran Island Camp for this very special inaugural
retreat.
See you on the Island,
Julia Johnson
Lutheran Island Camp
Program Coordinator
(218) 583-2905
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Minnesota North District
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
PO Box 604
Brainerd, MN 56401
September 13, 2022
Dear Friends in Christ – Co-workers in the Minnesota North District:
We have received word that Rev. Marvin Blaske (em. Milaca), was
taken to be with his Savior in heaven on Monday, September 12,
2022. Funeral Service was held at 11:00 am on Friday, September
16, 2022, at Zion Lutheran Church in Princeton. Visitation was from
4:00 – 7:00 pm on Thursday, September 15th at Williams Dingman
Funeral Home in Princeton and again one hour before the service
on Friday from 10:00-11:00 am.
Pastor Blaske served congregations in North Dakota and
Princeton/Milaca, MN before retiring in 1996.
We have received word that Mrs. Gwen Koopman of Waite Park,
MN, wife of Rev. Henry Koopman (em.), was taken to be with her
Savior in heaven on September 21, 2022.
Visitation was Monday, September 26th from 4-7 p.m. at Daniel
Funeral Home in St. Cloud and again for one hour prior to the
service at the church. The Funeral Service was on Tuesday,
September 27th at 10:00 a.m. at Redeemer Lutheran Church in St.
Cloud.
Please keep the Blaske and Koopman familes in your prayers,
asking that God would soothe their sorrow and wipe away their
tears with the precious promises of the Gospel. The Lord gave, and
the Lord has taken away. Blessed be the name of the Lord!
Peace to you in Christ,
Rev. Brady Finnern
District President
". . .'Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth.' 'Yes,'
says the Spirit, 'so that they will receive rest from their labors, for their
works accompany them'" (Revelation 14:13).
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CIRCUIT FORUM
On October 23rd,Our Lake Superior Circuit will be electing a
pastor and lay delegate to represent our Circuit at the LCMS
National Convention to be held July 29-August 3,
2023. We need to nominate a lay delegate
who is willing to go. Are you interested?
Please speak with Pastor Franck soon. The
meeting will be held soon, so time is of the
essence here. Thank you for considering.
Pastor Franck
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The Franck family is hosting coffee hour
October 16th to celebrate the marriage of Hannah
and Sam Cooley. Everyone is invited! Please come
and celebrate with the happy couple and family.

Thank you Mt. Olive, for all the
wonder cards and well-wishing
for my birthday!
You made it a very special one.
Sincerely,
Lois Maine

Thank You!!
Thank you everyone for the thoughts and prayers for me.
I am doing much better and am grateful for the prayers.
What a blessing it is to have such
fellowship at Mt. Olive.
Thank you,
Ernie Schoenfeld
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A Thank you to our organists!
Thank you, Rachel and Elizabeth, for your
wonderful playing in the 100 year anniversary
service. Your playing really raised our
enjoyment to another level Sunday. Thank you!
Mt. Olive Congregation.

Thank You!
A heartfelt Thank you to everyone who gave up their
time and talents that made our 100 year Anniversary
service a resounding success. The cleaners, decorators,
preparers, investigators, volunteers, luncheon
providers… everyone! It was such a beautiful tribute to
what the founders’ vision must surely have been.
Mt. Olive was filled with people and prayer,
and it was wonderful.
Thank you!
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GET WELL SOON!
Ernie Schoenfeld
Gary Thun

Voter’s Meeting
Voter’s Meeting November 6th
after the service:
Topic is the 2023 Budget
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Alexander and Marjia Lietzan, 13 years
Julie and Lloyd Lindgren, 3 years
Donna Bergstrom and Walter Fischer 21 years
John and Jennifer Keske, 19 years
Jackie and Daniel Lindsey, 3 years
Nickcole and Levi Pederson, 3 years
Tom and Nikki Robbins, 7 years
Jerry and Kathy Hass, 4 years

5
6
8
10
11
14
15

Joshua Miller
Jennifer Keske
Ben Griffith
Justin Walczak
Hannah Cooley
Kevin Jones
Breanna Longtin
Peter Pierce

16 Nick Polzin
20 Alisa Fenske
Greg Pesola
Gary Werkhoven
21 Jacob Keske
Eloise Lietzan
22 Brian Aubin
24 Lydia Franck
Harlan Keske
27 Ben Swanum
28 Ben Wilmes
31 Jeff Reinemann

